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A  Testimony  from  our  Monthly- 
Meeting  at  Wainfleet,  in  the  County 
of  Lincoln,  concerning  our  deceafed 
Friend  William  Reckitt. 


THIS  our  worthy  friend  was  born 
in  the  year  1706,  within  the 
compafs  of  Gainfborough  month- 
ly meeting,  of  parents  profeffing  truth, 
who  died  when  he  was  young.  His 
friends  put  him  apprentice  to  a  weaver 
belonging  to  the  fame  monthly  meeting, 
with  whom  we  believe  he  ferved  his  time 
faithfully,  and  then  came  to  live  near 
Partney  Mills,  within  the  compafs  of  our 
monthly  meeting.  After  fome  time, 
about  the  year  1742,  it  pleafed  the  L< 
to  call  him  into  the  work  of  the  ministry  : 
his  appearance  from  the  firft  was  in  the 
life  and  wifdom  of  Truth,  which  nearly 
united  him  to  his  friends.  Soon  after  he 
removed  to  Wainfleet  particular  meeting; 
and  fome  time  after  he  vifitcd  friends  in 
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the  Weft  of  England,  and  Wales,  &c„ 
and  at  different  times  many  other  coun- 
ties ;  alfo  Ireland  once  with  our  friend 
Samuel  Stott.  He  was  twice  in  America: 
the  firft  time  he  fet  forward  in  the  year 
1756,  and,  it  being  in  the  time  of  war, 
was  taken  prifoner  into  Frajice,  and  con- 
fined about  fix  months,  which  he  bore 
with  Chriftian  fortitude  (as  fome  of  us 
have  heard  him  fay)  and  got  well  home 
to  his  family  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1757,  where  he  ftaid  about  four 
weeks,  and  then  again  fet  forward  for 
his  intended  vifit.  He  afterwards  found 
a  weighty  concern  to  vifit  his  friends  in 
fome  part  of  America  again;  all  which 
vifits,  by  fundry  accounts  received,  were 
much  to  friends  fatisfa&ion,  as  well  as 
his  own:  and  indeed  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
he  was  deep  in  the  miniftry,  and  power- 
ful in  prayer,  his  teflimony  found,  and 
edifying,  which  rendered  him  very  near, 
and  valuable  to  many.  He  was  grave  in 
converfation,  yet  innocently  cheerful 
amongft  his  friends ;  an  affectionate  huf- 
band,  and  a  tender  parent.  We  think  it 
needlefs  to  enlarge  concerning  him,  as  he 
was  well  known  to  many  friends;  only 
we  may,  with  fmcerity  of  heart,  fay,  his 
removal  is  much  regretted  in  general.    In 

the 
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the  latter  end  of  1768,  he  had  drawings 
in  his  mind  to  vifit  London,  and  parts 
adjacent;  in  which  he  told  fome  of  his 
near  friends,  he  thought  it  might  be  the 
lad  time. 

He  returned  home  in  the  firft  month, 
in  the  year  1769,  but  poorly  in  health, 
and  continued  fo;  but  moitly  attended 
his  own  meeting,  where  he  had  feveral 
weighty  teftimonies  (which  had  more 
than  ufual  influence  over  the  hearers, 
leaving  lading  impreffions  on  their  minds) 
as  well  as  at  times  in  private  converfation, 
wherein  he  fignified  he  was  willing  to 
leave  all  thefe  tranfitory  and  fading  en- 
joyments, whenever  it  might  pleaie  the 
Lord  to  call  him  from  works  to  rewards.- 

His  illnefs  was' very  ffiort;  he  was  ta- 
ken with  a  fit  of  the  ague  the  day  before 
his  departure,  and  next  mornings  about 
four  o'clock,  exchanged'  this  life,  we 
make  no  doubt,  for  a  better,  the  fixth  of 
the  fourth  month  1769,  and  was  buried 
the  9th  of  the  fame  in  friends  burying 
ground  at  Wainfleet,  after  a  folemn 
meeting,  where  a  living  teftimony  was 
borne  to  the  truth,  and  to  the  fatisfafticn 
of  many  prefent. 

A~  3P  Signed 
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Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid 
meeting,  held  the  1 6th  of  the  third 
month  1770,  by 

John  Robbins, 
John  Copeland, 
Thomas  Reckitt, 
David  Hopkins, 
Jonathan  Nainby, 
George  Kitching, 
Pearfon  Smith, 
John  Pearfon, 
Jofeph  Burton, 
John  Wright,  jun, 

The  foregoing  teftimony  concerning 
our  dear  friend  William  Reckitt,  decea- 
fed,  was  read  and  approved  in  our  quar- 
terly meeting  held  at  Lincoln  the  fourth 
of  the  fourth  month  1770,  and  figned 
in  and  on  behalf  thereof,  by, 

JOHN  MASSEY,  jun.  Clerk, 


INTRO. 


INTRODUCTION. 


OUR  late  worthy  friend  William 
Reckitt,  whofe  journal  follows* 
was  one  whom  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
prepare  for  his  fervice  j  and  having  in  a 
good  degree  experienced  the  work  of 
righteoufnefs  to  be  peace,  he  was  engag- 
ed, under  the  influence  of  divine  love, 
to  call  to  others  to  come,  tafle,  and  fee 
that  the  Lord  is  good* 

His  life  and  converfation  were  inno- 
cent, and  confident  with  his  profeffion, 
and,  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniffry,  he 
was  attended  with  that  love  which  fecks 
the  good  of  all. 

As  the  following  journal  commences 
only  with  his  voyage  to  America,  a  {hort 
account  of  him,  of  the  work  of  truth  on 
his  mind,  and  of  his  fervices  before  he 
embarked  fo\  America,  feems  not  im- 
proper. 

He 
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He  was  born  at  Lea,  near  Gainfborough* 
in  Lincolnfhire,  about  the  year  1706,  of 
parents  profeffing  truth ;  his  mother  died 
when  he  was  young,  and  his  father  being 
through  infirmities  rendered  incapable  of 
fupporting  his  children,  he  was  bound  by 
friends  at  nine  years  of  age,  until  he  ar- 
rived at  twenty-one,  as  an  apprentice  to 
a  weaver ;  which  proved  a  laborious  fer- 
vitude,  his  mafter  being  in  low  circum- 
ftances.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fervice  his 
mafter  let  him  out  to  harveft  work,  in 
which  employment  his  induftry  gained 
him  the  confidence  of  the  farmer  that 
employed  him,  who  thought  it  unnecef* 
fary  to  look  after  him,  faying,  "  William 
"  was  a  faithful  fervant;"  as  he  was  to 
his  mafter  to  the  end  of  his  apprenticefhip. 
During  which  time  he  was  reached  by  a 
divine  vifitation,  through  the  miniftry  of 
a  friend  on  a  religious  vifit,  whofe  tefti- 
mony  (as  he  has  been  heard  to  relate) 
clearly  anfwered  the  witnefs  of  truth  in 
his  own  heart,  and  fully  confirmed  him, 
that  the  principles  of  friends  were  confo- 
rmant with  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  he 
then  thought  there  would  be  none  fo  void 
of  under  (landing,  as  not  to  be  convinced 
by  the  fame  powerful  declaration  of  the 
true  Chriftian  faith.  It  left  a  lading  im> 
preffion  on  his  mind;  an  hunger  and 
*  thirft 
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thirft  after  righteoufnefs  were  begotten 
in  his  foul ;  and  by  a  diligent  attention  to 
the  dictates  thereof,  he  experienced  pre- 
fervation  from  the  many  temptations, 
which  unguarded  youth  are  expofed  to* 
About  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  the  J| 
death  of  an  only  fitter,  a  virtuous  young 
woman,  who  had  been  particularly  kind 
to  him,  nearly  affected  him;  and  an  only 
brother,  by  giving  way  to  the  vanities  of 
the  world,  wras  drawn  afide,  and  left  the 
fociety.  Thefe  events  imprelfed  his  mind 
with  deep  forrow  and  humiliation ;  but 
feeling  the  preferving  hand  of  divine 
goodnefs  manifefted  for  his  fupport,  he 
was  engaged  to  live  near  thereto,  by 
which  he  was  mercifully  preferved. 

Soon  after  t?ie  expiration  of  his  appren- 
ticefhip,  he  removed  into  the  compafs  of 
Wainfleet  monthly  meeting  in  Lincoln- 
fhire,  where  he  followed  the  bufinefs  of 
a  weaver,  and  increafed  in  the  efteem  of 
of  his  friends;  being  a  man  who  labour* 
ed  to  be  in  reality  what  he  profeffed.  In 
the  year  1731,  he  entered  into  the  mar- 
riage ftate  with  Ellin  Maw,  a  fober  and 
virtuous  young  woman,  who  was  an  af- 
fectionate wife  to  him,  and  tender  mother 
to  their  children  :   he  furvived  her,  fhe 
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u  ing  time  to  me;  and  yet  it  fprings  in 
ic  my  heart  to  fay,  If  the  Lord  hath  any 
"  delight  in  me,  he  will  bring  me  fafe 
"  through  all;  he  knows  the  integrity  of 
"  my  heart:  I  did  not  fet  out  in  a  For- 
"  ward  fpirit,  but  in  his  counfel,  and  in 
m  "  it  at  this  time  I  ftand;  he  knows  beft 
^  "  what  will  be  moft  for  his  own  honour. 
"  And  as  to  what  will  become  of  this 
€C  earthly  tabernacle,  it  feems  t©  be  the 
"  leaft  of  my  care,  fo  that  I  may  finilh 
"  my  courfe  with  joy.'* 

After  being  detained  about  five  months, 
he  was  releafed  through  the  kindnefs  of 
a  perfon  iu  England,  who,  having  receiv- 
ed very  nwourable  impreffions  of  him 
through  the  French  merchant  before 
mentioned,  recommended  him  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  fick  and  wounded  office 
(they  having  the  care  of  fuch  as  were 
prifoners,)  and  after  a  fhort  flay  at  home, 
finding  the  engagement  remain,  he  re- 
turned to  London,  attended  the  yearly 
meeting,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of 
friends,  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  of 
which  the  following  is  his  own  relation. 
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ACCOUNT 
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LIFE   and   TR  A  VELS 

O    F 

WILLIAM    E  E  C  K  I  T  T. 


Some  Account  of  what  hefel  me  in  my 
firft  Voyage  towards  America. 

HAVING  parted  with  feveral 
friends  who  accompanied  me  to 
Gravefend,  the  fifteenth  of  the 
tenth  month  1756,  I  went  on  board  the 
fhip  Lydia,  Jofeph  Riddell  mafter.  We 
had  three  pafiengers  befides  myfelf,  who 
feemed  to  be  very  fober  men,  and  carried 
themfelves  very  loving  to  me,  as  likewife 
did  all  our  common  men  j  though  I  often 
reproved  them  for  fwearing,  and  their 
B  bad 
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bad  language  to  one  another.  The  20th 
we  came  into  the  Downs,  but  the  wind 
not  being  fair,  we  lay  there  till  the  22d, 
when  the  wind  coming  more  favourable, 
we  weighed  anchor. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  the 
great  exercife  and  weight  that  reded  upon 
my  fpirit  while  we  lay  here,  I  then  not 
feeing  the  caufe  of  it.  When  I  looked 
forward,  I  could  fee  little  further  than 
the  Land's  End,  and  I  cried  in  my  mind 
that  we  might  be  carried,  or  driven  to 
Ireland ;  for  then  I  thought  I  fhould  get 
fafe  to  my  journey's  end:  but  not  feeing 
it  would  be  fo  then,  I  only  defired  we 
might  put  into  Plymouth,  which  I  men- 
tioned to  the  captain,  and  he  told  me,  he 
thought  he  would.  But  the  wind  com- 
ing fair,  and  a  ftrong  gale,  he  was  will- 
ing to  make  the  beft  of  it.  We  outfail- 
ed  two  (hips  which  came  from  the  Downs 
with  us,  one  a  privateer  called  the  St. 
Olive,  from  London  ;  the  other  a  Gui- 
neaman.  The  24th,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  we  came  abreaft  of  Plymouth, 
with  a  very  fine  wind.  In  the  evening, 
as  I  fat  in  the  cabin,  fomething  opened 
in  my  mind  concerning  my  own  prefer- 
vation,  which  I  thought  fomewhat 
ftrange ;  but  foon  faw  a  caufe  for  it. 
For  about  eight  o'clock  next  morning, 

the 
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the  mate  came  down  and  told  his  mafter, 
there  was  a  French  fnow  juft  aftern  of  us„ 
which,  to  our  forrow,  was  too  true,  for 
{he  was  then  within  reach  of  us  with  her 
guns.  I  thought  it  was  a  great  neglect 
of  our  mafter,  and  the  failors,  that  they 
did  not  keep  a  flricl  look-out;  for  they 
acknowledged,  if  they  had  but  had  a  few- 
hours  more,  they  fhould  not  have  been 
taken.  But  then  it  was  too  late,  they 
could  not  get  their  fails  all  properly  bent, 
as  they  would  have  done,  if  due  precau- 
tion had  been  taken.  The  (hot  coming 
over  us,  I  was  afraid  for  our  men. 

During  the  little  time  we  were  chafed, 
the  chief  care  our  captain  feemed  to  take, 
was  to  fave  what  he  had,  fo  he  kept  pret- 
ty much  in  the  cabin,  till  his  men  called 
very  earneftly  for  him  to  come  upon  do 
Then  he  ordered  them  to  ftrike,  and  in  a 
little  time  the  Frenchmen  came  and  board 
cd  us  with  great  fury.    I  was  in  the  cabin, 
and  flood  Hill,  fome  of  them  looking 
me  very  four  and  fierce,  but  like  fo  many 
hungry  animals,  they  fell  to  hunting  and 
fearching  for  what  they  could  fmd,  nil 
they  durlt  not  flay  much  longer.     One 
of  them  coming  to   me,    in   a   fawn' 
manner,    faid,    Sir,    I  defire  you  would 
give  me  your  money,  and  watch,  and  I 
will  give  vou  them  again.     I  told  him  I 
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had  not  much,  and  did  not  chufe  to  part 
with  it.  But  he  growing  very  earned  to 
have  it,  I  turned  myfelf  about,  and  took 
three  guineas  out  of  ray  purfe,  two  of 
which  I  carried  on  fhore,  and  gave  him 
the  remainder.  He  looked  at  it,  and 
feemed  not  fatisfied ;  but  the  officers  be- 
ing in  hafte  to  get  us  all-  into  the  boat,  I 
was  had  upon  deck.  When  I  looked  at 
the  fea,  I  thought  it  feemed  as  though  I 
ftiould  not  efcape  with  my  life;  therefore 
refolved  to  flay  on  board  our  veffel,  if  I 
might,  and  went  down  again  into  the 
cabin;  but  in  a  little  time  was  fetched 
out,  and  commanded  to  get  into  the 
boat*  The  fear  of  death  was  then  taken 
away,  and  I  was  refolved  to  do  the  beft 
I  could  to  get  in.  One  of  our  failors 
handed  me  a  rope,  but  it  was  fo  fhort,  I 
was  forced  to  let  go,  not  knowing  whe- 
ther. I  fhould  fall  into  the  fea,  or  boat; 
for  the  fea  ran  very  high,  and  two  of  our 
men  were  loft  during  the  fhort  time  I  had 
been  below.  They  were  getting  into  the 
boat  when  I  was  feized  with  fear,  and  I 
law  it  was  not  groundlefs;  for  had  I  then 
proceeded  to  get  in,  I  fhould  in  all  pro- 
bability have  been  drowned.  For  as  foon 
£s  I  had  turned  my  back  to  go  down  into 
the  cabin,  the  gunwale  of  the  fliip  took 
the  boat  fide,  and  had  like  to  have  funk 
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her,  and  the  two  poor  men  were  cafl  out^ 
the  lofs  of  whom  forrowfully  affe&ed  my 
mind;  and  the  imminent  danger  I  had 
been  in,  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord's  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  in  preferving  me  at  that 
time,  brought  me  very  low,  in  humble 
thankfulnefs  for  fo  great  a  deliverance, 
looking  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  his  tender 
care  and  fatherly  regard  for  fo  poor  a 
creature  as  I  am* 

When  we  came  up  to  the  French  fhip, 
our  men  affifted  me  in  getting  on  boards 
and   led   me  through   a   crowd  of   {r 
creatures,  as  I  thought  were  more  like 
brutes  than  men;  but  they  offered  me 
violence.     When  I  came  into  the  cabin, 
I  was  placed  behind  a  large  cheft  of  arc 
w7hich  was  their  tables    where  I  fat  for 
feveral  hours,  very  ftill,  and  laboured 
get  to  fuch  a  right  and  true  compofure 
of  mind,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  un- 
dergo,   with   patience,   what   was    then 
befallen  me. 

The  hurry  about  the  booty  being  pretty 
much  over,  towards  night  they  came  to 
fettle  in  the  cabin ;  and  feeing  me  take 
little  notice  of  what  they  etffrer  faid  cr 
did,  they  looked  earnestly  .at  me,  and 
aiked  our  captain  who  I  was.  He  told 
them  I  was  a  Quaker  minifter,  and  m- 
tended  for  Pennfylvania.  They  made 
B  2.  many 
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many  tine  fpeeches,  and  told  me,  I  was 
welcome  to  any  thing  they  had,  and 
would  have  me  call  for  what  I  wanted. 
When  meat  came  to  table,  they  invited 
me  to  eat ;  but  I  told  them  I  was  not  for 
eating,  my  appetite  being  quite  gone. 
When  they  thought  it  was  time  for  us  to 
go  to  bed,  I  was  had  down  into  the  hold, 
which  was  fo  clofe,  and  the  hammocks 
hung  fo  near  to  one  another,  I  was  forc- 
ed to  creep  on  my  hands  and  knees,  till 
I  came  to  that  I  was  to  lodge  in.  The 
young  man  that  conducted  me  was  one 
of  the  officers,  and  I  unflerftood  he  put 
me  in  his  own  hammock.  As  he  was 
making  it  fit,  I  thought  he  feemed  to  do 
it  with  a  very  gbod  will ;  but  the  place 
being  ftrait,  and  I  lying  in  all  my  clothes, 
made  it  hard  work  for  me  to  get  in.  How- 
ever, he  (laid  and  helped  me  what  he 
could,,  till  I  was  fettled  in  my  new  lodg- 
ing. .  A  few  hours  after  I  had  plenty  of 
company.  As  they  crept  under  me  they 
lifted  me  up,  and  when  they  were  all  plac- 
ed in  their  refpe&ive  lodgings,  I  perceiv- 
ed fome  lay  upon  the  boards  under  me. 
However,  the  clofenefs  of  the  place,  and 
the  difagreeable  fmell,  with  a  fear  which 
than  feized  my  mind,  that  thefe  crea- 
tures would  do  me  fome  mifchief,  had 
fikc  to  have  quite  overfet  me,  fo  that  I 
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was  nigh  fainting  away,  and  ready  to 
query,  whether  I  ihould  live  till  morning. 
In  this  great  (trait  the  Lord  appeared  for 
my  help.  I  fenfibly  felt  flrength  admini- 
ftered,  and  it  arofe  in  my  mind,  that 
thofe  I  was  afraid  of  would  not  hurt  me* 
I  believed  it  was  the  truth,  and  in  a  little 
time,  being  much  wearied,  I  fell  into  a 
found  fleep  till  morning.  When  I  came 
upon  deck,  our  poor  men  came  to  me, 
and  complained  of  their  hard  lodgings, 
and  what  was  worfe,  the  thoughts  of  a 
cfoie  imprifonment  when  they  fhould 
come  on  fhore.  It  made  me  forrowful 
to  hear  their  complaints,  for'  they  had 
heard  the  prifoners  fared  very  poorly.  I 
fpake  as  comfortably  as  I  could,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  live  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  This  day  we  came  up  with  a  vef- 
lei  bound  for  Plymouth,  taken  from  the 
French  by  one.  of  our  fhips  of  war.  The 
French  foon  brought  her  too,  boarded  her, 
and  brought  all  the  men  to  us  but  one. 
The  two  officers  were  had  into  the  cabin; 
where  we  were.  The  captain  being  a 
man  of  very  ftrong  paffions,  to  be  taken 
prifoner  was  almofl  more  than  he  could 
bear:  When  they  were  fate  down,  I  faw 
he  was  almofl  overcome  with  grief,  which 
I  a  little  wondered  at.  After  fome  time 
I  went  and  fat  by  him,  and  faid  I  would 

net 


(     *o     ) 

not  have  him  too  much  caft  down;  trou- 
ble and  difappointment  happened  to  all 
men,  and  this  was  what  fuch  men  as  he 
might  reafonably  expeft.  He  faid  no- 
thing as  I  remember,  but  foon  went  out, 
and  after  a  while  came  again  with  a 
Frenchman  along  with  him,  who  could 
fpeak  Englifh,  and  pretended  great 
friendftiip  to  me,  and  requefted  that  I 
would  go  along  with  him  and  the  captaia 
into  a  private  place,  for  he  was  defirous 
to  have  feme  difcourfe  with  me.  It  did 
not  feem  to  fuit  my  inclination,  but 
through  their  much  importuning  me,  I 
went.  When  we  were  fettled,  the  En- 
glifhman  told  me,  he  had  been  attended 
with  misfortunes  even  from  his  childhood, 
and  thought  he  had  been  in  a  fair  way  of 
making  his  fortune,  but  he  had  met  with 
this  difappointment,  which  was  like  to  be 
a  great  lofs  to  him.  He  then  began  to 
talk  about  religion,  and  exprefled  a  great 
defire  in  his  heart  to  live  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  He  fpoke  highly  of  the  ceremo- 
nies ufed  amongft  them,  mentioning  bap* 
tifm  with  water,  and  bread  and  wine, 
which  they  call  the  facrament.  I  told 
him  we  were  not  in  the  practice  of  ufing 
them,  believing  fuch  ceremonies  not  to 
be  euential  to  falvation.  He  faid  I  was  a 
ftrange  man,    but  finding  myfelf  not  at 
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all  difpofed  to  have  any  farther  difcourfe 
at  that  time,  I  defired  to  withdraw. 

I  was  much  favoured  with  ftillnefs, 
and  a  fweet  compofure  of  mind,  which  to 
my  great  comfort,  I  found  did  ftrengthen 
and  fortify  me  againft  the  affauits  of  the 
enemy,  which  I  met  with  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly.  When  I  looked  at  my 
prefent  fituation,  and  what  was  likely  to 
be  the  confequence,  fearing  I  might  be  a 
ftumbling-block  in  the  way  of  many,  and 
bring  difhonour  to  Truth,  I  was  much 
eafl:  down,  and  did  often  cry,  "  Lord, 
"  if  I  had  been  worthy,  thou  wouldft 
"  have  preferved  me  out  of  the  hands  of 
"  fuch  unreafonable  men."  But  the 
good  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  did  caft  his  man- 
tle of  love  over  me,  and  ftilled  my  cry- 
ing, fo  that  I  was  in  a  good  degree  made 
willing  to  fubmit  to  what  he  fhould  fee 
meet  to  fuffer  to  come  upon  me.  Whilft 
I  was  here,  fervent  and  ftrong  defires 
were  in  my  heart  for  thofe  Ihad  left  be- 
hind me,  in  many  places,  that  they  might 
be  preferved  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  As, 
to  outward  foo'd,  I  eat  very  little  feveral 
days.  Many  faid,  I  fhould  be  fick,  and 
often  intreated  me  to  eat ;  but  I  did  not 
eat  much,  till  I  found  I  could  take  it 
both  with  freedom  of  mind,  and  a  good 
appetite,   which  had  been    quite   gone. 

The 
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The  Frehchmen,  as  I  frequently  walked 
upon  deck  amongft  them,  were  become 
milder,  and  never  offered  to  do  me  any 
harm,  except  one  at  the  firft,  and  he  was 
prevented  from  hurting  me.  I  alfo  fat, 
and  walked  often  upon  quarter  deck,  the 
officers  all  looking  on  me  with  a  pleafant 
countenance,  except  the  captain,  who,  I 
fuppofe,  took  offence  at  my  not  conform- 
ing to  them  when  they  went  to  prayers, 
which  was  twice  a  day, 

One  evening,  as  we  were  fitting  in 
the  cabin,  a  young  Frenchman  afked  the 
man  of  war's  captain  before  mentioned 
(pointing  at  me)  concerning  our  princi- 
ples. He  told  him,  we  were  a  flrange 
people;  we  bath  difowned  baptifm  and 
the  Lord's  fupper.  The  Frenchman 
looked  at  me  with  difdain,  and  then  be- 
gan to  fpeak  much  in  behalf  of  both, 
laying  great  ftrefs,  efpecially  upon  the 
latter ;  for  he  feemed  a  very  zealous 
young  man  for  their  way.  -Then  both 
joining,  they  came  to  a  conclufion,  that 
thofe  who  were  not  in  the  practice  of 
them,  could  not  be  faved.  Their  dif- 
courfe  was  in  Latin,  and  though  I  am  not 
a  Latin  fcholar,  I  underflood  fo  much, 
that  I  gathered  the  purport  of  their  dif- 
courfe.  When  they  had  done,  I  told  the 
captain  he  had  done  very  wrong,  in  mif- 
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reprefenting  the  people  called  Quakers  to 
that  man.  He  afked  in  what?  I  told 
him,  I  underftood  he  had  been  telling 
him  we  difowned  baptifm,  and  the  flip- 
per. He  faid,  he  underftood  by  me, 
that  we  did  not  own  the  facraments. 
I  told  him,  there  was  no  fuch  word  made 
ufe  of  in  fcripture,  that  I  knew  of;  but 
baptifm  and  the  fupper  were,  and  we 
owned  and  believed  both  to  be  effential 
to  falvation.  My  mind  was  then  opened 
concerning  baptifm,  in  the  feveral  paf- 
fages  of  fcripture,  which  ftrengthen  and 
confirm  it,  that  the  baptifm,  which  is 
faving,  mufl  needs  be  fpiritual;  and  if 
fo,  then  no  need  of  water:  for  the  apoftle 
faith,  "  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  bap- 
u  tifm,"  Eph.  iv.  5.  and  that  themfelves 
owned  water  to  be  but  an  outward  and 
vifible  fign  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual 
grace.  I  was  led  on,  till  I  came  to  that 
laft  fupper  or  paffover,  which  our  Lord 
did  partake  of  with  his  difciples;  and 
told  them  what  our  Lord  then  faid  to  his 
difciples,  was,  "  As  often  as  ye  do  this, 
"  do  it  in  remembrance  of  me,  to  fhew 
46  forth  my  death  until  I  come/1  This 
was  no  commandment  to  perpetuate  that 
outward  fupper,  or  paffover;  that  being 
a.  jewifh  ordinance,  which  he  then  had 
nigh  finifhed,  when  he  nailed  the  hand- 
writing 
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writing  of  ordinances  to  his  crofs.  Bat 
I  told  thenj,  they  might  fee  in  the  Reve- 
lations of  John,  what  he  faid  concerning 
his  coming,  where  he  faith,  "  Behold  I 
x<  ftand  at  the  door,  and  knock;  and  if 
cc  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the 
"  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  fup 
**  with  him,  and  he  with  me."  Rev,  iii. 
20.  It  is  this  fupper  and  coming  we  own, 
and  in  our  meafure  partake  of;  for  this 
was  the  communion  of  the  faints.  Seve* 
ral  texts  of  fcripture  opening  in  my  mind 
to  confirm  that  baptifm  and  fupper,  which 
are  favirig,  to  be  fpiritual ;  and  as  bodily 
exercife  profiteth  little,  fo  that  which  is 
only  outward  and  elementary,  could  not 
profit  the  foul.  They  heard  me  very  pa- 
tiently, and  did  not  make  any  obje&ions. 
Being  pretty  eafy,  I  left  them  to  have 
their  difcourfe  to  themfelves,  that  the 
officer  might  have  opportunity  to  inform 
the  man  what  I  had  faid. 

Now  our  confinement  at  fea  was  nigh 
over,  but  as  we  came  nigh  in  with  the 
fhore,  we  were  chafed  by  an  Englifh  man 
of  war,  who  came  faft  up  with  us,  and 
gave  our  men  great  expectations  of  being 
i-eleafed ;  and  indeed  the  Frenchmen  ex- 
pefted  no  other  than  to  be  taken.  Every 
man  prepared  himfelf  for  removing,  and 
was  in  great  fearj  but  we  were  fonear 
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the  rocks,  the  man  of  war  durft  follow 
us  no  farther,  only  gave  us  one  fhot, 
which  came  over  us,  and  then  fheered 
off.  The  great  expe£tation  our  men  were 
in  of  being  retaken  being  disappointed, 
made  them  more  forrowful  than  before  j 
but  it  did  not  much  affect  me,  for  I  was 
now  more  reconciled  in  my  mind,  to  bear 
with  patience  what  the  Lord  fhould  fee 
meet  to  try  me  with.  I  had  ftrongly  de- 
fired  before  not  to  go  to  France,  but  in 
a  few  hours  we  came  into  a  fmall  harbour, 
with  a  fort  at  the  entrance,  and  in  it  one 
fhip  of  war.  We  did  not  land  till  next 
morning.  This  night  I  met  with  fome- 
thing  that  was  very  unpleafant  to  me, 
for  the  captain  going  on  fhore,  and  the 
men  thinking  all  fecure,  when  night 
came  on,  mod  of  them  we&it  to  reft;  but 
the  man  of  war's  captain,  and  jbme  of 
his  men,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  had 
confulted  about  cutting  the  veffel  out  of 
the  harbour.  We  had  more  liberty  gi- 
ven this  night  than  we  had  before.  The 
two  man  of  war's  men,  our  captain,  ana 
myfelf,  were  ordered  to  lie  in  the  cabin. 
Riddel  had  lain  in  it  before,  but  now  he 
was  to  lie  in  the  captain^  hammock,  being 
a  favourite,  and  I  in  his  bed;  but  he  not 
accepting  of  it,  I  got  in.  This  I  per- 
ceived gave  great  offence,  therefore,  to 
C  prevent 
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prevent  further  trouble,  I  foon  quitted  it, 
and  fat  .me  down  by  the  man  of  war's 
captain,  who  had  got  to  writing 

I  had  by  this  time  contra&ed  fuch  an 
intimacy  with  him,  that  I  could  make 
bold  to  fee  what  he  was  writing,  without 
giving  him  any  offence;  and  when  I  came 
to  fee  what  he  was  writing,  and  found  it 
was  oniy  to  fpend  time,  it  gave  me  Tome 
uneafinefr,  for  it  then  began  to  be  late. 
I  did  not  fuddenly  fay  any  thing  fo  him, 
but  took  notice  of  his  motions  and  looks, 
and  faw  his  countenance  wras  very  much 
difcompofed.  All  began  now  to  be  very 
ftill.  None  were  up  in  the  cabin  but 
him  and  myfelf,  and  the  young  French- 
man before-mentioned,  who  kept  guard, 
and  he  had  no  weapon  in  his  hand.  I 
aiked  the  captain  if  he  was  not  for  bed. 
He  faid,  he  could  not  go  to  bed.  I  then 
told  him,  I  would  not  have  him  think  of 
making  any  attempts  to  take  the  veffel 
out  of  the  harbour.  He  foid,  he  (hould 
make  no  difficulty  of  it,  if  he  had  any 
body  to  (land  by  him.  I  fignified,  I 
thought  it  could  not  be  done  without 
much  blood-fhedding,  if  at  all ;  and  I 
fhould  be  very  forry  to  fee  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  though  my  liberty  was  as  dear 
to  me  as  any  of  theirs.  He  faid,  I  need 
not  be  afraid ^  no  body  would  hurt  me. 

I  told 
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f  toH  him,  that  was  more  than  he  knew, 
for  as  I  had  be^n  with  rh  in  all  the  even- 
ing, they  would  think  I  had  a  lian  i  in 
the  plot,  and  fo  I  might  iofe  my  life  un- 
defervedly. 

I  laid  before  him  all  the  difficulties  I 
was  capable  of,  as  that  of  lying  under  the 
fort,  and  their  man  of  war  a  little  diftancc 
off,  with  a  very  rocky  harbour  to  get  out 
of;  a!l  which  feemed  to  have  but  little 
effect  on  hirn.  ~o  I  thought  it  was  bed 
to  eonfuJt  my  own  fafety;  for  if  there 
was  a  (kirmifli,  I  (hould,  if  I  (laid  there, 
be  in  the  midft  of  it.  So  I  went  down  to 
my  old  lodgings;  but  could  find  no  reft 
for  my  b,)dy,  my  mind  being  very  unea- 
fy.  I  therefore  crept  out  again,  all  being 
{till  in  the  fhip,  and  but  few  upon  deck. 
I  went  into  the  cabin,  where  I  found 
th^m  as  I  left  them;  but  having  a  little 
more  courage  than  before,  I  told  the 
captain  I  was  refoived  to  hinder  any 
disturbance,  if  I  could;  adding  he  furely 
was  not  in  his  right  fenfes  to  think  of  any 
fuch  thing,  as  his  men,  I  fuppofed,  knew 
nothing  of  it.  He  faid  I  was  miftaken, 
for  he  had  told  one  or  two  of  them  in 
the  evening,  and  they  wrould  acquaint  ali 
the  reft,  and  he  could  have  iheni  all  up 
in  a  few  minutes, 
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It  was  now  about  midnight,  and  his 
men,  I  fuppofe,  thinking  it  high  time  to 
get  to  work,  came  upon  deck  without 
calling,  and  feemed  to  be  in  high  fpirits, 
for  they  talked  cheerfully,  and,  I  thought, 
gave  federal  fignals  to  their  mafter,  that 
they  were  ready,  I  was  in  a  great  ftrait 
how  to  act,  but  thought  it  would  be  beft 
to  endeavour  to  keep  peace  if  I  could, 
having  faid  as  much  as  was  neceffary.  I 
therefore  fat  me  down  clofe  by  him,  with 
an  intent  to  lay  hold  of  him  if  he  offered 
to  take  up  a  weapon,  which  was  very 
nigh  at  hand.  Great  ftrugglings  were 
in  his  mind,  as  he  himfelf  afterwards 
confefisd.  He  often  was  juft  upon  the 
point;  but  the  Lord,  in  his  great  mercy, 
did  interpofe,  and  my  mind  began  to  be 
calm  and  ftilL  and  all  fear  was  taken  away. 
I  then  looking  at  him,  fa w  his  countenance 
became  more  compofed  and  folid.  I  afk- 
ed  him  if  he  would  not  go  to  bed.  He 
threw  down  his  pen,  and  faid  he  would. 
The  young  Frenchman  fat  by  all  this  time, 
but  perceived  nothing  of  their  defign. 

The  night  was  pretty  far  fpent,  and  the 
men,  who  had  walked  the  deck  a  confi- 
derable  time,  -thinking  nothing  would  be 
done,  went  down  to  their  beds ;  and 
when  I  had  feen  the  mafter  fettled  in  his, 
]  lay  me  down  upon  a  bulk  head  of  the 
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Fhip,  which  was  fo  narrow,  I  could  only 
lie  upon  my  fide:  there  being  nothing 
better  in  the  cabin  that  I  could  find. 
But  my  mind  being  eafy,  after  the  pain 
it  had  been  in,  I  fell  afleep.  It  was  a 
very  cold  night,  and  the  partition  of  our 
cabin  was  but  canvafs.  When  I  awaked 
I  was  ftiff,  but  I  did  not  take  cold.  The 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  prefcrve  me,  though 
I  often  faid  in  my  mind,  I  did  not  think 
myfelf  worthy,  and  more  efpecially  be- 
caufe  he  had  fuffered  this  great  exercife 
to  come  upon  me;-  which,  I  feveral  times 
was  made  fenfible,  would  have  been  a 
light  matter  with  him  to  have  hindered, 
if  he  had  feen  meet-  I  often  cried  to 
him  in  the  fecret  of  my  heart,  that  i£ 
there  was  any  iniquity  lodging  in  me,  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  take  it  away;  and  if 
this  my  going  was  not  confident  with  his 
will,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fhew  me 
how,  and  wherein  I  had  miffed  my  way; 
that  I  might  not  bring  a  reproach  upon 
the  Truth,  and  a  trouble  and  exerc  fe 
upon  his  people.  It  was  not  long  we  had 
to  ftay  amongfl  this  fort  of  company,  for 
by  that  time  the  fun  was  up,  the  captain, 
with  fever al  more  fuch  as  himfelf,  came 
aboard;  alfo  two  of  their  friars  in  their 
odd  fort  of  drffs;  I  fuppofe  to  fee  what 
they  could  get  in  the  icramble. 
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When  breakfafl  was  over,  as  feveral 
of  us  were  to  be  fearched  before  they 
took  their  leave  of  us,  thofe  appointed 
to  do  that  bufinefs  ftaid  in  the  cabin. 
The  captain  and  ieveral  others  went  out, 
and  I  amongft  the  reft,  but  was  foon  cal- 
led in  again,  for  they  fearched  me  one  of 
the  firft.  When  I  came  in,  they  told  me, 
-they  wanted  my  money.  I  faid  not  rftuch 
to  them,  but  thought  if  they  had  it  they 
ihould  take  it  from  me;  fo  they  began  to 
fearch  me,  and  took  what  they  could  find 
(which  was  but  one  guinea  in  money) 
and  all  other  things  they  found  about  me 
of  any  value  ;  but  my  wearing  clothes 
they  gave  me  again.  When  they  had 
fearched  me  as  long  as  they  thought  fit, 
they  let  me  go,  but  they  were  not  content- 
ed, for  they  had  got  it  into  their  minds 
that  I  had  a  confiderable  fum  oi  money, 
#nd  a  gold  watch  ;  therefore  I  was  no 
ijponer  gone  out,  but  they  ordered  me  in 
again,  and  I  was  fearched  in  every  part 
where  they  thought  any  money  could  be 
concealed.  1  was  fo  grieved  with  them, 
I  could  not  hold  my  peace,  but  faid,  they 
pretended  to  be  gentlemen,  and  men  of 
honour,  but  now  they  did  not  appear  to 
be  fuch;  for  it  was  good  works  which 
made  men  truly  honourable;  and.  as  to 
wliat  they  could  do  to  me,  I  faid,  I  was 
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not  afraid  of.  Indeed,  all  fear  was  taken 
away  from  me:  I  did  not  feem  afraid  of 
my  life,  but  whether  I  did  well  in  telling 
them  fo, I  afterwards  queried;  for  I  thought 
that  courage  was  only  given  me  for  my 
own  fupport,  and  not  to  lavilh  away  at 
that  rate.  However,  I  came  off  pretty 
well,  for  they  let  me  put  on  and  carry 
a  ay  as  many  clothes  as  ferved  to  keep 
me  warm. 

We  were  on  board  eleven  days,  and 
then  were  landed  near  a  town  called 
Rofcone.  When  we  came  to  it,  many 
people  were  gathered  to  fee  us,  amongft 
whom  was  a  mixture  of  black  coats  : 
two  of  them  came  to  me,  and  one  tak- 
ing hold  of  my  fleeve,  afked  me,  as  I 
fuppofed,  what  religion  I  was  of,  and 
whether  1  could  fpeak  Latin.  I  told 
them,  as  I  was  a  prifoner,  they  had  no 
bufineis  w  ith  me,  and  I  did  not  incline 
to  have  any  difcourfe  with  fhemj  there- 
fore  defired  they  would  not  afk  me  any 
more  queftions.  They  turned  off.  fay- 
ing, He  is  for  no  controverfy.  If  I  had 
been  aiked  an  honeft  queftion  concerning 
the  hope  that  is  in  me,  I  believe  I  fhould 
have  had  an  anfwer  according  to  Truth  j 
but  pearls  ought  not  to  be  cafl  before 
fwine. 

As  foon  as  I  had  got  quit  of  the  two 
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friefts,  there  came  a  man  to  me,  wha 
feemed  to  be  of  fome  confiderable  ac- 
count in  the  world,  and  faid,  he  was 
forry  to  fee  me  there;  but  it  *as  the  for- 
tune of  war  He  wifhed  me  fafe  in 
England  again.  He  *ent  to  one  of  his 
acquaintance  vho  lived  in  the  town,  and 
after  lome  difcourfe,  he  came  and  invited 
me  and  Riddel,  with  the  other  two,  to 
his  houfe,  and  fet  before  us  fuch  as  they 
had,  and  defired  us  to  eat  and  drink. 
There  was  alfo  a  woman  in  the  houfe, 
much  concerned  about  our  having  to 
walk  to  Morlaix  that  night,  which  was 
twelve  miles,  and  fent  to  hire  horfes,  but 
none  were  to  be  had.  She  therefore  gave 
drift  charge  to  the  foldiers  that  conducted 
us,  to  hire  horfes  at  the  next  place,  and 
flie  would  pay  the  charge.  I  with  many 
may  follow  her  example  in  being  kind  to 
ftrangers ;  for  what  (he  did  I  thought  was 
of  preat  fervice  to  me.  The  foldiers 
hired  horfes  for  four  of  us  when  we  came 
to  the  next  town,  which  was  four  miles* 
This  town  waxS  pretty  large,  and  there 
were  many  fpedators.  That  they  might 
have  a  full  view  of  us,  the  foldiers  had 
us  into  a  convenient  place,  and  flood 
round  us  at  a  little  diftance.  The  people 
gathered  fo  thick,  they  could  fcarce  (land 
one  by  another  j  and  in  this  pofture  they 
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kept  us  about  half  an  hour.  Then  they 
had  us  to  an  inn,  where  we  were  put  in- 
to a  large  chamber,  and  meat  and  drink 
were  fet  before  us.  But  before  we  were 
well  fat  down,  feveral  men  and  women 
of  the  upper  rank  came  in ;  the  rabble 
flayed  moftly  below. 

Whilft  we  were  at  meat,  fome  of  them 
turned  up  my  coat  laps,  and  examined 
what  my  clothes  were  made  of  as  well  as 
they  could,  and  commended  them  for 
being  good.  They  feemed  not  to  take 
fo  much  notice  of  any  as  they  did  of  me; 
often  pointing  at  me,  faying,  I  was  a 
minifter,  a  prieft.  Several  gay  women 
fat  behind  the  table,  where  they  had  op- 
portunity to  look  at  me  as  much  as  they 
pleafed.  They  were  very  light  and  airy, 
which  I  fhewed  fome  diflike  to,  and  told 
tht-m  I  had  heard  the  French  ufed  good 
manners,  and  knew  how  to  behave  well; 
but  it  could  not  be  faid  fo  of  them,  for 
it  was  not  good  manners  to  come  into 
our  room  without  leave,  and  when  they 
were  in,  not  to  behave  foberly  and  well. 
I  foon  perceived  I  had  an  interpreter,  for 
fome  among  them  underftood  Englifh, 
and  informed  the  reft;  upon  which  they 
left  the  room,  and  it  was  foon  pretty 
clear  After  them  came  in  feveral  young 
men,  who  both  looked  and  behaved  well. 

I  had 
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I  had  nothing  in  my  mind  againft  being- 
free,  and  looking  pleafantly  on  them  ; 
for  this,  when  feafonable,  hath  a  good 
effeft. 

The  next  place  we  came  to  of  any  ac- 
count was  Morlaix;  it  was  night  when 
we  got  in,  and  we  were  ob'iged  to  ftand 
and  fit  in  the  ftreet,  till  they  got  orders 
from  the  commiflary  what  to  do  with  us. 
I  thought  the  time  very  long,  more  on 
account  of  our  poor  men  than  myfelf; 
for  rhjty  had  walked  till  they  fweated, 
and  fome  of  them  were  ill.  To  fit  in 
the  ftreet  an  hour  or  more,  in  a  cold 
night,  I  thought  was  almoft  enough  to 
give  them  their  death.  When  orders 
came,  they  were  to  take  us  to  prifon ; 
but  a  merchant,  one  Forney,  who  was 
agent  of  the  prizes,  met  us  in  the  ftreet, 
and  took  Riddel,  the  two  man  of  war's 
men,  and  myfelf,  to  a  tavern,  where  we 
had  what  we  pleafed  to  call  for,  but  not 
at  the  cheapeft  rate.  Our  landlord  was 
an  lrifhman,  and  I  perceived  had  a  very 
good  opinion  of  himfelf. 

After  we  had  fupped,  and  he  had  in- 
formed himfeif  what  I  was,  he  entertain- 
ed us  with  a  difh  of  as  unfavoury  di£ 
€ourfe  about  religion  as  I  thought  I  had 
ever  heard,  and  what  made  it  more  irk- 
foine,  he  held  it  very  long.     He  br>u  ;ht 
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a  book,  out  of  which  he  faid  he  taught 
his  children,  and  as  he  read,  fome  of 
our  people  were  fo  weak  as  to  commend 
it,  which  made  him  more  eager,  I  do 
not  remember  that  I  either  anfwered  any 
of  his  queftions,  or  made  any  objections 
to  what  he  faid;  but  when  he  toid  me, 
he  intended  to  bring  fome  of  my  bre- 
thren to  fee  me,  meaning  the  priefts,  for 
he  faid  they  would  like  to  have  fome  dif- 
courfe  with  me ;  I  told  him  he  need  not 
bring  any  there  upon  my  account,  for  I 
did  not  want  any  of  their  company:  fo 
that  was  put  an  end  to*  for  they  never 
came  to  me  while  I  (laid  in  Morlaix. 
Whilii:  I  was  here,  the  young  man  came 
to  fee  me,  who  took  care  of  me  the  firft 
night  I  lodged  aboard  the  privateer,  and 
faluted  me  in  a  very  friendly  manner. 
This  young  man  took  more  notice  of  me 
than  any  other  all  the  time  I  was  aboard, 
and  when  they  were  dripping  and  fearch- 
ing  me,,  he  (lamped  upon  the  deck,  and 
jhewed  great  refentment,  as  Riddel  to*d 
me,  and  knowing  he  had  not  wronged 
me,  could  cheerfully  come  to  fee  me  ; 
but  the  others,  who  had,  did  not  care  to 
fee  me,  and  though  I  often  met  them  in 
the  ftreet,  they  endeavoured  to  fliun  me, 
and  would  not  look  oe  in  the  face  if  they 
cjouid  avoid  it*     I  thought  it  was  a  brave 
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thing  to  have  a  conference  void  of  offence 
both  towards  God  and  men. 

We  were  brought  before  one  of  their 
chief  officers,  called  the  commiiTary,  to 
have  our  names  entered,  and  fuch  as 
could  not  find  bail,  muft  go  to  prifon. 
This  man  and  his  wife  took  great  offence 
at  my  hat  being  in  its  place,  as  iikewife 
did  the  commiflary  at  Rofcone,  who  was 
an  old  man,  and  ill  of  the  gout,  upon 
his  bed.  But  feveral  capital  people  of 
the  town  being  prefent,  he  was  much  dif- 
pleafed,  becaufe  I  did  not  give  them  that 
honour  which  was'  none  of  their  due. 
When  I  had  given  in  my  name,  I  foon 
qukted  the*  room  This  commiffary  was 
a  young  man,  and  feveral  were  in  the 
room  with  him  I  had  not  afked  any 
body  to  be  bail  for  me,  for  1  was  eafy, 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  prifon  did  not 
terrify  me,  though  v/e  had  heard  a  very 
difmal  account  of  it;  however  Forney, 
whom  I  mentioned  before,  alter  he  had 
called  Riddel  afule,  and  afked  him  con- 
cerning me,  ventured  to  be  bail  for  me. 
I  ftaid  a  little  while  in  the  room  after  our 
people  were  withurawn,  and  looked  at 
the  great  man  as  he  fat  in  his  chair,  and 
thought  his  countenance  was  fomewhat 
milder,  and  he  ipake  pretty  kindly  ro 
me  when  we  parted*     It  was  laid,  he  was 
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very  bitter  againft  all  t!>e  Englifh,  and 
had  uttered  many  harfh  expreffions 
againft  them  ;  but  his  glafs  was  then 
almoft  run,  for  he  lived  but  a  little  while 
after  this. 

Forney,  who  had  paffed  his  word  for 
me,  being  agent,  had  my  papers  and 
letters,  which  1  found  he  did  not  chufe 
to  part  with,  except  my  certificate  and 
letter  of  credit,  and  another  paper  or 
two,  which  he  did  not  think  worth  while 
to  keep.  I  perceived  he  was  a  felfifh 
man,  for  after  he  underftood  my  little 
money  that  I  fhould  want  was  not  to 
come  through  his  hands,  he  came  to  me, 
and  w7ith  an  unpleafant  tone  told  me,  he 
would  not  (land  bound  for  me  any  longer. 
I  faid,  I  did  not  intend  to  give  him  any 
offence  in  employing  another  to  do  my 
bufinefs :  viz.  <Charles  Sermanfon,  a 
merchant,  who  was  of  great  fervice  to 
me  afterwards,  when  I  came  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  him.  When  he  heard 
Forney  would  not  be  bound  fcr  me  any 
longer,  he  faid3  he  would  be  bound  for 
me,  as  freely  as  he  would  for  his  own 
brother.  So  I  was  dill  kept  out  of  prU 
fon.  Whilft  we  were  here  we  were  ex- 
amined at  the  admiralty  office,  where 
they  alked  many  queftions,  and  I  thought, 
if  I  had  been  enough  aware  o£  them,  I 
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fhould  have  come  better  off  than  I  did. 
Before  they  had  us  into  the  room  where 
we  were  examined,  they  had  fomething 
of  the  form  of  an  oath.  I  told  them 
I  could  not  take  it,  being  againft  our  prin- 
ciples. After  fome  difcourfe  about  it, 
they,  not  being  willing  to  let  me  pafs 
without  examining,  had  me  into  their 
room,  and  alked  me  my  name  and  place 
of  abode,  whether  I  was  married,  and 
what  children  ;  to  which  I  anfwered. 
They  alked  what  preparations  were  mak- 
ing in  England  for  war?  To  which  I  an- 
fwered, as  I  did  not  concern  myfelf 
about  fuch  things,  I  fhould  fay  nothing 
about  them.  He  afked  other  queftions 
about  the  manner  of  our  being  taken, 
and  what  was  taken  rrom  me,  and  about 
our  fhip  and  cargo.  Then  after  a  pretty 
long  paufe,  he  faid,  now  I  have  fome 
clofe  queftions  to  afk  you,  but  you  muft 
not  be  angry.  I  was  filcnt,  not  knowing 
how  I  fhould  come  off.  He  then  afked 
me,  whether  I  was  a  minifter?  I  faid, 
I  did  not  chufe  to  be  put  under  that  de- 
nomination. He  faid,  what  then?  I  told 
him,  my  bufinefs,  when  at  home,  was 
to  look  after  and  feed  cattle,  and  fuch  in 
our  country  wTere  called  graziers.  He 
afked  me  what  1  was  going  to  do  in 
IPennfylvania?  I  fjid,  to  vifit  my  friends. 
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Whether  I  knew  any  body  there  ? 
faid  I  was  acquainted  with  but  a  few* 
Whether  I  was  fent  by  the  Quaker?  1^ 
told  him,  I  was  not;  though  I  had  their 
approbation  therein.  He  then  afked  mc, 
whether  or  no  the  Quakers  would  fight 
if  they  were  attacked  by  an  enemy?  I 
faid,  it  was  not  my  bufinefs  then  to  tell 
him  whether  they  would  or  not;  it  was 
enough  for  me  to  anfwer  for  myfelf. 
Then  faid  he,  If  you  were  fmitten  ca 
one  cheek,  would  not  you  turn  the  other? 
Or,  if  they  took  away  your  coat,  would 
not  you  give  them  your  cloke  alfo?  I 
faid,  it  was  fo  in  Scripture,  but  I  had 
not  freedom  at  that  time  to  anfwer  thdfe 
queftions.  He  aiked  me  no  more  queftU 
ons  at  that  time,  that  I  remember. 

About  this  time  I  fuifered  much  in 
my  fpirit ;  the  reafon  is  beft  known  to 
the  Lord.  I  was  heavy  and  forrowful 
in  my  mind  both  night  and  day  for  fohle 
time,  and  much  afraid,  left  I  ihould 
bring  dlfhonour  to  Truth  by  my  unfaith- 
fulnefs,  or  fome  flip  or  other  that  I  had 
made  or  might  make,  for  want  of  can: 
and  watchfulnefs,  in  that  ftrange  land, 
feparated  from  my  brethren,  and  depriv- 
ed of  all  outward  help  and  co:::icrt, 
But  this  to  me  was  a  profitable  feafon, 
for  I  found  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which 
was  then  in  my  heart,  did  preferve  me 
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torn  evil,  and  falling  into  temptation. 
Though  fuch  company  as  I  had  was  very 
unpleafant  to  me,  and  I  thought  myfelf 
unfit  for  conversation;  yet,  when  by 
honefl  inquirers,  I  was  afked  queilions 
concerning  our  faith  and  principles,  I 
was  helped,  in  the  openings  of  Truth, 
to  give  them  an  anfwer  concerning  the 
hope  that  was  in  me  :  fcriptures  freely 
opening,  and  all  things  brought  to  my 
remembrance,  Sufficient  to  put  to  filence, 
and  flop  the  mouths  of  gainfayers. 

Whilft  I  ftaid  in  Morlaix,  Charles 
Sermanfon  (before  mentioned)  who  often 
invited  me  to  his  houfe,  one  evening,  as 
we  were  in  difcourfe,  afked  me,  why  f 
went  abroad  in  fuch  troublefome  times? 
I  told  him,  I  believed  it  to  be  my  duty  ; 
for  nothing  elfe  would  have  induced  me 
to  leave  all  that  were  near  to  me  in  this 
world,  as  wife  and  children,  but  a  fenfe 
of  duty  to  God,  and  obedience  to  what 
I  believed  he  required  of  me;  for  as  to 
outward  gain  or  advantage,  I  had  no- 
thing of  that  in  my  view,  for  fuch  as 
have  freely  received,  mud  freely  give. 

Thus  fetting  forth  the  nature,  call,  and 
qualification  of  the  true  miniftry,  I  faw 
it  had  fome  reach  upon  him  and  his  wife, 
who  fat  by,  and  defired  that  he  would 
interpret  to  her  what  1  faid.  When  fhe 
understood  J  had  left  a  wife  and  children 
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behind  me,  fhe  faid  that  could  not  be 
confident  with  the  will  of  God.  I  fig- 
nified,  fhe  did  not  confider  Chrift  faith; 
"  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother,  wife 
M  or  children,  houfes  or  lands,  more 
M  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me/'  I 
took  the  liberty  to  reprove  her  hufband, 
for  taking  the  great  and  facred  name  in 
vain,  which  I  fuppofe  made  fome  altera- 
tion in  his  countenance.  She  then  afked 
him  what  I  faid.  When  he  told  her,  : 
faid,  I  had  done  well,  for  that  was  his 
great  weakn-efs,  and  fhe  hoped  he  Would 
take  notice  of  it,  I  faid,  by  turning  our 
minds  to  the  light  of  Chrift  in  our  hearts. 
which  reproveth  for  fin,  as  we  came  :o 
yield  obedience  to  it,  we  fliould  be  help- 
ed to  overcome  our  weaknefles.  She 
faid  1  was  a  faint,  and  had  overcome  the 
temptations  of  the  world*  I  faid,  what 
I  am,  it  is  by  Grace.  I  have  nothing  to 
boafl  of,  and  by  Grace  I  am  faved  out  of 
many  temptations  of  the  world  ;  yet  was 
a  man  of  like  paffions,  and  liable  to  ma- 
ny weakneffes,  as  they  were;  and  was 
no  longer  fafe  than  whilft  I  kept  upon 
my  watch.  My  mind  was  opened  to  point 
out  to  them  the  way  of  falvation,  fcrip- 
ture  being  brought  to  confirm  the  fuffi- 
eiency,  work,  and  operation  of  the  Grace 
of  God ?  upon  the  hearts  of  the  children 
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of  men;  with  the  faving  help  there  is  4n 
it,  as  it  is  yielded  obedience  unto.  It 
was  a  feafonable  opportunity.  Finding 
freedom,  I  let  him  fee  the  certificate  I 
had  from  my  friends.  When  he  had 
read  it,  he  faid,  he  liked  it  very  well. 
I  told  him  fomething  of  the  good  order 
we  had  amongft  us,  which  he  feemed  to 
approve  well  of;  but  faid,  he  could  but 
admire  that  I  fnould  take  fo  much  pains, 
without  any  view  of  outward  advantage. 
I  told  him,  what  I  had  faid  was  the  tuith, 
He  faid,  he  did  believe  it  was.  But,  laid 
he,  our  priefls  would  not  go  acrofs  that 
room  without  being  paid. 

Perceiving  that  what  had  already  paf- 
fed  had  fome  good  effeft,  for  the  man 
was  very  loving,  and  his  underftanding 
meafurably  opened,  to  diftinguifti  be- 
tween the  true  and  falfe  minifters,  I  took 
my  leave  for  that  time,  and  went  to  my 
quarters,  which  were  at  a  tavern,  where 
I  was  for  feveral  clays,  and  had  much 
company  of  divers  forts.  As  I  appeared 
to  them  fomewhat  fingular,  they  wanted 
to  know  what  I  was,  and  fuch  as  could 
fpeak  EnRlifh  would  afk  me  queltions  j 
and  as  I  foqtfd  freedom  I  anfwered  them. 
One  came  as  I  was  fitting  in  a  room, 
there  %%ing  a  pretty  dea  of  company, 
and  afked  why  the-  Quakers  would  not 

fight? 


(     43     ) 

fight?  I  told  him,  the  weapons  of  the 
primitive  Believers  were  not  carnal,  but 
fpnitual,  and  mighty,  through  faith,  to 
the  pulling  down  fin,  and  the  ftrong 
holds  of  Satan ;  and  fuch  as  are  now 
come  under  the  peaceable  government 
of  the  great  King  of  Kings  (who  faid, 
if  his  kingdom  had  been  of  this  world, 
then  his  fervants  would  have  fought) 
cannot  fight  with  carnal  weapons,  though 
there  fhould  feem  as  great  a  neceffity,  -as 
there  was  when  our  Lord  was  like  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Jews,  1  had  to  open  fe- 
veral  paffages  of  Scripture,  which  fet 
forth  the  peaceable  government  of  Chrift, 
who  came  not  to  deftroy  men's  lives,  but 
to  fave  them  ;  and  that  it  was  not  the 
lamb's  nature  to  tear  and  devour,  but 
the  wolf's.  This  opportunity  was  fea- 
fonable,  the  people  were  very  it  ill  and 
attentive.  He  that  afeed  me  this  queftion 
had  often  been  with  me,  and  had  afked 
many  queflions,  but  was  now  iilent,  and 
feemed  to  go  away  fatisfied ;  for  the 
power  of  God  was  over  them  at  that 
time. 

After  fome  time,  I  was,  with  fome  others 
who  were  prifoners  at  large,  ordered 
into  the  country  about  thirty  miles,  to  a 
town  called  Carhaix.  Charles  Sennanfon 
fupplied  me  with  what  money  I  wanted, 
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and  alfo  recommended  me  to  a  friend  of 
his  there,  one  John  Grace,  a  counfellor 
at  law,  who,  during  my  flay,  fhewed 
feveral  tokens  of  his  regard  and  hearty 
friendihip,  after  he  and  1  came  to  be  ac- 
quainted; though  I  may  fay  with  fafety, 
1  never  fought  his,  nor  any  other's  fa- 
vour, by  any-indirect  means,  or  in  a  way 
Truth  did  not  admit  of.  When  I  went 
to  his  houfe,  it  was  in  the  evening,  and 
he  taking  the  letter  with  his  hat  off, 
made  a  bow,  but  I  not  returning  it  as  he 
expefted,  he  with  an  earnelt  look,  and 
fomewhat  of  an  unpleafant  tone,  faid,  I 
might  go  to  the  tavern,  and  he  would 
come  to  me  in  the  morning.  He  did  fo, 
and  told  me,  as  I  had  been  recommended 
to  his  care  by  his  good  friend  Charles 
Sermanfon,  he  would  do  the  beft  he 
could  in  providing  me  a  private  lodging; 
and  any  other  feryice  he  could  do  me, 
which  lay  in  his  power,  fhould  not  be 
wanting.  I  told  him,  I  was  obliged  to 
him,  and  was  glad  to  find  him,  and  fome 
others  of  his  countrymen,  fo  well  dif- 
pofed  as  to  be  kind  to  ftrangers;  and  as 
I  was  a  flranger,  and  alfo  a  prifoner,  I 
fhould  be  glad  of  his  affrftance.  He 
faid,  he  was  glad  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  afTifting  his  fellow-creatures,  for  he 
looked  upon  it  to  be  no  more  than  his 
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duty.     Then  we  walked  into  the  town, 
where  he  provided   me  a  chamber,  and 
I  had   every  thing  found   me  tfaat  was 
neceffary.     My  new*  landlord  took  great 
notice  of  my  behaviour,  and,  I  fuppofe, 
at  firft  did  not  know  how  to  behave  him- 
felf   towards   me,    that   I   might  not  be 
offended ;  for  being  poor,  he  was  glad  of 
a  little  money.     He  could  fpeak  no  En- 
glish,   and   1   but  little  French,    fo    we 
could  have  no  converfation;   but  he  told 
one    of    the    Englifhmen,     who    fpoke 
French,  that  I  did  him  good,  though  he 
could    net   underftand   me.      He  was   a 
peruke-maker    by    trade,    and  when  he 
had  left  work   in  the  evenings,  he  and 
his   wife   would  come  and  fit  with  me  a 
confiderable  time  in  filence;  which  wa& 
not  difagreeable  to   me  :  for  fometimes, 
I  believe,  we  were  favoured  with  good, 
when  we  fat  in  filence.     His  wife  was  a 
religious  woman,    and  of   a  folid  fober 
behaviour,  fo  far  as  I  ever  faw.     I  (laid  in 
their  houfe  three  months,  and  then  took 
lodgings  in  another  place;  three  young 
men   in  like  circumflances  with  myfelf, 
defiring   very  much  to  be  with  me,  and 
they  not  having  room  for  us  all,  I  left 
them.     As  the  young  men  behaved  well, 
their    company   was   agreeable  ;    two   of 
them  being  friends  fons?  though  they  did 
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not  in  many  things  take  up  the  crofs  as* 
they  ought  to  have  done,  yet  their  beha- 
viour to  me  was  fuch,  as  gained  my  love 
and  affe&ion.  One  of  them  foon  after 
died  in  the  French  prifon,  being,  when 
taken,  upon  his  pafTage  to  Rhode-Ifland, 
where  his  parents  lived,  at  whofe  houfe 
I  afterwards  was,  and  found  them  very 
forrowful,  for  they  had  loft  three  of  their 
.  fons,  two  at  fea,  and  one  in  prifon.  As 
thefe  things  affected  and  made  fome  im- 
preffions  upon  my  mind,  1  made  a  few 
remarks, 

John  Grace,  the  counfellor,  afcer  a 
little  while,  became  very  loving,  and  had 
me  often  to  his  houfe,  it  not  being  far 
from  my  lodgings,  and  I  found  myfelf 
very  free  to  converfe  with  him,  and  told 
him  in  freedom  at  one  time,  if  he  had 
any  thing  in  his  mind  to  afk  concerning 
our  fociety  or  principles,  I  would  have 
him  be  quite  free,  for  I  fhould  be  willing 
to  anfvver  honeflly  according  to  the  belt 
of  my  underftanding.  He  faid,  he  un- 
derftood  we  did  not  baptife  with  water. 
I  told  him,  the  apoftie  Paul  faith, 
"  There  is  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
"  baptifm  jj"  and  water,  how  or  by 
whomfoever  adminiftered,  is  only  fuffi* 
cient  to  put  away  the  filth  of  the  fiefh, 
but  not  able  to  waih  away  the  fin  of  the 
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foul.  The  fame  apoftle  faid,  "  He  was 
"  not  fent  to  baptife,  (he  there  mud  be 
underftood  with  water)  u  but  to  preach 
"  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  that 
"  baptifeth  into  the  one  Spirit."  He 
further  faith  concerning  himfelf,  that  he 
was  not  awhit  behind  the  chiefeft  of  the 
apoftles ;  yet  he  thanks  God,  he  had 
baptifed  no  more  than  the  few  he  recites, 
which  he  would  not  have  done,  if  bap- 
tifm  with  water  had  been  the  one  bap- 
tifm  effential  to  falvation.  He  faid,  he 
thought  there  our  ought  to  be  fomething 
done  to  children  by  the  minifter,  to  initi- 
ate them  into  the  church.  I  faid,  as  to 
our  not  being  in  the  praclife  of  fprink- 
ling  children  with  water,  or  figning  them 
with  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  as  it  was  not 
fcripturaL  we  could  not  be  juftly  blamed 
for  being  in  the  difufe  of  it.  He  then 
faid,  if  he  at  fir  it  had  put  on  the  priefl's 
gown,  inftead  of  that  he  then  wore,  he 
ihould  have  thought  it  his  bufinefs  to  have 
fearched  more  into  the  Scriptures.  I 
told  him,  I  took  him  to  be  a  man  of  that 
underftanding,  as  very  well  to  know,  it 
ought  to  be  every  one's  bufinefs  to  fearch 
into  the  thinps  that  belong  to  their  own 
peace  He  faid  it  was  true,  but  they  had 
men  who  were  learned,  whom  they  paid, 
and  he  looked  upon  thefe  to  be  his  teach- 
ers, 


(.   4§     ) 

'ers,  and  as  for  him,  he  was  but  a  hearer, 
and  if  they  deceived  him,  it  would  be  the 
worfe  for  themfelves ;  they  could  not  de- 
ceive God.  I  faid,  it  was  true,  they 
could  not ;  but  as  the  falvation  of  the 
foul  is  a  thing  of  fo  great  moment,  we 
fliould  not  have  our  dependence  upon 
others,  and  as  to  teachers,  we  might 
know  them  by  their  fruits;  for,  accord- 
ing to  Chrift's  own  words,  ".men  do 
"  not  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  nor  figs 
4i  of  thirties. M  He  further  faith  to  his 
minifters,  "  freely  you  have  received, 
"  freely  give."  As  to  thofe  of  polluted 
lips,  1  thought  they  could  not  profit  the 
people  at  all.  He  faid,  there  was  no 
Scripture  that  forbad  marrying,  and  he 
thought  their  prielts  wrong  in  that;  for 
they  did  not  keep  themfelves  chafte,  but 
deluded  and  deceived  many  poor  young 
women.  I  faid,  it  was  great  pity  any 
fhould  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the 
Scriptures,  for  all  ought  to  have  liberty 
to  try  all  things,  that  they  may  hold  fall 
that  which  is  good;  for  it  is  dangerous 
pinning  their  faith  upon  other  men's 
fleeves:  "  if  the  blind  lead  the  blind, 
"  they  will  both  fall  into  the  ditch/' 
He  then  faid,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  read 
fome  of  our  authors,  which  I  gave  him 
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fome  expectations  of  fending,  if  I  lived 
to  return  home. 

Some  time  after  this,  he  fent  for  me 
to  dine  with  him,  when  I  expe&ed  he 
would  have  had  fome  priefts  with  him, 
but  he  had  not;  though  he  told  me  he 
had  invited  one  of  their  clergymen  to 
dine  with  him,  and  acquainted  him  I  was 
to  be  there,  but  he  defired  to  be  excufed, 
alledging,  he  thought  I  fhould  be  offend- 
ed with  his  company.  I  faid  I  fhould  not, 
if  he  was  a  religious  fober  man.  I  wras 
not  had  before  the  commiffary  or  chief 
magiftrate,  at  my  firft  coming  here,  with 
the  reft  of  the  prifoners,  but  this  coun- 
sellor gave  in  my  name,  and  when  they 
went  to  receive  the  government's  allow- 
ance,  I  went,  not  having  enough  to  (up- 
port  me  without.  But  hearing  the  com- 
miffary had  uttered  fome  very  bitter  ex- 
preffions  againft  the  Quakers,  and  me  in 
particular,  for  not  putting  off  my  hat, 
as  he  had  obferved,  when  I  met  him  in 
the  ftreeu  I  had  an  inclination  to  pay 
him  a  vifit,  which  I  acquainted  a  young 
man  with,  who  could  interpret  for  mc. 
We  found  the  commiffary  in  the  ftreet. 
The  young  man  told  him,  I  was  come 
to  fee  him,  or  pay  him  a  vifit.  He  look- 
ing earneftly  at  me,  after  a  paufe,  took 
us  into  a  room,  and  before  I  could  fay 
£  any 
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any  thing  to  him,  afked  me,  why  I  did 
not  put  off  my  hat?  I  told  him,  unco- 
vering our  heads  was  what  we  did  when 
we  prayed  and  addreffed  the  Almighty; 
but  to  do  it  to  our  fellow-creatures  was 
againft  our  confciences. 

The  anfwer,  though  fhort,  I  perceived 
fatisfied  him,  for  his  haughty  countenance 
fell,  and  he  then  fpake  mildly,  and  faid, 
he  had  heard  we  did  not  baptife  our  chil- 
dren, - 1  faid,  we  did  not  ufe  water-bap- 
tifm.  What  do  you  then,  faid  he,  in* 
ftead  of  water?  I  faid,  the  one  baptifm, 
which  we  believe  to  be  faving  and  effen- 
tial  to  falvation,  is  fpiritual,  that  of  fire 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  as  to  little  chil- 
dren, they  are  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  without  water,  or  the  help  of  any 
mortal  man.  I  told  him,  I  had  heard  he 
faid  fomething  againft  me,  but  I  came  in 
good  will  to  pay  him  a  friendly  vifit,  tor 
I  had  a  mind  to  fpeak  with  him  myfelf. 
He  then  took  me  by  the  hand,  faying,  he 
would  not  do  me  any  hurt,  but  all  the 
fervice  that  lay  in  his  power.  I  took  my 
leave  of  him  with  thankfulnefs,  that 
truth  had  thus  far  prevailed,  and  the 
young  man  was  well  fatisfied  ;  for  he 
was  fomewhat  in  fear  before  we  werit, 
having  heard  what  the  commiflary  had 
faid  concerning  me*    Ever  after,  when  I 
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met  with  him,  he  looked  pleafanMy,  and 
I  believe  never  any  more  took  offence  at 
my  hat. 

Charles  Sermanfon,  whilft  I  was  here, 
wrote  me  feveral  kind  letters ;  and  mine, 
which  I  wrote  to  England,  he  took  care 
to  fend  to  his  correfpondent  in  London; 
by  whom  alfo  my  letters  from  home  were 
fafely  conveyed  to  me,  which  made  my 
confinement  much  the  eafier,  as  I  could  - 
often  hear  from  my  wife  and  family,  and 
they  from  me.  After  I  had  been  confined 
about  five  months,  I  was  releafed ;  my 
paiiport  coming  to  hand,  I  fhewed  it  to 
John  Grace,  and  he  went  with  me  to  the 
commiffary,  who  readily  figned  it,  ex- 
preffing  his  gladnefs  that  I  had  got  my 
liberty,  and  w7as  going  to  my  family. 
He  alfo  gave  leave  to  feveral  of  my  fel- 
low prifoners,  who  were  defirous  to  ac- 
company me  to  Morlaix.  The  23d  of 
the  4th  month  I  took  my  leave  of  the 
counfeJlor  and  his  family,  with  divers 
others,  both  French  and  Enfflifh,  who 
came  to  fee  me  in  a  very  affeftionate 
manner.  When  I  came  to  Morlaix,  I 
found  a  Dutch  veffel  bound  to  Oitend. 
Charles  Sermanfon  agreed  with  the  ma- 
tter to  fet  me  upon  the  Englifh  coafl,  if 
the  wind  would  permit,  which  happened 
well  the  28th  of  the  4th  month  17157. 

When 
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When  I  came  to  London,  I  found  fe- 
veral  friends  very  glad  to  fee  me,  having 
had  a  near  fympathy  with  me  in  rny  exer- 
cifes ;  and  I  faw  the  Lord  had  been  my 
helper  and  deliverer,  in  that  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  bring  me  fafe  to  my  native 
land;  and  not  only  fo,  but  I  found  friends 
as  nearly  united  to  me  as  ever;  which 
was  a  great  comfort.  For  I  had  been 
afraid,  left  they  fhould  (land  at  a  diftance 
from  me;  but  magnified  be  the  Great 
Name  for  evermore,  I  found  all  well  in 
that  refpeft,  and  likewife  when  I  came  to 
my  own  habitation,  which  was  on  the* 
nth  of  the  5th  month  1757. 

I  foon  fet  out  again  for  the  yearly 
meeting  in  London,  which  began  the 
28th  of  the  5th  month  this  year.  My 
brother  Maw,  and  two  other  friends, 
accompanied  me.  It  was  believed  I  was 
intending  to  proceed  again  to  America; 
but  I  could  fay  little  to  it  wrhen  afked,  till 
th^- yearly  meeting  was  over,  and  friends 
moftly  gene  out  of  town.  I  was  then 
made  fenfible,  it  was  my  duty  again  to 
make  preparation  to  fet  forward;  a  (hip 
being  near  ready  to  fail  for  Philadelphia. 
I  then  acquainted  friends  with  it;  who 
left  me  to  my  liberty,  exprefied  their 
unity  writh  it,  and  made  all  things  as  eafy 
for  me   as  they  could.     For  which  my 
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fpirit  was  bowed  in  thankfulnefs,  to  the 
great,  good,  and  wife  Difpofer  «of  all 
things,  who  can  difpofe  the  minds  of 
his  people  as  he  feeth  meet;  and  who 
ever  will,  I  believe,  make  way  for  all 
that  put  their  trufl  in  him,  that  his  re- 
quirings  may  be  in  all  things  duly  an- 
fwered.  1  took  my  leave  ^of  my  wife 
and  family  in  a  folemn  manner,  not 
knowing  1  fhould  fee  them  again  in  mu- 
tability. I  alfo  fettled  my  outward  affairs 
in  fuch  order  as  I  thought  might  be  for 
the  beft. 

The  19th  of  the  6th  month  1757,  I 
left  London,  feveral  friends  accompany, 
ing  me  to  Gravefend.  The  veffel  being 
juft  ready  to  fail,  I  took  leave  of  friends, 
and  fo  lowed  her  in  a  fmall  veffel  as  far 
as  the  Nore,  two  of  my  kind  friends  ftill 
accompanying  me,  viz.  John  Sherwin 
and  Thomas  Wagftaffe.  I  went  on  board 
the  fhip,  and  they  returned  to  London. 
We  arrived  in  the  Downs  the  21ft,  and 
waited  for  a  convoy,  it  being  a  time 
when  much  (hipping  were  taken  by  the 
Frendi.  The  people  were  not  willing  to 
go  without  men  of  war. 

I  went  on  fhore  while  here,  and  found 

a  fmall  family  of  very  fenfible  friends,  of 

which  I  was  glad.    The  23d  we  weighed 

anchor,    being    in   all  about   fixty   fail* 
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We  loft  fight  of  land  the  8th  of  the  7th 
month,  had  a  good  paffage,  and  in  ten 
weeks  from  London  we  got  fate  to  Phila- 
delphia. Here  I  found  feveral  friends 
from  Europe  in  the  fervice  of  Truth, 
We  were  truly  glad  to  fee  each'  other, 
and  had  comfortable  meetings  together  : 
bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord !  I  have 
great  caufe  to  be  truly  thankful,  and  in 
humble  reverence,  to  praife  his  great 
and  everlafting  name,  for  many  deliver- 
ances both  by  fea  and  land.  I  may  in 
truth  fay,  his  name  hath  been  to  me  a 
ftrong  tower,  and  thither  1  have  run  and 
found  fafety.  For  though  he  fuffers  his 
to  be  tried,  as  in  the  furnace  of  affliction, 
he  will  not  leave  nor  forfake  them;  but 
his  arm  hath  been  made  bare  for  their 
deliverance,  and  he  hath  granted  them 
the  petition  of  their  fouls.  Glory  and 
honour  be  given  to  him,  and  that  for 
evermore !  I  Itaid  in  and  about  Philadel- 
phia till  the  yearly  meeting  was  over. 

The  5th  of  the  9th  month  1757,  I 
went  into  New  Jerfey,  John  Pemberton 
accompanying  me*  We  had  a  meeting 
at  Haddonfieldj  thence  to  Chefter,  and 
had  a  meeting  there  alio,  both  to  good 
Satisfaction.  We  lodged  at  Edmund 
Hohnhead's,  and  on  firft  day  were  at. 
Eveiharn  meeting,   which  was  attended 

with 


(     55     ) 

tvith  the  feafoning  virtue  and  power  of 
Truth.  We  went  that  night  to  Burling- 
ton, and  attended  the  monthly  meeting 
on  fecond  day,  which  I  thought  was  to 
general  iatisfattion.  I  lodged  at  John 
Smith's,  a  fubftantial  friend,  and  a  very 
ferviceable  man  in  the  fociety.  Here 
John  Pemberton  left  me. 

I  went  next  day  to  Ancocas,  it  being 
the  fourth  of  the  tenth  month,  and  third 
of  the  week.  We  had  a  meeting  there, 
which  was  hard  in  the  beginning,  and 
dull  j  but  that  fpirit  of  earthly  minded- 
nefs,  which  had  too  much  prevailed,  was 
teftified  againft,  and  truth,  I  think,  did 
in  a  good  degree  fpring  up  over  all: 
praifed  be  the  great  name  for  ever!  The 
fourth  of  the  week,  accompanied  by 
another  friend,  had  two  meetings  at 
Mount  Hotly,  both  to  pretty  good  fatis- 
fa&ion:  we  lodged  at  Jofiah  Fofter's* 
Fifth  day  we  had  a  meeting  at  a  fchool- 
houfe,  which  was  large,  and  though  it 
held  long,  the  people  were  very  quiet: 
we  lodged  at  William  Smith's.  Sixth 
day  we  had  a  meeting  at  Old  Spring, 
field;  firft  day  at  Mansfield.  It  was  a 
large  meeting,  but  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple hankering  much  after  words,  the 
fpring  of  life,  that  had  run  through  me, 
being  in  a  great  meafure  ftopt,  a  cloud 
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came  and  covered  my  tabernacle.  I  faw 
it  was  fafeft  to  ftand  ftill.  We  lodged  at 
Peter  Harvey's,  a  kind  and  ftea^y  friend* 

Next  day,  the  fecond  of  the  week, 
and  tenth  of  the  month,  we  had  a  meet- 
ing at  a  fchool-houfe  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, which  was  fmall,  but  in  fome  de- 
gree fatisfa&ory :  we  lodged  at  William 
Smith's:  had  a  meeting  at  Upper  Spring- 
field on  third  day ;  at  Freehold  on  fourth ; 
Crofwick's  on  fifth ;  BordentoWn  on 
fixth ;  and  Trenton  on  firft  day:  we 
lodged  here  at  William  Morris's.  From 
thence  to  Stony  Brook,  and  had  a  meet* 
ing  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  week,  and 
17th  of  the  rtionth.  We  lodged  at 
James  Clark's.  In  this  place  they  had 
been  hurt,  and  fcattered  in  their  minds  j 
as  alfo  in  feveral  other  places,  where 
there  had  been  a  driving,  and  a  dividing 
fpirit  got  in.  From  thence  we  went  to 
Robins's  meeting  on  third  day,  which 
was  not  fo  fatisfa&ory  as  could  have  been 
defired;  fome  being  refllefs,  the  meeting 
holding  long. 

We  went  from  thence  to  Squan,  and 
had  a  meeting  there  on  fifth  day  amongft 
a  company  of  poor  dark  people.  Then 
to  Shrewfbury  the  twenty-fecond  of  the 
tenth  month,  where  was  a  meeting  for 
ministers  and  eiders.     The  meeting  on 
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firft  day  was  very  large,  and,  confidering 
the  great  numbers  of  people  of  all  ranks, 
was  quiet.  Second  day  it  was  a  good 
folid  meeting,  Truth  prevailing  over  all : 
praifes  be  given  to  the  Great  Name  for 
ever.  The  Son  of  Pvighteoufnefs  did 
arife  with  healing  in  his  wings,  and  my 
foul  was  delivered,  as  out  of  the  pit; 
for  I  had  been  ready  to  defpair,  and 
thought  I  fhould  have  been  overcome  by 
the  enemy.  Great  horror  and  darknefs 
was  over  my  underftanding  for  a  time; 
but  the  Lord  did  fend  his  light,  and  his 
truth,  and  caufed  it  to  fhine  upon  my 
tabernacle;  and  I  had  to  declare  of  his 
mercy  and  goodnefs  towards  the  children 
of  men,  and  to  invite  them  to  come  and 
fee  for  themfelves,  what  great  things  the 
Lord  will  do  for  them  that  truft  in  him. 
This  great  meeting  ended  well,  and  I 
was  truly  thankful  to  the  great  Matter  of 
our  affemblies.  We  lodged  at  Jofeph 
WardePs,  a  worthy  friend. 

On  third  cay  we  came  back  to  Crof- 
wicks,  and  lodged  at  Thomas  Middle- 
ton's.  Next  day  to  widow  Andrews's, 
where  my  companion  was  taken  ill. 
Here  I  lelt  him,  after  flaying  one  night, 
and  went  to  Haddonfield  with  Ifaac  An- 
drews, and  lodged  at  his  houie  one  night, 
and  fo  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  ftaid  till 
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their  quarterly  meeting.  We  had  feveral 
comfortable  opportunities  together.  John 
Hunt  and  Chriftopher  Wilfon  from  En- 
gland were  here,  and  had  good  fervice. 
I  (laid  about  Philadelphia,  attending  meet- 
ings as  they  came  in  courfe,  both  for 
worfliip  and  difcipiine,  until  the  fifteenth 
of  the  eleventh  month,  when  I  fet  out 
towards  the  fouthern  provinces,  Tho- 
mas Lightfoot  accompanying  me.  We 
went  to  Chefter,  and  were  at  their  youth's 
quarterly  meeting,  which  was  a  time  to 
be  remembered  by  many  of  us. 

We  vifited  the  meetings  through 
Chefter  county,  till  we  came  to  Notting- 
ham, and  were  at  the  monthly  meeting, 
John  Hunt  alio  being  there.  It  was  a 
fullering  time  to  me,  I  being  fenfible  ma- 
ny were  worihipping  only  in  the  outward 
court,  whofe  dwelling  was  in  the  form 
without  the  power,  fuch  caufe  fuffering 
to  the  true  feed.  I  Itaid  meeting  with 
them  on  firft  day,  and  was  led  to  fpeak 
clofely  to  feveral  flates,  and  left  them 
pretty  eafy  in  my  own  mind.  I  lodged 
a*-  John  Churchman's,  and  had  a  meeting 
at  Weft-Nottingham  on  third  day ;  at 
Little  Britain  on  fourth  day,  here  feveral 
Prefbyterians  came  in,  with  their  priefl, 
who  took  down  in  writing  whax  I  faid; 
thouga  I  perceived  not  taut  he  *  as  wri- 
ting, 
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ting',  till  I  had  nigh  done  fpeaking. 
When  I  fat  down,  moft  of  them  went 
out,  but  he  ftaid;  and,  after  a  fiiort 
fpace,  1  had  to  fay,  "  The  time  {hall 
"  come,  uhen  the  dead  fhall  hear  the 
"  voice  of  the  Spn  of  God  (or  they  that 
u  are  dead  in  forms;)  and  they  that  hear 
"  and  obey  fhail  live;  and  that  Chrift 
"  is  the  refurreclion,  and  the  life,  and 
"  he  that  liveth  and  believeth  in  him, 
"  though  he  is  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live." 
I  did  not  enlarge  much  upon  it;  but  the 
meeting  broke  up  in  a  good  degree  of 
life,  and  the  prielt  went  off  with  his 
company.  Friends  thought  there  was  no 
danger  of  any  ill  coming  of  it,  but  I  was 
afraid,  left  Truth  fhould  fuffer. 

I  rode  that  evening  after  meeting  to 
William  Downing's,  who  had  a  large 
family,  with  whom  we  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity. Thence  we  came  to  Sadfbury, 
where  I  had  a  meeting,  and  in  the  open- 
ings of  truth,  had  clofely  to  fpeak  to  the 
Hates  of  many.  From  thence  I  went  to 
Lampiter,  where  I  had  two  inee  ings ; 
and  lb  to  Lancafter,  and  had  a  meeting 
wfth  the  few  friends  that  lived  there. 
We  lodged  at  Jfaac  Whitdock's  ;  and 
after  having  a  meeting  at  James  Wright's, 
we  crofted  the  river  Sufquehannah,  and 
went  to  York,  where  a  few  triends  dwelt, 

and 


C   60   ) 

and  had  a  meeting  among  them.     We 
quartered  at  Nathan  HufTey's. 

Our  next  meeting  was  at  Newberry; 
it  was  filent,  but  to  my  fatisfa&ion.  We 
palled  through  Warrington,  but  had  no 
meeting,  it  being  the  youth's  quarterly 
meeting  at  Huntington,  where  we  had 
an  edifying  time  together.  We  had  alfo 
meetings  at  Moynallan,  John  Evans's, 
Pipe-Creek,  Bufh-Creek,  and  Monoque- 
fy.  Then  croffing  Potoinack,  we  came 
into  Virginia,  to  Fairfax;  where  we  had 
a  meeting  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  week, 
and  twelfth  of  the  twelfth  month.  It 
was  a  good  meeting,  Truth  having  the 
dominion  :  magnified  be  the  great  name 
of  Ifraers  God,  and  that  for  evermore! 
We  lodged  at  Mary  Janey's,  a  difcreet 
orderly  woman,  who  had  feveral  fober 
well-inclined  children.  From  hence  we 
went  to  Goofe  Creek,  and  had  a  meet* 
ing  on  third  day:  it  was  well.  On 
fourth  day  we  had  a  meeting  at  David 
Pole's,  feveral  friends  accompanying  us. 
I  had  a  travail  in  fpirit,  that  Truth  might 
not  lofe  ground ;  finding  a  fpirit  of  eafe 
had  greatly  prevailed  in  many  of  the  pro- 
feffors  of  iruth,  to  the  forrow  of  the 
honeft- hearted.  We  left  David  Pole's 
houfe  on  fifth  day,  and  rode  over  the 
Blue  Ridg_e,  or  Blue  Mountains,  where 
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the  Tndians  had  done  much  mifchief,  by 
burning  houfes,  killing,  deftroying,  and 
carrying  many  people  away  captives;  but 
friends  had  not  hitherto  been  hurt:  yet 
fcveral  had  left  their  plantations^  and  fled 
back  again  over  the  Blue  Mountains, 
where  the  lands  had  been  rightly  pur- 
chafed  of  the  Indians. 

Things  feemed  dreadful,  and  feveral 
hearts  ready  to  fail.  We  proceeded  on 
our  journey,  and  came  within  fix  miles 
of  Winchefter,  where  the  Engliffi  had  a  - 
fort.  On  fixth  day  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Hopewell,  which  was  an  open  time.  I 
found  my  mind  much  engaged  for  the 
poor  fuffering  people,  but  had  to  tell 
them,  their  greatelt  enenlies  were  thcfe 
of  their  own  houfes.  The  meeting  end- 
^ed  well.  We  lodged  at  Jofeph  Lupton's, 
an  ancient  friend,  who  with  his  wife  were 
very  loving  to -us.  The  Indians  had 
killed  and  carried  away  feverai  within  a 
few  miles  ofthueir  habitation;  yet  they 
did  not  feem  miich  afraid ;  for  they  laid, 
they  did  not  fo  much  as  pull  in  then* 
fneck-ftrins;  of  the  door  when  they  went 
to  bed,  and  had  neither  lock  nor  bar. 
We  had  a  meeting  at  Crooked-run  on 
firft  day,  the  eighteenth  of  the  twelfth 
month.      It  was  a  good    meeting,    the 
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Lord   favouring  with  his  living  preferice. 
Glory  be  to  his  grea't  Name  for  ever! 

On  fecond  day  we  fet  forward  through 
the  woods,  and  over  the  hills  and  rocks, 
croffing  feveral  large  creeks.  We  came 
in  the  evening  to  a  man's  houfe,  called 
Mofes  Mackoy,  and  had  a  njeeting  there 
next  day.  They  were  an  unfettled  peo- 
ple, yet  affented  to  Truth;  but  were  not 
fully  convinced  in  their  minds,  concern- 
ing the  fufficiency  of  it,  having  an  eye 
to  outward  fhadows:  I  left  them  in  good 
will.  On  fourth  day  we  rode  about  thir- 
ty miles  to  Smith's  Creek,  where  we  had 
a  meeting  on  fifth  day,  at  the  houfe  of 
William  Caroll.  It  was  filent,  though 
they  had  fent  notice  feveral  miles,  and 
many  came.  I  told  them,  though  I  had 
nothing  to  communicate  by  way  of 
preaching,  or  declaration,  yet  I  found 
freedom  to  have  another  opportunity  at  a 
proper  time  and  place:  which  I  had  next 
day  at  the  houfe  of  John  Mills,  about  ten 
miles  oif,  fomewhat  on  our  way.  The 
meeting  was  to  good  fatisfaclion.  The 
Indians  had  killed  and  taken  away  people 
wirhin  two  or  three  miles  of  this  place, 
not  many  weeks  before;  but  the  Lord 
preferved  us  in  our  journey  Thankf- 
giving  and  praife  be  to  him,  and  that  for 
ever! 
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Seventh  day  we  fet  out  towards  tii; 
fouth  parts,  and  lodged  that  night  at  the 
foot  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  at  a  friendly 
man's  houfe,  having  two  friends  to  con- 
duct us.  Next  day,  being  the  firfl  of 
the  week,  we  crofled  the  mountains,  and 
towards  evening  came  to  DouglafVs,  and 
had  a  meeting  with  the  family.  The 
tvventy-feventh,  and  third  of  the  week, 
we  jiad  a  meeting  at  Camp  Creek.  It 
was  a  pretty  open  meeting,  though  the 
fenfe  of  good  is  almoft  loftamongft  them 
in  that  place,  and  their  dates  much  to  be 
lamented.  We  lodged  at  Charles  Mo- 
man's.  Next  day  we  rode  fifteen  miles, 
and  lodged  at  Francis  Clark's,  and  had 
a  meeting  at  Fork  Creek.  Many  people 
came,  and  fat  with  great  attention,  and 
the  meeting  was  folid. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Jenito,  where 
we  had  a  meeting,  and  many  people 
came,  but  it  being  filent,  they  feemed 
diffatisfied.  As  I  had  nothing  to  fay,  I 
was  glad  I  could  be  made  willing  to  be 
what  the  Lord  faw  meet  to  allot  me. 
We  lodged  at  Jan^  Watkins's,  a  widow 
woman.  She  received  us  kindly,  and 
had  feveral  loving  and  well-inclined  chil- 
dren. We  had  a  meeting  at  Cedar  Creek 
on  feventh  day,  the  thirty-firft  of  the 
twelfth  month  1757.     1^  was  afatisfaclo- 
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ry  and  good  meeting.  Truth  had  the 
dominion,  praifes  be  to  the  great  Giver 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift! — I  lodged 
at  William  Stanley's. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Caroline, 
where  the  meeting  was  on  firft  day,  the 
firft  of  the  firft  month  1758.  It  was  a 
large  and  good  meeting.  The  ftates  of 
the  people  were  fo  fpoken  to,  that 
through  the  Lord's  goodnefs  and  conde- 
fcenfion,  I  hope  may  tend  to  his  honour, 
and  to  the  help  of  his  poor  creatures. 
We  lodged  at  Morner  Chigles's,  and  alfo 
at  John  Chigles's,  one  night.  Next 
meeting  we  were  at  the  Swamp.  It 
feemed  to  me,  as  I  travelled  along  through 
thefe  parts,  true  religion  was  much  want- 
ing among  many  of  the  profeffors  of  it. 
I  lodged  at  William  Johnfon's.  The 
next  meeting  was  at  the  Black  Creek. 
It  was  a  good  time  to  me,  and  hope  alfo 
to  fome  others:  praifes  be  to  the  great 
Name!  I  lodged  at  an  old  man's. houfe 
that  night.  On  the  feventh  of  the  week, 
and  feventh  of  the  month,  the  meeting 
was  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  being  month- 
ly meeting,  and  then  rode  to  Curls,  and 
lodged  at  John  Pleafant's,  a  very  kind 
friend.  We  were  at  their  meeting  on  firft 
day.  The  third  of  the  week,  and  tenth 
of  the  month,  h^d  a  meeting  at  Wion 
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Oak,  fourteen  miles  from  Curls,  wJiicL 
was  fatisfa&ory.  We  lodged  at  John 
Crew's,  and  on  fourth  day  came  back 
to  John  Pleafant's.  On  fifth  day  we 
rode  to  Robert  Langley's  nigh  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  on  fixth  day  had  a  meeting 
at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  called  Butter. 
It  was  an  acceptable  time  to  fome. 

After  meeting  we  went  to  Robert 
Langley's,  where  we  were  kindly  enter- 
tained. On  firft  day  we  were  at  Pattifon's 
meeting,  which  was  a  low7  time  with  me; 
yet  truth  in  fome  good  degree  did  pre- 
vail. On  fecond  day  we  came  to  Bur- 
leigh, and  lodged  at  John  Honeycut's, 
and  had  a  meeting  at  Burleigh  on  third 
day,  which  was  to  fome  acceptable.  We 
lodged  at  Wike  Honeycut's,  and  were  at 
the  monthly  meeting  at  Surry-black  Wa- 
ter, where  we  had  good  fervice  for  Truth. 
They  being  in  the  mixture,  fuffered  peo- 
ple of  other  focieties  to  fit  with  them  in. 
their  meetings  of  bufinefs.  I  was  griev- 
ed, and  could  not  be  eafy  till  I  had  defired 
them  to  withdraw,  that  did  not  make 
profeffion  with  us,  both  from  the  men's, 
and  women's  meeting.  I  had  to  recom- 
mend to  the  onenefs  and  fimplicity  Truth 
led  into,  and  to  keep  their  meetings  for 
difcipline,  in  that  wifdom,  power,  and 
authority  that  they  were  at  firft  fet  up  in; 
F  2  that 
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that  they  might  not  join  with  the  world's 
fpirit,  but  keep  themfelves  feparate,  and 
in  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  keep 
the  authority,  and  bear  rule  over  thofe 
that  were  got  into  the  mixture,  and  were 
for  having  thofe  that  did  not  profefs  with 
us  to  fit  with  them,  when  they  tranfa&ed 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  For  fome  that 
profeffed  Truth  had  encouraged  this  prac- 
tice, which  tended  to  weaken  the  hands 
of  the  honeibhearted,  they  not  having 
found  that  liberty  and  freedom  to  fpeak 
fo  clofely  to  their  brethren,  as  need  re- 
quired. Jofeph  could  not  ufe  that  free 
dora,  and  unbofom  himfelf  to  his  bre- 
thren, in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  cafe  re- 
quired, till  the  Egyptians  were  gone  out. 
I  was  glad  I  was  there,  for  Truth  had 
the  dominion  in  the  end.  We  lodged 
at  Anfehrt  Baly's.  I  vifited  all  the  little 
handfuls  fcattered  up  and  down  in  thefe 
parts,  and  often  had  fervice  in  families* 
I  met  with  Samuel  SpaVold,  who  like- 
wife  was  much  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
Truth.  His  labour  of  love  in  the  work- 
of  the  gofpel  was  indeed  great  in  this 
part  of  the  world ;  thofe  of  other  focie- 
ties  being  much  reached  by  his  miniftry. 
We  were  truly  glad  to  fee  each  other; 
for  as  iron  fharpeneth  iron,  fo  doth  a 
man  the  countenance  of  his  friend.     We 
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had  feveral  comfortable  and  confirming 
feafons  together,  efpecially  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting  held  at  Black  Creek  for 
that  part  of  Virginia;  many  friends  from 
divers  places  being  there.  I  was  glad  to 
fee  them,  but  what  made  us  more  glad,- 
and  brought  us  nearer  to  one  another, 
was,  becaule  the  Lord  favoured  us  with 
his  prefence,  and  filled  our  hearts  with 
his  pure  love. 

Having  nigh  vifited  all  the  meetings  in 
this  province,  was  taking  my  leave  of 
many  of  them  in  time,  fo  far  as  I  could 
fee  them.  Taking  a  few  meetings  in  my 
way,  in  company  with  Samuel  Spavold* 
I  proceeded  towards  North  Carolina,  but 
left  him  to  vifit  fome  meetings  he  had  not 
been  at.  I  went  to  Piny  woods,  nigh  Per- 
quimon's  River,  in  North  Carolina;  and 
had  a  meeting  at  Pinywoods  the  ninth  of 
the  fecond  month.  It  was  large,  and  at- 
tended with  the  overfhadowings  of  divine 
goodnefs.  To  me  it  was  an  edifying 
ftrengthening  time,  as  I  truft  it  was  to 
many  more.  We  took  up  our  quarters 
at  Thomas  Newby's:  the  next  day  we 
had  a  meeting  at  Wells,  which  was  the 
fixth  of  the  week.  On  feventh  day  we 
were  at  the  Old  Neck;  and  on  firft  day 
at  Little  River.  This  meeting  was  very 
large,  there  being  a  confiderable  body  of 
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friends  in  this  part;  and  people  of  other 
focieties  attend  friends  meetings  when 
there  are  ftrangers.  I  was  helped  through 
thofe  large  affemblies  far  beyond  my  ex- 
pectation. I  thought  myfelf  fo  unfit, 
weak,  and  unworthy,  that  I  was  almoft 
caft  down  in  my  mind  before  I  came 
there;  but  praifes  and  thankfgivings  to 
him  that  helped  me,  1  left  them  rejoicing 
in  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord's  goodnefs  and 
mercy  to  my  foul.  I  lodged  two  nights 
at  Thomas  Nicholfon's,  who  moftly  fa- 
voured me  with  his  company  whilftl  was 
amongft  them.  Here  my  companion 
Thomas  Lightfoot  left  me,  and  returned 
to  Philadelphia.  The  laft  meeting  I  was 
at  here,  was  appointed  for  bamuel  Spa- 
void.  At  Pinywoods  we  had  a  folid  op- 
portunity together,  many  minds  being 
truly  bowed  to  the  root  of  life  in  them- 
felves,  and  finding  myfelf  clear,  may 
truly  fay,  I  parted  with  a  remnant  in 
pure  love,  and  the  unity  of  the  one 
fpirit. 

I  then  fet  forward  towards  a  wilder- 
nefs  country,  where  the  inhabitants  were 
very  thin,  two  young  men  accompany- 
ing me  Our  firft  meeting  after  we  left 
Perquimons,  was  at  John  Coupeland's. 
There  were  but  few  friends,  but  people 
of  other  focieties  came  in,  who  had  no- 
tice j 
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lice  j  amongft  Whom  was  an  officer  in  the 
army.  He  came  to  our  quarters  in  the 
morning,  and  rode  about  fix  miles  on  the 
road  towards  the  meeting,  then  turned 
off,  and  faid  he  would  go  and  fetch  his 
wife.  He  alfo  brought  with  him  a  com- 
pany of  young  people,  who  were  learn- 
ing to  dance  at  his  houfe,  which  I  did 
not  know  rill  the  meeting  was  over,  and 
then  he  came  and  told  me,  he  had  invit- 
ed them  to  come  to  the  meeting,  and 
alfo  their  matter,  but  he  would  not  come. 
I  faid,  it  was  fo  far  well,  but  it  w  as  a  pity 
he  fhould  encourage  fuch  vanity,  as  to 
keep  a  dancing-fchool  at  his  houfe.  He 
excufed  it,  faying,  the  man  owed  him 
money,  and  he  knew  not  how  otherways 
to  get  it,  but  by  letting  him  teach  his 
family.  I  fignified,  he  had  better  lofe  it, 
than  have  his  family  taught  that  which 
would  be  unprofitable  to  them;  for  there 
was  a  woe  pronounced  againfl:  fuch  as 
did  chant  to  the  found  of  the  viol,  and 
invented  to  themfelves  inftruments  of 
mufick,  like  David.  He  faid,  it  was  the 
truth  that  they  had  heard  fpoken  to-day, 
but  acknowledged  they  did  not  walk  an- 
fwerable  to  it.  I  faid,  it  was  their  own 
fault ;  for  if  they  wrould  take  heed  to  the 
teachings  of  Truth  in  themfelves,  it  would 
lead  them  into  all  truth,  and  confequently 
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out  of  all  error,  and  every  bye-path  and 
way  that  lead  to  deftru&ion. 

After  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves,  we 
paffed  his  houfe,  and  he  feeing  us,  came 
and  invited  us  in,  faying,  he  had  enter- 
tainment for  us,  and  fhould  be  glad  of 
our  company,  and  we  fhould  have  a  room 
to  ourfelves  I  acknowledged  his  kind- 
nefs,  but  as  time  would  not  permit,  we 
mud  proceed  on  our  journey.  We  took 
our  leave  of  him,  and  I  thought  he  was 
fo  reached,  as  to  be  meafureably  con- 
vinced of  the  fufficiency  of  the  bleffed 
Truth;  though  his  appearance,  and  like- 
wife  his  mind  being  lofty,  he  was  not 
willing  to  fubmit  to  the  low  appearance 
of  it. 

Our  next  meeting  was  at  Thomas 
Knox's,  a  man  lately  convinced:  it  was 
in  a  good  degree  fatisfa&ory.  We  had 
very  difficult  roads,  through  great  fwamps 
and  acrofs  many  creeks,  all  through  the 
woods  ;  and  in  many  places  but  little 
path  to  be  feen.  We  came  to  Fort-River, 
where  there  is  a  meeting  fettled,  of  fuch 
as  had  been  lately  convinced.  Many 
came  to  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Henry  Horn's.  Some  of  them  were  un- 
settled in  their  minds,  not  being  founded 
upon  the  fure  rock;  but  fuch  as  feek 
(hall  find,  and  they  that  dig  deep  enough 
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will  come  to  the  fure  foundation,  that 
the  righteous  have  built  upon  in  all  ages 
of  the  world.  Henry  Horn/^ttd  been 
a  teacher  among  the  Baptifts.  He  feem- 
ed  to  be  a  fteady  well-difpofed  man,  and 
had  a  few  words  in  meetings.  After  I 
left  his  houfe,  I  had  a  meeting  at  Jofeph 
Pitman's,  who,  with  feveral  others,  was 
under  convincement.  It  was  an  edifying 
feafon,  many  being  fenfibly  touched  with 
the  love  of  Truth.  I  (laid  with  them  one 
night,  and  then  went  to  a  fmall  meeting 
nigh  a  place  called  Nues.  It  was  two 
days  journey,  a  very  difficult  road  to 
find,  and  none  of  our  companions  had 
been  there  before. 

After  this  meeting,  we  went  to  Core 
Sound,  an  inlet  of  the  fea.  We  had 
ninety  miles  to  ride,  and  were  altogether 
unacquainted  with  the  way,  having  rivers, 
and  many  fwamps  to  crofs.  The  tuo 
young  men  were  (till  my  companions, 
Jofhua  Fletcher,  and  Francis  Nixon,  who 
were  very  ferviceable  to  me  through  this 
almoft  uninhabited  part  of  the  world. 
We  got  to  Henry  Stanton's  in  the  nic;ht, 
who  took  us  in,  and  entertained  us  very 
kindly.  When  we  had  flaid  two  days, 
had  a  meeting,  and  refted  ourfelves,  we 
fet  forward  towards  the  next  meeting 
among  friends,  which  was  one  hundred 
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and  fifty  miles.  But  in  our  way  we  had 
two  meetings  among  people  of  other 
focieties.  I  had  ftill  no  guide  but  the 
.  young  men,  who  knew  no  more  of  the 
way  than  myfelf.  But  fuch  as  are  ufed 
to  the  woods  can  find  the  way  through 
them  much  better  than  fuch  as  are  not. 

The  firft  meeting  we  had  after  we  left 
Core-Sound,  was  atPermeanusHauton's, 
who  gave  us  an  invitation  to  his  houfe, 
and  fent  to  give  notice  to  his  neighbours, 
though  fome  lived  feveral  miles  diilant. 
We  got  to  his  houfe  about  the  time  the 
meeting  was  appointed,  where  we  found 
feats  placed,  and  every  thing  in  fuch  con- 
venient order  for  a  meeting,  as  I  thought 
I  had  feldom  feen.  His  rooms  being 
little,  he  had  placed  feats  in  his  court- 
yard, and  under  the  windows,  that  I 
believe  ail  could  fit  and  hear  without  the 
lead  troubling  one  another;  and  indeed 
I. thought  his  labour  and  good  inclination 
were  bleffed,  for  a  folid  time  it  was,  and 
I  found  opennefs  to  declare  the  Truth 
amongfl:  them  I  would  that  all  our 
friends,  upon  the  like  occafion,  would 
take  this  man  for  their  example,  in  being 
diligent  to  invite  their  neighbours,  and 
to  make  room  and  accommodate  them  in 
the  belt  manner  they  are  capable  of.     It 
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certainly  hath  a  good  favour,  and  is  often 
attended  with  a  bleffing. 

A  fteady  friend,  who  had  been  a  member 
among  the  Prefbyterians,  told  me,  that 
the  care  and  pains  that  fome  friends  took 
to  invite  him,  and  fome  others,  was  on@ 
moving  caufe  towards  his  convincement. 
He  faid,  he  once  told  a  young  man,  who 
hadfrequently  invited  him  to  our  meetings 
when  ftrangers  came,  that  as  he,  nor  any 
of  his  friends  came  to  their  meetings,  he 
thought  he  would  go  no  more.  The 
young  man  anfwered  very  calmly,  faying, 
We  muft  not  come  to  you,  but  we  want 
you  to  come  to  us.  "  This,"  faid  he, 
"  with  the  diligence  friends  had  ufed 
"  without  view  of  outward  gain,  affect - 
J"  ed  my  mind,  that  I  concluded,  it  mud: 
"  be  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts, 
"  that  induced  them  to  call  and  invite  us 
"  to  come  to  them."  This  I  mention 
more  particularly,  becaufe  I  have  feen 
fome  that  profefs  truth  (to  my  grief)  very 
deficient  in  this  refpect.  We  had  ano- 
ther comfortable  opportunity  in  the'even- 
ing  with  this  man  and  his  family,  and 
fome  others,  that  ftaid  all  night.- 

Next   morning  I,  with  the  two  young 

men,    and  one   more,    who  had  a  mind 

to  go  a  day  or  two  along  with  us  through 

the  wildernefs,  fet  forward,  well  refrefh- 
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ed  both  in  body  and  mind;  hard  things 
being  made  eafy,  and  rough  and  untrod- 
den paths  being  made  fmooth  to  my 
mind.  We  had  a  meeting  alfo  at  George 
Cowper's,  whofe  wife  was  educated 
among  friends.  We  ftaid  one  night  at 
Wilmington,  the  capital  town  in  North 
Carolina;  but  it  being  their  general  court 
time,  and  the  privateers  having  brought 
in  prizes,  the  people's  minds  were  in 
great  commotions,  fo  that  I  could  find 
no  room  nor  freedom  to  have  a  meeting, 
though  feveral  called  Quakers  lived  there, 
but  held  no  meeting,  except  when  ftran- 
gers  came. 

We  crofled  a  branch  of  Cape-Fear 
River,  and  landed  upon  a  great  fwamp, 
which  was  very  rotten,  and  dangerous, 
by  reafon  cf  the  overflowing  of  the  river  j 
but  the  two  young  men,  and  a  negro, 
whom  we  hired  to  help  us,  carrying 
boards  from  one  place  to  another  for  the 
horfes  to  tread  upon,  in  time,  and  with 
much  difficulty,  we  got  well  over.  We 
then  came  again  into  the  woods,  where 
little  path  was  to  be  feen  ;  it  likewife 
being  rainy  dark  weather,  we  could  not 
tell  which  wray  to  go,  but  rode  many 
miles,  hoping  we  might  be  fleering  right; 
and  jufl  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  be- 
fore it  was  quite  dark,  we  came  to  a  lit- 
tle .. 
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tie  houfe,  the  fight  of  which  was  fatis- 
fa&ory,  being  weary,  and  very  wet. 
When  we  called,  the  man  faid  he  kept 
an  ordinary,  which  we  found  to  be  true. 
However,  we  were  contented  with  fuch 
as  we  found,  and  thankful  we  fared  fo 
well.  We  were  in  our  direct  road  for 
the  place  we  intended,  which  was  Car- 
verVCreek,  where  we  got  next  day,  the 
fixth  of  the  week,  and  tenth  of  the  third 
month.  Here  was  a  fmall  gathering  of 
friends.  We  (laid  their  firiliay  meeting 
over,  and  then  went  to  DanVCreek, 
where  we  found  another  gathering  of 
fuch  as  call  themfelves  friends,  but  had 
been  much  hurt,  and  fcattered  in  their 
minds  from  the  true  fhepherd,  by  an 
enemy  that  had  fown  tares. 

Here  I  parted  with  my  two  good  com- 
panions, who  had  travelled  with  me  more 
than  five  hundred  miles.  Being  nearly 
united  together,  we  parted  in  true  love. 
This  I  mention^  becaufe  the  Lord  loves  a 
cheerful  giver,  and  thofedid,  I  thought, 
what  they  did,  with  great  freedom  and 
cheerfulnefs,  not  begrudging  a  little  time, 
nor  a  little  outward  fubftance,  for  the 
fake  of  the  good  caufe  of  Truth.  Thofe 
will  not  lofe  their  reward,  for  it  is  helping 
forward  the  work,  as  that  of  opening  a 
door,  and  kindling  a  fire,  is  doing  part 
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of  the  bufinefs  of  the  matter's  houfe ; 
and  he  dothrlook  upon  it  as  done  to  him- 
felf,  if  it  is  but  that  of  handing  a  cup  of 
cold  water,  as  it  is  done  in  a  right  fpirif, 
it  will  have  his  bleffed  approbation  and 
reward.  I  had  another  companion,  pro- 
videntially, I  thought,  provided  here  for 
me. 

William  Ferril,  a  public  friend,  hav- 
ing heard  of  my  being  in  the  country, 
had  got  himfelf  ready  againfl  I  came, 
and  had  freedom  in  the  truth  to  travel 
with  me,  till  I  fhould  fall  in  with  another 
fuitable  companion;  which  made  my 
travels  through  thofe  lonely  places  much 
the  eafier.  When  we  left  his  houfe,  we 
fet  our  faces  towards  South-Carolina, 
having  but  one  meeting  of  friends  to  take 
in  the  way,  which  was  fettled  upon  a  ri- 
ver called  Pee-Dee,  about  an  hundred 
miles  from  the  faid  friend's  houfe.  This 
we  accomplifhed  in  about  two  days.  In 
the  night  we  lodged  in  the  Woods.  The 
few  friends  were  truly  glad  to  fee  us,  they 
being  feldom  vifited.  We  had  comfort- 
able and  refrefhing  feafons  together,  the 
Lord  owning  and  favouring  with  his 
good  prefence,  ftrengthened  not  only  the 
inward,  but  the  outward  man  alfo.  Here 
I  was  fenfibly  afFefted  with  fuch  a  feal, 
and  evidence  of  peace  in  my  own  mind, 

that 
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Chat  I  was  fully  purfuaded,  I  was  in  the 
way  of  my  duty :  it  made  me  go  on  again 
very  cheerfully.  No  one  can  tell  how 
good  the  L<ord  is,  but  fuch  as  have  tail- 
ed, and  feen  his  marvellous  ways  of 
working,  and  how  he  can  fpread  a  table 
for  thofe,  that  in  faithful  obedience  give 
up  to  his  requiring,  in  a  very  wildernefs; 
for  he  neither  lets  them  want  for  inward, 
nor  outward  food.  There  is  now,  as 
well  as  formerly,  a  little  remnant,  that, 
with  my  foul,  can  fet  their  feals  to  the 
truth  of  this;  and  can  fay  unto  him,  We 
have  lacked  nothing,  Lord! 

Francis  Clark,  with  whom  we  had 
quartered,  bore  us  company  one  day  and 
night  in  the  woods.  We  thought  fome- 
times,  we  travelled  near  fixty  miles  in  a 
day;  for  when  we  had  to  lodge  in  the 
woods,  we  rofe  early,  and  lay  down  late. 
Our  friend  Clark  returned  home,  leaving 
us  to  fhift  for  ourfelves ;  but  my  compa- 
nion, having  fome  knowledge  of  the 
way,  fleered,  I  believe,  a  pretty  ftraight 
courfe.  When  night  came,  we  pitched 
our  tent  in  a  valley,  where  there  was  fome 
grafs,  and  a  little  brook  of  water.  So 
when  we  had  eaten  fuch  as  our  bags  af- 
forded, and  given  our  horfcs  provender, 
and  taken  care  of  them,  with  what  little 
we  had,  we  lay  ourfelves  down,  andflept 
G  2  very 


(    7S    ) 

very  found  and  comfortably,  being  wea- 
ried with  riding. 

Next  morning  we  were  ftirring  by  the 
time  it  was  well  light,  and  foon  being 
ready,  mounted  our  horfes;  and  it  was 
well  we  did  fo,  for  there  came  fuch  a'  rain 
that  day,  that  it  raifed  the  creeks  and 
rivers  fo  high,  that  if  we  had  not  got 
over  them  that  night,  we  might  have  been 
flopped  for  fome  days.  We  travelled  tilU 
late  in  the  night,  and  coming  to  a  houfe," 
deiired  we  might  have  lodgings;  but  the 
anafter  of  it  told  us,  we  could  not.  We 
afked  him,  how  far  it  was  to  another 
lioufe,  He  faid,  it  was  but  a  mile,  but 
there  was  a  deep  creek  in  the  way,  and 
lie  would  not  go  with  us,  if  we  would 
give  him  a  great  deal  of  money.  I  then 
very  earneflly  defired,  that  he  would  let 
us  flay  in  his  houfe  all  night,  and  we 
would  pay  him  for  his  trouble,  and  for 
what  we  had;  for  we  had  rode  almofl  all 
the  day  in  the  rain,  and  it  was  a  very  cold 
rainy  night.  He  told  us,  he  would  not 
let  us  ftay  Ihere,  and  fo  left  us  (landing 
without  his  gate.  But  a  young  man 
{landing  by,  feeing  and  hearing  what  had 
paffed,  took  pity  on  us,  and  faid,  though 
it  was  dangerous  croffing  the  waters,  he 
would  take  his  horfe.  and  go  with  us; 
"which  he  did,  and  we  got  well  through, 
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to  the  place  the  man  had  told  us  ©f, 
Afcer  refrefhing  ourfelves  with  fuch  as 
the  houfe  afforded;  we  took  up  our  lodg- 
ings in  a  very  cold  room,  fuch  as  I  had 
never  lain  in  before.  But,  bad  as  it  was, 
I  was  glad  and  thankful  we  had  not  to  lie 
out  all-night  in  the  rain.  I  reded  well, 
and  in  the  morning  was  well  both  in  body 
and  mind* 

The  fourth  of  the  week  we  got  to  the 
Wateree,  whese  feveral  friends  from  Ire- 
land had  been  fettled  about  fix  or  feven 
years.  We  had  a  meeting  with  them* 
and  then,  with  Samuel  Milhoufe  and  my 
companion,  I  fet  out  towards  Charles- 
town.  This  took  us  moft  of  three  days,, 
it  being  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 
When  we  came  there*  we  found  but  few 
Heady  friends*  yet  we  had  fome  good 
opportunities  together ;  feveral  of  the 
town's  people  alfo  coming  in.  I  truft  our 
vifit  was  of  fervice*  and  tended  to  edifi- 
cation, and  ftrengthening  the  two-  or 
three  that  dwell  in  that  remote  part  of  the 
world.  However*  I  thought  I  fhould 
not  be  eafy  without  paying  them  a  vifit, 
though  1  had  to  ride  fo  far  on  purpofe. 

When  I  felt   myfelf  clear,  1  returned 
with  my  friends  to  the  Water.ee,  and  was 
with  them  at  their  firft  day  meeting,  and 
meeting  for  bufinefs.     We  had  good  op- 
portunities 
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portunities  likewife  in  their  feveral  farm* 
lies,  which  I  thought  would  not  eafily  be 
-forgotten.  Then  taking  our  leave  of 
them  in  gofpel-love,  in  which  we  had 
paid  them  that  vifit,  we  returned  to  Pee- 
Dee,  Samuel  Milhoufe  dill  accompanying 
us.  The  friends  there,  though  their  cir- 
cumfiances  in  the  world  were  but  low, 
treated  us  very  kindly.  Their  love  to 
truth,  and  diligence  in  attending  meet- 
ings, are  worthy  of  notice;  for  they  had 
nigh  one  hundred  miles  to  go  to  the 
monthly  meeting  they  belonged  to,  and 
I  was  informed  very  feldom  miffed  at- 
tending it. 

Here  my  companion  and  I  parted,  he 
returning  home,  and  I,  with  Francis 
Ciark,  went  towards  Cane-Creek.  His 
company  was  fo  agreeable,  that  time  did 
not  feem  long.  When  night  came,  we 
took  up  our  lodgings  in  the  woods,  and 
got  next  day  to  a  place  called  Deep-River, 
there  being  feveral  families  newly  fettled 
there,  but  they  had  not  yet  built  a  meet- 
ing-houfe.  We  had  a  meeting  at  a  friend's 
houfe,  and  then  proceeded  to  Cane- 
Creek,  where  there  is  a  large  body  of 
friends  gathered  thither  in  a  few  years 
from  the  feveral  provinces.  They  told 
me  they  had  not  been  fettled  there  above 
ten  years,  but  had  found  occafion  to  build 
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five  meeting-houfes,  and  then  wanted  one 
6r^two  more.  I  had  good  and  feafonable 
opportunities  among  them,  being  freely 
opened  in  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  to  de- 
clare the  truth. 

When  I  found  myfelf  eafy  to  leave 
them,  having  had  divers  meetings,  at 
Eno,  and  feveral  other  places,  which, 
for  brevity  fake,  I  forbear  to  mention ; 
I  with  Jeremiah  Pickitt  then  fet  out  to- 
wards Virginia,  having  nigh  two  hun- 
dred miles  to  travel,  and  had  but  one 
meeting  in  the  way.  We  got  to  Robert 
Langley's  on  firft  day  evening,  where 
I  ftaid  to  reft  and  refrefh  myfelf,  after  fo 
long  and  tedious  a  journey.  I  then  patt- 
ed to  Curls,  and  travelled  through  Vir- 
ginia, having  vifited  molt  of  the  meet- 
ings before,  and  came  into  Maryland. 
I  was  at  their  yearly  meeting  held  at 
Wefl-Riyer.  It  was  very  large,  and  ia 
the  feveral  fittings  thereof  overfhadowed 
with  the  wing  of  divine  power,  which 
tended  to  nouriih  the  good  part,  and  to 
the  gathering  and  fettling  the  minds  of 
many  upon  the  fure  foundation,  and  kept 
-down  that  fpirit  which  would  divide  in 
Jacob,  and  fcatter  in  Ifrael. 

We  parted  on  fourth  day  in  great  love, 
fome  of  us  being  nearly  united  in  fpirit. 
Fior  though  many,  by  balking  their  tefti- 
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mony  againft  that  antichriftian  yoke  of 
tithes,  and  trading  in  negroes,  have 
caufed  the  way  of  Truth  to  be  evil  fpoken 
of;  yet  I  was  fenfible  that  the  regard  of 
heaven  was  towards  them,  and  the  mer- 
ciful hand  was  ftill  ftretehed  out,  even 
towards  the  unfaithful,  and  backfliders, 
that  they  might  be  gathered.  I  had  a 
travel  and  exercife  upon  my  fpirit  for  the 
caufe  of  Truth,  and  that  the  great  blefifed' 
and -cverlafting  Name,  which  I  with  ma- 
ny more  make  a  profeffion  of,  might  not 
be  difhonoured:  the  faithful  are  indeed 
as  flakes  in  Sion,  but  they  are  but  as  orve 
of  a  family,  or  two  of  a  tribe. 

I  then  took  the  meetings  in  my  way  to 
Pennfylvania,  as  Elk-Ridge,  Patapfco, 
and  Patapfco-Foreft,  Little-Falls,  Gun- 
powder, and  fo  to  Deer-Creek,  where 
our  worthy  friends  John  Churchman  and 
his  wife  met  me.  We  croffed  the  river 
Sufquehannah  into  Pennfylvania,  and  fo 
to  their  houfe.  Having  had  many  pre- 
cious meetings  in  this  journey,  and  well 
cleared  myfelf  of  thofe  provinces,  1  was 
eafy  in  my  fpirit,  and  much  comforted  in 
the  Lord,  that  he  had  been  pleaied  thus 
far  to  help  me  through.  I  tarried  one 
night  at  John  Churchman's;  and  next 
day,  being  the  feventh  of  the  week,  wag 
2t  New-Garden    monthly   meeting;    on 
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firft  day  at  London-Grove,  where  there 
is  a  large  gathering  of  friends.  It  was  a 
good  opportunity,  truth  favouring  us, 
we  were  comforted  together  in  the  Lord. 
Gn  the  fecond  day,  the  twenty-ninth  of 
the  fifth  month,  I  got  to  Philadelphia, 
having  in  this  journey  travelled  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  miles. 

After  my  return  from  the  fouthern 
provinces,  I  ftaid  fome  weeks  vifiting 
meetings,  and  fome  friends  families,  in 
and  about  Philadelphia;  and  was  alfo  in 
the  Jerfeys  vifiting  feveral  meetings,  and 
attended  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Salem, 
which  held  three  days  for  wcrfhip  and 
discipline.  It  was  an  edifying  time,  things 
being  conducted  in  a  degree  of  the  pure 
wifdom,  and  the  overshadowing  of  divine 
power  was  witnefled  by  many.  Then, 
having  duly  waited  for  the  moving  and 
putting  forth  of  the  good  Shepherd,  who 
laid,  "  I  put  forth  my  fheep,  and  go  be- 
"  fore  them,"  I  thought  I  felt  a  draft, 
and  not  only  fo,  but  likewife  true  liber- 
ty, to  vifit  New-England,  which  I  had 
not  done  before.  If  I  had,  i  fhould  have 
proceeded,  in  order  to  ihorten  my  jour- 
ney, for  it  was  againft  mine  own  inclina- 
tion to  flay  fo  long  in  and  about  one 
place.     Therefore  1  fet  out  the  twenty- 
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fixth  of  the  feventh  month,  Ifaac  Green* 
leaf  accompanying  me. 

My  firft  ftep  was  to  Wright's  Town, 
where  was  held  a  general  meeting  for 
the  county  of  Bucks.  Then  we  crofled 
Delaware  into  New-Jerfey,  and  took 
meetings  in  our  way  to  New-York,  then 
to  Flushing  upon  Long-Iiland,  and  were 
at  their  monthly  meeting.  Then  croffing 
the  Bay  went  to  their  quarterly  meeting 
at  Purchafe.  After  this,  we  took  feveral 
meetings,  as  they  fell  in  our  way  towards 
Rhode-lfland.  I  then  had  Robert  Willis 
for  my  companion,,  (a  friend  from  the 
Jerfeys,)  who  had  drawings  in  his  mind 
that  way.  Many  people  came  to  our 
meetings  in  thofe  parts,  which  are  not. 
clofe]y  joined  in  outward  fellowfhip  with 
us;  yet  are  under  the  operation  of  the 
good  hand,  and  in  degree  convinced  of 
our  principles.  This,  I  thought,  made 
our  meetings  more  lively,  and  the  fpring 
of  the  gofpel  to  flow  more  plentifully,  to 
the  watering  the  thirfty  ground. 

When  we  had  vifned  the  meetings 
hereabouts,  and  taken  our  leave  of  friends, 
we  travelled  through  Connecticut  govern- 
ing nt,  having  but  one  or  two  meetings 
in  the  way.  The  Prefbyterians,  who 
formerly  in  thofe  parts  were  very  rigid  and 
bitter  againft  friends,   are  now  become 
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more  loving,  and  treated  us  very  kindly. 
I  had  great  drawings  of  the  Father's  love 
towards  them,  believing  his  fecret  hand 
was  at  work  to  bring  them  from  the 
barren  mountains  of  their  •  lifelefs  pro- 
feffion,  to  ferve  the  living  God  in  new- 
nefs  of  life.  We  came  to  Leicefter, 
where  there  is  a  little  handful  that  go 
under  our  name.  We  had  a  meeting 
with  them  on  firft  day,  the  twentieth  of 
the  eighth  month.  We  were  refrefhed 
together,  being  flrengthened  in  the  God 
of  our  falvation.  Then  we  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Bolton,  about  thirty  miles  from 
thence^  where  we  met  with  Samuel  Spa- 
void,  in  his  return  towards  Pennfylvania, 
he  having  vifited  moll  of  the  meetings,  in 
New-England.  We  had  a  good  feafon 
together.  Then  faluting  one  another  in 
that  unity  and  fellowfhip  which  brethren 
and  fellow-labourers  ought  to  dwell  in, 
we  parted;  and  my  companion  and  I 
went  to  Uxbridge,  and  had  a  meeting. 
Then  to  Mendam,  where  we  tarried  all 
night  at  Mofes  Aldrige's,  and  had  a 
meeting  next  day;  fo  on  to  Wainfockit, 
where  we  had  a  meeting.  The  weath  sr 
being  very  hot,  many  people  were  nigh 
fainting ;  but  praifes  be  to  the  greatName, 
the  meeting  concluded  well. 

On 
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On  firft  day  we  were  at  Providence 
yearly  meeting,  which  is  only  for  worfhip. 
It  was  very  large,  and  tended  to  the  ga- 
thering and  flaying  people's  minds  on 
Chrift,  the  chief  corner  ftone,  and  rock 
of  ages;  for  Truth  had  the  dominion, 
and  the  Lord's  power  was  felt.  We  had 
our  outward  entertainment  at  Stephen 
Hopkins's,  then  Governor  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  He  and  his  wife  treated  us  with 
hearty  kindnefs.  We  had  meetings  at 
Cranfton,  Warwick,  and  Eaft-Green- 
wich,  then  upon  Conanicut-Iiland.  We 
then  crofled  the  river,  and  came  to  New- 
port; and  attended  both  their  meetings 
on  firft  day,  which  were  large;  a  great 
number  refiding  thereabouts,  who  go  un- 
der our  name.  But,  with  forrow  of 
heart  may  it  be  faid,  in  the  time  of  eafe 
and  plenty,  many  have  taken  their  flight. 

We  left  Newport  on  third  day,  and 
had  a  meeting  at  Portfmouth,  in  which 
we  had  good  fervice  for  Truth.  Then 
croffing  the  Bay,  had  a  meeting  at  Free- 
town upon  the  main,  in  which  we  wrere 
favoured  with  the  openings  of  Truth, 
and  left  them  in  peace.  1  took  notice  of 
a  negro  man,  who  was  with  us  at  feveral 
meetings,  and  by  his  own  induftry,  with 
the  help  of  fome  friends,  had  purchafed 
his  freedom,  that  he  might  attend  meet- 
ings > 
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Tngs;  having,  for  fome  time,  been  con- 
vinced of  the  blelFed  Truth,  which  he 
much  prized,  and  told  me,  as  he  had 
been  obedient  to  the  operation  of  it, 
which  worketh  by  love,  he  found  him- 
felf  engaged  in  his  mind  to  exhort  his 
fellow-creatures  to  come  to  the  good  prin- 
ciple in  themfelves;  that  they,  by  yield- 
ing obedience,  might  know  a  being  faved 
by  it;  or  to  that  effect.  This  I  could  not 
gainfay,  nor  difcourage;  but  defired  him 
to  be  faithful  to  the  manifeitation  of 
Truth  in  his  own  heart,  and  the  meafurc 
of  Grace  he  had  received.  We  parted 
in  love  and  good  will,  being  brethren  of 
one  Father. 

Our  next  meeting  was  at  Little  G.ranf- 
ton,  after  which  I  parted  with  fever ai 
friends,  in  the  unity  of  the  one  Spirit, 
which  had  brought  us  into  nearnefs  and 
fellowfhip  with  each  other;  they  return- 
ing  to  their  places  of  abode,  and  I  with 
my  companion,  and  a  young  man  who 
accompanied  us  feveral  w7eeks,  ftill  kept 
forward.  J  was  enabled  to  labour  through 
thefe  parts  beyond  all  outward  expectati- 
on; for  though  the  meetings  were  large, 
by  reafon  of  great  comings  in  of  other 
people,  I  found  that  gracious  promife 
fulfilled  ;    "  As  the  day  is,  fo  fhall  thy 

ftrcngth  be."    We  were  at  Accoakefet, 
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New-Town,  and  Dartmouth  or  Aponi- 
ganfet,  and  had  a  meeting  at  each  place* 
The  laft  meeting,  I  thought,  did  not 
.  confift  of  lefs  than  eight  hundred  people. 
We  had  at  Cufhnett,  Rochefter,  Taun- 
ton, and  Freetown,  many  living  and  good 
opportunities  to  declare  Truth  in  the  free 
extendings  of  Gofpel-love;  alfo  at  Swan- 
fey,  on  a  firfl  day,  had  a  fatisfactory  op- 
portunity, Whilft  we  were  yifiting  thofe 
places,  we  took  up  our  quarters  at  Paul 
Ofbourn's,  who  often  accompanied  us 
from  one  meeting  to  another,  his  heart 
being  free  and  open  towards  his  friends, 
and  to  ferve  Truth. 

Having  well  cleared  ourfelves,  we  went 
towards  the  yearly  meetings  at  Bofton, 
Lynn,  and  Salem,  the  twenty-fecond  of 
the  ninth  month.  They  began  at  Bofton. 
I  do  not  remember  1  had  feen  fo  much 
ftillnefs  and  gravity  in  fo  great  an  aflem- 
blv,  as  I  obferved  there.  It  confifted  of 
people  of  different  perfuafions.  We  have 
great  caufe.  to  bow,  in  humble  thank- 
fulnefs,  to  the  God  of  all  our  mercies, 
that  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  wray 
for  his  people,  to  enjoy  their  religious 
meetings  without  the  lead:  moleftation,  in 
this  and  many  other  places,  where  our 
worthy  friends  formerly  fuffered  fore  per- 
fection,   by  long   imprifonment,  griev- 
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ous  whippings,  fpoiling  of  goods,  and 
forne  of  them  laid  down  their  lives  for  the 
teftiinony  of  a  good  confeience :  and 
though  our  God  be  a  gracious,  merciful, 
and  long-fuffering  God,  yet  he  will  take 
vengeance  on  ail  the  workers  of  iniquity, 
and  the  day  of  his  wrath  will  break  forth 
like  a  confuming  fire,  in  a  time  when  it 
is  not  looked  for.  As  he  faid,  fo  he  will 
do;  "  For,"  faid  he,  "  I  am  a  jealous 
"  God,  vifiting  the  fins  of  the  fathers 
"  upon  the  children,  unto  the  third  and 
"  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate 
"  me;  and  (hewing  mercy  unto  thou- 
"  fands  of  them  that  love  me,  and  keep 
"  my  commandments."  So  it  is  plain 
the  Lord  is  equal  in  all  his  ways:  for^ 
concerning  thofe  that  are  the  offspring  of 
that  hard-hearted,  wicked,  and  perverlb 
generation,  that  perfecuted  and  fhed  the 
blood  of  the  innocent  fervants  of  the 
Lord,  if  they  do  but  turn  to  him  with 
their  whole  hearts,  fo  as  to  love  him,  and 
keep  his  commandments,  they  will  furely 
find  mercy:  but,  if  they  continue  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion,  and  hardnefs  of  heart, 
and  fin  againft  his  light  and  good  fpirit 
in  their  hearts,  as  did  their  fore-fathers, 
he  will  vifit  them  with  his  judgments  for 
their  iniquities  ;  and  for  the  fins  which 
they  and  their  fore-fathers  have  commit- 
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ted,  he  will  pour  forth  the  cup  of  his  in- 
dignation without  mixture. 

After  thole  yearly  meetings,  we,  with 
feveral  friends,  went  towards  the  yearly 
meeting  at  Dover,  and  Cachecy,  taking 
feveral  meetings  in  the  way,  as  at  Ipf- 
\vich>  where  no  friends  lived;  but  we 
got  leave  to  have  a  meeting  in  their  court- 
houfe.  It  was  difturbed  by  a  man  (land- 
ing up,  when  I  was  in  teilimony,  who 
faid,  that  I  (truck  at  the  foundation  of 
their  principles.  He  was  a  very  hot  man, 
und  held  the  doctrine  of  abfolute  predef- 
tination.  I  told  him,  Truth  (truck  at  the 
unfound  foundation;  but,  as  he  was  in 
heat  and  anger,  not  fit  to  difputc  about 
religious  matters,  he  fat  down,  and  a  wo- 
man iharply  reproved  him  for  his  rude 
behaviour,  fhe  being  grieved  that  the 
meeting  fliould  be  difturbed;  for  it  was 
in  a  good  frame.  Several  of  the  people, 
I  believe,  were  afhamed  of  his  conduct. 
After  a  little  filence,  a  friend  flood  up, 
rind  had  a  good  opportunity.  Then  I  had 
to  clear  myfelf  of  what  was  upon  my 
mind,  and  the  people  being  ftill  and  at- 
tentive, the  meeting  concluded  well. 
The  man  who  had  oppofed  me  fnrunk 
away,  and  I  faw  him  no  more,  though  I 
looked  for  him,  and  in  coolnefs  thought 
to  have  had  a  little  further  difcourfe  with 
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him.  That  night  we  went  to  Newberry, 
wThere  we  had  a  meeting,  much  to  my 
comfort  and  fatisfaction.  We  had  meet- 
ings alfo  at  Amefbury,  Hampton,  and 
Dover.  Friends  had  been  ibrely  wound- 
ed  and  fcattered  in  their  minds  hereaway, 
by  an  unliable  fpirit.  Thofe  yearly  ga- 
therings were  large,  and  I  hope  tended 
to  the  honour  of  Truth.  We  went  next 
to  Barwick,  and  had  feveral  meetings 
there;  travelled  through  the  woods  ta 
Cafco,  where  we  had  an  opportunity  with 
friends,  and  fuch  as  attend  their  meet- 
ings. 

We  crofled  the  Bay  to  Small  Point, 
and  in  our  return  had  a  meeting  upon 
a  neck  of  land  called  Meryconeague* 
The  meeting  at  Small  Point  was  the 
northermoft  fettlement  of  friends  upon 
the  continent.  We  returned  by  Bofton, 
having  feveral  meetings  in  our  way;  and 
from  thence  to  Pembroke,  Sandwich, 
Yarmouth  upon  Cape  Cod,  Suckaneffit, 
Wood's  Hole,  and  thence  took  paffage 
to  Nantucket.  We  ftaid  upon  that  ifland 
about  a  week,  vifiting  friends  in  their 
families,  and  had  feveral  public  meetings 
with  them.  It  was  an  exerciiing  time  to 
me,  finding  the  true  feed,  or  life  of  re- 
ligion fuffering  much,  by  reafon  of  ftrife 
and  divifions.     I  left  them  forrowfully, 
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becaufe  I  thought  the  root  of  bltternefs 
was  not  removed,  though  I  was  com- 
forted in  feveral  meetings  among  them 
with  the  fliedding  abroad  of  divine  favour, 
which  ftrengthened  me  in  the  difcharge 
of  my  duty;  and  indeed  there  is  a  living 
remnant  ft  ill  among  them,  which  I  cha- 
ritably hoped  w7ould  be  preferved  in  the 
innocency  and  fimplicity  of  the  unchang- 
able  Truth,  Several  Indians  were  there, 
natives  of  the  iiland.  I  had  a  defire  to 
have  a  meeting  among  them,  and  ac- 
quainted them  with  it,  which  they  freely 
confented  to;  and  at  the  time  appointed 
their  prieft  was  waiting  for  us,  with  his 
meeting-houfe  doors  open,  and  faid,  he 
would  have  me  go  up  into  the  place  where 
he  ufed  to  preach.  I  told  him,  I  chofe 
to  fit  below  with  my  friends.  I  had  a 
living  open  time  among  them,  to  fet  forth 
the  neceflity  there  was  for  them  to  turn 
their  minds  to  the  grace  of  God  in  their 
own  hearts,  a  meafure  whereof  they,  as 
well  as  others,  had  received,  according 
to  the  apoitle's  doftrine;  which,  if  they 
gave  good  heed  unto,  and  yielded  obe- 
dience, according  to  the  manifeftation 
thereof,  would  bring  falVation.  The 
meeting  ended  in  prayer  and  praifcs  to 
Almighty  God  for  his  great  mercy  and 
loving-kindnefe  to  mankind,  in  fending 
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his  Son  to  be  a  light  to  enlighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  for  his  falvation  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth.  Solidity  appeared  in  their 
countenances,  and  they  behaved  with 
fobriety,  very  becoming  the  occafion  of 
our  alfembling  together.  I  fhould  be 
glad  there  was  more  of  it  to  be  feen 
among  thofe  that  profefs  Chriftianity. 

We  parted  with  them  in  the  love  of 
the  Gofpel,  which  I  felt  in  my  heart  to- 
wards them.  The  wind  coming  fair,  we 
took  our  leave  of  friends,  and  went  on 
board  a  vefiel,  a  friend  named  William 
Huffey  being  mafler.  In  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day  we  landed  upon  an  ifland 
called  Martha's  Vineyard.  We  quartered 
at  a  man's  houfe  that  called  himfelf  by 
our  name,  and  I  thought  he  had  fome 
zeal  for  Truth,  and  the  promotion  of  it ; 
for  after  he  underftood  we  had  a  defir.e 
to  have  a  meeting,  he  haftened  and  cal- 
led in  his  neighbours,  and  a  folid  good 
time  we  had  together. 

The  next  morning,  being  favoured 
with  a  fair  wind,  we  crofted  the  Sound 
to  Dartmouth,  and  landed  nigh  the  meet- 
ing-houfe,  where  we  met  with  feveral 
friends,  who  had  attended  the  quarterly 
meeting.  The  meeting  ended  that  day, 
we  had  a  confirming  fweet  opportunity 
together,  in  waiting  upon  the  Lord  be- 
fore 
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fore  we  parted  with  them,  and  thofe  that 
came  from  Nantucket.  Next  day  we  got 
to  Freetown  and  in  the  evening  had  a 
good  opportunity  at  the  houfe  of  Abra- 
ham Barker  with  the  friends  that  lived 
thereabouts.  To  this  meeting  came  the 
negro  man  I  mentioned  before.  He  told 
me  he  had  been  vifiting  fome  of  his  own 
colour,  and  was  returning  to  Newport, 
where  he  lived;  but  in  his  way  he  faid, 
he  thought  he  muft  go  by  Abraham  Bar- 
ker's, though  out  of  his  way,  not  know- 
ing we  were  come  from  Nantucket. 
When  he  faw  us,  he  teemed  to  be  almoft: 
overcome  with  joy,  and  was  of  fervice 
to  us ;  for  we  wanted  to  fend  fomebody 
over  the  Bay,  either  that  night,  or  early 
next  morning,  to  appoint  a  meeting  for 
us  at  Portfmouth  upon  the  ifland;  and 
none  readier  and  more  willing  than  poor 
Cssfar;  for  he  was  ftirring  fo  foon  in  the 
morning,  that  he  gave  full  notice  up  and 
down  the  ifland.  So  we  had  a  large  ga- 
thering colle&ed  in  due  time,  though 
the  time  to  give  tiotice  in  was  fo  fhort, 
and  feafonable  advice  was  handed  forth. 
From  thence  we  went  to  Newport  with 
our  friend  Thomas  Richardfon,  with 
whom  we  had  lodged  when  there  before, 
and  were  at  their  monthly  meeting;  we 
ftaid  with  them  alfo  on  firft  day      Our 
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meetings  were  richly  favoured  with  the 
free  extendmgs  of  divine  power  and  wif- 
dom;  fo  that  I  was  truly  thankful  I  had 
been  helped  to  get  through  the  various 
difficult  paths  I  had  to  tread  in  this  un- 
ftable  part  of  the  world. 

On  fecond  day  we  left  Newport,  and 
crofled  the  river  to  Conannicut  Ifland, 
where  a  meeting  was  appointed  for  us; 
wherein  we  were  well  refrefhed  together, 
and  the  conclufion  was  in  prayer  and  fup. 
plication  for  each  other's  growth,  prefer- 
vation,  and  efiablifhment  in  the  blefled 
Truth.  We  here  parted  with  fome 
friends  of  Rhode-Iiland,  under  a  fenfe  of 
divine  favour,  and  in  the  uniting  love  of 
the  Gofpel,  which  had  caufed  us  to  be 
near  one  unto  another.  Then  croffing 
the  river  upon  the  main  land,  we  had 
meetings  at  Kingwood,Peries,  Richmond, 
and  Hopkinton,  and  fo  paffed  through 
Naraganfet,  till  we  came  to  Wefterby 
Lower,  the  lad  meeting  in  thofe  parts  we 
had  to  vifit.  We  took  our  leave  of  thofe 
friends  that  accompanied  us  in  great  good 
will ;  then  travelled  through  the  lower 
part  of  Connecticut  government,  croffing 
many  rivers,  and  the  weather  extreme 
cold.  It  was  hard  for  me  to  bear;  but 
pvaifes  be  to  the  great  Name,  I  was  pre- 
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ferved  in  health,  and  my  natural  flrength 
did  not  at  all  fail. 

When  we  had  travelled  hard  about 
three  days,  we  came  again  among  friends ; 
and  on  fixth  day  had  a  meeting  at  Ino- 
marance.  It  was  to  me  a  good  time; 
for  the  bread  that  refrefheth  the  hungry 
foul  was  broken.  We  then  croffed  over 
to  Long-Ifland,  and  were  at  the  meeting 
at  Flufhing  on  firfl  day,  the  twentieth  of 
the  eleventh  month.  On  third  day  we 
had  a  meeting  at  Cow-neck;  on  fourth 
day  at  Weftbury.  Lukewarmnefs  and 
indifference  had  much  prevailed  in  many 
places  among  the  profeffors  of  Truth. 
I  had  often  to  bear  my  teftimony  for  the 
blefTed  Truth  againfl  earthly-mindednefs, 
and  all  the  deceitful  and  falfe  coverings 
of  the  flefli,  which  had  been  the  caufe  of 
it  I  returned  back  to  Flufhing,  in  order 
to  be  at  their  quarterly  meeting,  which 
4  bt^an  on  feventh  day  for  miniflers  and 
elders.  It  was  attended  with  a  degree  of 
divine  favour,  to  the  comforting  of  our 
fouls.  Thofe  meetings  were  meafurably 
bleffed  with  the  prefence  of  the  great  and 
good  Mailer  of  our  affemblies,  and  his 
voice  was  heard  by  fome,  to  fpeak  as  ne- 
ver man  fpake;  and  we  had  to  conclude 
in  humble  fupplication  to  him  for  his  help, 
and  the  continuation  of  his  mercy,    in 
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vifiting  and  turning  the  hearts  of  his  peo- 
ple to  himfelf.  I  then  vifitcd  the  meet- 
ings upon  the  illand,  which  I  had  not  yet 
been  at,  and  had  meetings  at  Rockway, 
and  again  atWeftbury  monthly  meeting, 
where  I  was  clofely  exercifed  on  Truth's 
account;  but  was  helped  to  clear  myfelf 
of  what  lay  upon  my  mind,  and  came 
away  eafy. 

I  then  went  to  Bethphage,  and  had 
meetings  alfo  at  Sickatauge  and  Oyfter- 
bay,  where  there  had  been  a  large  meet- 
ing, but  now  much  declined ;  yet  we 
had  a  large  meeting,  accompanied  with 
Divine  Power,  to  my  great  comfort.  On 
firft  day  I  was  at  Jericho.  The  meet- 
ing' confifted  of  feveral  hundreds 
people,  who  heard  the  Truth  declared 
with  great  attention,  the  power  of  it  be- 
ing over  all,  to  the  praife  of  Ifrael's  God. 
PalTing  through  New-York,  1  (laid  their 
meeting;  then  croffed  over  by  way  of 
Staten-Ifland,  to  Rahway  in  Eatl-Jerfey, 
where  I  had  a  meeting  with  friends,  and 
ibme  others,  that  came  in,  to  the 
cation  and  comfort  of  feveral,  myfell 
particular ;  being  therein  fcrengtheued 
and  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  the  fu- 
ture fervice  I  might  be  engaged  in.  We 
lodged  at  Jofeph  Shotwell's,  and  on  fixth 
dav  had  a  meeting  at  Plainfield.  It  was 
I  but 
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but  fmall,  by  reafon  of  fhort  notice,  yet 
favoured  with  the  overfhadowings  of  di- 
vine favour;  for  which  our  fouls  were 
inwardly  bowed  to  the  Father  of  all  our 
mercies. 

I  rode  to  Whitpiny  on  feventh  day  to 
the  quarterly  meeting,  which  began  on 
firft  day.  It  was  a  good  fatisfa&ory  time 
with  us.  I  ftaid  there  on  fecond  day, 
and  was  at  the  preparative  meeting,  which 
was  fatisfa&ory,  divers  things  being 
opened  and  delivered  in  the  pure  wifdom 
concerning  the  things  of  God,  and  the 
good  order  eftablifhed  in  his  church.  I 
had  fome  good  feafonable  opportunities 
in  fome  friends  families;  and  on  third 
day  had  a  meeting  at  Rahway  appoint- 
ed for  thofe  of  other  focieties;  which 
was  to  good  fatisfa&ion.  On  fourth  day 
we  went  to  the  Great  Meadows,  where  we 
had  a  meeting  with  the  friends  there, 
amongft  whom  is  a  living  remnant.  We 
were  made  to  rejoice  together,  in  a  true 
fenfe  of  the  fhedding  abroad  of  Divine 
Love  in  our  hearts.  On  fifth  day  I  went 
to  Kingwood  monthly  meeting.  I  had 
fome  fervice  there  for  Truth,  in  recom- 
mending to  the  good  order  of  the  Gof- 
pel  in  each  branch  of  our  Chriflian  dis- 
cipline; which  I  obferved  to  be  much 
wanting  among  them.     On  fixth  day  I 
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had  a  meeting  at  Amwell,  at  the  houic 
of  Gerfhotn  Motts.  It  was  an  open  time, 
Truth  in  a  good  degree  prevailing.  On 
firft  day  had  a  meeting  at  Crofwick's ;  d 
clofe  fearching  time  it  was,  many  dates 
being  opened  in  the  love  of  the  Gofpel. 
On  feconddayl  was  at  a  meeting  at  Free- 
hold, in  which  I  was  largely  opened  in 
the  free  extendings  of  divine  favour.  On 
third  day,  the  nineteenth  of  the  twelfth 
month,  I  had  a  meeting  at  Upper-Spring- 
field. I  was  led  to  the  ftates  of  the  peo- 
ple in  a  clofe  manner,  and  the  meeting 
ended  well.  On  fourth  day  I  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Old-Springfield.  It  was  an  edify- 
ing and  good  meeting,  Truth  having  the 
dominion,  to  the  praife  of  Ifrael's  God. 
On  fifth  day  I  went  to  Little  Egg-Har- 
bour, and  had  a  meeting  there  next  day, 
in  which  I  was  enabled  to  clear  myfelf  in 
a  good  degree,  and  came  away  eafy. 

We  croffed  the  river  in  the  evening 
to  Great  Egg-Harbour.  The  weather 
being  very  cold,  and  having  much  ice, 
our  journey  was  attended  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty; but  we  got  well  over  the  river, 
though  in  the  night,  to  Great  Egg-Har- 
bour, and  lodged  at  Pvobert  Smith's,  au 
ancient  friend,  who,  with  his  wife,  en- 
tertained us  very  kindly.  We  had  a 
meeting  there  on  feventh  day,  held  at  a 

friend's 
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friend's  houfe,  by  reafon  of  the  extreme 
cold  feafon.  We  had  a  folemn  comfort- 
able time  together,  and  after  meeting  rode 
to  the  other  meeting,  along  the  Bay  fhore, 
towards  Cape-May,  which  was  on  firft 
day,  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  twelfth 
month  1758.  It  was  a  clofe  exercifing 
time  with  me.  The  froft  was  fo  fharp, 
we  could  not  crofs  the  Bay  to  Cape-May, 
but  were  obliged  to  ride  round  to  a 
bridge,  where  we  croffed  the  river; 
which  was  about  forty  miles  out  of  the 
way,  and  being  flrangers  to  the  road,  we 
met  with  much  difficulty  through  the 
woods,  and  there  was  no  beaten  path  to 
be  feen  for  fome  miles.  I  faw  that  the 
friend,  who  pretended  to  be  our  guide, 
was  going  wrong,  and  told  him,  if  we 
took  that  courfe,  it  would  lead  us  much 
out  of  the  way;  for  I  was  very  uneafy. 
Upon  which  he  took  out  his  compafs, 
and  finding  it  fo,  altered  his  courfe  to 
that  which  I  thought  lay  towards  the  road. 
I  then  found  my  mind  quite  eafy,  and 
faid,  I  thought  we  fhould  foon  find  it, 
which  fo  happened.  I  faid  not  much  to 
the  friends,  but  was  thankful  to  the  Lord, 
to  find  he  was  plealed  to  draw  my  mind 
towards  the  way  we  wanted  to  go. 

Night  coming  on,  with  much  rain,  we 
lodged  at  a  tavern,  and  next  morning  got 
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to  William  Townfend'e,  where  we  had 
two  meetings  to  pretty  good  fatisfadtion. 
On  feventh  day  we  rode  about  forty  miles 
to  John  Reeves  at  Greenwich,  were  at  the 
meeting  on  firft  day,  the  thirty-firft  of  the 
twelfth  month,  and  had  good  fervice  for 
Truth.  In  that  place  there  is  a  promifing 
appearance,  among  the  youth,  of  the 
profperity  of  Truth.  Second  day,  the 
firft  of  the  firft  month,  we  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Alloway's  Creek,  which  was  at- 
tended with  good ;  I  being  helped  be- 
yond my  own  expe&ation.  On  third  day 
I  had  a  meeting  at  the  head  of  Alloway's 
Creek,  where  1  was  led  to  feveral  ftates 
in  a  clofe  manner,  and  came  away  much 
refrefhed  in  the  Lord :  praifes  be  to  his 
great  Name  for  evermore!  I  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Salem  on  fourth  day,  there  being 
a  marriage,  and  the  new  wine  was  hand- 
ed forth,  which  made  feveral  rejoice  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  divine  favour  communicat- 
ed unto  our  fouls.  On  fifth  day  I  had 
a  meeting  at  Pile's  Grove.  It  was  large, 
feveral  of  other  focieties  being  there, 
I  was  opened  in  the  free  extendings  of 
Gofpel  love  to  their  fouls.  It  was  a  good 
time  to  many,  magnified  be  the  God  of 
our  falvation!  On  fixth  day  I  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Woodbury,  which  was  a  folidgood 
time. 

I  2  The 
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The  fixth  of  the  firft  month  I  went  to 
Haddonfield,  and  lodged  at  the  widow 
Eaftaugh's,  where  I  was  very  kindly  en- 
tertained. On  firft  day  I  went  to  Evef- 
ham  meeting,  where  I  had  been  before, 
and  had  fervice  for  Truth  in  the  love  of 
the  Gofpel.  Haddonfield  monthly  meet- 
ing being  on  fecond  day,  I  {laid  there, 
and  had  an  exercife  on  my  mind  for  the 
honour,  promotion,  and  profperity  of  the 
bleffed  Truth,  and  that  all  might  aft  in 
the  wifdom,  power,  and  life,  and  might 
know  felf  kept  down  by  the  power.  I 
rejoiced  I  was  at  this  meeting,  Truth  fa- 
vouring, and  the  Lord's  power  being 
over  all.  I  was  made  thankful  in  my 
heart  to  the  great  Author  from  whence 
•all  our  bleffings  flow. 

I  went  to  Philadelphia  on  third  day, 
but  finding  my  mind  drawn  towards  the 
Eaftern  fhore  of  Maryland,  I  fet  out  again 
on  fifth  day,  the  eleventh  of  the  firft 
month,  and  reached  Wilmington  that 
night.  I  lodged  at  William  Shipley's, 
when  at  Wilmington,  and  having  feen 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  when  in  Old  England, 
D  the  fervice  of  Truth,  the  remembraaice 
of  which  had  often  been  revived  upon  my 
mind,  as  believing  her  to  be  a  mother  in 
Ifrael,  and  a  fanftified  veffel  fitted  for  the 
inafter's  ufe,  I  could  not  but  rejoice  to  fee 

her 
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her  again,  and  find  her  alive  in  the  Truth, 
now  in  her  declining  years.  Our  next 
meeting  was  at  the  head  of  Safifafrafs* 
It  was  a  hard  time  with  me  the  fore  part 
of  the  meeting;  yet  I  came  away  well 
fatisfied,  Truth  favouring  towards  the 
conclufion,  to  the  honour  and  praife  of 
Ifrael's  God.  After  meeting  I  went 
home  with  Jofhua  Vanfant's,  where  I 
lodged. 

The  next  meeting  was  at  Cecil,  I  was 
was  exceeding  poor  and  low,  and  deeply 
exercifed  in  my  mind,  but  was  helped 
over  all,  and  beyond  all  thought  and  ex- 
peclion  of  my  own ;  for  I  think,  I  may 
fay  in  fmcerity,  I  had  no  truft  nor  confi- 
dence, fave  in  the  Lord  alone,  who  hi- 
therto hath  been  my  rock,  and  my  ftrong 
tower,  my  fure  helper  in  every  needful 
time.  May  I,  with  all  mine,  put  our 
trult  in  him,  hath  often  been  the  eameft 
prayer  and  fupplication  of  my  foul.  I 
had  a  meeting  at  Queen  Ann's,  which 
ended  well,  the  Lord's  power  being  felt 
amon£  us,  to  our  comfort.  I  lodged  at 
Furner's,  where  we  had  a  meet- 
ing with  the  family,  and  feveral  others 
who  came  in,  I  hope  it  might  tend  in 
fome  degree  to  ftir  up  the  carelefs,  and 
warn  the  unfaithful.  The  twcnty-firft  of 
the  firft  month  I  had  a  meeting  at  Tuck- 
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ahoa;  It  was  fmall,  but  attended  with 
good,  the  Lord  favouring  us  with  his 
prefence,  according  to  his  gracious  pro- 
mife. 

On  firft  day  I  croffed  Choptank-River 
over  to  Marfhy  Creek,  and  was  at  their 
meeting.  I  was  much  comforted,  and 
had  peace  in  the  difaharge  of  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  my  duty;  though  I  travelled 
in  great  fear,  and  much  weaknefs  at 
times.  I  was  at  Choptank  meeting  on 
fecond  day,  which  was  filent ;  yet  I  came 
away  eafy,  with  fweetnefs  upon  my  mind, 
having  been  ftrenthened  in  my  filent  wait- 
ing. I  had  a  meeting  on  third  day  at  the 
Third-Haven,  where  I  was  fenfibly  af- 
fected with  the  ftates  of  thofe  that  were 
not  willing  to  take  up  the  crofs  to  their 
corrupt  wills  and  inclinations ;  and  had 
to  bear  teftimony  againft  unfaithfulnefs, 
difobedience,  truth-breakprs,  and  fuch  as 
brought  difhonour  upon  the  Trath,  and 
our  holy  profeflion.  I  felt  the  love  of 
the  Gofpel  flow  freely,  even  towards  the 
backfliders;  and  in  it  warning  them,  I 
came  away  fwcetly  comforted  in  my  fpirit. 
Fourth  day  I  went  to  the  Bay  fide,  where 
we  had  a  meeting  on  fifth  day,  with  a 
few  lukewarm  profeffors.  1  had  to  exhort 
them  to  more  diligence  in  keeping  up 
their  meetings,  and  waiting  therein,  that 

they 
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they  might  know  the  renewing  of  Strength 
in  the  Lord,  and  be  enabled  to  worfhip 
him  (as  he  is  a  Spirit)  in  Spirit  and  in 
Truth.  On  feventh  day  I  was  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders 
at  Third  Haven,  where  I  had  fome  fer- 
vice  for  Truth.  On  firft  day  I  was  again 
at  Tuckahoa  meeting,  Truth  favouring, 
in  the  love  of  the  Gofpel,  many  divine 
truths  were  opened  to  the  edification  and 
comfort  of  our  fouls ;  and  ended  in  hum- 
ble fupplication  and  prayer  to  Almighty 
God  for  his  help,  ftrength,  and  preferva- 
tion  in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs.  On  third  day  1  was  at  Third-Ha- 
ven, at  the  quarterly  meeting,  where  fe- 
veral  friends  had  good  fervice  for  the 
Truth,  in  the  love  of  which  we  were 
comforted  together  in  the  Lord,-  and 
helped  to  bear  teflimony  againft  thofe 
things  which  are  crept  in  by  reafon  of 
unfaitl-ifulnefs  among  the  profeflbrs  of 
Truth.  On  fourth  day,  the  thirty-firii 
of  the  firft  month,  I,  with  feveral  friends, 
went  towards  Lewis- Town.  On  fixth 
day  had  a  meeting  at  Cold-Spring,  where 
is  a  poor  company  of.  indifferent  luke- 
warm profeffors.  On  feventh  day  I  had 
a  meeting  at  Motherkiln,  which  was 
pretty    large,    and    attended    with   the 
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fhedding  abroad  of  divine  love-  to  the 
people. 

I  was  at  Little-Creek  on  firft  day, 
where  we  were  comforted  together  in 
the  Lord.  Here  is  a  promifing  pro- 
fpeft  among  the  young  people  of  the 
profperity  of  Truth.  I  was  at  Duck- 
Creek  meeting  on  fecond  day,  which 
was  fmall,  yet  a  living  open  time  to  fe- 
veral.  Thence  I  paffed  to  George's 
Creek,  where  I  had  a  meeting;  and  fo 
to  Wilmington,  where  I  met  with  Samuel 
Spavold,  who  embarked  for  England  on 
fifth  day,  the  eighth  of  the  fecond  month 
1759.  1  ftaid  the  monthly  meeting, 
which  was  that  day,  in  which  I  was  large- 
ly opened  to  the  dates  of  feveral,  things 
being  much  out  of  order,  by  reafon  of  a 
difference  which  had  happened  among 
them.  I  came  away  I  thought  clear,  and 
eafy  in  my  mind.  On  feventh  day,  the 
tenth  of  the  fecond  month,  I  was  ?.t  Con- 
cord quarterly  meeting  for  minifters  and 
elders,  which  was  folid,  and  much  good 
advice  was  handed  forth.  On  firft  day  I 
was  at  Kennet,  and  had  large  openings 
to  the  people,  in  the  free  extendings  of 
the  line  of  Truth's  way.  On  fecond  day 
was  again  at  Concord  quarterly  meeting 
for  worfhip  and  difcipline,  in  which 
Truth's  teftimony  went  forth  againft  dif- 
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orderly  gainfayers,  and  libertine  fpirits. 
I  had  a  word  of  comfort  and  confoiation 
alfo  to  the  weak  feeble  mourners  in  Zion. 
Things  clofed  well,  and  we  parted  re- 
frefhed  in  the  Lord.  On  third  day  I  was 
at  a  meeting  at  Providence,  held  for 
young  people  chiefly;  it  was  to  good 
fatisfa&ion,  and  ended  well.  On  fourth 
day,  the  fourteenth  of  the  fecond  month, 
I  had  a  meeting  at  Birmingham.  I  felt 
the  Lord  was  with  us,  helping  and  mak- 
ing way  by  his  own  power;  praifes  be  to 
his  great  Name  for  ever! 

After  meeting,  we  crofled  the  river 
called  Brandywine,  and  went  to  my  kind 
friend  William  Harvey's,  where  I  was 
kindly  entertained.  On  fifth  day,  the 
fifteenth  of  the  fecond  month,  I  had  a 
meeting  at  Center,  in  Newcaftle  county. 
I  was  glad  and  thankful  in  my  mind,  to 
feel  myfelf  fully  given  up  to  what  the 
good  hand  was  pleafed  to  give  forth,  ei- 
ther to  fpeak,  or  be  filent.  On  fixth  day 
I  had  a  meeting  at  Hockeflbn,  which  was 
pretty  large,  and  in  degree  favoured  ; 
yet  could  not  fay  I  rejoiced,  for  in  that 
place  I  felt  the  feed  fuffered,  as  well  as 
in  many  other  places,  where  my  lot  hath 
been  caft  of  late;  efpecially  ambng  the 
elders,  and  thofe  that  fhould  be  the  fore- 
mod  rank  in  religion.     I  could  not  help 
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mourning  in  fecret,  at  times,  under  a 
fenfe  of  the  relapfed  flate  of  the  church 
of  Chrift  in  many  places.  How  depart- 
ed from  the  innocency  and  fimplicity,  and 
decking  herfelf  with  her  own  ornaments 
of  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  alfo  ftained 
and  fpotted  with  the  world,  and  the  filth 
of  the  flefh!  On  feventh  day  I  was  at  the 
meeting  for  minifters  and  elders,  held  at 
London- Grove  for  that  quarter,  and  alfo 
at  their  meeting  on  firft  day,  which  was 
bleffed  with  the  company  of  him  that 
dwelt  in  the  bufhj  for  his  facredfcrfcwas 
kindled  in  our  hearts,  with  living  defires, 
that  the  mount  of  Efau  might  be  confum- 
ed.  On  fecond  day  (after  a  folemn  hum- 
bling, feafon  together,  in  true  fpirituai 
worfhip,  which  ended  with  thankfulnefs 
and  living  praifes  to  Almighty  God)  the 
affairs  of  the  church  were  carried  on,  and 
tranfa&ed  in  brotherly  love,  and  conde- 
fcenfion  towards  one  another.  We  had 
alfo  a  comfortable  and  confirming  time 
together  on  third  day,  at  our  farewell 
meeting,  which  being  a  fiefh  feal  of  the 
Father's  love,  and  continued  regard  for 
his  church  and  people,  in  uniting  and 
making  us  to  rejoice  together  in  him,  it 
will  remain,  I  hope,  upon  many  minds, 
with  gratitude  to  the  great  Giver  of  every 
good  gift. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  I  was  here  I  lodged  one  night 
at  John  Smith's,  an  ancient  friend,  who 
had  kept  his  place  well  in  the  Truth,  and 
alfo  at  Joihua  Pufey's,  a  good  folid 
friend,  who  had  a  hopeful  offspring. 
Hence  I  went  to  Weft-Cain,  and  lodged 
at  George  Singular's,  and  was  at  the 
meeting  on  fourth  day,  the  twenty-firffc 
of  the  fecond  month.  It  was  an  exercif- 
ing  time  with  me,  yet  I  could  not  fay  but 
I  thought  Truth  had  the  dominion.  Af- 
ter meeting  I  croffed  Brandywine,  and 
went  to  Eaft-Caln,  and  was  at  the  meet- 
ing on  fifth  day,  the  twenty-fecend  of  the 
fecond  month,  which  proved  an  helpful 
edifying  feafon  to  many.  I  we^it  after 
meeting  to  Downing's  Town,  and  had 
an  evening  meeting  at  a  friend's  houfe, 
which  was  thought  by  fome  to  good  fer- 
vice.  On  fixth  day  I  had  a  meeting  at 
Nantmil,  after  which  I  felt  eafy  in  my 
fpirit,  notwithftanding  I  had  clofe  and 
hard  labour.  On  feventh  day  I  had  a 
meeting  at  Pikeland,  which  was  a  water- 
ing time,  for  the  Lord  hath  a  living  feed 
in  that  place,  which  in  his  own  time  he 
will  raife  up  to  the  praife  of  his  own  great 
Name! 

On  firft  day  I  was  at  Uwchlan  meeting. 

It  was  large,  and  attended  with  a  good 

degree  of  divine  favour,  which  made  it 
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■■■  atisfactory  to  many,  though  not  fo  open 
to  me  as  at  fome  other  times.  Our  next 
was  at  the  Foreft,  or  Robinfon's.  I  was 
much  exercifed  to  recommend  to  an  in- 
ward waiting,  which  by  many  profeflbrs 
is  much  negle&ed.  Our  next  meeting 
«*as  at  Exeter.  On  fifth  day  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Reading,  and  afterward  went 
to  Maiden-Creek.  At  Reading  our  meet- 
ing was  in  the  town-houfe,  or  court- 
houfe,  where  feveral  foldiers  came,  and 
many  of  the  town's  people,  w4io  behaved 
very  foberly;  the  good  power  of  Truth 
coming  over  all,  and  prevailing,  many 
minds  were  humbled  and  brought  low. 
It  was  a  good  time,  efpecially  to  fome  of 
the  foldiers,  who  were  reached  by  the 
invifible  power  of  Truth.  The  meeting 
ended  in  praifes  and  thankfulnefs  to  the 
Almighty,  for  his  imfpeakable  favours; 
who  is  over  all,  worthy  for  evermore! 

After  meeting  we  went  to  Maiden- 
Creek,  where  we  had  a  meeting  on  fixth 
dKy.  It  was  large,  and  to  tolerable  good 
fatisfaSion.  We  lodged  at  Mofes  Star's. 
On  firft  day  we  had  a  meeting  at  the 
Great  Swamp.  It  was  a  living  fatisfaclory 
time  to  feveral;  and,  in  general,  an  edi- 
fying feafon.  I  dined,  after  meeting,  at 
Morris  Morris's,  the  hufband  of  the 
worthy  Sufanna  Morris,   and  then  rode 
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:o  Plumftead,  where  we  had  a  meeting 
on  fecond  day,  the  fifth  of  the  third 
month.  The  good  power  of  Truth  was' 
alio  felt  among  us  in  this  meeting,  to  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  our  fouls.  On 
third  day  I  was  at  Buckingham  monthly 
meeting,  in  which  I  was  favoured  with 
the  pure  life  and  frefh  fpring  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  which  ran  freely  in  the  love  of  it. 

Here  is  a  large  body  of  people  in  this 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  elders  of 
which  are  too  much  in  the  outward  courts 
which  is  only  trodden  by  the  Gentiles, 
or  fuch  as  are  in  the  fpirit  of  the  world; 
yet  a  young  and  rinng  generation  is  here, 
as  well  as  in  fever al  other  places  where 
my  lot  hath  been  caft,  fmce  I  came  into 
this  land,  whom  the  Lord  hath  vifited  by 
his  power  and  good  Spirit  in  their  hearts, 
which,  as  they  take  good  heed  in  yield- 
ing obedience  to,  and  bring  all  things 
into  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  will  crucify- 
all  their  inordinate  defires,  evil  thoughts, 
and  imaginations,  and  enable  them  to 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which 
are  love,  joy,  peace,  gentlenefs,  meek- 
nefs,  long-fuffering,  and  goodnefs :  againfl 
thefe  there  is  no  law.  I  have  often  tra- 
vailed for  them  fince  I  have  been  among 
them,  left  the  labours  of  love,  which 
have  long  been  beflowed   en  thee,  Oh 
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America!  thou  favoured  of  the  Lord! 
left  they  fhould  be  beftowed  on  thee  in 
vain;  and  thou,  inftead  of  bringing  forth 
fruits  to  the  praife  of  the  great  Hufband- 
man,  fhould  bring  forth  wild  grapes, 
fruits  of  the  flefh,  fuch  as  he  can  in  no 
wife  take  delight  in;  and  inftead  of  a 
blefling,  draw  down  a  curfe,  and  provoke 
him  to  take  away  the  hedge  of  his  pro- 
tection, and  thou  be  trodden  down  and 
laid  wafte  by  the  devourer ;  and  for  thy 
ingratitude,  difobedience,  and  unfaithful- 
nefs  to  him,  even  command  his  clouds 
not  to  rain  upon  thee  any  more.  But 
mayft  thou  never  harden  thjne  heart,  and 
ftiffen  thy  neck  againft  fo  tender  a  Fa- 
ther, who  hath  fo  long  nurfed  and  fed 
thee;  fo  merciful  a  God,  who  hath  often 
pardoned  thine  iniquities,  though  they 
have  been  as  a  thick  cloud.  He  hath  fo 
vilited  thee,  in  mercy  fparing,  and  wait- 
ing thy  return,  that  if  thou  return  not 
with  thy  whole  heart,  his  anger  and  in- 
dignation certainly  will  break  forth  againft 
thee,  and  fo  as  not  to  be  quenched ;  no, 
though  thou  mayft  make  many  prayers, 
and  fpread  forth  thine  hands,  he  will  not 
hear  nor  regard  ;  inafmuch  as  thou  haft: 
hated  inftruction,  and  did  not  choofe  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  but  haft  fet  at  nought 
all  his  counfel,  and  would  not  take  heed 
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to,  nor  regard  the  fecret  reproofs  of  ip  * 
ftru&ion  in  thine  own  heart.  He  will 
alfo  laugh  at  thy  calamity,  and  even  mock 
when  thy  fear  cometh;  when  thy  defla- 
tion is  unavoidable,  and  thy  deftruftion 
as  fwift  as  the  whirlwind.  I  humbly  beg 
this  may  never  be  thy  doom;  but  in  or- 
der that  the  days  of  his  mercy,  and  thy 
tranquillity,  may  be  lengthened  out,  let 
Truth  take  place,  that  equity,  juftice,  and 
true  judgment,  may  run  down  in  the 
flreets  of  thine  heart  like  a  mighty  ftream : 
then  fhall  thy  peace  be  as  a  river,  or  as 
the  waves  of  the  fea,  that  never  can  be 
dried  up. 

I  was  at  Wright's  Town  on  fourth  day» 
It  was  an  exercifing  and  low  time  with 
me,  but  I  trufl  Truth  did  not  fuffer  on 
my  account,  On  fifth  day  I  was  at  Make- 
field.  It  was  a  living  and  precious  time 
with  us  in  the  meeting,  Truth's  power 
prevailing  to  the  dividing  the  word  aright. 
The  fenfe  of  which  is  caufcof  true  thank- 
fulnefs  to  the  humble-hearted,  I  had 
a  meeting  at  the  Falls  on  fixth  day,  to 
folid  fatisfa&ion;  and  afterwards  rode  to 
Briflol,  and  had  a  meeting  on  feventh 
day,  the  ioth  of  the  third  month.  I 
was  glad  Truth  in  fome  good  degree  had 
the  dominion.  I  Staid  the  meeting  en 
firft  day,  the  eleventh  of  the  third  month. 
K  z  This 
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This  was  a  good  time  to  us;  the  Lord's 
power  was  over  all,  to  the  praife  of  his 
own  great  Name! 

On  fecond  day  I  had  a  meeting  at 
Abington,  in  which  I  was  favoured  with 
the  openings  of  Truth,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  Gofpel,  to  the  exhorting  all  to  faith- 
■fulnefs,  even  the  rebellious,  and  gain- 
fayers ;  that  they  might  come  to  know 
falvation  to  their  fouls  through  Chrift. 
My  next  meeting  was  at  Horfham,  which 
was  large;  in  which  Truth  favouring,  it 
was  made  a  precious  time  to  many,  as  I 
then  felt.  On  fourth  day  I  had  a  meeting 
at  Gwynedd  or  North-Wales,  where 
there  is  a  pretty  large  body  of  friends; 
the  fight  of  whom,  in  many  places,  and 
the  fenfe  of  divine  favour  ftill  extended 
towards  them,  was  caufe  of  humble 
thankfulnefs.  On  fifth  day,  the  fifteenth 
of  the  third  month,  I  got  to  Philadelphia, 
having  in  this  vifit  been  abfent  from  thence 
about  nine  weeks.  Imademyhome,whilft 
there,  with  the  widcw  Rachel  Pemberton 
and  her  ftm  John,  worthy  friends;  fhe  a 
mother  in  Ifrael,  and  a  great  care-taker  of 
the  poor  fervants  who  have  been  fent, 
not  only  in  opening  the  door,  and  kin- 
dling the  fire,  but  in  miniftring  every 
thing  that  fhe  thought  might  be  a  help 
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and  fervice  to  them  in  their  journey;  for 
which,  I  am  fully  perfuaded  in  my  mind, 
fhe,  with  many  others,  will  not  lofe  their 
reward.  "  Inafmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto 
"  one  of  thofe  little  ones"  (faith  our 
dear  Lord)  "  that  believe  in  my  Name,, 
"  ye  did  it  unto  me." 

The  thirty-firft  of  the  third  month  I 
left  Philadelphia  again,  in  order  to  vifit  a 
few  meetings  in  Chefler  county  which  I 
had  not  yet  been  at.  On  firft  day  I  was  at 
Providence  meeting,  which  was  a  good 
and  fatisfa&ory  opportunity,  the  date  of 
things  much  opened,  and  our  minds  in  a 
good  degree  humbled,  under  a  lively 
fenfe  of  divine  favour.  I  was  at  Concord 
on  fecond  day.  John  Churchman  alfo 
being  there,  was  very  helpful  to  fettle 
the  minds  of  fome,  who  had  gone  into 
jangling  about  fome  things  which  had 
happened  among  them.  This  being  their 
monthly  meeting,  we  left  them  to  appear- 
ance in  a  pretty  quiet  frame  of  mind,  and 
things  ended  well.  After  meeting  I  rode 
towards  Haverford,  and  on  third  day 
was  at  Haverford  meeting,  which  was 
well.  On  fourth  day  I  was  at  Darby 
meeting.  It  was  an  exercifing  time  to 
me,  things  being  much  out  of  order, 
fome  differing  in  their  judgment  concern- 
ing what  was,  and  what  was  not,  con- 
fident 
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fiftent  with  our  religious  principles  in  re- 
gard to  military  fervice,  in  which  feveral 
who  go  under  our  name,  had  been  med- 
dling and  concerning  themfelves.  This 
brought  great  exercifeand  trouble  on  the 
faithful.  A  grievous  refra&ory  libertine 
fpirit  I  faw  appeared;  yet  it  was  in  a  good 
degree  kept  down,  and  Truth,  in  fome 
good  meafure,  had  the  dominion. 

On  fifth  day,  the  fifth  of  the  fourth 
month,  I  was  at  Springfield.  It  was  a 
large  good  feafonable  opportunity  to  ma- 
ny. On  fixth  day  I  was  at  Newtown 
meeting ;  in  which  Truth's  way  was 
largely  opened,  and  livingly  fet  forth 
in  the  power  of  it,  to  the  humbling, 
and  folid  fatisfa&ion  of  many  :  z  day  to 
be  remembered  by  the  fenfible.  After 
meeting  I  went  to  George  Miller's,  where 
I  had  been  before;  a  very  kind  friend. 
On  firfl  day  I  was  at  Middletown  meet- 
ing. It  was  a  large  gathering,  and  Truth 
had  the  dominion  over  all;  though  many 
dry  profeffors  were  liflening  and  longing 
after  words,  which  fometimes  hath  caufed 
the  living  dream  to  be  withheld  for  a  fea- 
fon;  yet  the  great  goodnefs  and  conde- 
fcenfion  of  a  merciful  God  is  wonderful, 
in  that  he  is  pleafed  to  caufe  the  living 
ftream  of  the  gofpel  miniftry  to  iffue  and 
break  forth  in  a  wonderful  manner,  to 

the 
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the  refrefhing  of  his  own  heritage.  The 
glory  and  honour,  with  living  praifes,  be 
given  to  him,  and  that  for  evermore! 

I  had  an  evening  meeting  at  the  fchool- 
houfe ;  it  alfo  was  an  opportunity  of  good 
to  our  fouls,  which  were  refrefhed  toge- 
ther in  the  Lord.  Ifaac  Greenleaf  of 
Philadelphia  being  with  me,  on  fecond 
day,  we  were  at  Gofhen  meeting,  which 
was  attended  with  good ;  Truth  in  fome 
good  degree  favouring.  We  lodged  at 
Aaron  Afhbridge's,  and  on  third  day  had 
a  meeting  at  Bradford.  We  were  much 
hindered  in  our  way  by  the  waters  being 
much  out,  and  a  friend  was  in  great  dan- 
ger of  being  carried  away,  but  was  pre- 
ferved.  We  got  to  meeting,  though 
friends  had  been  gathered  an  hour,  or 
more.  It  proved  a  good  feafon;  the 
Lord  had  compaffion  on  us,  and  caufed 
his  Gofpel  rain  to  defcend  on  the  thirfty 
ground,  to  the  refrefhing  of  that  which 
was  of  his  own  right  hand  planting,  and 
alfo  to  the  placing  judgment  upon  the  un- 
righteous part,  and  all  the  fruits  thereof. 
I  came  away  thankful  in  my  fpirit  to  the 
Lord,  for  his  great  goodnefs  to  his  poor 
people;  becaufe  I  faw  his  mercy  and  lov- 
ing-kindnefs  endure  for  evefr. 

On  fourth   day  we  had  a  meeting  at 
the  Great  Valley,  in  which  I  perceived 

the 


(    us    ) 

_ne  extendings  of  good  was  offered,  even 
to  the  gainfayers  and  rebellious :  a  mercy 
unfpeakable !  After  meeting  we  went  to 
a  friend's  houfe,  with  whom  Margaret 
Ellis  abides,  and  were  at  Radnor  meet- 
ing on  fifth  day,  the  twelfth  of  the  fourth 
month;  in  which,  though  I  was  attend-- 
ed  with  much  weaknefs,  I  thought  I  had 
fome  fervice  for  Truth.  On  fixth  da^I 
had  a  meeting  at  Merrion,  which  was  not 
an  unprofitable  feafon,  I  truft,  to  feveral. 
I  returned  that  day  to  Philadelphia,  and 
on  feventh  day,  with  John  Pemberton,  I 
rode  to  Plymouth,  and  was  at  that  meet- 
ing. On  firft  and  fecond  day  at  New- 
Providence.  On  third  day  returned  again 
to  Philadelphia,  with  fome  degree  of  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  and  attended  their  w7eek-day 
meeting,  there  being  a  marriage.  Seve- 
ral did'  rejoice  under  a  renewed  fcnfe  of 
the  ancient  power  and  loving  kindnefs 
of  our  heavenly  Father's  tender  regard, 
in  that  he  was  pleafed  to  caufe  his  love 
and  life-giving  prefence  to  be  felt  amongfc 
us,  to  the  refrefhing  the  fincere  and  up- 
right hearted..  Glory  and  praife  be  to 
his  great  Name;  for  he  is  worthy  for 
ever! 

I  (laid  in  and  about  Philadelphia  be- 
twixt three  and  four  weeks,  in  which 
time  I  attended  meetings  as    they  came 

ia 


(     i>9     ) 

in  courfe,   and  alfo  paid  feveral  religious 
vifits  to  families,    as  I  found  my  mind 
drawn   in  the  movings  of  Truth:  in  all 
which  fervice,  though  but  fmall  in  com- 
parifon  of  Tome  others,  I  found  my  fpirit 
favoured  with  fweetnefs,  and  a  degree  of 
peace.     Whilft  I  waited  here,  fuppofing 
my  fervice  to  be  moflly  over  upon  the 
continent,  having  paid  a  general  vifit,  I 
unexpe&edly,    and  pretty  fuddenly,  felt 
a  ftrong  draught  towards  Barbadoes,  or 
the    Weft-India    Iflands.      I    acquainted 
^friends   therewith,  and  made  fome  effay 
for  a  paffage,  yet  faw  not  my  way  quite 
clear;    but  in  waiting  felt  my  way  open 
towards  the  Jerfeys,  and  on  the  twelfth 
of   the  fifth   month  I,    with  John  Pern- 
berton,  went  to  Mount-Holly,  and  was 
-at  the   two-weeks   meeting  on  firft  day: 
and  on  fecond  day  at  More's-Town,  where 
a  meeting  was  appointed  for  two  friends, 
who  were  on  their  way  towards   Salem 
yearly  meeting,    where  I  was   alfo  with 
them.      On  third  day  John   Pemberton 
left  me  at  Ancocas,  which  meeting  was 
in  a  good   degree   fatisfaclory,  and  alio 
to  the  honour   of  Truth, ^the   edification 
of  the   Lord's  people,  and  the  praife  of 
his  great  Name!   On  third  day  evening  I 
came   to  my  worthy   and   well-efteemed 
friend    Elizabeth   £aftaugh's,     where    I 
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lodged.  On  fourth  day  I  was  at  a  meet- 
ing at  Haddonfiel  J ;  on  fifth  day  at  Wood- 
bury; fixth  day  at  Solomon  Lippincot's; 
feventh  day  at  Piles-Grove.  All  thefe 
meetings,  I  thought,  had  a  good  tenden- 
cy to  the  edification  of  the  churches,  and 
ended  well.  Thankfgiving  and  praife 
be  to  him  that  lives  and  abides  for  ever- 
more ! 

The  nineteenth  of  the  fifth  month  1759, 
the  yearly  meeting  for  worfhip  at  Salem 
began,  where  we  were  much  comforted 
together,  in  the  enjoyment  of  divine 
gooHnefs.  The  free  extendings  of  the 
Gofpel-fpring  flowed  plentifully,  to  the 
watering  the  heritage  of  God;  the  fenfe 
whereof  bowed  many  with  humble  reve- 
rence, in  praifes  to  his  great  and  everlaft- 
ing  Name,  who  is  worthy  forever!  The 
twenty-fifth  we  had  a  meeting  at  Evef- 
ham,  and  went  next  day  to  Mount-Holly, 
where  alio  we  had  a  meeting;  on  feventh 
day  to  Crofwicks,  where  their  quarterly 
meeting  began  for  minifters  and  elders. 
On  firffc  day  I  was  at  Bordentown  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  day,  and  at  Trenton  in 
the  evening;  at  which  meetings  we  were 
meafurably  comforted.  On  fecond  day 
I  was  at  Crofwicks  again,  at  the  meetings 
for  worfhip  and  difcipline,  wherein  Truth 
favoured  us  in  a  good  degree.     On  third 
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day  the  meeting  was  very  large,  and  I 
was  deeply  engaged  for  the  honour  of 
Truth's  caufe,  there  being  a  loofe  liber- 
tine fpirit  amongft  fome  who  go  under 
the  name  of  friends,  yet  never  came  under 
the  yoke  of  Chrift,  to  know  the  deeds 
of  the  body  to  be  mortified ;  but  live  at 
eafe  in  the  gratification  of  their  heart's 
lulls,  and  caufe  the  way  of  Truth  to  be 
evil  fpoken  of.  My  concern  was  chiefly 
to  fuch  as  live  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  to  the 
backfliders  in  Ifrael,  yet  I  had  a  word  of 
comfort  to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  and  the 
heavy-hearted  in  Jerufalem,  that  they 
might  hold  on  their  way*  I  was  glad  of 
fo  feafonable  an  opportunity,  wherein  I 
was  led  to  fpeak  fo  clofely  to  the  ftates 
of  many,  in  true  Gofpel-Iove,  which  was 
as  a  feal  of  divine  favour. 

Upon  our  taking  leave  of  each  other, 
we  committed  one  another  to  the  Lord, 
and  parted  in  great  love,  and  true  Gof- 
pel-fellowfhip.  I  then  croffed  Delaware 
at  the  Falls,  in  order  to  fee  my  friends 
once  more  in  Bucks  county,  where  there 
is  a  large  body,  and  got  to  my  worthy 
friend  John  Scarborough's  on  fourth  day, 
with  whom  I  had  travelled  feveral  weeks 
both  in  the  Jerfeys  and  Maryland.  1  had 
great  fatisfaclion  in  his  company,  he  be- 
ing a  man  of  a  good  underltanding,  a 
L  tender 
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tender  fpirit,  and  very  ferviceable  in  the 
church.  The  quarterly  meeting  for  mi- 
niiters  and  elders  began  at  Buckingham 
on  fourth  day,  the  thirtieth  of  the  fifth 
month,  which  I  attended,  and  alfo  on 
fifth  day  a  meeting  for  worfhip  and  dif- 
cipline,  and  I  thought  different  fentiments 
were  getting  in  amongft  them.  If  great 
care  is  not  taken  to  keep  to  Truth's 
teachings,  and  the  unerring  guidance  of 
it,  which  will  fubdue  and  keep  down  all 
unruly  fpirits,  there  will  be  great  trouble 
and  uneafinefs,  if  not  feparation,  in  many 
places :  for  I  faw  an  evil  fpirit  of  diffen- 
tion  was  got  into  the  church,  and  in  the 
wrays  of  its  workings,  it  appeared  in  di- 
vers (ha pes,  in  order  to  draw  after  it  the 
hearts  of  the  fimple,  and  fuch  as,  like 
itfelf,  are  unliable;  for  it  is  an  unftable 
fpirit,  and  by  this  it  may  be  known,  and 
fuch  as  are  led  into  its  ways,  and  own  its 
workings.  For  they  wiH  be  reftlefs,  not 
eafy,«  under  the  crofs;  but  wiH  cafl  off 
the  yoke  of  Chrift,  and  go  from  his 
teachings,  meeknefs,  and  humility,  into 
a  haughty  proud  fpirit,  which  is  rough, 
full  of  hatred  and  envy,  defpifeth  counfel, 
and  will  not  bear  reproof.  This  fpirit,  I 
thought,  I  perceived  working  in  the  my- 
flery  of  iniquity;  but  its  time  is  not  yet 
fully  come  to  bring  forth  its  monftrous 

birth. 
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birth.  The  Lord's  mercy  is  very  great 
to  his  people,  for  this  feed  of  the  ferpent 
hath  hitherto  been  crufhed,  and  put  by, 
in  its  puttings  forth;  and  the  true  feed, 
though  through  hard  labour  and  travail, 
hath  been  brought  forth  into  dominion., 
to  the  praife  of  IfraePs  God. 

This  quarterly  meeting  confided  of 
feveral  hundreds,  moitly  a  young  genera- 
tion. The  gracious  extendings  of  divine 
goodnefs  was  felt,  and  Truth's  power 
did  prevail  over  all  the  powers  and  fpirits 
of  darknefs.  I  was  glad  I  was  here,  and 
my  fpirit  did  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  the  God 
of  my  falvation.  After  meeting  on-fixth 
day  I  went  home  with  Samuel  Wilfon. 
On  firft  day  I  was  at  Plumftead  meeting, 
whjch  was  attended  with  good,  the  power 
of  Truth  prevailing.  In  the  evening  I 
wras  at  a  meeting  nigh  Buckingham,  at  a 
fchool-houie.  It  was  a  large  gathering, 
and  we  were  much  comforted  and  refresh- 
ed together  in  the  Lord.  I  was  at  their 
monthly  meeting  at  B:  am  on  fe- 

cond  day,  the  fourth  of  the  fixth  month, 
in  which,    through   the  prevalence   and 
owning  of  Truth,  which  came  over  t 
minds  of  the  people,  things  were  earn 
on  well,  both  in  the  time  of  divine  v/cr- 
fhip,  and  in  tranfacting  of  the  affairs 
the  church  j  for  the  power  of  Truth  kept 

down 


(      I24     ) 

down  all  reftlefs  and  unruly  fpirits,  which 
at  times  are  putting  up  their  heads  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  teftimony  thereof,  and  are 
for  trampling  all  difcipline  under  foot, 
1  was  deeply  exercifed  in  my  fpirit  before 
the  Lord  at  times,  that  I  might  be  kept 
in  the  innocency,  meeknefs,  and  pure 
wifdom.  Some  being  as  I  thought, 
righteous  over-much-,  I  was  afraid  left 
they.fhould  deftroy  themfelves,  and  fo 
djfhonour  the  caufe  of  Truth,  which 
they  at  times  had  fo  zcaloufly  contended 
for. 

After  this  meeting  was  over,  I  went 
to  Wright's-Town  monthly  meeting, 
which  was  next  day.  In  this  meeting  I 
had  hard  labour  and  exercife;  yet  things 
ended  well,  I  came  away  fatisfied,  and 
thankful  in  my  heart  to  the  Lord,  for 
his  unfpeakable  mercies..  The  Fails 
monthly  meeting  being  on  fourth  day,  I 
was  there  alfo,  had  fomc  fervice  for 
Truth,  and  parted  with  feveral  friends  in 
much  love  and  tendernefs,  we  not  expect- 
ing to  fee  each  other  again  in  mutability. 
On  fifth  day  I  was  at  Middletown  month- 
ly meeting,  in  which  I  w7as  drawn  forth, 
in  the  living  fpring  of  the  Gofpel,  both 
in  the  men's  and  women's  meeting. 
Then  feeling  my  fpirit  eafy  and  clear,  I 
left  them  in  love,  and  the  unity  of  the 

one 
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one  fpirit,  which  had  united  us  together 
in  a  near  manner. 

On  firft  clay  I  was  again  at  North  - 
Wales,  and  had  good  fatisfa&ion  at  their 
two  meetings.  On  fecond  day  I  return- 
ed again  to  Philadelphia,  having  beta 
about  a  month  from  the  town.  On  third 
day,  the  twelfth  of  the  fixth  month,  I 
was  at  the  Bank  meeting,  in  which  we 
were  comforted  together,  it  being  an 
edifying  feafon  to  many.  I  flaid  in  and 
about  Philadelphia  about  four  weeks,  vi- 
fiting  fome  families,  and  attending  meet- 
ings as  they  came  in  courfe,  though,  in 
meetings,  I  had  little  to  fay,  being  {hut 
up,  and  much  bound  in  my  fpirit  to  kee7^ 
filence  in  that  city*  The  caufe  is  beii 
known  to  the  great  overfeer  of  his  people^ 
who  can  do  with  them  as  feemeth  to  him 
good:  and  I  faw  it  was  good  for  his  fer= 
vants  to  be  refigned  and  contented  with 
all  the  openings  and  {huttings  of  his  hand  ; 
with  the  various  difpenfations  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  lead  through,  that  there  may  not  be 
any  confufion  throughout  the  camp  of 
God's  Ifraeh  I  could  not  but  rejoice,  in 
thankfulnefs  of  heart,  that  I  was  quite 
filent,  and  (till  in  my  fpirit ;  being  made 
fenfible  it  was  the  Lord's  pwn  doings, 
and  indeed  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes, 
that  he  who  is  the  captain  of  our  falva- 
L  z  tion, 


(  m  ) 

lion,  fhould  call  for  fuch  a  ceffation  of 
arms,  for  a  feafon,  that  his  foldiers  might 
take  a  little  reft  under  his  royal  pavilion 
and  canopy  of  pure  love. 

I  was  at  Darby  week-day  meeting  the 
fourth  of  the  week ;  on  fifth  day  at 
Chefter  week-day  meeting;  and  on  fixth 
day  at  Chichefter,  where  a  meeting  was 
appointed  for  me;  which  was  large,  and 
accompanied  with  the  free  extendings  of 
divine  mercy  to  our  foul's  refrefnment. 
On  feventh  day  I  was  at  London-Grove 
monthly  meeting  and  alfo  at  their  meet- 
ing on  firft  day.  It  was  a  contriting  and 
bowing  time  with  many,  and  we  parted 
in  the  true  unity,  feliowfhip,  and  heart- 
tendering  love  of  the  Gofpel  of  Peace. 
On  fecond  day  I  was  at  Concord  monthly 
meeting,  which  was  a  hard,  laborious, 
exercifmg  feafon,  both  in  time  of  wor- 
ihip  and  difcipline;  things  being  much 
out  of  Gofpel  order,  by  reafon  of  ftrife 
and  difcord,  as  oppofite  to  the  pure  and 
peaceable  government  of  the  church  of 
Chrift,  as  darknefs  is  to  light.  The  evil 
fpirit  was  kept  down  in  a  good  degree, 
and  that  which  was  out  of  order  much 
helped  by  the  power  of  Truth. 

The  tenth  of  the  feventh  month  1759, 
1  got  to  Philadelphia ;  the  eighteenth, 
feveral    friends  accompanying    me,    we 

went 
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went  to  Ghefter,  and  the  nineteenth  on 
board  a  veflel,  which  was  bound  for  Bar- 
badoes.  Sometime  after  we  were  got  to 
fea,  I  was  clofely  exercifed  in  my  mind, 
which  brought  me  very  low,  in  humble 
fupplication  before  the  Lord,  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  enable  me  to  go 
through  whatfoever  he,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  infinite  wifdom,  might  fuffer  to  come 
upon  me,  whether  for  a  trial  of  my  faith, 
or  any  other  of  his  wife  and  good  ends. 
For  I  could  appeal  to  him  in  great  finceri- 
ty,  it  wras  in  obedience  to  his  requirings, 
that  I  had  undertaken  that  voyage;  and 
not  in  my  own  will.  This  was  indeed 
with  me  as  a  time  of  renewing  of  my 
covenant,  and  coming  under  a  dole  en- 
gagement, that  if  he  would  but  be  with 
me,  to  deliver  and  preferve  me  in  the  way 
that  I  had  to  go,  fo  that  I  might  return 
again  to  his  houfe  in  true  peace;  then  he 
fhouid  be  my  God,  and  I  would  ferve  him. 
May  I  therefore,  with  all  the  Lord's  fer- 
vants  every  where,  not  only  make  cove- 
nants, when  under  clofe  and  deep  exer- 
cifeoffoul;  but,  Oh!  let  us  be  concern- 
ed ftri&ly  to  obferve  and  keep  them;  for 
I  am  a  living  witnefs  for  him,  that  he  is  a 
covenant-keeping  God  with  his  people. 

Whiift  I  w7as  under  this  living  and  frefh 
baptifm,  thofe,  to  whom  I  am  the  moft 
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nearly  united  in  the  clofeft  ties  of  nature, 
were  brought  nigh  to  me  in  fpirit  (though 
far  feparated  in  body)  with  ftrong  defires 
and  fervent  fupplications,  that  they  might 
be  preferved  in  the  Truth,  and  that  the 
Lord,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  would  be 
pleafed  to  vifit  their  fouls  with  a  frefh  vi- 
sitation of  his  pure  love.  The  churches 
alfo  of  the  Lord  (efpecially  thofe  people 
I  had  fo  lately  vifited,  and  had  at  times 
been  fo  clofely  engaged  for,  in  the  love 
of  the  Father)  were  fpread  before  me  in 
the  neareft  manner,  with  fervent  prayer, 
that  they  might  abide  in  his  love,  ftand 
in  his  counfel,  and  live  in  his  holy  fear ; 
that  fo  we  might  ftill  be  a  people  to  his 
praife,  and  bring  honour  to  his  great  and 
holy  Name,  and  the  profeffion  we  are 
making  of  the  bieiTed  Truth  j  that  the 
bleffings  which  he  hath  referved,  and 
laid  up  in  (tore,  might  not  be  withheld, 
but  plentifully  fhowered  down  upon  his 
heritage, 

My  mind  row  was  much  eafed,  and 
that  which  had  been  as  a  load  upon  my 
fpirit  was  taken  away,  and  I  was  freely 
refigned  to  the  will  of  God.  At  that 
time,  if  I  rightly  knew  my  own  heart5 
the  fear  of  death  was  alfo  removed,  and, 
I  truft,  the  occafion  of  it,  which  is  fin; 
for  I  did  not  find  that  my  confeienee  con- 
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demned  me,  though  I  well  know,  I  have 
nothing  to  truft  in  but  divine  mercy, 
through  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  whom,  and  by  whom,  all  our 
fins  are  taken  away,  and  we  are  redeem- 
ed unto  God,  and  that  by  his  moft  pre- 
cious blood.  It  is  by  him  we  alfo  have 
accefs  to  the  Father,  his  fpirit  bearing 
witnefs  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  his 
children,  often  crying,  Abba,  Father, 
through  the  eternal  Spirit,  which  helpeth 
our  infirmities,  and  maketh  interceifion 
for  us;  enabling  us  to  afk  aright,  and 
pray  in  an  acceptable  manner. 

I  may  not  omit  remarking  at  this  time, 
when  the  French  were  nigh  taking  us, 
my  fpirit  was  fo  at  liberty,  and  over  them, 
and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs  in  the 
Lord,  that  I  did  not  fee  it  would  befo; 
<ind  having  had  great  freedom  and  liberty 
in  my  mind  to  go  in  this  fame  veffeJ, 
could  not  reflect  upon  myfelf  for  miffing 
of  it  in  any  refpect,  except  it  was  in 
making  mention  of  it  fometimes  too  free- 
ly, which  it  is  likely  fome  might  lay  hold 
of,  and  that  not  to  their  own  advantage. 
When  we  were  taken,  the  Frenchmen 
(confidering  all  their  views  are  for  plun- 
der) did  not  ufe  me  ill.  They  took  my 
little  money,  fome  of  my  linen,  and  part 
of  my  other  wearing  apparel;    but  my 
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bed  and  cheft,  with  many  other  neceffa- 
ries,  they  let  me  keep;  which  was  of 
great  fervice  to  me  afterwards.  For  I 
wras  now  in  a  part  of  the  world  where  I 
was  a  ftranger,  and  no  money  of  my 
own  left;  yet  I  do  not  remember  I  either 
murmured  or  repined  at  what  had  befal- 
len me;  or  that  any  diftruftful  thoughts 
rofe  in  my  heart,  lo  as  to  trouble  and 
opprefs  my  fpirit;  which  I  efteemed  as 
one  of  the  mod  fingular  favours  amongft 
the  many  I  have  received  from  the  great 
and  merciful  hand. 

.The  privateer  belonging  to  Martinico, 
we  landed  at  a  town  called  St.  Peter's: 
great  part  of  which  was  laid  in  afhes  about 
two  weeks  after  we  were  fet  at  at  liberty, 
as  I  was  afterwards  informed.  We  were 
all  had  to  prifon;  but  our  captain,  my- 
felf,  the  mate,  and  a  palTenger,  were  put 
into  a  little  room,  which  opened  into  the 
prifon-yard.  I  think  it  was  about  twelve 
feet  fquare,  and  we  upwards  of  twenty 
(if  I  remember  right)  to  lie  in  it.  Before 
we  left  the  place,  my  feilow-prifoners  be- 
haved courteoufly  and  civilly,  none  of 
them  offering  me  any  abufe,  though  I 
had  often  to  reprove,  and  exhort  them 
to  amend  their  lives.  It  was  extreme  hot 
weather,  and  our  yard,  where  we  had 
liberty  to  walk,  as  well  as  our  lodging 
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room,  was  expofed  to  the  fun  moft  of 
the  day.  They  let  me  have  my  bed  in 
the  night  next  to  the  door  and  window 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  which  was  an 
advantage ;  but,  alas !  I  had  a  great  dif- 
advantage  along  with  it,  for  the  tub  in 
which  we  eafed  ourfelves,  ftood  very 
nigh  me,  and  the  wafh  and  filth  of  the 
court-yard  came  through  a  hole  in  the 
wall,  very  nigh  the  window  where  I  lay, 
fo  that  oft  in  the  night  I  was  nigh  fainting 
with  ftink,  which  the  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther made  very  naufeous.  The  bread 
allowed  us  was  pretty  good,  but  almofl 
every  kind  of  victuals  was  loathfome  to 
my  ftomach  in  this  (linking  unwholefome 
place.  There  were  fait  beef  and  pork 
for  thofe  that  could  eat  them;  but  it  be- 
ing neither  foaked,  nor  half  boiled,  I 
perceived  there  was  but  little  of  it  eaten  by 
any.  My  chief  living,  whilft  there,  was 
bread  and  water,  fometimes  a  little  cof- 
fee, but  that  was  feldom,  for  we  could 
not  always  get  it  boiled.  Oatmeal  mixed 
in  water  was  what  I  often  drank,  it  ferving 
alfo  for  food.  The  water  they  let  the 
prifoners  have,  I  believe,  is  very  unwhol- 
fome,  it  being  taken  up  below,  where 
the  negroes  wafh  their  clothes,  and  alfo 
where  the  filth  of  the  town  is  caft  in. 
Moft  cf  the  prifoners,  I  perceived,  were 
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troubled  with  a  lax;  and  I  had  not  been 
there  above  two  or  three  days,  before  I 
was  taken  with  it;  which,  with  the  ex- 
treme heat,  and  unwholfomenefs  of  the 
place,  brought  me  fo  low  and  weak,  that 
it  was  hard  work  for  me  to  walk  about  a 
little  in  the  prifon-yard;  but  I  ftrove,  and 
was  helped  indeed  beyond  my  own  ex- 
pectation ;  for  after  we  were  fet  at  liberty 
from  the  prifon,  we  were  fix  days  on 
board  the  veffel  that  fet  us  upon  the  En- 
glifh  ifland,  in  which  time  I  think  I  fuf- 
fered  more  hardfnip  than  whilft  I  was  in 
prifon;  for  being  very  weak,  and  the 
weather  ftill  hot,  clofe,  and  fultry,  I 
could  not  abide  in  the  cabin  among  the 
people,  but  was  forced  to  lie  upon  the 
deck,  where  I  could  get  air,  though  I 
was  expofed  to  the  night-dews,  and  gufts 
of  rain,  which  we  fometimes  had;  all 
which  tended  to  increafe  my  diforder. 
The  French  captain  gave  me  the  liberty 
of  the  cabin,  and  (lie wed  tne  kindnefs  in 
other  refpefts.  We  were  becalmed  un- 
der the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  in  a  cove,  where  we  took 
in  frefh  water ;  but  I  went  not  on  fhore.  I 
was  informed  there  was  a  great  mortality 
among  the  Englifh  foldiers;  and  many 
others,  who  went  about  bufinefs,  were 
taken  off  very  fuddenly  at  this  place. 

The 
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The  feventh  of  the  ninth  month  they 
landed  us  at  the  ifland  called  St.  Chrifto- 
f>her's,  where  I  found  fume  kind  friendly 
people;  though  the  generality  were  very 
gay,  light,  and  airy.  After  I  had  been 
there  a  little  time,  my  diforder  abating, 
1  began  to  gather  ftrength,  fo  as  to  walk, 
about;  and  I  found  a  few  here,  who  had 
fome  knowledge  of  friends,  and  their 
principles,  by  reafon  of  their  education. 
One  jofhua  Lawfon,  a  fail-maker  by 
trade,  a  man  of  good  report  among  his 
neighbours,  was  willing  I  fhould  have 
.meetings  at  his  houfe,  he  having  a  large- 
room  very  fuitable  for  that  purpole.  So 
I  had  feveral  meetings,  the  town's  people 
coming  pretty  generally,  and  feveral  were 
reached,  I  believe,  by  the  heart-fearching 
power  of  Truth,  which  opened  unto 
them  their  dates  and  conditions,  efpecial- 
ly  fome  of  the  younger  fort,  who  were 
tender,  and  very  defirous  to  have  meet- 
ings. But,  alas!  their  eye  and  expecta- 
tion began  to  be  fo  upon  the  poor  weak 
inftrument,  that  I  queried  in  my  own 
mind,  whether  I  fhould  have  any  more 
meetings  with  th£m ;  for  that  fpirit,  which 
hungers  after  words,  fometimes  fhuts  up 
the  fpring  of  the  true  miniftry;  or  it  is 
withheld  for  a  time  on  that  account. 

How- 
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However,  now  about,  it  revived  in  my 
mind,  that  I  had  felt  a  draught  of  the 
Father's  love  towards  the  ifland  of  Nevis, 
when  we  failed  pad  it,  in  our  paffage 
from  Martinico;  though  I  was  told  by 
one  that  knew  the  place  (fuch  was  the 
conduct  of  many  of  the  inhabitants)  there 
were  little  hopes  of  getting  a  meeting,  or 
being  received  there;  but  that  did  not 
difcourage  me,  I  finding  fomething  in 
my  mind  that  removed  that  obftacle  out 
of  the  way.  Therefore  I,  with  Caleb 
Copeland,  a  young  man  from  North 
America,  took  boat,  and  in  a  few  hours 
arrived  at  Charles-town,  the  chief  place 
on  the  ifland.  We  took  up  our  quarters 
at  a  tavern.  The  day  following,  being 
their  general  court,  many  of  their  inljg- 
bitants  came  to  town,  and  the  place 
where  we  were  being  nigh  the  couit- 
houfe,  and  the  grand  jury  doing  their 
bufmefs,  and  dining  there,  drew  a  pretty 
deal  of  company.  Moft  of  them,  at 
their  firfl  feeing  me,  feemed  as  though 
they  could  hardly  be  fatisfied  with  gazing ; 
but  I  endeavoured  to  keep  my  eye  to  the 
Lord,  whofe  prefence  Welt  to  be  nigh 
me  in  a  good  degree,  to  keep  me  (till 
and  quiet.  So  they  had  their  full  view 
of  me,  till  their  curiofity  was  pretty  well 
fatisfied.   They  offered  no  other  incivility, 
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than  fleering,  Ifhmael  like.  However, 
the  grand  jury,  either  out  of  kindnefs, 
or  further  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity,  fent 
us  an  invitation  to  dine  with  them ;  but 
it  being  late  before  they  went  to  dinner, 
our  landlady  ordered  ours  fooner.  1  did 
not  find  any  thing  in  my  mind  againft 
eating  with  them;  though  many  of  them 
be  a  light,  vain,  airy  people,  and  their 
company  not  definable  to  a  folid  mind. 

They  fent  a  meffenger  for  us  when 
they  fat  down,  by  whom  I  fent  word  we 
had  dined.  But  they  fent  again,  fo  I 
went  in,  and  told  them  we  took  their  in- 
vitation kindly,  but  we  had  dined,  and 
therefore  defired  to  be  excufed  from  fit- 
ting down  with  them.  They  did  not  feeni 
fo  light  and  airy  now,  as  they  did  before; 
but  faid,  they  Ihould  have  been  glad  to 
have  had  our  company.  1  obferved,  they 
are  very  much  in  the  cuflom  of  drinking 
of  healths,  as  well  as  in  ufing  many  other 
vain  compliments,  which  I  had  to  (hew 
my  diflike  to,  not  only  by  not  ufmg  them, 
but  in  letting  them  alfo  know  they  were 
againft  our  principles,  and  the  apoftle's 
advice  to  the  believers,  where  he  faith, 
"  Be  not  conformable  to  this  world;  but 
!*  be  ye  transformed,  by  the  renewing 
"  of  your  minds.5*  I  much  defire  my 
children  may  take  notice  of  thefe  little 

remarks* 
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remarks,  and  put  in  pra&ice  that  excel- 
lent advice  of  the  apoftle,  not  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  world's  language,  vain 
cuftoms,  and  fafhions,  which  deface  that 
beautiful  image  and  likenefs  man  was  firft 
created  in :  for  every  thing  was  good  thai- 
God  made,  and  had  an  excellency  and 
beauty  in  it ;  man,  the  greateft  of  all, 
as  long  as  hekeepeth  his  commandments; 
but  he  lofes  that  likenefs  and  image  of 
innocency,  by  hearkening  to  the  voice 
of  the  ferpent,  who  is  called  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  now  bears 
rule  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  dif- 
obedience.  I  would  therefore,  my  dear 
children,  that  you  may  come  to  know  a 
being  transformed  by  the  renewings  of 
the  grace  and  good  fpirit  of  Truth,  upon 
your  minds  and  underftandings,  into  the 
nature,  image,  and  innocency  of  the 
children  of  God,  and  ftand  in  it,  by 
keeping  his  commandments  j  for  herein 
is  man's  perfe&ion* 

A  meeting  had  been  propofed  to  be 
held  in  the  court-houfe,  feveral  feeming 
to  forward  it,  efpecially  an  old  prieft, 
who  beftirred  himfelf  pretty  much ;  which 
I  thought  fo  me  what  ftrange.  When  it 
was  nigh  time  for  the  meeting,  he  went 
along  with  me  to  the  court-houfe,  where 
the  juflices  and  feveral  others  had  dined* 

and 
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and  had  not  yet  broke  up;  but  that  was 
more  than  I  knew  before  I  went  in. 
However,  the  pried  told  them  there  was 
a  gentleman,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call 
me,  wanted  to  give  them  a  fermon,  and 
requefted  that  they  would  give  liberty 
of  the  hall  for  a  meeting  to  be  held ; 
but  one  whom  they  called  their  chief 
judge  ftarted  up  in  a  heat,  and  faid  they 
had  not  done*/ and  befides,  they  wanted 
no  fermons ;  as  for  his  part,  he  never 
loved  to  hear  one  in  his  life.  A  vulgar 
and  unfavoury  expreflion  to  come  out  of 
the  month  of  one  in  his  flation ;  and  it 
made  me,  that  I  could  hardly  tell  what 
to  fay  about  having  a  meeting  that  night, 
only  as  feveral  of  the  people  from  divers 
parts  of  the  ifland  were  there,  it  feerned 
a  very  fuitable-  opportunity.  However, 
the  old  prieft  was  not  at  all  difcouraged 
with  the  repulfe  he  had  met  with;  he 
being  refolved  I  lhould  have  a  meetings 
went  over-  to  the  tavern  where  we  lodged^ 
and  got  the  liberty  of  a  chamber,  and 
then  came  and  told  me  there  was  a  con- 
venient room,  and  feveral  already  wait* 
ing..  I  went,  and  found  every  thing  in 
good  order  for  a  meeting,  except  the 
people's  minds:  I  was  alfo  in  great  po- 
verty, but  I  think  quiet  and  much  refign- 
ed*  I  fat  in  filence  a  confiderable  fpace^ 
M.  %.'  in 
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fri  which  time  they  were  very  refilefs, 
and  rude  in  their  behaviour,  fuch  as  I 
had  feldom  feen  or  heard  before :  at 
length  I  had  fomething  rofe  in  my  mind 
to  fay,  which  reached,  I  believe,  the 
witnefs  of  Truth  in  them;  for  they  be- 
came very  quiet  and  (till,  and  fat  like 
another  fort  of  people ;  and  many  after 
meeting  confefled  to  the  Truth  of  what 
had  been  fpoken. 

I  had  another  meeting  at  that  place* 
and  many  came.  It  was  a  folemn  bap- 
tizing time.  The  Lord's  power  had  the 
dominion  over  all  the  rough  and  unruly 
fpirits :  praifes  be  to  his  all  powerful 
name  for  ever!  There  flood  up  a  man  at 
the  clofe  of  this  meeting,  and  faid,  he 
hoped  what  had  been  delivered  wrould 
have  a  good  effeft;  for  it  was  very  fuita- 
bie  advice.  More  he  faid,  which  is  not 
needful  to  pen;  and  I  thought  it  was  in 
a  good  degree  of  fincerity.  Then  turn- 
ing to  me,  he  gave  me  a  friendly  invita- 
tion to  his  houfe.  1  told  him  I  took  it 
kindly,  and  fhould  come  if  opportunity 
would  ferve.  The  company  being  pretty 
much  gone,  he  entered  into  a  little  dif- 
eourfe  with  me,  and  told  me,  he  himfelf 
•was  alfo  a  fellow- labourer  in  the  Lord; 
hut  he  had  as  little  the  look  of  a  prieft, 
as  any  I  had  ever  feen,    as  I  thought. 

He 
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He  told  me  alfo,  he  perceived  that  we  had 
the  advantage  of  them,  in  that  we  aid 
not  tie  ourfelves  up  to  one  text  of  fcrip- 
ture,  as  they  did,  and  fo  could  fpeak  to 
the  feveral  dates  of  the  people;  for  he 
faid,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  one 
remedy  could  be  fuitable  to  every  difeafe. 
I  madelome  remarks  on  his  juft  obferva- 
tion,  with  fomething  concerning  the  true 
miniftry,  the  operation  of  the  fpirit,  and 
that  it  was  not  to  be  limited;  againft 
which  he  made  no  obje&ion,  but  freely 
affented  to  the  Truth.  We  parted  in  a 
kind  and  friendly  manner,  I  found  he 
was  a  man  of  good  underftanding,  bore 
a  very  good  character  among  the  people* 
and  was  well  beloved. 

This  evening,  after  he  was  gone,  there 
came  a  meffenger  from  one  Burnet,  a 
man  of  note  in  the  ifland,  to  defire  me 
to  pay  him  a  vifit  before  1  left  the  place  j 
which  I  did  the  next  morning.  He  re- 
ceived us  very  refpe&fully,  without  rrfak- 
ing  much  ceremony.  He  afked  me  fome 
queftions  concerning  my  travels  and  ufage 
amongft  the  French,  which  I  gave  him 
fome  account  of.  He  did  not  feem  to 
want  to  enter  into  any  difcourfe  about 
religious  matters,  but  defired  I  would 
ftay  longer  with  them  upon  the  ifland  ; 
for  he  faid  there  were  feveral  who  were 

the 
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the  defendants  of  Quakers,  and  un- 
doubtedly would  be  glad  to  fee  me.  But 
that  did  not  at  all  induce  me  to  flay,  I 
finding  myfelf  pretty  eafy  to  leave  them; 
hoping  the  Lord  in  his  own  time  will 
fend  his  fervants  and  faithful  labours 
into  not  only  this  ifland,  but  many  others 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  where 'the 
Gofpe!  rain  hath  not  been  fo  plentifully 
bellowed.  Oh,  Old  England,  and  North 
America!  Though  thefe  people  are  too 
much  in  the  churlifh  dog's  nature,  yet 
many  of  them  would  be  glad  to  partake 
of  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  your  tables. 
Your  dainty  full  ftomachs  have  often 
loathed  the  honey-comb,  and  their  poor 
fouls  are  wandering  about  upon  the  bar- 
ren mountains  of  a  lifelefs  proieffion^ 
feeking  the  living  amongft  the  dead- 
May  we  therefore,  that  have  received  the 
knowledge  of  the  Truth,  and  been  fo 
often  watered,  be  faithful,  and  bring 
forth  fruits,  anfwerable  to  the  bleffings 
received !  Then  will  the  Lord,  I  am  fully 
perfuaded,  fend  forth  from  amongft  us 
fuch  as  fhall  bring  them  to  Chriit  the 
good  Shepherd  and  fold  of  true  reft  and 
peace. 

But  to  return.  After  I  had  Raid  as 
long  as  time  would  permit,  and  was  tak- 
ing my  leave  of  the  man,  he  put  a  parcel 

of 
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of  money  into  my  hand,  which  I  retyp- 
ed, and  told  him  that  we  did  not  receive 
any  money  for  preaching.  He  faid,  we 
could  not  travel  without  expences,  and  I 
had  been  taken  by  the  French,  and  had 
footed  fome  lofs,  and  as  he  gave  it  me 
freely,  I  might  receive  it.  I  told  him,  I  was 
not  then  in  neceffity,  therefore  was  not 
free  to  take  it:  but  acknowledged  it  was 
his  good  will,  and  fo  took  my  leave  of 
him.  After  I  had  been  a  little  time  at 
our  inn,  we  understood  he  had  fent  his 
fervant  to  the  landlady,  to  charge  her  to 
take  nothing  of  us,  for  he  would  pay  all 
our  expences;  but  it  was  already  paid; 
and  I  faw  it  to  be  highly  expedient  for  us,. 
to  remove  all  caufe  from  them  that  might 
take  occafion,  that  the  miniftry  might  not 
be  juftly  blamed.  I  left  them  in  a  lov- 
ing good  difpofition  of  mind  towards 
friends,  and  am  fully  perfuaded  there  are 
hungerings  begotten  in  the  hearts  of  fome 
of  them  after  the  true  bread. 

After  -I  returned  to  the  ifland  called 
St.  Chriftopher's,  where  I  had  taken 
lodgings,  not  knowing  how  long  I  might 
(lay,  I  was  not  eafy  to  omit  having  meet- 
ings, efpecially  on  firft  days.  Several 
people  coming  out  of  the  country,  I  had 
freedom  to  fit  with  them,  moft  of  them 
feehaving  in  a  becoming;  and  folid  manner. 

Truth 
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Truth  fometimes  favoured  us  in  time  of 
filence ;  and  though  I  had  thought  I 
fhould  have  been  {hut  up,  1  found  the 
fpring  of  the  Gofpel  was  ft  ill  opened 
towards  the  people,  at  times,  in  the  free 
extendings  of  God's  love.  And  it  caYne 
into  my  mind,  in  the  opening  of  Truth, 
that  the  Lord  hath  a  feed  fown  in  thofe 
iflands,  which  lies  under  the  clods  of  the 
earth ;  but  its  rifing  and  coming  into  do- 
minion mufl  be  left  to  his  time;  he  being 
able  to  dethrone  antichrift,  bring  down 
his  kingdom,  with  all  his  ftrong  holds, 
and  in  the  room  thereof,  to  eftablifli  his 
own  everlafting  righteoufnefs;  that  fo  in 
the  very  place  where  it  was  faid,  they 
are  no  people,  there  (hall  they  be  called 
the  children  of  the  living  God. 

I  found  fome  of  them  defirous  that  I 
would  vifit  them  in  their  families,  which 
I  complied  with,  as  I  found  freedom ; 
often  having  to  fet  before  them  their  un- 
chriftian  praftice,  in  keeping  their  fel- 
low-creatures in  flavery  for  term  of  life, 
and  the  cruelty  they  ufed  towards  them, 
which  exceeded  all  that  I  had  ever  feen 
before;  and  it  raifed  fuch  a  juft  indigna- 
tion in  my  heart,  that  I  ufrd  great  free- 
dom of  fpeech  fometimes  in  converfation. 
¥et  I  truft  I  did  not  exceed  the  bounds 
of  Truth,  for  I  perceived  it  always  had 
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fome  good  tendency,  either  to  filence, 
or  bring  fome  acknowledgment  from 
them,  that  the  pra&ice  was  unchriftian, 
and  not  to  be  juftified;  that  they  had 
no  right  to  plead  for  keeping  them,  but 
that  of  force,  and  they  were  a  daily 
plague,  and  caufed  them  to  run  into  a 
great  deal  of  fin.  Thus  I  have  heard 
fome  of  them  complain,  wifhing  they  had 
never  had  them,  or  had  fome  other  way 
to  get  their  bread.  So  we  may  perceive 
the  Lord  is  rifing,  by  his  pure  witnefs, 
in  judgment  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  negro- 
keepers,  (hewing  them  the  practice  is 
evil,  and  they  cannot  juftify  it,  becaufe 
the  light  condemns  it,  and  maketh  it 
manifeft  to  them  to  be  evil.  I  tarried  at 
this  place  longer  than  I  expe&ed;  but 
hope  it  was  not  time  fpent  altogether 
unprofitably.  And  although  I  have  been 
hindered  from  going  to  the  place,  I  at 
firft  fet  out  for,  I  have  had  evident  tokens 
of  God's  love  and  fatherly  care  over  me, 
in  the  various  Heps  I  have  had  to  tread ; 
yet  notwithftanding  this  evidence  of  di- 
vine approbation,  I  have  not  been  infen- 
fible,  that  mouths  would  be  opened  not 
only  againft  me,  in  faying  I  was  wrong 
led,  or  under  a  deception,  but  alfo  againft. 
the  Truth;  for  the  Truth  hath  many  ene- 
mies,  and  none  greater  and  readier  to 

judge 
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judge  others,  than  thofe  that  are  making 
a  profeffion  of  it,  but  dwell  not  in  the 
life  and  power.  But  it  is  not  a  new 
thing  to  be  counted  deceivers,  and  yet 
be  true. 

However,  whilft  I  tarried  here,  I  often 
enquired  for  a  paffage  to  the  windward 
iflands,  that  fuch  occafion  might  be  taken 
away,  and  I  be  clear  of  the  blood  of  all 
men.  I  thought  by  way  of  Antigua 
might  be  proper;  but  when  I  made  fome 
attempts  towards  it,  I  was  always  flopped 
in  my  mind,  not  being  free  to  leave  the 
place  where  I  was.  But  when  I  had  tar- 
ried fome  time  longer,  and  had  divers 
good  opportunities  among  the  people,  I 
felt  myfelf  quite  eafy  to  leave  the  ifland ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  likewife  a  ftrong 
defire  to  be  gone ;  alfo  that  view,  and 
thofe  drawings  I  had  before,  to  vifit  the 
other  iflands,  were  entirely  removed,  and 
I  was  eafy  to  return  in  a  veffel  which  was 
then  bound  for  Philadelphia.  Therefore, 
taking  leave  of  thofe  I  was  pretty  nearly 
acquainted  with  in  Baffeterre,  the  chief 
town  on  the  ifland,  I  went  by  land  to 
Sandy  Point,  where  the  veffel  lay  to  take 
in  part  of  her  cargo.  Here  I  had  a  meet- 
ing with  the  town's  people  the  day  before 
^e  fet  fail,  which  was  the  fecond  of  the 
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eleven  A  month  1759,  having  been  upon 
this  ifland,  and  Nevis,  eight  weeks. 

Whilft  I  tarried  in  thofe  iflands,  there 
was  a  great  mortality  among  the  people, 
but  it  did  not  bring  that  awfulnefs  and 
humility  upon  their  minds,  which  it  ought 
to  have  done;  and  therefore  the  divine 
hand  undoubtedly  will  be  ftretehed  out 
ftill.  The  captain  and  men  behaved  very 
civilly  to  me  in  this  paflage.  I  had  feve- 
ral  meetings  with  the  fhip's  company, 
which  had  fome  good  effeft,  I  believe, 
upon  the  feamen.  We  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia the  twenty-ninth  of  the  eleventh 
month,  where  I  was  very  kindly  received 
by  my  friends,  who  had,  I  believe,  near- 
ly fympathized  with  me  in  my  late  exer- 
cifes.  I  ftaid  in  the  city  a  little  more 
than  two  w7eeks,  except  a  fliort  vifit  to 
Wilmington  friends.  A  conferrence  was 
held  with  the  Indians  whilfi  I  tarried 
here,  which  I  was  at;  and  Daniel  Stan- 
ton and  myfelf,  with  a  few  other  friends, 
hact  a  meeting  with  them  at  Philadelphia 
in  the  flate-houfe. 

After  fome  time  of  waiting  in  filence, 
I  had  fomething  to  fay,  and  one  Ifaac 
Still,  an  Indian,  who  could  fpeak  En- 
glifh,  delivered  the  fubftance  of  what  I 
faid  in  the  Indian  language.  He  appear- 
ed 
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cd  tender  and  well  fatisfied,  being  tl 
fenlible  fober  young  man.  Tedeufcung, 
and  feveral  of  the  Delaware  chiefs  were 
prefent,  and  a  few  of  the  Jerfey  Indians. 
They  were  folid,  attentive,  and  behaved 
in  a  becoming  manner.  The  meeting 
ended  in  humble  prayer  and  fupplication 
to  Almighty  God.  My  ftay  being  but 
fhort  here,  after  I  re-turned  from  the 
Weft-Indies!  I  endeavoured  to  take  my 
leave  of  friends  in  as  general  a  manner 
as  time  would  permit,  and  the  fixteenth 
of  the  twelfth  month  1759,  being  the 
iirft  of  the  week,  after  a  good  and  fatis- 
faftory  feafon  with  friends  at  Pine-ftreet 
meeting-houfe,  I  took  my  farewell  of 
them  in  the  uniting  love  and  pure  fellow- 
jhip  of  the  Gofpel  of  peace. 

I  went  en  board  the  (hip  Carolina, 
at  the  wharf;  the  matter's  name  was 
James  Friend,  a  kind,  courteous  man. 
We  had  a  very  difficult  paflage,  by  rea- 
fon  of  high  winds,  and  a  leaky  veffel; 
yet,  through  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of 
kind  Providence,  we  arrived'fafe  at  Lon- 
don the  twenty-ninth  of  the  firft  month 
1760,  where  I  ftaid  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore I  took  leave  of  friends  there,  and 
returned  home  to  my  dear  wife  and  chil- 
dren, who,  in  my  abfence^  with  all  that 
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I  had,  had  been  kept,  bleffed,  and  pre., 
ferved,  far  beyond  my  own  expectation, 
or  indeed  my  deferving  as  a  creature, 
I  defire  I  ever  may  be  thankful  for  fuch 
unfpeakable  favours  and  mercies,  and 
give  him  the  praife,  who  is  worthy  for 


ever ! 


W.    RECKITT. 


SUPPLE. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


IN  the  courfe  of  thefe  travels  the  au- 
thor otten  had  his  wife  and  children 
in  his  remembrance,  and  wrote  to  them, 
to  encourage  them  to  truft  in  that  hand 
which  had  drawn  him  into  fervice. 

By  a  note,  dated  the  eighth  of  the 
eighth  month  1768,  on  one  of  his  letters, 
he  defires  that  they  might  be  preferved 
'for  the  fake  of  his  children:  "  When" 
(fays  he)  8€  my  head  is  laid  in  the  nlent 
"  grave,  and  my  foul  at  reft  with  the 
:c  Lord:  and  alfo  that  my  Journal  may 
"  be  tranfcribed  for  their  perusal;"  add- 
ing, "  that  the  very  fragments  fhould  be 
"  gathered  up,  that  nothing  may  be  loft/'" 
For  the  benefit  of  his  furviving  relations^ 
and  of  mankind  in  general,  the  follow- 
ing extrafts  are  inferted.  They  fhow 
the  care  he  had  for  their  welfare,  when 
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far  abfent,  and  befpeak  the  fervency  of 
his  love.  The  firft  was  from  France, 
while  he  was  a  prifoner  there,  and  is  as 
follows. 

Carhaix  in  France,  the  twenty -third 
of  the  twelfth  month,  1756. 

Dear  wife  and  children, 

This  comes  to  inform  you  of  my  wel- 
fare, and  though  outwardly  confined, 
not  having  that  liberty  to  proceed  on  my 
journey  at  prefent,  yet  I  dare  not  com- 
plain, nor  fay,  the  Lord  is  an  hard  ma- 
fter ;  for  he.,  in  his  great  mercy  and 
jnatchlefs  loving  kindnefe,  hath  been  a 
prefent  help  in  every  needful  time,  as 
nine  eye  hath  been  fingle  to  him,  he 
hath  fupported  me  under  the  exceeding 
great  exercifes  I  have  in  this  journey  al- 
ready met  with.  Glory  and  honour  be 
to  his  great  Name  for  ever ! 

I  would  that  none  of  you  might  be  caft 
down  about  me,  but  liill  truft  in  the 
-name  of  the  Lord;  I  am  fully  fatisfied 
you  will  find  it  to  be  a  ftrong  tower,  and 
as  the  fhadow  of  a  mighty  rock  in  a 
weary  land.  And  there  is  one  thing  I 
do  greatly  defire  of  you,  that  is,  live  in 
true  love  and  unity  one  with   another, 
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and,  as  much  as  in  you  lies,  with  all 
men  every  where,  and  then  the  God  of 
love  and  peace  will  be  with  you  to  the 
end  of  your  time.  I  wrote  about  the 
feventh  or  eighth  of  lad  month,  in  which 
I  informed  you  how  I  fared,  and  was  in 
health;  fince  which  I  am  removed  to. 
this  place,  a  tolerable  fituation,  and,, pro* 
vifions  pretty  cheap,  I  have  a  chamber 
to  myfeHy  and  a  good  bed,  being  under 
no  reftraint,  but  bays  the  liberty  of  the 
town  and  fields  to  walk  in  when  I  pleafc , 
I  hope  to  receive  a  letter  from  you  in  a 
little  time,  I  moft  dearly  and  tenderly 
felute  you,  and  bid  you  farewell.. 


Philadelphia,  the  twenty-ninth  < 
of  the  fifth  month,  1758*. 

Dear, wife  and  children, 

I  came  here  this  day,  having  been: 
Something  more  than  fix  months  in  the 
fouthern  provinces ■;  in  which  vifit,  though 
the  journey  has  been  attended  with  fome 
difficulties  and  dangers,  yet  I  have  no 
caufe  to  complain.  I  lacked  for  nothing.^ . 
it  having  at  times  been  made  eafy,  plea- 

fant. 


(  m  ) 

fant,  and  comfortable  unto  me  in  Chrift, 
for  whofc  fake,  and  the  Gofpel's,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  be  given  up,  according 
to  the  difpenfation  of  his  grace  given  to 
me,  in  obedience  to  his  will,  in  which  I 
defire  I  may  (land  faithful  to  the  end; 
and  the  fame  defire,  at  times,  is  ftrong 
in  my  heart  for  all  of  you  that  I  have 
left  behind,  that  you  may  be  faithfu.  to 
the  meafure  and  manifeftation  of  grace 
given  unto  you.  I  am  not  without  fear, 
left  fome  of  my  dear  children,  which  arc 
grown  to  years  of  underftanding,  fhould 
be,  through  unwatchfulnefs  and  carelefT- 
nefs,  drawn  away  into  hurtful  things. 
It  drops  as  a  watch-word  for  you  to  take 
notice  of,  which,  if  you  do,  and  walk 
agreeable  unto  the  blefled  principle  of 
Truth,  which  you  have  heard,  and,  I 
truft,  believed  in,  the  Lord  hath  bleflings 
in  ftore  for  you,  will  make  you  truly 
rich,  and  add  no  forrow  with  it.  T  fhould 
have  no  greater  comfort  at  my  return,, 
than  to  fee  it  was  your  care  and  chiefefi 
concern  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  your  underftand- 
ings.  This  would  be  more  to  my  com- 
fort and  folid  fatisfaction,  than  for  you 
to  have  abundance  of  this  world;  for 
they  that  firft  feek  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  his  righteoufnefe,    the  promife   is, 
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that  all  other  things  fhall  be  added.  I 
often  breathe  to  the  Lord,  that  he,  above 
all  things,  may  be  pleafed  to  fan&ify  and 
cleanfe  your  hearts  from  all  fin,  that  fo 
he,  who  hath  hitherto  been  the  help, 
ftrength,  prefervation,  and  deliverance 
of  your  poor  father  in  his  exercifes  and 
troubles,  may  in  mercy  blefs  you  all,  and 
take  delight  in  you,  fo  as  to  tender  your 
hearts,  and  favour  you  often  with  his 
power  and  living  prefence,  is  the  fincere 
prayer  of  yours,  in  that  love,  that  nei- 
ther diftance  or  length  of  time  can  fepa- 
rate. 

W.   R. 


Newport  in  Rhode-Ifland,  the  fifth 
of  the  eleventh  month,  1758. 

My  dear  wife, 

Thefe  may  inform  thee  and  children, 
I  have  hitherto  been  favoured  in  a  good 
degree  of  health  and  ftrength  to  go 
through  the  exercifes  and  travels,  both 
inward  and  outward,  which  have  laid 
before  me,  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpel  j 
in  the  difcharge  whereof,  at  times,  I  find 
great  peace  and  inward  confolation. 

My  time  of  flay  in  this  land,  at  pre- 
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fent,  feems  uncertain ;  yet  I  am  ready  to 
conclude  it  will  be  until  another  year;  if 
fooner,  1  believe  it  will  be  acceptable 
both  to  you  and  me:  if  we  be  willing  to 
.wait  in  patience  the  Lord's  time,  he  will 
be  well  pleafed  with  us,  and  undoubted- 
ly his  bleffing  will  follow,  which  will 
make  truly  rich,  and  add  no  fbrrow  with 
it. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  you^ 
in  which  I  had  an  account  of  your  wel- 
fare, in  a  good  degree,  for  which  I  am 
truly  thankful  to  him  that  hath  hitherto 
helped  us,  and  preferved  us.  May  he 
have  the  praife,  who  is  worthy !  His  ways 
are  all  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  his  paths 
are  indeed  paths  of  true  peace,  and  his 
mercies  and  loving-kindnefs  are  towards 
all  them  that  daily  live  and  dwell  in  his 
holy  fear. 

May  all  my  children  learn  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  is  often  my  earned  cry  and 
prayer  to  the  Lord  for  them.  Then 
would  they  be  preferved  out  of  the  evils 
that  are  in  the  world,  for  they  are  many, 
and  lie  clofe  to  their  youthful  inclinations, 
and  if  they  give  way  to  them,  will  draw 
their  hearts  from  the  Lord,  and  out  of 
his  holy  fear,  into  a  loofe,  wanton,  and 
libertine  fpirit,  which  1  caution  and  warn 
them  to  watch  againft  and  beware  of, 
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left  they  lofe  the  bleffing,  as  Efau  did, 
and  the  time  come  they  may  carefully 
feek  it  with  tears,  and  cannot  obtain  it; 
for  time  is  very  precious,  and  ought  to 
be  prized  by  all.  Some  very  young  in 
years,  when  on  a  dying  bed,  have  be- 
moaned themfelves,  and  lamented  their 
mifpent  time,  the  fenfe  of  which  caufes 
me  almoft  to  tremble,  left  it  fhould  be 
the  ftate  of  any  that  fee  or  hear  thefe 
lines  read.  Therefore  I  intreat  there 
may  be  a  turning  to  the  Lord  with  the 
whole  heart;  and  make  no  referves  or 
excufes,  but  yield  obedience  to  his  holy 
will  in  all  things,  according  to  the  beft  of 
your  understandings,  though  through  a 
great  crofs  to  your  inclinations ;  it  is  the 
way  to  obtain  mercy  with  God,  and  ad- 
mittance into  his  everlafting  kingdom  of  ' 
reft  and  peace,  when  time  in  this  world 
Qf  troubles  fliall  terminate. 

I  dearly  falute  thee  and  our  children 
in  the  love  of  the  Father  of  all  our  mer- 
cies, defiring  you  may  all.  dwell  in  his 
love,  that  fo  you  may  feel  me  to  be  near 
you  in  fpirit,  though  outwardly  far  fepa- 
rated.  The  dead  cannot  praife  the  Lord, 
but  the  living;  the  fenfe  of  it  at  this  time 
for  his  unfpeakable  favours  to  us,  with 
many  more  of  his  dear  children,  whom 
he  hath  begotten  into  a  lively  hope,  bow*' 
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my  fpirit.  May  we  all  be  preferved  unde* 
a  living  fenfe  of  this  life,  that  when  under 
a  degree  of  divine  favour,  may  be  en- 
abled to  draw  nigh  to  him,  who  knows 
all  our  wants,  and  put  up  our  prayers 
and  fupplieations  for  each  other,  in  a 
manner  that  will  find  acceptance,  is  the 
pathetic  breathing  of  thine  in  that  love 
that  changeth  not,  including  our  dear 
children. 

W.   R. 


Philadelphia,  the  twelfth  of 
the  firft  month,  1759. 

Dear  love, 

I  have  received  leveral  letters  from 
home,  which  intimate  thine  and  our 
children's  welfare,  as  to  health,  which 
gives  me  great  fatisfa&ion,  with  defires, 
if  it  be  the  will  of  Divine  Providence, 
fuch  blefling?  may  be  continued,  and  we 
truly  thankful. 

I  returned  yefterday  from  New-En- 
gland, and  the  eaftern  country^  having 
been  fomewhat  more  than  five  months 
in  that  journey.  Health  of  body  is  in 
a  good  degree  ftili  continued,  and  true 
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peace  of  mind;  for  which  I  am  made, 
at  times,  to  blefs  that  great  and  everlaft- 
ing  Name,  who  is  over  all,  worthy  for 
^ver!  I  fee  I  cannot  enlarge,  only  recom- 
mend thee  to  that  which  hath  hitherto 
kept  and  preferved,  and  ftill  will,  I  am 
fenfible,  as  we  put  our  trufl  and  depen- 
dence upon  it.  I  defire  thou,  or  any  of 
you,  will  not  think  me  long.  I  (hall,  as 
foon  as  I  am  clear,  haften  home;  fhall 
not  conclude  for  myfelf,  for  I  am  not  at 
my  own  difpofal;  yet  feem  to  think  I 
fhall  look  homeward  in  a  little  time.  My 
dear  love  to  thee  and  children,  fympa- 
thizing  with  you  in  great  nearnefs,  I 
dearly  falute  thee  and  them,  in  that 
which  never  changeth.  Thine  in  the 
Lord, 

W.    R. 


Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  of 
the  iixth  month,  1759. 

My  dear  wife  and  children, 

I  am  in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  health, 

except  fome  pain  in  my  breaft,  which  is 

now  much  better.     It  hath  -been  a  long 

time  fince  I  had  a  letter  from  England, 

O  but 
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but  here  have  been  but  few  fhips  from 
London  this  fummer.  I  cannot  conclude 
of  fixing  my  return,  I  having  had  draw- 
ings in  my  mind  to  vifit  Barbadoes,  and 
purpofe  taking  the  -firft  fuitable  opportu- 
nity to  embark  for  that  place.  There 
are  only  a  few  meetings  in  Barbadoes,  fo 
that  my  flay  is  not  like  to  be  long,  ex- 
cept I  have  to  vifit  any  other  iflands.  I 
may  thus  conclude  at  prefent,  but  leave 
it  to  that  great  and  good  Difpofer  of  all 
things,  that  hath  been  my  fupport.  I 
may  with  gralitude  and  thankfulnefs  fay, 
he  hath  been  my  prefent  helper  in  every 
needful  time.  Oh !  may  our  eye  be  fingle 
to  him,  he  is  good  indeed  unto  all  that 
put  their  traft  in  him ;  though  great 
ilorms  may  rife,  and  clouds  of  -thick 
darknefs  may  appear,  I  am  flrcng  in  the 
faith,  -the  Lord  ftill  will  be  on  our  fide, 
as  we  are  concerned  to  be  faithful  unto 
him ;  and  if  he  be  on  our  fide,  who  can 
be  againft  us?  I  cannot  enlarge  much, 
but  defire  that  yau  and  I  may  be  enabled 
to  commit  ourfelves  to  his  care>and  pro- 
tection; for  affuredly,  a  fparrow  cannot 
fall  to  the  ground  without  his  permiflion, 
and  if  we  be  faithful  to  him,  we  are  of 
more  value  than  many  fparrows;  for, 
faith  he,  the  hairs  of  your  heads  are  all 
numbered.     My  earneft  cries  and  fuppli- 

cations 


(  m  ) 

cations  have  often  been  for  your  fouls 
welfare;  I  would  not  have  any  of  you 
think  too  much  about  me,  though  I  truft 
we  love  one  another  by  the  neareft  bonds 
and  ties  of  nature;  yet  when  the  love  of 
Truth  prevails,  we  ihould  give  up  one 
another  *br  the  fake  thereof;  then  in  this 
world  (hall  we  be  entitled  to  the  hundred 
fold,  which  is  true  peace,  and  in  that 
which  is  to  come  life  eveulaiiing.  As  a 
mod  affectionate  huiband,  and  tender 
father,  1  dearly  falute  you,  and  bid  you 
farewell. 

w.  Ft: 


P.  S.  I  defire  my-  children  would  not 
give  way  to  accompany  themfelves  with 
thofe  that  are  not  friends,  for  that  hath 
been  the  ruin  of  many  of  our  youth. 
Endeavour,  at  all  times,  to  attend  religi- 
ous meetings,  and  alfo  to  learn  and  im- 
prove in  reading  and  writing.  I  am 
afraid,  left  you  fhould  not  do  well ;  then 
I  (hall  be  grieved  and  forrowful  if  I 
ihould  live  to  fee  you  again,  mftcad  of 
being  comforted,  and  rejoicing  in  you. 


Chrifto- 
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Chriftopher's,  the  ninth  oi: 
tenth  month,  1759. 

Dear  wife  and  children, 

Thefe  are  to  inform  you,  aftd  all  en* 
quiring  friends  and  relations,  that  I  have 
great  and  good  fatisfafHon  fince  I  arrived 
at  this  part  of  the  world,  in  the  difcharge 
of  what  I  have  thought  to  be  my  duty, 
notwithftanding  I  have  been  expofed  to 
fome  hardfhips,  and  have  likewife  been 
out  of  health  about  four  weeks,  .but  am 
now  as  well  as  ufual,  can  travel,  and 
have  a  good  appetite.  Yefterday  I  came 
from  an  ifland  called  Nevis,  where  I  have 
had  feveral  meetings;  and  though  I  have 
thoughts  of  vifiting  another  ifland  or  two, 
I  fhall  not,  I  trufl,  flay  long  in  thefe 
parts,  except  I  am  detained  longer  than 
I  expeft. 

I  have  you  all  nearly  and  dearly  in  my 
remembrance,  though  I  have  been  alrea- 
dy longer  from  you,  or  am  like  to  be 
longer  than  I  expe&ed;  yet  I  trufl  we 
flxall  find  it  hath  all  been  the  Lord's  do- 
ings, and  as  we  patiently  wait  on  him, 
ihall  find  his  ways  to  be  ways  of  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  his  paths  to  be  paths  of  true 
peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
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that  his  time  is  always  the  bed  time.  I 
would  that  none  might  be  too  anxious 
and  thoughtful  concerning  me,  feeing  the 
fame  hand  that  drew  me  forth,  is  as  able, 
if  he  fees  meet,  to  return  with  me,  and 
bring  again  to  you  in  fafety;  and  if  not, 
let  us  not  murmur  nor  repine,  if  it  may 
but  be  with  us,  as  it  was  with  the  apoftle, 
who  faid,  "  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  but 
"  to  die  is  gain."  I  cannot  write  much 
for  want  of  time;  the  fhip  is  nigh  failing, 
as  I  am  informed,  but  commend  you  to 
the  Lord,  as  into  the  hand  of  a  merciful 
Creator  and  tender  Father,  tender  in 
mercy  to  all  that  faithfully  ferve,  worfhip, 
and  obey  him. 

My  fpirit  falutes  thee  and  dear  chil- 
dren, &c. 

W.   R. 


Our  friend  having  left  no  further  ac- 
count of  his  travels  after  this  voyage, 
until  his  fecond  embarkation  for  Ame- 
rica, there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  tra- 
velled but  little,  except  attending  the 
yearly  meeting  in  London,  or  fome  fhort 
diftances  near  home.  But  about  the 
year  1764,  he  again  found  a  concern  to* 
vifit  friends  in  America.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  embarked,  in  company  with 
Q  2  Thomas 
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Thomas  Goodwin,  and  William  Home, 
who  were  returning  home  from  a  religi- 
ous vifit  to  this  nation,  and  arrived  fafe 
at  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  through 
moft  of  the  provinces;  but  his  wife  dying- 
during  his  abfence,  he,  on  account  of 
his  family,  rather  haftened  his  return, 
and  embarked  in  a  veffel  bound  for  Ire- 
land; from  whence  he  came  to  London 
about  the  fourth  month,  1766,  and  foon 
after  returned  to  Wainfleet,  the  place  of 
his  refidence. 

Of  this  voyage,  he  kept  only  minutes 
of  the  meetings  he  vifited ;  fo  that  we 
are  deprived  of  a  particular  account 
thereof. 

After  his  return,  he  vifited  divers  parts 
of  this  nation,  and  in  particular  the  city 
of  London,  which  he  often  hinted  he 
thought  might  be  the  laft  time;  but  his 
love  to  the  caufe  of  Truth  continued, 
and  it  was  evident  the  fervency  of  his 
mind  was  as  ftrong  as  ever. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  integrity  of 
heart,  a  lover  of  peace,  and  fought  the 
promotion  thereof,  and  had  often  a  word 
of  counfel  to  drop  tending  to  edification. 
Not  only  at  particular  opportunities,  but 
often,  when  abfent,  has  he  imparted  of 
the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  Lord  to 
his  foul,  and  alfo  been  helpful  in  counfel 

bv 
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by  letters.  In  one  of  the  laft  I  had  from 
him,  he  expreifed  himfelf  thus:  4C  The 
44  fap  of  life  lies  very  deep  in  the  root, 
"  and  that  mud  be  waited  for  in  thofe 
"  pinching  times  1  have  met  with;  and 
"  yet  I  have  a  comfortable  hope  raifed 
"  in  me  of  late,  that  all  would  be  well 
44  in  the  end,  the  profpeft  of  which  to 
44  me  hath  feemed  exceeding  pleafant, 
44  and,  if  fafe,  fhould  much  defire  it 
44  might  be  haftened;  but  that  is  not  my 
"  proper  bufinefs  to  look  for.,  or  to  de- 

44  fire  the  reward  before  the  day's  work 

45  is  finifhed.  I  have  ferved  a  good  ma- 
44  fler,  but  have  ever  looked  on  myfelf 
"  as  one  of  the  weakeft  of  his  fervants; 
44  yet  have  endeavoured  to  come  up  in 
44  faithful  obedience  to  his  will  made 
"  manifeft  in  me,  and  in  this  now  I  have 
"  great  peace,  and  an  affurance  of  an 
44  inheritance  that  will  never  fade  away, 
44  if  I  continue  in  the  way  of  well-doing 
44  to  the  end  of  the  race." 

His  illnefs  was  very  fliort;  he  was 
taken  with  a  fit  of  the  ague  at  night,  and 
next  morning,  about  four,  departed  this 
life,  the  fixth  of  the  fourth  month,  1769, 
and  was  interred  in  friends  burial-ground 
the  9th  of  the  fame,  at  Wainfleet,  aged 
about  fixty-three  years, 

The 
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The  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  I 
had  with  our  deceafed  friend,  hath  in- 
duced  me  to  prepare  thefe  accounts  for 
more  general  fervice,  in  which  I  have 
had  real  fatisfa'ftion  and  comfort;  and  if 
they  afford  the  fame  to  the  reader,  my 
end  is  anfwered. 


Tho.  Wagftap. 


London,'  29th  of  the 7 
7th  month,  1776.    5 
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PREFACE. 


By  the  EDITOR, 


IN  reviewing  the  papers  my 
late  brother  left  behind  him,  I 
met  with  the  manufcripts  from 
whence  the  following  compilation 
is  extradled:  but  rather  in  a  loofe 
and  undigefted  flate ;  being  only  a 
rough  copy  of  what  he  feemed  to 
have  a  defign  to  digeft,  and,  pro- 
bably, to  continue  further,  if  his 
life  had  been  prolonged:  yet  even 
in  this  unfinifhed  fhate,  finding  them 
to  contain  much  ufeful  matter,  ma- 
ny pertinent,  judicious  and  inftruc- 
tive  reflections,  worthy  of,  and,  as 
I  imagined,  defigned  for  a  more  ge- 
neral fervice  than  to  lie  locked  up 
in  a  fcrutoir,  or  be  confined  to  his 

owa 
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own  private  family;  I  willingly  de- 
voted a  portion  of  my  leifure  time, 
to  the  reviling,  collating  and  digeft- 
ing  thereof.  And  I  find  no  reafon 
to  repent  of  my  labour,  or  think  this 
portion  of  my  time  mifpent,  having 
received  much  fatisfa6tion  and  pro- 
fitable impreffion  therefrom,  as  I 
hope  the  candid  reader  will  alfo,  in 
the  ferious  and  unprejudiced  peru- 
fal  thereof. 

Of  literary  fubjedts,  hiftory  hath 
been  ranked  among  ft  the  molt  im- 
proving and  interefling:  and,  I 
think,  it  may  be  allowed  this  rank 
of  precedence,  fo  far  as  it  leads  by 
illuftrious  or  pious  examples,  to  vir- 
tue or  good  condudt  in  life;  or  by 
a  detection  of  vicious  characters,  ex- 
pofeth  the  deformity  of  vice,  and  the 
ill  confequences  thereof,  as  leffons 
of  caution,  againft  the  evils  we  are^ 
to  avoid. 

Yet  the  general  fcope  of  hiftory ; 
being  moftly  relative  to  the  adtions 
of  the  great  and  the  powerful,  un- 
folding the  violent,    or  the   crafty 

meafures, 
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meafures,  whereby  worldly  power 
hath  been  acquired,  and  the  policy 
whereby  it  is  fupportecl  and  main- 
tained ;  doth  not,  in  general,  abound 
with  patterns  for  the  private  man, 
to  form  himfelf  by;  and  too  feldom. 
exhibits  fuch,  as  the  good  man  could 
copy  after,  without  departing  from, 
his  character. 

Every  man  cannot  rife  to  confpi- 
cuous  ftations  in  life,  or  attain  the 

ilities  requisite  to  fill  them  with 
reputation  to  himfelf,  and  advantage 
to  the  community:  but  every  man 
may  attain  to  (that  which  is  infi- 
nitely beyond  them)  the  favour  of 
his  Creator,*by  yielding  obedience  to 
his  revealed  will,  and  his  divine  com- 
mands. It  is  not  every  man's  bufi- 
nefs  to  copy  the  States-man,  the 
Hero,  or  the  Philofopher;  but  it  is 
every  man's  mod  interefcing  concern, 
to  live  fo  in  this  world,  as  to  obtain 
^verlalting  happinefs  in  the  next. 

That  hi  (lory  therefore  or  biogra- 
phy, which  defcribes  the  lives  of 
h,  as  have  fleadily  dire&ed  their 
P  courle 
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courfe  thro'  this  world  to  a  better, 
in  the  right  line  of  piety  toward 
God,  and  goodnefs  of  heart  and  life 
among  men, feems  in  an  efpecial  man- 
ner to  claim  our  ferious  and  atten- 
tive perufal ;  particularly,  where 
thefe  good'  men  themfelves,  from  a 
view  of  being  flill  helpful,  and  fer- 
viceable  to  mankind,  when  they 
{hall  be  no  more  among  them  in 
this  ftate  of  mutability,  leave  be- 
hind them  lively  monuments  of 
their  experience  of  the  work  of  fanc- 
tification,  and  faving  grace  in  them: 
reciting  not  only  the  adlions  and  oc- 
currences of  their  lives ;  but  the  in- 
ternal motives  of  thofe  adtions,  and 
the  effect  of  thofe  occurrences,  on 
the  ftate  of  their  minds :  unfolding 
the  gradual  operation  of  the  grace  of 
God,  for  theic  redemption  from  evil, 
and  {hewing  forth  the  fruits  of  the 
fpirit,  out  of  a  good  converfation; 
Herein  leaving  the  evident  prints 
of  their  footfteps  to  lafting  felicity, 
for  their  furvivors,  to  trace  the  path 
to  the  like  glorious  inheritance. 

Of 
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Of  this  kind  of  Biography,  we 
have  had  feveral  tradls  published,  in 
ourfociety,  divers  of  which,  having 
perufed'  with  much  fatisfacftion  and 
advantage,  as  being  thereby  anima- 
ted to  an  ardent  defire,  of  treading 
the  fame  path  to  blefTednefs,  and 
tracing  the  footfteps  of  the  flock,  to 
the  fhepherd's  tent,  I  am  induced  the 
more  readily  to  forward  the  publi- 
cation of  the  following  fheets,  and 
the  more  earneftly  to  recommend 
them,  (with  other  compofitions  of 
the  like  nature)  to  the  folid  atten- 
tion of  my  friends,  and  particularly 
to  the  youth  of  this  generation, 

Whom  I  could  wiih  to  be  well  ap- 
prized, that  our  reading  and  fhudy, 
as  well  as  every  other  occupation  of 
our  lives,  is  mod  properly  and  moft 
profitably  employed  in  the  purfuit 
and  acquiiition  of  thofe  virtuous  dif- 
pofitions,  whereby  we  may  pleafe 
our  Maker,  fill  up  our  flations  in 
life  with  propriety,  and  be  good  ex- 
amples in  our  generation,  and  that  k 
is  a  matter  of  important  confequence 

to 
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to  all,  but  efpe  cially  to  this  age 
inexperience  ^  to  be  very  careful,  and 
well  directed,  in  the  choice  of  the 
books  they  read,  as  well  as  the  com- 
pany they  familiarly  affociate  with, 
that  they  be  fuch  as  may  make  pro* 
fitable  impreffions  upon  them :  thefe 
filent  companions  of  the  cloiet  com- 
municate a  good  or  evil  influence, 
according  to  the  fubjecls  they  treat 
of,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  treated,  with  a  fecret  but  pow- 
erful efFecft  upon  the  tender  mind, 
and  the  apoftle's  obfervation  that 
V  Evil  communications  corrupt  good 
"  manners*"  is,  in  my  opinion,  ap- 
plicable to  corrupting  books,  as  well 
as  corrupting  companions. 

From  the  clear  fenf:  they  had  of 
the  pernicious  tendency  of  fuch  com- 
pofitions,  our  friends  both  in-  a  pri- 
vate and  collective  capacity,  have 
been  frequently  concerned  to  recom- 
mend a  care  in  parents  and  guardians 
to  prevent,  and  caution  youth  and 
others  to  reftrain  their  inclination  to 


*  i  Cor.  xv.  33. 
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the  reading  of  "  Such  books  as  tend 
"  to  leaven  the  mind  into  vanity, 
"  profanenefs  and  infidelity, f"  un- 
der which  defcription  are  comprized, 
"  Plays,  novels  and  romances,  and 
"  all  thofe  which  have  a  tendency 
<c  to  lead  the  mind  from  piety,  and 
"  to  oppofe  or  rejedt  the  divine  au- 
cc  thority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures:" 
and  this  licentious  age,  which  hath 
produced  an  inundation  of  fictitious 
compofitions  of  the  former  kind, 
romances  and  novels  in  abundance, 
prefents  an  occafion  to  reinforce  the 
caution  to  our  young  friends,  to  be- 
ware of  touching  the  unclean  thing, 
left  their  minds  be  imperceptibly  de- 
filed thereby. 

For  fuch  wri tings  being  adapted 
to  the  depraved  tafte  of  an  indolent 
and  luxurious  generation,  they  feem 
more  calculated  for  a  diverting  en- 
tertainment, or  the  amufement  of  an 
idle  hour,  than  for  profitable  inftruc- 
tion,  or  real  improvement  in  morals, 
P  2  in 

t  See  Yearly  Meeting's  Epiflle,  1723,  1762,  &c, 
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in  underftanding,  or  in  the  temper  of 
the  mind:  and  the  time  employed 
therein,  I  judge,  is  in  general  mifpent, 
or  fpent  to  a  bad  purpofe,  and 
"  There's  but  little  need  to  drive 
c<  away  that  by  foolifh  divertife- 
4<  meats,  which  flies  away  fo  fwiftiy 
<c  of  itfelf;  and  when  once  gone  is 
<c  never  to  be  recalled.  Plays,  Balls, 
"  Treats,  Romances,  Mui  :k,  Love- 
"  fonnets,  and  the  like,  wit?  be  a 
very  invalid  plea,  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  their  Condemnation, 
who  are  taken  and  delighted  there- 
with, at  the  revelation  of  the  righ- 
teous Judgment  of  G 
JPemis  L  noGrmvn^  Chap.  15. 

Sec  7.  Few,  i  believe,  are  much 
the  better  or  wiier,  for  the  hours 
they  pais  in  perufing  fuch  produc- 
tions. The  greater  part,  being  the 
invention  of  corrupt  minds,  have  a 
very  corrupting  influence.  And  thofe 
which  appear  mod  plauflble,  are  too 
generally  formed  to  fill  the  head 
withromantick  kieasj  and  airy  ima- 
ginations ; 
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ginations;  to  flatter  our  pride,  in- 
fufe  a  tafte  for  feaiual  pleaiures> 
nouriili  our  propenfity  to  worldly 
grandeur,  and  the  de'ire  of  great 
pofleffions,  and  to  bring  the  mind  into 
g.  diflipated  ftate:  operating  in  a  di- 
rection diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
grace  of  God,  which  bringeth  Jalva- 
tion;  and  teacheth  us  to  deny  all 
ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts ;  and 
to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  am  induced  on 
this  occafion  to  call  in  my  mite,  and 
give  my  fuffrage  to  this  concern  of 
the  fociety  I  am  connected  with  in 
religious  fellowfhip,  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  members  from  hurt- 
ful purfuits :  defining  they  may  re- 
ceive the  word  of  exhortation  to  re- 
frain from  unprofitable  or  prejudicial 
compositions,  as  w7ell  as  to  perufe 
with  ferioufnefs,-  iuch  as  tend  to 
i-mprefs  the  mind  with  religions  con- 
liderations,  and  influence  it  to  the 
-practice  of  piety  and  virtue. 

From 
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From  fundry  papers  which  have 
formerly  come  into  my  hands,  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  it  was  a  prac- 
tice with  the  author  of  the  en- 
fuing  pages,  to  take  down  in  manu- 
fcript  frequent  reviews  of  his  life, 
by  way  of  keeping  an  account  there- 
of, in  order  to  take  a  more  minute 
retrofpecftion :  and  to  form  a  more 
precife  judgment  how  he  was  pre- 
pared and  preparing  for  the  final 
account;  a  profitable,  rational,  and 
religious  exercife!  which  it  might 
be  advantageous  for  all  to  employ 
themfelves  in  every  day  of  their 
lives.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  de- 
signed merely  for  his  own  private 
ufe :  but  at  three  different  periods  he 
commenced  a  review  of  the  whole, 
I  imagine,  with  a  more  extenfive 
view,  the  firft  in  the  35th  year  of  his 
age ;  the  feeond  in  the  54th,  and  the 
third  in  the  66th,  but  had  proceeded 
only  a  little  way  in  the  laft,  when 
he  was  removed  from  this  life.  I  have- 
traced  the  lail,  as  far  as  it  was  car- 
ried forward,  and  the  feeond  to  the 

end^ 
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end :  and  from  that  period,  having 
collected  what  authentic  memorials 
I  could,  I  have  iii  a  fupplement  con- 
tinued the  narration  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  wfych,  with  the  memoirs  to 
which  it  is  annexed,  is  fubmitted  to 
the  candour  of  the  judicious  reader. 
I  have  alfo  annexed  an  epiftle  to 
friends  in  Ireland,  which  I  found 
amongft  the  papers  from  whence 
the  following  memoirs  are  compiled, 
which  feems  defigned  for  publica- 
tion, and  in  which  there  are  many 
obfervations  well  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  thofe  in  particular  to  whom 
it  is  addreffed,  and  of  others  into 
whofe  hands  it  mav  fall. 


A  Teftimony, 
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A  Testimony,  from  the  Men's 
Meeting  of  Dublin,  concerning 
JAMES  GOUGH,  deceafed.. 

IT  having  pleafed  divine  providence,  to 
remove  from  us  by  death  our  worthy- 
friend  James  Gough,  we  feel  our  minds 
imprefled  to  give  forth  the  following  teC- 
timony  concerning  him. 

By  authentic  accounts  we  find  he  was 
born  at  Kendal  in  Weftmoreland  in  the 
year  171 2.  And,  in  his  young  years, 
was  made  fenfible  of  an  inward  monitor 
to  reprove  his  propenfity  to  evil,  and 
convince  him  of  the  error  of  his  ways, 
which  made,  at  times,  profitable  impref- 
fions  on  his  mind  for  a  feafon ;  but, 
through  the  inftability  of  youth,  thefe 
impreffions  proved  not  deep  enough  to  be 
lading,  till  about  the  twenty-firft  year 
of  his  age,  when  he  removed  from  the 
North  of  England  to  Briftol,  it  pleafed 
divine  goodnefs  to  favour  him  with  a 
frefh  and  prevailing  vifitation  of  his  lovev 
whereby  he  was  made  willing  to  give  up, 
in  felf-denial  and  circumfpe&ion  of  life, 
to  yield  obedience  to  his  requirings,  who 
in  his  fatherly  loving-kindnefs  had  t^ius 
vifited  his  foul ;  and,  by  the  gradual  ope- 
ration 
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ration  of  the  divine  power  therein,  he 
experienced  a  growth  in  the  work  of 
fandtification,  and  was  thereby  formed 
into  a  veflel  prepared  for  the  Matter's  ufe. 

About  the  year  1738,  he  removed  from 
Briftol,  and  fettled  in  Cork,  and  foon  af- 
ter he  came  forth  in  a  public  teftimony, 
to  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  that  truth, 
which  himfelf  had  experienced  the  be- 
neficial efte&s  of,  and  growing  in  his 
gift,  he  became  an  able  minifter  of  the 
gofpel,  and  an  inftrument  of  fervice  m 
the  church. 

His  fiift  journey,  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  was  in  the  year  1740,  to  the 
counties  of  Cumberland,  Weftmoreland, 
Lancafhire,  and  part  of  Yorkfhire:  His 
next  to  Lemfter  province :  and  in  the 
fummer  1743,  he  vifited  the  meetings  of 
friends  through  the  principality  of  Wales, 
^nd  many  parts  of  England ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  vifit,  he  attended  the 
yearly  meeting  of  Wales,  with  thofe  of 
Briftol  and  London.  Soon  after  his  return 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  remove  into 
Leinfter  province,  and  fixed  his  refidence 
in  Mountmelick,  where  his  fervice  became 
^xtenfive,  being  in  the  center  of  a  large 
-body  of  friends.  He  almoft  conftantly 
attended    our    province,    quarterly    and 

national 
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national  meetings,  where  he  was  often 
drawn  forth  in  the  pure  ftreams  of  gof- 
-  pel  love,  to  the  refrefhment,  and  edifica- 
tion of  friends:  In  the  year  17745  he 
fettled  in  this  city,  where  he  was  well  re- 
ceived, and  well  beloved,  his  innocent  life 
and  converfation  adorning  his  gofpel  la- 
bours amongft  us,  being  filled  with  love 
to  mankind  in  general,  and  in  particu- 
lar to  the  flock  and  family,  with  whom 
he  was  joined  in  religious  fellowfhip. 

He  followed  his  occupation  of  fchool- 
mafter,  for  fome  time  in  this  city,  but, 
in  his  advanced  years,  not  being  fuffici- 
ently  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  and  con- 
finement attendant  on  that  employment, 
and  being  defirous  to  be  more  at  liberty 
for  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  he  gave  it  up: 
and  for  the  three  lad  years  of  his  being  a 
member  of  this  meeting,  travelled  much 
abroad  in  the  different  quarters  of  this 
nation,  vifiting  the  meetings,  and,  in 
many  places,  the  families  of  friends,  to 
ftir  up  the  pure  mind  by  way  of  remem- 
brance, and  to  provoke  to  love  and  good 
works. 

And  finally,  being  on  a  religious  vide 
to  friends  in  the  province  of  Munfter,  and 
having  proceeded  to  the  city  of   Cork* 

where 


(where  he  was  engaged  in  a  vifit  to  the 
families  of  friends,  and  had  with  much 
diligence  nearly  finifhed  the  fame,)  it 
pleafed  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  in  whofe  hands  our  lives  are,  there 
to  fix  a  period  to  his  labours,  and  to  re- 
move him  from  works  to  rewards:  for 
being  feized  with  indifpofition,  and  fol- 
lowing the  fervice  before  him  too  clofely 
(as  was  apprehended)  it  encreafed  upon 
him  to  fuch  a  degree  as  brought  on  his 
diflblution,  and  he  quietly  departed  this 
life,  at  the  houfe  of  our  friend  Joieph 
Garratt,  in  faid  city,  (where  he  was  af- 
fectionately and  tenderly  attended  and 
taken  care  of  during  his  illnefs)  we  believe 
in  peace  with  the  Lord,  and  much  regret- 
ted by  friends  here  and  elfewhere,amongft 
whom  his  zealous  labours  will  be  much 
miffed. 

We  defire  that  the  removal  of  faithful 
labourers,  may  be  fo  laid  to  heart  by  their 
furvivors,  as  that  they  may  be  incited  to 
copy  their  examples,  tread  the  fame  fteps 
to  bleffednefs,  and  thereby  be  qualified  to 
fill  their  vacant  places  with  propriety. — 
'"  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
"  upright:  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 
Xi  peace.'* 

He 
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He  departed  this  life  the  6th  of  the  iath 
month,  1780,  and  was  buried  in  the 
burying-ground  belonging  to  friends  of 
faid  city,  the  9th  of  the  fame.  Aged 
6j,  a  Minifter  41  years. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  our  MenV 
meeting  held  in  Dublin,  the  10th  of  the 
4th  month,  1781. 


John  Bancroft, 
Robert  Clibborn, 
Benjamin  Byrne, 
:ry  Aftick, 
;;ert  Freeman, 
•Thomas  Fayle, 
Thomas  Thacker, 
Benjamin  Glorney, 
William  North, 
John  Smithfon, 
David  Newland, 
John  Robinfon, 
fofhua  Forbes, 


Thomas  Bewley, 
John  Dawfon  Coats., 
Jofeph  Williams, 

Jofhua  Clibborn, 
John  Robinfon, 
Jonathan  Hill, 
Jofeph  Pike, 
Jofeph  Sandwith, 
William  Jackfon, 
William  Knott, 
Thomas  Bewley,  ju. 
Samuel  Ruffel, 
Thomas  Barrington* 


INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION, 

FOR  my  own  future  benefit,  and 
for  theirs  too  into  whofe  hands  it 
may  fall,  I  am  induced  to  commit 
to  writing  the  following  review  of  my 
days,  now  in  the  66th  year  of  my  age : 
for  fince  we  are  launched  on  the  ocean 
of  life,  our  principal  care  ought  to  be  to 
fleer  our  ccurfe  through  it  to  the  port  of 
reft,  and  unmixed  felicity,  though  it 
were  through  all  kinds  of  hardfhip  and 
felf-denial ;  fince,  if  we  fail  of  this  at 
laft,  it  is  then  too  late  to  amend  it. 

Could  all  the  pleafures  and  advantages. 
of  this  life  be  attained  and  enjoyed  per- 
feci  and  unmixed  to  it's  period,  even  fo 
they  would  be  no  compenfation  for  the 
lofs  of  happinefs  in  a  future  and  immortal 
flate.  But  thofe  pleafures  and  advan- 
tages never  can  be  fo  enjoyed  by  any  one, 
unlefs  his  paflions  and  inclinations  are 
fubjeel  to  the  government  of  God,  who 
alone  ought  to  govern  his  creatures,  and 
who  difcovers  his  will,  to  the  humble  at- 
tentive mind. 

Indeed  the  temporary  enjoyers  of  the 
good  things  of  this  life,  may  fhew  a  face 
of  pleafure  to  ignorant  fpeclators,  while 
they  feem  to  float,  without  interruption, 
in  the  midfl  of  gratifications  and  amufe- 
ments :  yet  a  fecret  worm  is  often  felt  by 
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them,  as  it  were  gnawing  at  the  latent 
root  of  their  exaltation  and  grandeur. 

It  is  the  univerfal  and  impartial  regard 
of  Omnipotence,  which  rebukes  them  for 
letting  loofe  the  reigns  of  their  lufts  or 
eager  inclinations,  designing  thereby  their 
timely  reformation  for  their  everlafting 
good. 

It  often  oppofes  the  ambitious  and 
proud,  in  their  career,  with  the  unwel- 
come difcoveries,  that  they  are  roving  in 
other  purfuits  than  thofe  that  heaven  de- 
figned  for  them:  and  not  applying  their 
precious  time  and  talents  to  the  great  and 
good  purpofe  for  which  they  were  given. 
Sometimes  it  difplays  the  beauties  and  be- 
nefits of  rectitude,  deferted  by  them ;  and 
fometimes  the  horror  and  fad  confequence 
of  perflating  in  the  negleft  or  viola- 
tion of  duty,  thus  difcovered  on  the  one 
hand,  and  counteracted  by  them  on  the 
other. 

Hence  too  generally,  difliking  the 
check  to  prefent  eafe  and  pleafure,  fuch 
as  are  intruded  with  the  means  of  doing 
good,  and  helping  ethers  on  their  way, 
turn  their  attention  from  this  omniprefent 
monitor,  this  faithful  bofom  friend.  They 
fly  to  tempting  varieties,  to  foothing  de- 
ceptions, to  amufing  recreations ;  they 
bear  their  heads  aloft  among  the  envying 
multitudes,  and  feek  to  drown  his  falu- 
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tary  admonitions  in  fplendor,  noife,  flut- 
ter, intemperance  and  diflipation. 

Many  fuch  I  have  known,  who  are 
now  gone  to  their  long  homes,  whom  in 
my  younger  years  I  envied, 

I  have  been  fo  foolifh  as  to  transfer 
my  envy  from  them,  after  they  difap- 
peared,  to  their  vain  and  fhort-lived  fuc- 
cefibrs;  many  of  whom  are  alfo  gone, 
and  fo  will  theTeit  ere  long.  And  then 
what  follows  thofe  that  have  left  their 
heaven  behind  them,  who  afiuming  to 
themfelves  the  direction  that  was  due  to 
God,  have  refufed  the  reverence  and  obe- 
dience of  his  laws?  Ah  then  the  enviers 
and  envied,  like  the  blind  led  by  the* 
blind,  fall  into  one  abyfs.  Unfit  for  the 
regions  of  pure  love  to  God  and  each 
other,  of  perfect  peace,  cf  joy  unjpeakable 
and  full  of  glory* ,  they  are  debarred 
from  admiffion  into  them.  Separated  in 
the  courfe  of  juftice,  plunged  with  the 
vaft  and  innumerable  hofts  of  rebellious 
and  execrable  fpirits,  all  their  bitternefs, 
envy,  refentment,  eager  defires  ungrati- 
fied,  unceafing  vexation  and  anguifh  de- 
fcend  with  them,  with  infinite  increafe 
in  an  unbodied  ftate. 

A    fenfual  earthly  mind  is  too  mi 

iated  to  relifh  the  pure  ;o~:s,  or  to  f 
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the  fociety  of  the  fpirits  of  the  jufl  made 
per fe£t.  Goodnefs  is  painful  to  the  wick- 
ed, being  fo  contrary  to  the  depravity  of 
their  nature.  Heaven  would  be  no  hea- 
ven to  them. 

A  change  of  heart  is  neceffary  to  be 
experienced  by  every  man,  from  a  date 
of  nature  to  a  ftate  of  grace;  from 
earthly  and  fenfual  difpofitions  and  af- 
fecYtons,  to  holy  and  heavenly,  in  or- 
der to  be  fitted  for  the  fruition  of,  as 
well  as  the  admiliion  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  It  is  then  the  greateft  wif- 
dom,  while  time  and  opportunity  are  af- 
forded, to  ufe  all  diligence  to  attain  that 
ftate  of  mind,  whereby  we  may  be  pre- 
pared when  all  the  tranfitory  delights, 
amufements  and  defirable  objects  of  this 
world  fail,  to  be  received  into  everlafting 
habitations;  and  how  ought  our  hearts 
to  be  filled  with  thankfulnefs  to  God,  who 
in  his  univerfal  love  to  mankind,  hath 
provided  for  them  a  phyfician,  able  and 
willing  to  heal  all  nations,  to  create  clean 
hearts,  and  renew  right  fpirits  in  all,  who 
fubmit  to  him,  and  follow  his  direftions. 

Bfct  in  order  to  attain  this  defirable 
Hate,  we  mult  make  a  total  furrender  of 
curfelves  to  the  divine  will  revealed  to 
lis,  in  daily  felf-denial  and  fidelity;  per-  > 
fevering  therein  to  the  end  of  our  days, 
ardent  in  defire  to  do  good,  and  to  be 
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conformed  to  the  mind  of  our  creator* 
The  lefs  we  look  out  unneceffarily  into 
the  world,  or  covet  its  honours,  favours, 
friendfhip  and  greatnefs,  and  the  more 
we  look  to  God  with  a  fingle  eye,  and 
covet  his  honour,  favour,  friendfhip 
and  riches,  the  more  (hall  we  expe- 
rience a  growth  in  the  very  root,  and  in 
all  the  branches  of  the  divine  life,  that 
we  may  be  as  a  chafte  fpoufe  to  Chrift  in 
every  defire  and  aim,  in  every  motion  of 
the  mind,  and  its  companion  the  body 
too,  and  furely  he  ever  merits  it  from  us, 
even  he  who  has  graciouily  vifked,  and 
from  day  to  day  invited,  and  called  us 
out  of  the  fpirit  and  ways  of  the  world, 
to  join  himfelf,  in  order  to  partake  with 
him  and  his,  of  pure  peace  and  joy  in  the 
prefenc,  and  more  infinitely  in  a  future 
ftate.  His  call  is  u  Come  out  from  among 
"  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  touch  no 
"-  unclean  thing,  and  1  will  receive  you, 
"  and  I  will  be  a  father  to  you,"  &c.  * 
By  this  call  were  our  honourable  pre- 
deceffors  in  the  beginning,  feparated  from 
the  fpirit  and  ways  of  the  world,  and 
incited  to  refufe  touching  the  unclean 
thing  or  whatever  fprang  from  an  impure 
fource,  what  perfecucion  foever  that  re- 
fufal  might  coft  them,  knowing  that  he 

*  2  Cor.  \i.  17,  18, 
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U'hom  they  obeyed  and  in  whom  they 
trufled,  would  carry  them  thro*  all  op- 
pofition,  which  they  experienced  (to  their 
unfpeakable  joy)  to  be  fulfilled,  and  live- 
lily  teltified  to  the  world,  many  of  them, 
both  living  and  dying. 

Thole  happy  men  and  women  left  the 
Lord's  vineyard  (thro5  their  faithful  la- 
bours with  the  divine  blefling  upon  them) 
well  fenced  and  clean  (having  gathered 
out  theftones  thereof) and  abounding  with 
the  excellent  fruits  of  the  holy  fpirit  of 
Chrift. 

After  this,  degeneracy  ftole  in,  revolting 
to  the  world,  reimbibing  it's  fpirit,  retain- 
ing its  cuftoms,  language  and  manners : 
which  has  fmce  widely  fpread  and  over- 
flowed like  a  deluge,  broken  down  the 
fence,  and  introduced  an  unhappy  change 
in  the  ftate  of  our  fociety. 

Yet  there  is  no  change  in  God  or  h*s 
laws.  Oh  !  then  that  we  may  fpeedily 
return  back  to  him  and  them,  and  to  that 
ftate  from  whence  we  have  fallen,  elfe 
great  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  our  con- 
demnation. 

Having  premifed  thefe  brief  and  mcfl: 
important  qbfervations,  I  now  proceed 
the  narrative  of  my  own  life= 
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1W  A  S  born  at  Kendal  in  Weftmore- 
land  on  the  2 7th  of  1 2th  month,  1 7 1 2, 
and  my  parents  John  and  Mary  Gough, 
profeffing  the  Truth  as  held  by  the  people 
called  Quakers,  I  received  my  education 
in  the  fame  profeffion.  My  mother,  who 
was  an  induftrious,  careful,  well-minded 
woman,  taught  me  tq  read ;  and  when  I 
was  a  little  turned  of  five  years  of  age 
I  commenced  a  fcholar  in  friends'  fchool 
in  my  native  town,  under  the  tuition  of 
Thomas  Rebanks,  at  which  fchool  I  con- 
tinued till  my  fifteenth  year.     Having  a 

good 
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good  genius  and  a  propenfity  to  learning 
I  attained  with  facility  and  readinefs  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages ;  and  my 
quick  proficiency  therein,  (I  being  of 
little  ftature  for  my  age)  excited  admira- 
tion, procured  me  the  fame  of  a  great 
fcholar,  vallly  magnified  my  little  (lock 
of  attainments;  and  alfo  introduced  me  to 
the  notice  of  feveral  perfons  of  eminence 
in  the  town,  who  would  frequently  quef- 
tion  me  in  refpect  to  my  learning,  and 
were  generally  plcafed  with  my  rqady 
anfwers. 

In  particular  a  diftinguifhed  juftice  of 
peace,  w7ith  his  wife,  took  a  fingular  notice 
of  me,  admitting  me  (young  as  I  was)  to 
free  converfation  with  them,  and  intro- 
ducing me  at  times  into  grand  company 
which  frequented  their  houfe.  The  faid 
juftice  would  fay,  that  if  my  parents 
would  give  me  up  to  him,  he  would  fend 
me  to  the  univerfity  to  receive  a  proper 
education.  This  flattered  my  ambition, 
as  it  was  what  at  that  time  I  heartily 
wifhed  for. 

By  thefe  means  the  feeds  of  wild  na- 
ture, the  noxious  weeds  of  pride  and  vain 
conceit  (the  produce  of  every  foil)  re- 
ceived ftrength  and  nourifhment  in  my 
early  minority,  and  (hot  up  high  for  my 
prefent  childifh  age. 

But 
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But  in  fome  fort  to  counterbalance 
-thefe  incentives  to  pride  and  airy  notions, 
I  had  the  advantage  of  receiving  my  edu- 
cation in  a  place,  in  and  about  which 
there  lived  many  worthy  friends,  whofe 
exemplary  lives,  and  religious  care  and 
labours,  often  in  my  early  years  made 
good  imprefiions  on  my  mind,  which 
(though  my  own  propensities  foon  effaced 
them)  left  fixed  upon  my  breaft  an  ho- 
nourable efteem  for  thofe  truly  good  men 
and  women, with  painful  refleftions  under 
the  fenle  of  my  own  infidelity,  and  fecret 
wifhes  for  that  happy  condition,  which,  I 
really  believed  them  to  be  eftablifhed  in, 
by  Chrift  their  Redeemer  and  Sovereign. 
My  undemanding  was  enlightened  when 
very  young,  to  fee  both  my  own  defici- 
encies in  duty,  and  thofe  of  many  others 
more  advanced  in  years ;  and  1  thought, 
if  I  lived  to  be  a  man,  their  harms  fhould 
be  my  warnings. 

I  remember  a  worthy  minifter,  Jofeph 
Jordan  from  Virginia,  having  had  the 
fmall-pox  at  a  friend's  houfe  in  Kendal, 
and  being  raifed  up  again;  at  the  firft 
meeting  which  he  got  to  after  it,  was 
drawn  out  in  fuch  a  moving  manner  in 
his  miniftry,  that  the  meeting  in  general 
feemed  to  be  imprefled  with  great  tender- 
aefs  under  it :  and  I  then  (though  but 

very 
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very  young)  had  a  fhare  therein.  The 
defirablenefs  of  living  fo,  as  to  obtain  di- 
vine favour  feemed  to  be  very  clearly  and 
ftrongly  fet  before  our  view.  And  the  op- 
portunity  had  fome  good  effeft  upon  my 
mind  for  a  fhort  feafon. 

Here  we  may  remark  the  advantage 
that  accrues  to  religious  fociety  and  to 
meetings,  where  they  are  favoured  with  a 
number  of  faithful  elders,  living  minifters, 
and  fpiritually-minded  friends  ;  men  of 
truth,  "  fearing  God  and  hating  covet- 
oufnefs."*  The  livelinefs  of  their  fpirits; 
the  clearnefs  of  their  fight,  and  the  uni- 
formity of  their  conduft  and  conversation, 
qualify  them  to  fhew  the  people  how  they 
lhould  walk  in  the  purluit  of  peace,  both 
by  precept  and  example;  precepts  drawn 
from  the  living  fpring  of  experience,  and 
examples  formed  by  a  watchful  attention 
to  the  pointings  and  limitations  of  truth. 
I  remember  fome  whofe  very  countenances 
feemed  to  command  awe,  and  imprefs  ob- 
fervers  with  ferious  confideration.  As  the 
fait  of  the  earth,  feafoning  thofe  amongft 
whom  they  walked,  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
truth  which  lived  and  predominated  in 
-them ;  under  the  powerful  influence  there- 
of thefe  kept  up  meetings  both  for  wor- 

fhip 
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tkip  and  discipline,  and  were  enabled 
thereby  to  keep  things  in  good  order,  as 
themfelves  were  a  good  favour  in  their 
allotments.  On  the  other  hand  we  may 
obferve  that  where  the  elders  and  a&ive 
friends  are  not  under  this  qualification; 
but  under  the  form,  are  fuffering  their 
hearts  to  go  after  their  covetoufnefs,  fe- 
cretly  departing  from  under  the  influence 
of  this  divine  principle,  the  caufe  and 
prevalence  of  Truth  too  often  decline 
amongft  the  different  ranks  of  the  people, 
cc  as  in  the  day  when  a  ftandard-bearer 
"  fainteih." 

My  mother  made  it  her  maxim  in  her 
plan  of  education  to  accuftom  her  chil- 
dren to  ufeful  employment,  frugal  fare, 
and  to  have  our  wills  croifed,  in  order 
hereby  to  render  us  better  fitted  to  undergo 
any  future  hardfhips  in  life,  that  might 
be  allotted  to  befal  us.  And  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  her  cares  and  endea- 
vours, with  the  examples  and  labours 
of  good  friends,  were  to  me  as  "  bread 
caft  upon  the  waters,"*  which  appeared 
after  many  days.  In  the  intervals  of 
fchool-hours  fhe  would  be  for  employing 
me  in  one  ufeful  occupation  or  other. 
This  I  thought  a  great  hardfhip;  and  be- 
ll ing 

•  Eccl.  xL  i. 
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ing  much  mortified  thereby,  I  exerted  my 
wits  to  evade  it,  often  feigning  pretences 
,of  fchool~tafi;s  and  exercifes,  fet  me  by 
my  matter,  and  fuch  like  groundlefs  ex- 
cufes. 

The  great  duty  of  education,  to  dif- 
charge  it  rightly,  needs  divine  inftru&ion 
and  ^ffiftance,  as  much  as  any  duty  in 
life,  and  therefore  parents  have  need 
fervently  to  pray  for  it,  and  faithful- 
ly to  follow  it  when  received.  Other- 
wife  they  may  be  in  danger  of  falling 
fhort,  and  the  deviations  and  mifcarriages 
of  the  children  (at  leaft  in  part)  may  lie 
at  their  doors. 

But  if  my  mother  might  feem  to  err  on 
the  one  hand,  viz.  that  of  feverity,  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  far  greater  number 
err  on  the  other  hand,  vjz.  that  of  indul- 
gence and  connivance:  and  that  though 
the  former  be  more  painful  for  the  prefent, 
yet  the  latter  generally  proves  more  per- 
nicious in  its  effe&s  and  future  confe- 
quences,  I  verily  believe,  I  have  enjoyed 
a  better  itate  of  health,  from  being  brought 
up  in  a  hardy  way,  as  my  conftitution 
was  but  weak  and  tender. 

Upon  a  review  of  my  ftate  at  this  age, 
my  recollection  reprefents  it  as  a  compli- 
cation of  ambition,  envy,  craft  and  de- 
ceit j  but  that  even  then,  a  divine  moni- 
tor 
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tor  was  near  me,  to  manifeft  and  reprove 
the  corruption  of  my  heart,  and  the  evil 
of  my  ways.  I  was  ienfiblc  of  my 
mother's  anxious  care  for  my  prefervation 
from  evil,  and  attainment  cf  good:  but 
1  eluded  as  much  as  I  could,  the  confine- 
ment which  (lie  thought  conducive  thereto, 
in  keeping  me  under  her  own  eye,  and 
out  of  the  way  of  corrupting  com- 
pany. I  loved  liberty  ;  I  fought  it 
with  eagernefs,  frequently  got  it  by  craft, 
and  abufed  it  to  my  hurt,  as  unexperi- 
enced young  people  are  too  apt  to  do. 

In  this  itate,  I  v/el!  remember,  I  was 
afraid  and  alhamed  to  meet  with  good 
friends,  fuch  as  I  yet  loved  and  honoured, 
being  inwardly  convifted  from  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  my  own  vile  and  unguarded 
conduct.  Sometimes  I  received  from  fome 
of  them  the  reproof  I  deferved;  and  fome- 
times  I  thought  their  very  filence  rebuked 
me.  At  other  times  in  their  company  the 
love  and  defire  of  goodnefs  re-entered 
with  a  ftrong  force.  But  being  withdrawn 
therefrom,  temptation  too  often  reinftated 
vice  in  its  wonted  feat  in  my  heart,  and 
in  the  direction  of  my  conduft. 

I  eafily  and  clearly  faw  the  wide  differ- 
ence betwixt  good  and  bad  company,  and 
how  much  the  former  was  preferable;  yet 
the   powerful  allurements   of   the  latter 

fcrciblv 
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forcibly  drew  me  into,  and  held  me  fail 
in  a  wretched  captivity  thereto,  manifefth/ 
contrary  to  my  better  judgment,  which,. 
I  fear  is  the  cafe  of  many  others. 

There  being  a  large  body  of  friends  in  the 
county  of  Weftmoreland  and  the  adjacent 
parts,  our  general  meetings  were  many  of 
them  very  largely  attended ;  and  as  it  was 
the  care  of  the  elders,  and  other  friends 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  youth, 
to  encourage  them  very  early  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  difcipline  for  their  im- 
provement in  virtue  and  fobriety;  I  at- 
tended many  of  thefe  large  meetings,  but 
too  frequently  without  reaping  any  fhare 
of  the  real  benefit  intended  by  them,  or 
receiving  any  other  impreflions  than  thofe 
of  vanity  and  airy  ambition ;  fo  that 
however  fuch  meetings  were  favoured  with 
divine  virtue  and  power,  the  diflipation 
and  abfence  of  my  foolifh  roving  mind 
rendered  it  like  the  barren  heath,  not 
profiting  by  the  fruitful  (hower,  or  chear- 
ing  beams  of  the  fun. 

And  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  this 
may  be  the  cafe  of  too  many  young  peo- 
ple, who  are  pleafed  to  go  to  thefe  large 
meetings  from  other  motives  than  thofe  of 
piety,  who,  forgetful  of  the  intent  and 
defign  of  them,  indulge  their  corrupt  in- 
clinations ia  very  unfeafonable  gaiety  and 

feftivity. 
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feftivity.  What  the  faithful  labourers  in 
the  church  endeavour  to  build  up,  thefe 
in  their  unguarded  conduft  pull  down, 
and  fometimes  bring  reproach  and'dif- 
agreeable  reflections  on  their  religious 
profeffion. 

Whereas  had  thefe  meetings  been  con- 
fiantly  beautified  with  an  uniformity  in 
the  conduct  of  profeffors,  confiftent  with 
the  divine  principle  of  Truth  and  the  doc- 
trines of  its  faithful  minifters,  they  would 
have  proved  of  much  greater  fervice.  For 
as  the  Truth  is  in  itfelf  unfpotted,  and  its- 
excellency  unchangeable,  the  glory  and 
dignity  thereof  would  have  fhined  forth 
very  amiably  and  attractively  in  the  eyes 
of  the  nations,  had  not  the  mifconduct  of 
its  profeffors  too  frequently  and  extert- 
fively  eclipfed  its  genuine  luftre;  which 
merits  the  folid  confideration  of  all,  who 
have  been  educated,  or  have  joined  in 
profeffion  with  us ;  both  when  they  attend 
iuch  meetings,  and  at  all  other  times.  * 

(1727.)  Being  arrived  at  my  fifteenth 
year,  my  mother  was  anxious  to  have" 
me  put  to  fome  bufinefs.  •  Through  her 
perfuafion:  my  father,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  travels,  ipoke  to  David  Hall  (the 
memoirs  of  whofe  life  are  extant,  and 
for  whom  my  mother  had  an  honourable 
efteem)  and  agreed  with  him  to  take  me 
R  z  as 
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as  ufher  to  his  fchool,  defiring  no  other 
terms  for  me  but  my  board,  and  fuch  in- 
ftru&ion  as  he  might  fee  I  yet  needed: 
which  gave  my  mother  great  fatisfaction.. 

She  accompanied  me  to  his  houfe  at 
Skipton  in  Yorkshire.  And  here  I  expe- 
rienced the  advantage  of  the  education 
fhe  had  given  me,  for  thereby  I  was  pre- 
pared to  fubmit  more  willingly  to  conti- 
nual employ  and  hardfhip.  And  though 
many  of  the  boys  coming  from  full  houfes 
and  plentiful  tables,  thought  their  fare 
here  mean  (as  indeed  the  price  for  both 
boarding  and  tuition,  was  but  eight  pounds 
per  annum)  yet  to  me  it  wras  in  general 
etherwife. 

There  happened  to  be  in  the  family  p. 
this  time  two  youths,  whofe  cafes  or  events 
in  life,  I  think  not  improper  to  mention 
by  way  of  caution :  but  their  names  I 
would  wifti  to  be  buried  in  oblivion,  un- 
lefs  they  may  yet  be  favoured  with  repent- 
ance to  falvation. 

The  one  was  a  lodger  in  the  houfe.  He 
was  a  valuable  pattern  and  very  helpful 
in  the  family.  I  efteemed  him  to  be  in  a 
happy  condition,  and  ftill  believe  he  was 
fo  at  that  time.  He  had  a  few  words  in 
the  miniflry  and  grew  in  his  gift;  but 
afterwards  becoming  exalted,  and  too 
load  of  applaufe,  he  fell  into  the  fnares 
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of  the  grand'  enemy,  and  brought  a  re- 
proach on  the  Truth,  and  on  the  miniftry. 
What  need  hath  he  that  ftandeth,  or 
thinketh  he  ftandeth  to  take  heed  left  he 
fall ! 

The  other  was  at  that  time  an  appren- 
tice to  David  Hall.  He  was  afterwards 
a  minifter  well  efteemed  among  many 
friends ;  but  alas !  he  alfo  fliamefully  fell. 
And  what  renders  the  cafe  of  thefe  my 
formerly  well-beloved  friends  ftill  more 
melancholy,  is,  that  though  there  is  balm 
in  Gilead,  yet  they  and  others,  whom 
the  enemy  has  thus  wounded,  and  poi- 
foned,  will  not  turn  to  the  phyfician  there, 
but  rather  endeavour  to  have  their  wounds 
deceitfully  healed. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  one,  who  had 
bafely  fallen  in  an  unguarded  hour,  boaft> 
ing  a  few  years  after,  that  he  had  been 
waftied  in  the  bottom  of  Jordan,  and  had 
brought  up  ftones  of  memorial;  and  this 
in  an  affe&ed  minifterial  way,  when  it 
appeared  not  to  be  the  cafe  to  any  but 
himfelf :  but  rather  that  the  poor  man 
was  ftill  under  the  deception  of  the  crafty 
enemy,  willing  to  deceive  himfelf,  and 
wanting  to  deceive  others,  while  he  was 
at  beft  but  very  fuperficially  waftied  from 
deep  defilements.  Judgment  had  not  had 
its  perfect    work,    though  he  was  very 

willing 
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willing  to  think  and  to  have  it  thought  br- 
others that  it  had.  And  to  evade  that 
awful  confideration,  that  the  moft  pure 
and  righteous  God  is  jealous  of  his  honour, 
and  requires  our  going  clean  through  all 
that  humiliation,  labour  and  patience, 
which  his  light  in  the  confcience  difcovers 
to  be  neceffary  for  repairing  the  diftionour 
incurred.  All  palliations  or  foftening  ex- 
cufes ;  all  arts  to  conciliate  human  com- 
paflion  and  favour,  are  but  like  fig-leaf 
coverings,  through  which  the  nakednefs 
of  tranfgreffors  is  manifeft  to  fuch  as  are 
endued  with  true  fight,  and  like  dawbing 
over  deftruftive breaches  with  untempered 

mortar. But  enough  of  this  digreffi^ 

on,  wifhing  it  may  prove  ufeful  where 
needed; 

(1728.)  When  I  had  ftayed  in  my 
fervice  at  Skipton  a  little  more  than  a~ 
year,  my  matter  gave  me  leave  to  return 
to  Kendal  to  fee  my  relations.  He  made 
me  the  bearer  alfo  of  a  letter  to  my  fa- 
ther, wherein  he  fignified,that  confidering 
my  years,  he  approved  of  my  qualificati- 
ons and  conduce,  and  offered  wages  for 
my  future  fervice.  My  mother  took  little 
notice  of  the  offer;  but  was  exceedingly 
rejoiced  at  the  other  part  of  the  letter 
as  giving  her  better  hopes  on  my  behalf 
than  fhe  hitherto  had. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  fucceeding  year,  by 
agreement  between  my  father  and  my 
mafter,  I  fpent  three  months  with  Richard 
Kennedy  writing  mafter  in  Liverpool,  to 
improve  myfelf  in  writing,  and  learn 
ibme  branches  of  the  mathematics.  One 
ieventh  day  while  here,  I  (having  always 
a  great  propenfity  to  fee  towns  and  places 
that  were  new  to  me)  went  to  fee  the  city 
of  Chefter,  and  lodged  two  nights  at  Peter 
Leadbetter's;  in  my  return  by  Eaftham 
Ferry,  which  is  five  miles  athwart  to 
Liverpool,  an  elderly  gentlewoman  hav- 
ing got  fome  play-books  in  the  boat,  I  of- 
fered to  read  for  her:  as  I  was  reading, 
fome  horfes  in  the  boat  grew  unruly, 
which  terrified  her  very  much ;  fo  that  ftie 
put  by  her  play-books,  and  would  no 
more  (while  we  were  in  the  boat) 
touch  them  herfelf,  nor  fuffer  me  to  touch 
one  of  them. 

Many  remarkable  prefervations  I  had 
in  my  younger  days:  but  the  moft  re- 
markable was  during  this  my  refidence  at 
Liverpool  which  happened  as  follows. 
One  firft  day  in  the  afternoon  I  went  with 
fome  other  boys  a  boating  in  the  dock, 
which  by  means  of  flood-gates  was  kept 
fo  full  of  water  as  to  keep  the  fhips  afloat, 
when  the  tide  was  out.  We  rowed  feve- 
ral  times  from  one  end  of  the  dock  to  the 

other. 
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other.  At  length  fome  rude  boys,  thai?' 
were  ftronger  than  we,  took  from  us  our 
oar,  or  oars,  and  this  in  all  probability 
proved  the  means  of  our  prefervation. 
For  now  we  found  ourfelves  obliged  to 
work  our  way  with  our  hands  by  the  (hips 
Xo  the  upper  end  of  the  dock.  Which* 
juft:  as  we  reached,  we  heard  a  noife  as  of 
the  loudeft  thunder:  climbing  up  from 
the  boat  unto  the  quay,  we  foon  found 
that  the  dock  gates  being  grown  old  were 
broken  down.  The  water  rufhing  out  in 
a  rapid  torrent,  bore  down  all  before  it, 
overfetting  and  greatly  damaging  feveral 
veffels  that  lay  near  them..  The  frightful 
nearnefs  of  fuch  a  danger,  and  narrow 
efcape  from  it  fo  affe&ed  my  mind,  as  to 
invade  my  fleep  that  night,  and  repeat  it- 
felf  again  to  my  imagination  with  aggra- 
vations of.  horror. 

At  the  expiration  of  my  three  months 
here,  I  went  to  Kendal  yearly  meeting, 
where  my  father,  being  juft  arrived  from 
a  journey,  in  which  he  had  made  his  way 
through  Skipton,  informed  me  that  he 
bad  agreed  with  David  Hall  to  bind  me 
to  him  for  four  years  longer;  this  was  no 
agreeable  intelligence  to  me,  for  although 
I  honoured  my  worthy  mafter,  yet  every- 
thing elfe  was  not  as  I  could  wifli  it.  I 
thought  I  could  forefee  much  hardship  to 

be 
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be  unavoidably  my  lot:  yet  as  my  father 
had  fo  agreed,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
comply.     I  endeavoured  to   put  a  good 
heart  and  face  upon   it,  and  fo  entered 
upon  my  part.     During  thefe  four  years 
my    mailer    was    frequently    abroad    at 
meetings.      He    did    not  often  mifs  the 
quarterly  meetings  at  York,  and  fome- 
times    attended    the    yearly    meeting  at 
London,  and  then  the  care  of  the  Icho- 
lars  in  and  out   of  fchool  lay  heavy  on 
me. 

Both    before   my  coming  to  Skipton9 
and  while  I  was  there,  I  often  had  frcfli 
defires  kindled  in  my  heart  after  redemp- 
tion, I  was  (hewn  clearly  the  neceflity  of 
it,  and  the  danger  of  delays  in    a  mat- 
ter  of  fuch   confequence;  fo  that  I  left 
oft  playing  for  a  time,  thinking  it  great 
infatuation  to  fquander  my  precious  hours 
in  play,  when  in  danger  of  my  life,  and 
that  too  for  ever.     But  the  moil  particu- 
lar reach  I  had,   was  at  a  meeting  in  our 
fchool-houfe  under  the  baptizing  miniflry 
of  John  Fothergill,  whereby  I  was  awaken- 
ed to  vigilance  for  a  feafon,  rifing  early, 
and  carefully  attending  to  every  itep  in 
my  bufmefs,  and  the  duties  of  my  ftation. 
But  foon,  too  foon,  the  fervour  of  this 
facred  flame  abated,  and  I  gradually  fell 
back,  and  became  juft  what  I  w:as  before: 
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yet  I  did  not  forget  or  wholly  lofe  the 
fenfe  of  this  day  of  my  vifitation ;  but  often 
privately  lamented  my  revolt,  and  I  con- 
tinued Hill  to  maintain  a  good  character 
amongft  friends. 

I  do  not  remember  much  more  than 
what  I  have  already  intimated  in  general 
of  thefe  four  years,  fave  that  one  time, 
when  my  m after  was  abroad,  I  thought 
myfelf  hardly  and  unreafonably  ufed,  and 
thereupon  conceived  a  defign  to  run  away 
by  night  (it  being  moon-light:)  but  that 
kind  Providence  whofe  fatherly  care  was 
over  me,  when  I  was  too  little  careful  for 
my  own  well-doing,  with-held  me.  For 
when  the  time  propofed  for  putting  my 
defign  in  execution  arrived, the  pernicious 
confequences  of  fuch  a  procedure,  were  fo 
clearly  manifefted  to  my  mind,  that  I 
was  difcouraged  from  the  attempt ;  and 
therefore  concluded  patiently  to  endure 
what  might  be  permitted  to  befal  me,  till 
the  termination  of  the  time  contra&ed  for, 
might  bring  me  my  releafe  in  a  reputable 
and  confeientious  way. 

Near  the  expiration  of  my  time  I  writ 
to  fome  of  my  friends,  acquainting  them, 
that  I  intended  to  try  fome  new  place, 
and  received  a  letter  from  my  good  friend 
John  Wilfon  of  Kendal,  fignifying  that 
Alexander  Arfcott  of  Briftol  wanted  an 
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ufher,  and  offered  twenty  pounds  per  amu 
Which  offer  I  readily  embraced. 

(1733.)  So  leaving  Skipton,  and  the 
yearly  meeting  at  Kendal  approaching,  I 
went  thither,  ftaifl  a  few  days  with  my 
mother,  and  then  fet  forward  for  Briftol. 
In  my  way  at  Wolverhampton,  (landing 
at  the  door  of  the  inn  where  I  alighted, 
I  faw  a  crowd  of  people  palling  by,  and 
heard  it  was  a  Quaker's  funeral;  where- 
upon I  went  to  it,  and  our  friend  Jolhua 
Toft  (whom  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
feen  before)  attended  it,  and  was  raifed 
up  in  a  large  and  living  teftimony,  where- 
by I  wras  afrelh  reached,  and  confiderably 
tendered,  and  thence  proceeded  on  my 
way,  under  revived  impreffions  of  good 
upon  my  mind,  to  Worcefter;  there  I  met 
with  William  Beefly  going  to  Briftol  year- 
ly meeting,  with  whom  I  went  in  compa- 
ny to  Gloucefter,  but  my  horfe  being 
tired  I  was  forced  to  leave  him  behind, 
and  walk  the  greateft  part  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  way  in  rny  boots.  In  a  few- 
weeks  after,  that  worthy  miriifter  and 
elder  John  Richardfon  of  Yorkfhire  land- 
ed, in  company  with  Robert  Jordan  from 
Pennfylvania,  who  bought  my  horfe  for 
the  fame  price  it  cod  me. 

My  good  mafter  Alexander  Arfcott  was 

like  a  kind  and  tender  father  to  me,     He 
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was  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  parfon  of  South- 
molton  in  Devonfhire,  and  himfelf  edu- 
cated at  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  with 
intention  to  fit  him  for  the  fame  func- 
tion. But  when  he  was  juft  ripe  for 
preferment,  and  might  have  had  a  fair 
profpeft  that  way,  his  father  being  well 
beloved  and  refpe£ted  among  the  great 
men  in  that  country;  he  turned  his  back 
on  all  profpe&s  of  this  kind,  being  con- 
vinced of  the  bleffed  truth.  This  was  a 
great  mortification  to  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, who  would  both  fit  weeping  by  him 
in  the  bitternefs  of  their  hearts,  as  I  have 
heard  him  relate.  This,  he  added  pierced 
him  deeply,  as  he  fincerely  defired  to  be 
a  dutiful  fon  to  tender  and  indulgent 
parents.  A  cloud  came  over  his  under- 
standing, and  the  enemy  in  his  own  breaft 
fuggefted  that  he  was  acting  quite  wrong. 
But  as  he  humbled  himfelf  before  the 
Moft  High,  imploring  his  direction,  he 
received  a  frefh  fight  that  he  muft  forfake 
father  and  mother  for  Chrift,  and  be 
faithful  to  the  manifeftation  of  his  will, 
through  all  events.  His  parents  became 
afterwards  better  reconciled  to  his  change, 
when  he  was  fettled  in  good  bufinefs  in 
Briitol,  where  he  kept  fchool  for  the  chil- 
dren of  friends  and  others,  from  that  time 
till   his   deceafe,  being  about  thirty-five 
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years,  and  proved  helpful  to  the  reft  of 
his  father's  family,  in  procuring  them  by 
his  intereft,  places  for  getting  a  livelihood. 
"  I  came  up  to  Briftol  quite  plain  in  my 
garb  (as  David  Hall  would  not  fuffer  any 
other  in  his  family)  and  it  being  the  time 
of  the  yearly  meeting,  at  a  friend's  houfe 
I  fell  in  company  with  fome  well-minded 
friends,  one  or  more  of  whom  obferved 
to  me,  that  fundry  young  people  had 
come  up  the  fame  way  from  the  north 
of  England  to  the  fouthern  parts,  parti- 
cularly to  London  and  Briftol ;  yet  after 
being  there  a  while  they  ran  into  the 
fafhions  of  thofe  places,  till  they  even  out- 
ftripped  the  native  inhabitants. 

Now  I  had  not  only  been  educated  in 
plainnefs  ;  but  had  been  inwardly  con- 
vinced  of  the  foundation  on  which  it 
flood;  wherefore  upon  hearing  this  ac- 
count of  the  ridiculous  folly  and  inftabi- 
lity  of  my  country  folks,  I  was  forry  that 
they  gave  occafion  of  fuch  remarks  to 
their  difhonour,  and  took  up  a  refolutioji 
to  continue  fteady  in  my  old  plain  way* 
And  I  do  not  know  that  I  fuffered  any  ex- 
ternal difadvantage  by  it:  and  if  1  had, 
the  caufe  of  truth  is  worth  fuffering  for, 
and  the  Almighty  rewards  patient  fullering 
in  a  good  caufe.  But  I  found  that  good 
friends  leemed  to  love  me  the  more  on  this 
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account;  and  even  others,  who  were  con- 
fcious  of  their  degeneracy  feemed  to  re- 
fpeft  me,  as  apprehending  me  to  be 
better  than  themfelves:  And  I  had  mod 
peace  of  mind  in  continuing  in  my  wont- 
ed plainnefs,  though  I  was  like  a  ipeckled 
bircK  there  being  even  then  very  few  plain- 
drefl:  young  people  or  others  in  the  meet- 
ing of  Briftol.  But  I  have  cbferved  that 
deviating  from  this  path  of  plainnefs, 
which  Truth  leads  into,  and  making  ex- 
curfions  in  drefs,  opens  the  way  to  inti- 
mate connexion  with  young  people  out  of 
our  fociety,  or  libertines  in  it;  and  fo 
leads  further  and  further  from  a  due  fub- 
jeftion  to  Chrift's  kingdom  and  govern- 
ment, often  making  them  forget  and  lofe 
the  good  which  they  have  formerly  pof- 
feffed,  and  confequently  draws  them 
along  into  the  utmoit  danger.  Whereas 
adhering  to  the  truth  and  its  plain  path, 
opens  the  way  for  fafer  and  more  profita-. 
ble  and  edifying  connexions  as  I  often 
found  here,  to  my  folid  inward  fatisfadtion, 
which  I  hope  I  ihall  never  forget. 

Being  now  removed  far  from  all  my 
connexions,  my  parents,  relations  and  the 
place  of  my  nativity;  and  being  here  as 
a  ftranger  in  a  ftrange  land,  having  at  firfi 
little  or  no  acquaintance  in  my  new  refi- 
dence ;    in    this   my  foiitary  fituation  it 

pleafed 


JAMES    GOUGH.         21 

pleafed  divine  Goodnefs  to  take  notice 
of  me,  and  to  favour  me  afrefh  with  a 
merciful  and  reaching  vifitation  of  his 
love  to  my  foul,  and  more  clearly  to  re- 
veal his  Son  in  me,  whereby  I  was  giveit 
plainly  to  fee,  that  my  fafety  here  and 
happinefs  hereafter,  depended  upon  my 
yielding  faithful  obedience  to  his  requirings 
by  his  light  in  my  heart,  and  that  his  re- 
quirings would  be  only  what  tended  ta 
my  real  good,  and  lading  welfare. 

This  was  a  day  of  my  foul's  efpoufal 
to  Chrift  Jefus.  I  was  overcome  with  his 
love,  and  with  admiration  of  his  conde- 
fcending  goodnefs  to  fuc.h  an  unworthy 
creature;  it  being  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
power,  I  was  ready  and  willing  to  do  any 
thing  that  I  faw  I  fhouldor  ought  to  do. 

Having  a  flrong  inclination  to  poetrv, 
I  had  fometimes  at  Skipton  indulged  my 
fancy  therein.  But  now  when  the  Lord's 
power  took  hold  of  me,  I  facrificed  all 
my  idols  and  burned  all  my  colle&ion 
of  poems,  even  though  fome  of  them 
were  on  what  would  be  called  good  fub- 
jecls ;  yet  they  had  too  much  attracted 
my  mind,  and  engroffed  my  thoughts.  I 
was  made  fenfible  that  thefe  poems  w^e 
not  my  proper  bufmefs,  yet  they  took  the 
place  of  what  was  really  fo,  and  there- 
fore I  gave  them  up.  For  1  now  faw  that 
S  2  I  mull 
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I  muft  fhut  out  and  leave  behind  me  what 
others  generally  crave  and  purfue,  viz. 
The  vain  defires  and  delights,  which  lead 
away  the  mind  from  that  great  Being,  who 
wooes  us  to  true  happinefs. 

And  indeed  my  whole  delight  was  in 
the  company  of  Chrift  my  dear  Lord 
and  mailer.  I  was  directed  by  him  to  do 
all  things  well,  and  bear  all  things  with 
xneeknefs.  And  as  I  on  my  part  carefully 
regarded  and  pra&ifed  his  directions,  my 
foul  enjoyed  the  fweet  fenfe  of  his  appro- 
bation. And  I  preferred  it  before  all  the 
world,  which  I  faw  to  be  of  little  value 
compared  with  the  favour  of  its  Almighty 
Creator.  To  pleafe  him  I  thought  well 
worth  all  the  toil  and  fuffering  of  the 
day;  and  the  defire  of  doing  it,  whetted 
my  induftry  and  ftrengthened  my  pati- 
ence. Thus  I  enjoyed  a  good  time,  and 
was  often  overcome  with  the  love  and 
kindnels  of  my  dear  Redeemer. 

For  in  him  I  had  now  a  father,  a  guar- 
dian, and  a  friend,  and  an  excellent  one 
indeed,  who  embraced  me  with  the  moft 
engaging  affection,  when  I  applied  myfelf 
to  do  every  thing  rightly.  All  friends  and 
relations,  with  all  kinds  of  enjoyments 
feemed  to  center  in  him  alone,  for  he 
alone  amply  fupplied  all,  and  having  him 
was  having  every  thing  that  was  good.    In 

his 
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his  prefence  there  could  be  no  want.  It 
was  then  no  hard  matter  for  me  to  deny 
every  natural  and  corrupt  defire,  as  for 
his  fake  ;  and  to  renounce  the  objects 
which  had  formerly  pleafed  me  too  well, 
and  which  I  had  been  foolifhly  fond  of: 
and  yet  for  the  rejection  of  thefe  things, 
which  had  dor\e  me  no  good,  but  harm, 
I  ever  found  him  a  rich  rewarder. 

In  his  prefence  I  could  envy  no,  man, 
however  rich,  eminent  or  feemingly  hap- 
py; but  I  loved  all  men  as  his  workman- 
fhip,  and  wifhed  that  all  would  come  to 
him,  and  in  and  with  him  be  truly  happy 
for  ever. 

Then  bidding  farewel  to  the  world 
dhd  its  vanities,  whofe  beauty  and  alluring 
luftre  were  tarnifhed  and  eclipfed  in  my 
eyes,  through  thefuperiorbrightnefs  of  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  fhining  in  my  heart, 
]  loved  folitude  that  I  might  feek  him, 
who  was  now  become  the  life  of  my  life, 
and  wait  for  his  frefh  appearing  to  me, 
who  brought  with  him  not  only  light  to 
fhew  me  my  blemifhes  and  defects,  but 
animating  fortitude,  fervent  defire,  and 
divine  help  to  withftand  and  furmount 
corrupt  habits  and  propenfities,  and  vigi- 
lantly in  the  fecret  of  the  foul  to  guard 
againft  the  firft  rifing  of  any  imagination, 
or    inclination,    that  was  not  confident 

with 
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with  the  pure  holy  difcoveries  of  his  bleff- 
ed  fpirit.  Thus  with  the  royal  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  xvi.  ii.  "  In  his  prefence  I  found 
fulnefs  of  joy."  My  mind  was  moulded 
into  a  divine  frame,  a  new  creation  of 
pure  love  to  God  and  to  men,  wherein 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  a  fweet 
harmony,  feemed  to  (hew  forth  the  power, 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  one  good 
Father  and  preferver  of  the  whole.  I  re- 
joiced that  I  had  lived  to  fee  fuch  a  day, 
wherein  I  had  a  fare  evidence  in  my  own 
bofom  of  being  tranfiated  to  a  better 
world,  to  live  for  ever  united  to  him  and 
his,  if  I  fliould  then  be  fnatched  from  this. 
Happy  had  it  been  for  me,  had  I  ftill 
thus  continued  fteady  in  my  progrefs  to- 
wards perfection,  through  following  his 
guidance  towards  it:  but  being  in  a  great 
city,  I  fometimes  looked  out,  and  there- 
by again  catched  fenfual  defires,  which 
demajided  to  be  gratified,  and  were  too 
often  obeyed, when  in  my  power,  by  which 
I  again  did  harm  to  myfelf,  and  gave 
away  my  inward  ftrength  and  fortitude 
for  walking  faithfully,  as  Sampfon  gave 
away  his  to  Delilah  j  yet  I  ftill  bore  a 
good  character,  and  many  looked  upon 
me  as  a  young  man  of  fteady  conduct; 
but  by  a  painful  feeling  of  my  own  in- 
ftabilky  I  knew  myfelf  better. 

A  good 
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A  good  condition  is  eafily  loft,  for  want 
of  duly  obferving  our  blefled  Lord's  direc- 
tion to  watch  and  pray,  left  we  enter  into 
temptation. — While  I  obferved  it,  I  daily 
and  hourly  found  the  benefit  of  it,  in  my 
rifing  up  and  laying  down,  and  on  my  bed 
in  the  night  feafon,  having  my  heart  and 
affe&ions  wholly  fet  on  Chrift,  and  the 
great  end  of  his  having  given  me  exift- 
ence,  blefling  his  name  for  fo  revealing 
his  goodnefs  to  me,  renewing  covenant 
with  him,  and  watching  againft  every 
thought  that  had  a  tendency  to  carry  off 
my  mind,  and  feparate  it  from  him. 

I  rofe  early,  implored  him  to  direct 
me  how  to  fpend  every  part  of  the  day, 
moft  to  the  honour  of  his  name;  and  to 
aid  me  to  exert  myfelf  in  the  full  dif- 
charge  of  my  duty  every  way,  and  oh! 
many  times  in  the  day,  great  peace  and 
folid  fatisfadion  flowed  in  my  foul  for  at- 
tending to  and  following  his  internal  di- 
rections.— Every  thing  went  well  and  in 
proper  order,  through  this  conftant  care 
to  walk  exemplarily,  and  aft  faithfully  in 
the  duties  of  my  place  and  ftation  in  life. 
And  many  times  in  the  evening  of  a  well- 
fpent  day,  my  foul  overflowed  with  the 
fweet  earnefts  of  the  heavenly  and  ever- 
lafting  reward,  referved  for  perfeverance 
in  well-doing. 

Some- 
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Sometimes  to  every  body  that  I  faw,  I 
felt  great  love  to  rife  in  my  heart,  and  a 
tender  well-wifhing  defire  for  them,  that 
their  fouls  might  partake  with  mine  of 
the  hidden  treafures  of  the  unutterable 
love  of  Chrift,  and  the  joy  of  his  falva- 
tion. 

May  I  never  forget  the  day  of  this  his 
mod  engaging  kindnefs,  and  of  my  efpou- 
fals  to  him.  I  may  fay  truth  is  truth,  un- 
changeably excellent,  holy,  pure  and  per- 
fectly good.  It  leads  to  every  thing  that 
is  beft,  and  upholds  in  it,  and  rewards 
for  every  aft  and  inftance  of  felf-denial 
in  obedience  to  its  dictates.  Ever  worthy 
to  be  admired,  adored,  reverenced,  loved 
and  ferved  by  all  the  nations  in  the  world, 
as  that  which  alone  would  make  all  happy 
in  true  love,  and  preferve  all  in  pure  and 
fpotlefs  order  every  where.  So  would 
earth  refemble  heaven,  and  its  inhabitants 
be  linked  in  a  holy,  bleffed  fociety  with 
Chrift,  with  angels  and  the  fpirits  of  the 
jufl  made  perfect,  in  enjoying  together 
the  brightnefs  of  his  prefence,  in  whofe 
prefence  is  joy  and  at  whofe  right  hand 
are  rivers  of  pleafure  for  evermore.  For 
this  our  Lord  prayed  to  his  father  on 
behalf  of  his  difciples;  "  fan&ify  them 
cc  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth. " 

I  con- 
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I  continued  in  Briilol  upwards  of  four* 
years,  living  with  my  worthy  mafter,  for 
whom  I  had  a  great  and  deferved  efteem, 
as  affiftant  or  ufher  in  his  fchool  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  happened  the 
latter  end  of  my  fourth  year  there,  he  be- 
ing feized  with  a  diabetes,  which  gradually 
weakened  him,  till  atlaft  in  a  fweet  frame 
of  mind  he  departed  this  life,  generally 
regretted  by  friends  and  others,  having 
been  a  man  remarkably  ferviceable,  not 
only  as  a  member  of  religious,  but  alfo 
of  civil  fociety.  His  character  for  inte- 
grity being  fo  univerfal,  that  he  was  very 
much  employed  in  determining  differ- 
ences between  his  fellow  citizens  either  as 
arbitrator  or  umpire.  So  that  to  the  bleff- 
ing  of  the  peace-maker  he  might  feem  to 
have  a  title  above  mod.  His  funeral 
from  the  Friars  Meeting-houfe  was  attend- 
ed by  a  very  great  number  of  friends  and 
others.  Four  friends  appeared  publicly 
to  a  very  crowded  audience,  viz.  James 
Tylee,  Daniel  Badger,  Ifaac  Sharplefs  and 
Thomas  Gawthrop.  The  next  day  the 
men's  meeting  elefted  Jonathan  Nelfon 
fchoolmafter  of  Reading  to  fucceed  him, 
and  defired  me  to  keep  up  the  fchool  till 
it  might  be  convenient  for  faid  Jonathan 
to  come,  which  I  did,  and  at  his  coming 
refigned  it  to  him, 

0737-) 
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(1737.)  Being  informed  that  friends 
at  Cork  in  Ireland  wanted  a  fchool- 
mafter,  I  agreed  to  go  thither  to  ferve 
them  in  that  capacity ;  fo  calling  to  fee 
and  take  leave  of  my  brother,  who  lived 
with  Thomas  Bennet  at  Pickwick  in  Wilt- 
fhire  in  the  flation  of  ulher  to  his  fchool, 
1  went  from  thence  to  Gloucefler  and  was 
at  the  two  meetings  there  on  firft  day, 
which  were  poor  fmall  meetings.  On  le- 
cond  day  I  rid  to  Worcefter,  and  flayed 
there  at  my  kind  friend  William  Beefley's 
over  third  day.  The  week-day  meeting 
there,  was  to  me  a  tendering  feafon  both  in 
filence,  and  under  the  lively  miniftry  of 
old  John  Corbyn;  towards  the  week's  end 
I  reached  Kendal,  where  I  flayed  two  or 
three  weeks ;  during  which  flay,  my  father 
took  a  fever  and  died.  A  day  or  two 
after  his  funeral,  I  left  Kendal  and  return- 
ed to  Briftol,  from  whence,  after  waiting 
fometime  for  a  wind,  I  took  fhipping  for 
Cork,  in  company  with  doctor  Rutty  of 
Dublin,  who  had  been  at  the  yearly  meet- 
ing in  London,  and  amongfl  his  relations 
in  Wiltfhire  and  was  alio  waiting  for  a 
paffage  to  Cork. 

I  was  affected  with  an  awful  impreffion 
on  my  firfl  embarking;  it  put  me  on  con- 
fidering  on  what  foundation  I  ventured 
my  life  upon  the  water.     On  that  head 

I  was 
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1  was  foon  favoured  with  inward  fatisfao 
tion,  and  refignation  to  divine  Provi- 
dence. 

The  wind  being  unfavourable  we  had 
a  very  tedious  pafiage,  being  ten  days  on 
the  water  from  Pill  to  the  Cove  of  Cork. 
It  was  late  at  night  when  we  landed  at 
Gove,  and  next  morning  went  up  in  a 
boat  to  Cork,  where  I  lodged  about  two 
weeks  at  Jonas  Devonflier's,  (a  friend  of  a 
large  eftate)  his  two  fons  being  under  my 
tuition,  and  afterwards  boarded  in  a 
friend's  family  till  I  married. 

The  meetings  of  friends  in  Ireland,  and 
particularly  in  the  province  of  Munfter, 
not  lying  lb  contiguous  as  in  many  parts 
ef  England,  could  not  fo  conveniently  be 
joined  feveral  together,  to  conftitute 
monthly  or  men's  meetings  of  discipline 
for  tranfafting  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
but  in  thefe  parts  particularly,  each  par- 
ticular  meeting  was  a  men's  meeting  in 
itfelf,  and  fome  of  the  meetings  both 
hereaway  and  in  other  parts,  being  great- 
ly reduced  in  number,  it  became  the  con- 
cern of  friends  in  Ireland  to  recommend, 
to  the  larger  meetings  neareft  to  them, 
the  care  of  vifiting  thefe  little  meetings  fre- 
quently, to  infpect  their  ftate,  and  help 
them  by  advice  and  counfel  as  occafion 
might  require.  Two  of  thefe  meetings, 
T  viz, 
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viz.  thofe  of  Bandon  and  Youg'hal  were 
under  the  care  of  Cork  men's  meeting, 
which  was  regular  and  conftant  in  ap- 
pointing vifits  to  them  at  the  ftated  times. 

I  being  now  become  a  member  of  Cork 
men's  meeting,  (being  recommended  by 
certificate  from  Briftol)  it  fell  to  my 
lot  in  company  with  other  friends  to  go 
upon  a  vifn  to  the  meeting  of  Youghal: 
here  feeing  Mary-  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Martha  Dobbs  of  faid  town,  a  plain 
and  orderly  young  woman,  I  found  my 
affections  clofely  engaged  towards  her, 
and  having  propofed  to  her  parents  my 
defire  to  addrefs  her  in  order  to  marriage, 
and  obtained  their  confent,  after  fome 
time  we  were  married  there  according  to 
the  good  order  ufed  in  our  fQCiety. 

The  faid  John  Dobbs  her  father  being 
convinced  of  the  truth,  while  he  was  a 
ftudent  at  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  was 
for  his  fidelity  to  conviction  difinherited 
by  his  father  Richard  Dobbs  of  Caftle- 
Dobbs  near  Carrickfergus  Efq ;  of  an  ef- 
tate  worth  feveral  hundreds  per  ann.  be- 
ing his  eldeft  fon. 

His  father  left  it  to  a  younger  fon,  who 
was  to  pay  my  father-in-law  ten  pounds 
per  ann,  out  of  it,  which  during  the  life- 
time of  that  fon  was  but  indifferently 
paid,    and  by  his  prodigality  the  eftate 

was 
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Was  involved.  But  his  ion  Arthur  Dobbs, 
late  governor  of  North  Carolina,  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  inheritance  thereof,  voluntarily 
doubled  the  faid  annual  fum,  and  paid  it 
punctually*  My  father-in-law  having  ftu- 
died  phyfic  at  the  college,  pra&ifed  it 
with  good  faccefs,  and  great  Ghriftian 
charity  to  the  poor,  fo  as  to  fave  little 
from  his  income  that  way, 

He  had  been  the  favourite  of  the  fami- 
ly, but  upon  his  joining  in  fociety  with 
friends,  and  giving  up  his  whole  heart  to 
follow  the  dilcoveries  of  the  light  oi 
Chrift  in  his  own  conscience,  he  was  treat- 
ed by  his  father  with  the  utmoft  feverity 
as  a  rebel,  and  then  caft  out  as  an  alien* 
So  that  he  might  well  be  faid  to  have  for- 
faken  for  Chriit's  fake,  father  and  brethren > 
and  fitters,  and  houfes,  and  lands;  and 
like  faithful  Abraham  to  have  offered  up 
to  the  Lord  whatever  was  deareft  to  him 
in  this  world,  and  to  have  trufted  in  God, 
which  was  doubtlefs  counted  to  him  for 
righteoufnefs. 

Being  beloved  by  friends,  he  was  urged 
by  fome  to  have  recourfe  to  the  law  for 
the  recovery  of  the  family  eftate  as  his 
birthright,  which  he  had  done  nothing  to 
forfeit,  and  affiftance  offered  him  for  do- 
ing it.  Whereupon  he  was  prevailed 
with  at  length  to  make  a  beginning  j  but 

not 
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cot  having  that  inward  peace  with  OhtHt 
which  he  preferred  before  all  the  world, 
in  the  firft  ftep  of  contention,  he  put  a, 
flop  to  all  further  proceedings,  and  rather 
chofe  to  confide  in  God  without  it. 

For  a  more  particular  account  of  him, 
fee  the  collection  of  friends'  fufferings  in 
folio,  vol.  2,  and  doctor  Rutty's  Hiftory 
of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Truth  in  Ire- 
land. Of  him  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
he  made  a  joyful  and  happy  exit,  in  an 
exceeding  thankful  and  triumphant  ftate, 
out  of  this  w:orld,  with  a  full  afifuranee 
of  going  to  live  for  ever  in  abetter.  He 
died  about  feven  or  eight  months  after 
our  marriage. 

His  wife  Martha  Dobbs  was  convinced 
of  truth  before  their  marriage,  by  the  dy- 
ing exprefTions  of  a  handmaid  of  the 
Lord,  viz.  Deborah  Sandham.  She  had 
a  few  words  of  public  teftimony  in  meet- 
ings, furvived  her  hufband  fome  years, 
and  died  in  a  good  old  age,  having  been 
a  heavenly-minded  woman. 

Previous  to  my  marriage,  afmall  lot  of 
ground  offering  for  building  on,  which 
was  very  convenient  to  my  fchool;  and 
the  carpenter  reckoning  he  couid  run  up 
a  neat  fmali  houfe  for  a  fum  I  could  then 
fpare,  (having  in  my  employment  in 
Briftol  and  here  faved  fo  much)  I  adven- 
tured* 
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tured  in  conjunction  with  a  friend,  to  take 
the  ground  and  build  upon  it,  and  the 
houfe  was  finifhed  a  few  weeks  after  our 
marriage ;  but  the  cod  of  it  came  to  dou- 
ble the  furn  the  carpenter  had  propofed  it 
might  be  built  for.  This  and  fome  other 
things  filled  me  with  gloomy  apprehenfi- 
ons,  and  I  became  very  dull  and  dejected 
in  my  mind  in  coniideration  of  my  cir- 
cumftances,  finding  I  had  gone  too  far, 
and  owed  what  1  was  not  able  to  pay, 
However,  as  my  intentions  were  honeft, 
and  my  anxiety  great  that  I  might  not  by 
any  mifconduct  blemifh  the  truth,  which 
I  had  been  inftruded  fo  highly  to  prize, 
by  exerted  endeavours,  with  induftry  and 
frugality,  and  through  divine  affiftance, 
in  fome  time  I  got  over  this  difficul] 
and  paid  every  farthing* 

It  may  perhaps  appear  to  fome,  that 
the  recording  of  fuch  tranfaftions,  is  of 
little  importance  or  edification  to  uninte- 
refted  readers ;  but  it  hath  not  appeared 
fo  to  me.  The  account  of  thefe  difficul- 
ties which  for  want  of  due  care  and  fore- 
fight,  and  a  conftant,  fteady  and  deep  at- 
tention to  the  unerring  guide,  we  fall  into, 
tho&gh  more  humiliating,  may  perhaps 
be  no  lefs  ufeful  for  caution,  than  thofe 
experiences,  which  we  can  review  with 
more  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion,  are  for  encou- 
X  2-  jagemc 
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ragement  and  imitation.  Truth  hath  ever 
led  to  integrity,  punctuallity  and  upright 
dealing  in  our  outward  affairs,  and  to 
limit  ourfelves  to  few  exigencies,  and  an 
humble  condition  in  life,  rather  than  in- 
vade or  rifque  the  properties  of  other  men. 
"We  cannot  all  get  a  deal  of  the  treafures  of 
this  world  (nor  is  a  deal  neceflary  to  our 
well  being.  "  A  man's  life  confifteth  not 
"  iathe  abundance  of  the  things  he  poffeff- 
"  eth")  but  we  may  all  live  on  a  little,  if 
our  minds  be  kept  humble,  and  the  fen- 
fual  appetites  be  fubjecled  to  the  crofs  of 
Chrift.  Now  my  view  in  relating  how  I 
was(undeilgneaiy  indeed)  involved  in  em- 
barraffed  circumftances,  is  for  a  caution  to 
unexperienced  young  perfons,  to  be  very 
confiderate  and  careful  in  their  expences, 
that  they  be  neither  lavifhed  on  things 
needlefs  or  fuperfluous,  nor  in  things 
otherwife  convenient  and  lawful,  in  a 
meafure  difproportionate  to  their  ability 
to  fupport  clearly  out  of  their  own,  with 
honour,  reputation  and  a  good  conscience;, 
(for  in  this  circumllance  things  lawful  in 
themfelves  are  not  lawful  or  expedient  for 
them)  that  fo  the  profefiion  of  truth  may 
not  fuffer  reproach  by  their  mifcarriage, 
as  it  hath  done  by  that  of  too  many 
others,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  honeit 
and  right-minded  of  our  religious  fociety* 

Further 
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Furthermore,  the  narrative  of  thefe 
difficulties  and  anxieties,  that  attended 
my  firft  fetting  out  in  the  married  (late, 
feems  to  me  to  convey  this  inftru&ive  in- 
telligence to  ail  iingle  young  perfons,  who 
have  not  good  patrimonies,  or  are  not 
yet  well  fettled  in  fome  bufinefs,  proper 
to  maintain  a  family,  that  if  they  would 
do  well  in  the  world,  they  fliould  not  be 
hafty  in  this  weighty  affair  j  but  confider 
wifely  before  they  proceed  toward  it. 
While  fingle  they  have  only  themfelves  to- 
care  for,  and  if  they  keep  their  hearts 
(laid  upon  the  Lord  (which  is  far  eafier 
for  them  to  do,  than  when  weighed  down< 
under  a  load  of  care  and  encumbrances) 
and  come  up  faithfully  in  the  way  of 
their  duty,  they  will  be  happy.  And  by 
all  means  let  them ,  beware  of  entering 
into  this  moft  interefting  engagement, 
which  is  for  life,  on  which  the  happinefs 
or  unhappinefs  of  this  life  very  principally 
depends,  and  by  which  that  of  the  next 
may  be  very  materially  promoted  or  re- 
tarded, till  they  fee  that  in  the  due  feafon 
the  Lord  opens  their  way,  and  conducts 
them  in  it.  Then  the  marriage  will 
be  honourable,  the  married  will  be  like 
minded,  Handing  in  the  counfel  of  bed 
wifdom,  will  be  truly  helpmeets  to  each 
other  both  in  their  temporal  and  fpiritual 

concerns  s 


36  The   LIFE   of 

concerns ;  joining  together  with  united 
and  prepared  hearts  in  religious  and  fa- 
mily duties,  and  ftrengthening  each  others 
hands  for  every  good  word  and  work; 
minding  the  in-ipeaking  word,  more  than 
the  attention  or  opinions,  the  approba- 
tion or  cenfures  of  the  world.  Such  if 
they  have  but  little  of  earthly  treafure 
are  happily  married.  But  on  any  other 
terms,  whether  married  or  unmarried, 
people  are  not  in  a  good  way.  And  it 
is  infinitely  better  to  be  married  to  Chrift, 
than  to  be  married  ever  fo  grandly  in  the 
world  out  of  the  divine  CQunfel  and  cove-^ 
riant. 

As  I  had  a  religious  deffre  in  my  choice^ 
and  that  I  might  be  rightly  directed  there- 
in, I  had  reafon  on  the  whole  (notwith* 
ftanding  thefe  outward  difcouragements 
aforementioned)  to  hope  that  I  was  fo. 
For  my  wife  was  the  child  of  good  pa- 
rents, from  w7hom  (he  had  received  a  re* 
ligious  education,  of  orderly  converfation, 
innocent  and  well  inclined,  and  we  were 
in  a  good  degree  favoured  together  of  the 
Lord,  fhe  being  free  to  give  me  up  to 
every  fervice  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  en- 
gage in.  Upon  my  firft  vifu  to  her^ 
the  fenfe  of  truth  and  the  folid  edifying 
converfation  of  her  worthy  parents  deep- 
ly fixed  the  belt  impreffions  on  my  fpirit* 
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ro  that  in  my  return  home  to  Cork 
(twenty  computed  miles)  my  thankful 
heart  was  like  a  cup  filled,  the  tears  of 
divine  joy  overflowed,  and  ran  down  my 
cheeks  the  greateft  part  of  the  way. — 
In  this  thankful  frame  I  reached  Cork, 
and  my  friends  there,  who  generally  had 
a  love  for  me,  were  pleafed  to  fee  me, 
and  to  hear  fuch  account  as  I  had  to  give. 
But  then  this  good  went  off,  and  the  in- 
ftability  of  nature  fucceeded  in  a  great 
degree,  though  ftill  mixed,  with  a  reve- 
rent view  to  the  better  part. 

(1739.)  About  four  months  after  our 
marriage,  being  at  a  meeting  at  Youghal, 
my  heart  was  bowed  in  reverent  fear,  and 
filled  with  the  fweet  influence  of  God's 
univerfal  love,  it  then  appeared  to  be  my 
duty,  in  the  clearnefs  of  that  light  and 
ftrength  of  that  love,  to  call  to,  and  in- 
vite thofe  prefent  to  come  to  Chrift,  and 
yield  grateful  obedience  to  his  laws.  I 
had  been  for  feveral  years  before,  fully 
perfuaded  that  this  would  be  required  of 
me  as  a  duty,  and  had  defired  never  to 
dare  to  venture  upon  it  till  it  fhould  be 
fo  required. 

Upon  this-duty  being  clearly  prefented 
to  me  in  this  meeting,  difcouragements 
-and  obftacles  poured  into  my  mind  in 
abundance,  fuch  as  that  if  I  fhould  de- 
liver 
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liver  the  words  irnpreft,  I  fhould  then  be 
expofed  to  much  fpeculation,  and  become 
the  immediate  fubjeft:  of  converfation 
among  fuch  as  love  to  catch  and  propa- 
gate matter  of  amufement;  that  perhaps 
the  like  duty  might  never  be  required  of 
me  again,  and  in  that  cafe  I  fhould  be 
likely  to  be  remarked,  and  talked  of  for 
many  years,  as  one  who  had  begun  and 
not  gone  on.  Inftances  occurred  of  fuch 
as  had  preached  amongft  us  for  a  time,, 
and  had  either  dropped  it  and  fallen  away, 
or  had  on  one  account  or  another,  in- 
curred a  public  and  general  diflike  or 
difgrace,  and  that  therefore  it  might  be 
fafer  and  better  for  me  to  reft  quiet  with 
good  wifties  for  the  people,  and  to  exhort 
in  a  more  private  way,  as  I  might  have 
opportunity,  and  a  frefh  concern  on  my 
mind,  Thefe  grounds  of  hefitation  de- 
tained me  till  a  friend  kneeled  down  to 
conclude  the  meeting  in  prayer. 

I  then  faw  clearly  that  if  the  meeting 
fhould  break  up  without  my  uttering  the 
exhortation,  which  was  fixed  with  Jo 
much  weight  upon  my  mind,  I  fhould 
unavoidably  incur  the  flings  of  confcious 
guilt,  and  the  cirime  of  difobedience. 

Therefore  not  attending  to  the  friend's 
public  prayer,  my  mind  was  earneftly 
and.  clofely  exerciied  in  mental  fupplica- 

tion 
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lion  to  the  Almighty,  that  he  would  abi- 
litate  me  to  be  faithful,     I  had  a  hard 
ltruggle    and  conflict  on  this  occafion  : 
but  at   length  the  power  of  divine  faith 
prevailed,  to  the  (hutting  out  and  putting 
to  filence  all  manner  of  difcouraging  ap- 
prehenfions.     And  when  the  prayer  was 
ended  I  durft  not  fit  down,  fearing  I  fhould 
not  have  power  to  rife  again  in  time;  but 
turning  about  to  the  meeting,  and  feeing 
fome  of  the  people  flaring  me  inthe  face, 
fuch  was   my  weaknefs,  that  I  raifed  up 
my  hat,  and  holding  it  before  my  face,  I 
fpoke  the  words,    which  had  lain  with 
weight  on  my  mind  and  fat  down,     A 
flood  of  divine  joy  poured  into  my  heart, 
and  filled   it  all  the  day  :  I  went  in  this 
frame  of  mind  into  feveral  friends'  fami- 
lies, and  my  heart  being  dill  melted  with 
divine  love,  the  tears  of  joy  and  tbank- 
f ulnefs  flowed  down  my  cheeks,  which 
fome   ignorantly  miftook  for  trouble  of 
mind,  faying  one  to  another,  they  pitied 
me. 

It  was  indeed  a  memorable  day  to  me: 
for  I  feemed  to  myfelf  to  be  raifed  above 
the  fordid  and  finful  inhabitants  of  this 
world,  and  to  be  admitted  a  partner  of 
the  bleffed  fociety  of  faints  and  angels, 
ajid    fpirits    of   juft   men    made  perfect 

through 
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through  entire  obedience  rendered  to  their 
God. 

I  had  a  full  affurance  in  myfelf  that  if 
then  fudden  death  fho-uld  feize  me,  I 
fhould  immediately  go  to  that  bleffed 
fociety,  to  live  in  a  holy  and  happy 
communion  with  them  for  ever,  to  adore 
that  God  and  Sovereign,  who  had  fo  in- 
finitely favoured  us.  And  this  is  the  very 
nature  of  that  truly  excellent  religion, 
which  our  dear  Redeemer  came  to  blefc 
mankind  with. 

I  might  give  fome  fmall  account  of  fer- 
vices,  and  good  effe&s,  arifing  from  my 
thus  obeying  the  divine  manifeftation ; 
but  accounts  of  that  kind  I  leave  to  thofe, 
\dio  have  fleered  more  fteadily  than  I 
have  done,  and  think  it  more  proper  for 
me  to  look  to  the  other  fide  of  my  cafe, 
and  that  with  fhame  and  confufion  of 
heart,  mixed  with  humble  admiration  of 
divine  Goodnefs,  which  has  hitherto  in- 
deed been  great,  and  bleft  me  with  a  few 
heavenly  and  good  days,  wherein  I  fhould 
not  have  been  afraid  of  death,  or  of  the 
awful  and  tremendous  judgment  which 
is  to  follow  it.  Oh !  that  I  may  (through 
faithfulnefs  on  my  part)  attain  the  like 
again,  and  that  my  laft  day  may  be  my 
beft  day  1  But  alas,  a  confcioufnefs  of  in- 
fidelity in  divers  refpe&'s  is  my  prefent 

*  compa- 
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companion,  though  not  with  my  will,  or 
by  defign;  but  through  want  of  main- 
taining a  proper  vigilance  and  devotion, 
and  thereby  lofmg  the  fortitude,  which 
1  have  fometimes  been  inverted  with. 

Many  of  our  dear  honourable  friends 
of  the  firft  generation  in  our  fociety,  ap- 
pear from  the  time  they  were  drawn  to 
the  pure  fountain  of  light,  life  and  love, 
to  have  adhered  thereto  with  immovable 
fteadfaftnefs  to  their  laft  moments:  and  a 
few  I  have  known  in  my  time,  that  have 
greatly  arifen,  and  fleadily  perfevered 
(confidering  the  degeneracy  of  the  age)  in 
a  faithful  attachment  of  foul  to  that  w 
grace  and  truth  which  is  come  by  Jefuy* 
Chrift;  and  that  have  wafhed  their  robes 
white  in  his  blood,  and  have  kept  their 
garments  unfpotted;  but  very  few  that 
have  come  up  to  this  height,  and  fo  con- 
tinued as  with  their  feet  fixed  upon  Mount 
Sion:  very  few  that  have  got  over  the 
oppofmg  mountains  of  human  refpect, 
felfifh  regards,  fenfual  appetites,  defires  of 
the  eafe,  honours,  or  profits  of  this  world; 
all  which  tend  to  debafe  the  foul,  darken 
the  judgment,  eclipfe  the  brightnefs  of 
heavenly  light;  blunt  the  edge  of  godly 
resolutions,  and  contract  the  corrupting 
leaven  and  fpirit  of  the  world. 

It 
U 


42  The    LIFE   of 

It  is  lamentable  to  reflect  how  many 
n  our  age,  even  of  the  anointed  Tons,  and 
fervants  of  the  Lord,  have  by  thefe  means 
gradually  declined  and  dwindled,  and  at 
length  totally  fallen  off,  as  Judas  did  from 
Chrift,  and  Demas  from  his  faithful 
apoflle,  and  made  fhipwreck  of  faith  and 
of  a  good  confcience,  and  brought  lad- 
ing difgrace  on  themfelves,  and  that  good 
caufe,  in  which  they  had  been  humbly 
and  honeflly  engaged.  Yet  truth  changes 
not ;  it  is  the  fame  (till,  and  ftill  able  to 
preferve  from  falling,  to  build  up,  and 
give  an  inheritance  among  the  fan&ified. 

^  I  remember  that  the  above  confidera- 
tlons  made  me  earneftly  pray,  that  fince 
I  had  given  up,  and  put  my  hand  to  the 
plough,  I  might  never  look  back  to  Sodom 
again,  like  Lot's  wife;  but  rather  fufFer 
any  thing  in  this  world,  than  difgrace  the 
caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 

Encouraged  as  above,  I  proceeded  to 
minifter  in  public  meetings  when  I  had 
fomething  given  for  that  end,  through 
which  exercife  my  gift  became  gradually 
enlarged.  But  alas!  I  too  often  made 
falfe  Iteps  in  my  public  miniftry,  as  well 

*  as  in  my  thoughts,  words  and  actions  in 
private  conduct,  for  want  of  felf-love 
being  more  mortified,  and  iubje&ed  to 
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the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  which  teaches  divine 
wifdom. 

Being  of  an  a&ive  natural  difpofition, 
it  became  a  crofs  to  me  to  be  filent,  when 
it  was  beft  to  be  fo.  And  fometimes  after 
I  ftooi  up  I  continued  too  long,  till  the 
imony  as  to  the  life  of  it,  flattened 
and  grew  tedious  to  the  hearers.  I  want- 
ed too  to  imitate  fome  others,  who,  I 
thought,  preached  finely.  Thus  the  ene- 
my of  man's  happinefs  continually  feeks 
to  tempt  every  clafs  in  the  church  mili- 
tant. As  the  eye  is  kept  (ingle  to  the 
holy  Head,  and  the  body  full  of  light,  in 
the  light  he  is  difcovered  in  all  his  ap<gfj 
proaches  and  transformations;  but  I  was 
not  conftantly  enough  on  my  guard 
againft  his  ftratagems,  and  therefore  was 
fomethnes  feduced  even  to  think  I  did 
well,  when  I  was  zealous,  though  not  ac- 
cording to  true  knowledge,  nor  to  the 
honour  of  the  great  name  of  Chrift  our 
Lord:  for  he  is  mod  honoured  by  the 
fubjeftion  of  felf;  and  by  divine  love, 
coupled  with  humility  and  patience. 

Among  the  many  good  inftitutions 
which  the  discoveries  of  celeftial  wifdom 
have  eftablifhed  in  our  fociety,  that  of 
faithful  elders  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  flock,  and  over  the  miniftry,  has  been 
found  to  be  very  ufeful.    And  though  the 

love 
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love  of  felf-honour  made  me  fometimes 
.  bear  hardly  the  reproof  of  a  friend ;  yet 
I  have  afterwards,  as  in  the  cool  of  the  day, 
difcerned  the  expediency  of  it,  and  been 
induced  to  defire  to  be  more  careful  in 
future,  and  to  be  willing  t©  receive  advice, 
as  well  as  to  give  it. 

O  ye,  whom  Chrift  calls  into  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  or  any  other  office,  give 
up  your  lives  to  him  and  it,  both  to  do 
and  to  fuffer  what  he  may  order  or  per- 
mit: for  the  veflels  of  the  Lord's  houfe 
are  to  be  cf  beaten  gold.  Every  fon  whom 
he  loves  he  rebukes  and  chaftens.  Then 
%^ver  receive  with  a  good  mind  the  counfel 
or  the  reproof  of  a  friend. 

If  others  revile  and  taunt  in  bitternefs 
and  wrath ;  in  haughtinefs  and  infult,  as 
whoever  will  live  godlily  in  Chrift  Jefus 
mud  fuffer  persecution ;  yet  all  things  will 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
fteadily  abide  under  Chrift's  government. 
— Our  nature  having  in  it  much  drofs, 
and  by  long  habit  contracting  an  encreafe 
of  it,  cannot  be  refined  from  it,  but  by 
fiery  trials,  nor  have  its  evil  humours 
purged  out,  but  by  drinking  the  bitter 
cup.- — Applaufe  pieafes  the  creature,  but 
greatly  endangers  it.  Suffering  in  fpirit, 
though  more  painful 7  is  more  fafe. 

O  therv 
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O  then  ye!  who  have  rightly  begun, 
and  favourably  advanced  in  the  work  df 
truth  or  of  the  miniftry,  look  well  to 
your  (landing,  and  guard  againfl  the 
transformations  of  your  unwearied  enemy. 

When  we  firil  began,  our  fmgle  view 
and  defire  was  to  obtain  divine  approba- 
tion, and  that  peace  of  foul,  which  re- 
fults  from  it;  to  die  to  ourfelves  and  all 
the  world  ;  to  know  no  man  after  the 
flefli,  nor  be  known  by  them ;  but 
only  to  know  the  Lord,  and  to  walk  and 
att  under  his  immediate  notice  and  ap- 
proving favour. But  afterwards  there 

hath  mingled  herewith,  the  defire  of  hu- 
man notice,  of  popular  applaufe,  of  world- 
ly advantages  and  indulgences^ 

Thus  too  many  minifters,  as  well  as 
others,  who  have  given  up  their  names  to 
follow  the  Lamb,  have  flipped  into  a 
mixed  (late.  In  them  the  fpring  once 
pure,  hath  become  muddy,  and  the  facred 
fervour  hath  dwindled.  Though  they, 
have  retained  the  form  of  godlinefs,  yet 
its  conquering  power  and  fortitude  have 
gradually  died  away,  and  left  them  as 
weak,  and  unable  to  refift  temptations* 
as  thofe  who  have  never  affumed  that 
form. 

This  hath  been  the  cafe  of  too  many 

dry  worldlings  and  fenfualifts  in  our  fo~ 
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ciety,  who,  far  from  helping  the  cauie, 
which  they  profeft  a  value  for,  have 
greatly  hurt  it,  and  given  a  handle  to 
libertines  to  make  both  it  and  them,  the 
fubjeft  of  their  derifion. 

When  the  humble  regard  and  love  of 
God  fingly  prefided  in  my  heart,  then  I 
have  been  difpofed  to  receive  the  advice 
or  the  rebuke  of  a  friend  in  the  love  in 
which  it  was  given,  and  to  bear  with 
Chriftian  meeknefs,  the  taunts  and  infults 
of  infenfible  hearts  and  unguarded  lips 
undifturbed  thereby:  but  when  I  have  Aid 
off  this  foundation,  then  they  have  dif- 
compofed  my  mind,  and  agitated  it  with 
felfilh  and  uneafy  refentments. 

I  have  not  fo  often  met  with  this  kind 
of  returns  to  my  minrftry,  as  applaufe, 
which  indeed  is  an  intoxicating  and  per- 
nicious cap  for  any  to  drink  without  great 
fear.  It 'ferments  the  fpirlts  with  a  falfe 
alacrity;  elevates  the  mind  with  felf-con- 
ceit,  and  an  imagined  fuperiority  to  others, 
leads  into  an  evil  emulation,  and  even  to 
flight  thofe  who  are  in  a  much  better 
fcate,  by  dwelling  in  the  valley  of  hu- 
mility, fubject  to  Chrift  the  beloved  of 
their  fouls. 

How  hard  for  the  creature  not  to  be 
pleafed  with  praife,  and  to  offer  it  to  him, 
to  whom  alone  it  is  due!  or  after  being  at> 

an^ 
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anytime  fignally  honoured,  to  return  like 
Mordecai  difmounted,  ilripped  of  the 
royal  robes,  and  to  fit  in  a  filent,  abje£t 
condition  at  the  king's  gate,  waiting  on 
him  in  poverty  of  fpirit. 

As  applaufe  is  dangerous,  fo  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  if  not  kept  under 
proper  government,  both  by  the  minifter 
and  his  hearers,  have  a  fnare  irt  them,  as 
indeed  hath  every  object  of  our  fenfes, 
without  maintaining  an  inward  watchful- 
nefs ;  thefe  things  not  being  the  proper 
mark  or  prize  of  a  minifter  or  a  chriftian. 
It  is  bafe  to  play  the  harlot  with  corrupt 
felf,  and  deck  it  with  the  Lord's  jewels. 
For  if  we  take  thefe  rewards  of  our  la- 
bours, we  are  in  danger  of  lofing  that 
which  he  gives  to  the  faithful,  which  is 
the  one  true  and  durable  reward. 

The  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  direfts  us,  to 
fubmit  ourfelves,  or  give  way,  one  to 
another,  to  be-  abafed,  and  prefer  others ; 
the  firong  to  take  the  weak  by  the  hand,, 
and  all  to  imitate  the  holy  pattern  of 
Chnft,  who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
and  (looped  to  wafh  the  feet  even  of  his 
difciples  and  fervants. 

It  was  he  by  his  fpirit,  that  not  only 
raifed  up  a  living  miniftry  in  our  fociety, 
but  by  the  fame  fpirit  animated  our  faith- 
ful   predecefibrs    to  eftablifh  a  falutary 

difcipline 
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difcipline  therein,  upon  the  fame  founda- 
tion j  and  raifed  up  and  gifted  men  and 
women  for  valuable  fervices,  conducing 
to  the  edification  and  ftrengthening  of  one 
another  in  piety.  Often  have  I  fat  in 
meetings  of  difcipline  greatly  humbled, 
tendered  and  revived  in  my  fpirit,  with 
frefh  refolution  to  renew  diligence  in  my 
journey  heaven-ward. 

One  branch  of  this  difcipline,  viz.  the 
inftitution  of  meetings  of  minifters  and 
elders,  I  highly  regarded.  For  when  we 
have  (in  a  fenfe  of  our  entire  inability 
without  his  help)  proftrated  ourfelves  to- 
gether before  the  moll  high  God,  he  hath 
gracioufly  v^uchfafed  to  open  the  living 
fprings  of  counfel,  fuitable  to  the  feveral 
flates  and  ftations  prefent,  tending  to  ftir 
up  to  diligence  and  devotednefs  in  his 
fervice,  and  pointing  out  livelily  in  the 
opening  of  gofpel  light,  the  fnares  and 
dangers  waylaying  the'fpiritual  traveller 
in  his  journey. 

Often  have  thefe  meetings,  when  we 
have  been  thus  prepared  for  them,  ce- 
mented us  together  in  an  humble  engage- 
ment of  foul  toward  God.  Tender  love 
hath  abounded,  which  hath  made  us  dear 
one  to  another,  as  children  of  one  fa- 
mily,  and  fellow-labourers  in  the  higheft 
and   beft   caufe*      Chrift  our  Lord  has 

favoured 
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favoured  us  with  his  prefence,  and  fo- 
vereign  power,  and  made  us  partakers 
together  of  his  heart-tendering  goodnefs, 
and  of  a  near  communion,  and  divine 
fellowfhip  with  him  through  his  fpirit, 
and  with  each  other  therein,  to  the  re- 
newing our  ardent  concern  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  name,  and  the  promotion  of 
his  truth. 

But  when  this  preparation  hath  been 
wanting,  and  inattention  and  abfence  of 
mind  have  taken  place,  then  we  have 
been  barren  as  the  dry  heath;  and  like 
the  earth,  covered  with  darknefs,  without 
form  and  void,  when  the  fpirit  of  the 
Lord  moved  not  on  the  face  of  the  waters. 
Both  the  immediate  and  inftrumental 
fprings  of  lively  and  clear  counfel  and 
confolation  have  been  clofed  up,  and  the 
edification  and  watering  of  the  flock  with- 
held. This  hath  caufed  living  zeal,  and 
even  the  attendance  of  them  to  decay,  and 
to  yield  to  temporal  affairs  and  temptati- 
ons, to  the  hurt  and  lofs  of  many. 

May  thefe  confiderations  move  both 
minifters  and  elders  more  particularly,  to 
feek  after  the  preparations  requifite  for 
their  affembling  in  the  name  and  power 
of  Chrift,  and  under  a  renewed  concern 
for  their  individual  prefervation,  as  well 
as  for  that  of  their  brethren  and  fitters,. 

that 
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that  they  may  thereby  be  comfortably  en- 
livened, and  enliven  one  another  to  all 
goodnefs,  as  men  and  women  redeemed 
from  the  world,  and  fellow-citizens  of  the 
New  Jerufalem,  Then,  of  great  and  va- 
luable benefit  indeed,  would  thefe  folemn 
meetings  be,  as  heretofore,  when  faithful 
labourers  in  the  Lord's  fervice,  dignified, 
adorned  and  upheld  them. 

When  I  had  refided  about  three  years 
in  Ireland,  my  brother  John,  whom  I  left 
in  the  fervice  of  Thomas  Bennett,  at 
Pickwick,  Wilts,  as  noticed  before,  being 
defirous  to  fix  his  refidence  in  the  fam : 
nation  at  leafl  with  me,  at  the  exr  - 
ration  of  his  fourth  year  there,  refign 
his  place  of  ufher  to  that  fchool,  in  order 
to  remove  to  Ireland,  and  going  firft  to 
fee  our  mother  (and  relations)  at  Kendal, 
fhe  concluded  to  accompany  him  in  order 
to  pay  us  a  vlfit  of  a  few  weeks,  and 
about  the  middle  of  the  fummer  1740, 
they  both  arrived  at  Cork.  After  about 
five  weeks  abode  with  us,  my  mother  in- 
clined to  return  home;  and  I  having  a 
concern  on  my  mind  to  vifit  my  native 
country  in  the  fervice  of  Truth,  and  my 
brother's  arrival  opening  the  way  to  fet- 
me  at  liberty ;  he  willingly  taking  charge 
of  my  fchool  in  my  abfence,  I  concluded 
to  accompany  my  mother  in  her  return: 
v  and 
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and  having  laid  my  concern  before  the 
men's  meeting  and  obtained  their  certifi- 
cate, and  foon  meeting  with  a  veffel 
bound  to  Whitehaven,  we  embarked 
therein,  and  had  a  favourable  paifage, 
being  only  about  forty-eight  hours  from 
port  to  port. 

*  This  journey  took  me  up  about  five 
weeks,  in  which  time  I  vifited  the  meet- 
ings of  friends  pretty  generally  through 
the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Weftmore- 
land  and  Lancafhire,  and  part  of  the 
north  of  Yorkfhire,  being  frequently  much 
favoured  by  the  mafter  of  our  affemblies, 
and  often  enlarged  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel  amongft  my  former  relations, 
friends  and  neighbours,  who  were  many 
of  them  glad  to  fee  me,  and  with  many 
of  whom  I  was  nearly  united  in  the  unity 
of  the  one  fpirit,  the  bond  of  peace. 

*  In  particular  I  was  at  a  general  meet- 
ing  at    Crook,    about   four  miles  from 

Kendal 


*  Here  a  Yheet  of  the  original  is  loft,  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  recover;  I  regret  the  - 
)ofs  not  only  as  it  occafions  a  chafm  in  the 
narration ;  but  by  the  recollection  I  have  of 
my  brother's  epiftolary  and  verbal  relations  of 
this  journey,  I  apprehend,  we  are  deprived  of 
fundry  occurrences,  worthy  of  preferving.     One 

in 
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Kendal,  which  was  eminently  favoured, 
and  after  it,  went  to  lodge  at  Lydia 
Lancafter's,  a  valuable  minifter,  and  a 
mother  in  Ifrael.     Next  morning  went  to 

their 


in  particular  I  have  heard  him  on  his  return  (and 
at  other  times)  relate  in  terms  fo  lively  and  affect- 
ing, as  indicated  it  had  fixed  a  deep  impreffioa 
on  his  mind  :  fo  that,  I  think  he  would  not  pafs 
it  unnoticed,  and  that  we  have  loft  it  in  this 
miffing  fheet.  When  he  came  to  Pardfhaw 
meeting  in  Cumberland  ;  he  received  intelligence  ' 
that  our  ancient  valuable  friend,  that  faithful 
minifter  of  the  gofpel  in  his  day,  James  Dicken- 
fon,  was  then  confined  by  ficknefs,  and  appa- 
rently near  his  conclufion,  whereupon  he  went  to 
pay  him  a  vifit,  and  found  him  in  fuch  an  happy, 
heavenly  frame  of  mind,  as  made  the  opportu- 
nity very  tenderly  affecting  and  edifying :  raifed 
above  the  world  he  was  departing  from,  and 
well  prepared  for  that  celeftial  manfion,  he  was 
favoured  with  a  lively  hope  of  being  (hortly  ad- 
mitted into  ;  in  this  his  concluding  fcene,  amongft 
other  affecting  expreflions  he  related  of  his,  I 
recollect  the  following,  in  purport,  "  I  have 
m  ferved  the  Lord  and  his  truth  in  my  genera- 
"  tion,  and  now  I  feel  the  bleffed  reward  there- 
((  of:  the  accufer  of  the  brethren  is  caft  down 
m  as  to  me,  and  my  peace  with  God  is  fealed 
"  for  ever."  This,  he  related,  was  delivered  in 
fuch  a  feeling,  powerful  and  affecting  manner  as 
greatly  tendered  his  fpirit,  and  left  the  beft  im- 
:preffions  upon  it,  animating  him  to  frefh  and  ardenc 

defires, 
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their  meeting  at  Cclthoufe  near  Hawk 
head,  and  after  meeting  went  to  William 
Rawlinfon's  to  lodge.  Next  morning  in 
very  wet  ftormy  weather,  I  went  to  Height 
meeting.  Molt  of  the  friends  belonging 
to  this  meeting  lived  at  fome  miles  dif- 
tance  from  it;  yet  they  generally  attend- 
ed it,  and  I  believe  were  generally  thank- 
ful that  they  did  fo,  fo  much  of  the  ce- 
menting virtue  and  power  of  the  gofpel 
prevailed  therein. 

After  meeting  I  went  with  James  Row- 
landfon's  family  to  his  houfe  at  Frith. 
His  daughter  Jane  had  for  a  little  while 
pad  appeared  at  times  in  the  public  mi- 
niftry  in  our  meetings.     So  much  of  ten- 

dernefs 
X 

ttefires,  fo  to  fulfil  his  miniftry,  and  walk  through 
life,  as  that  he  might  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  that  his  lad  end  might  be  like  his. 
And  indeed  what  fcene  in  this  life  more  dignifies 
humanity  ?  What  fchool  is  more  profitably  in- 
ftrucTive  than  the  death- bed  of  the  righteous, 
imprefling  the  underftanding  with  a  convincing 
evidence,  that  they  have  not  followed  cunningly- 
devifed  fables,  but  folid,  fubftantial  truth. 
That  there  is  a  meafure  of  divine  light  and  grace 
in  man,  which  if  duly  minded  and  obeyed,  rs 
Sufficient  to  pieferve  through  all  the  vicihv.udes 
in  life,  to  give  him  the  victory  over  his  fpiritua! 
enemies,  and  in  the  end  over  death,  hell.,  and  the 
grave. 
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dernefs,  and  of  inward  fervency  toward 
Chrift  the  beloved  of  her  foul,  prevailed 

her,  as  to  make  deep  and  lively  im- 
preffions  on  my  mind. 

Next  day,  that  family  accompanied  me 
over  the  fands  to  a  meeting  at  Swarth- 
more,  and  I  returned  with  them,  and  from 
thence  back  to  Kendal.  The  faid  Jane 
Rowlandfon  afterwards  married  George 
Crosfield,  became  a  valuable  minifter,  vi- 
fited  Ireland  twice  while  I  lived  there,  and 
the  continent  of  America  once. 

]n  the  couife  of  this  journey  I  was  fa- 
voured with  the  company  and  counte- 
nance of  fundry  friends,  whom  in  my 
younger  years  I  had  held  in  eftimation, 
by  reafon  of  the  good  impreffions  I  re- 
ceived from  their  exemplary  lives  and 
labours,  as  before  noted  in  its  'place.  My 
quondam  mailer,  David  Hall,  treated  me 
with  affe&ionate  refpcft;  he  had  burred 
his  former  \vife,  who  was  my  miftrefs,  and 
married  again.  He  and  his  wife  accom- 
panied me  to  a  meeting  at  Aifton.  I 
lodged  at  Thomas  Anderfon's,  a  friend  in 
the  miniftry,  who  vifited  Ireland  in  compa- 
ny with  David  Hall;  he  was  blind,  but 
exceeding  pleafant  and  chearful.  Next 
morning  being  a  hard  froft,  I  went  with 
faid  Thomas  and  other  friends  over  a  great 
:hill  to  a  mqnthlv'Aejypg  at  Settle.     By 

.xuc 
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me  in  the  gallery  fat  Julian  Frankland, 
a  goo.d  old  woman,  near  ninety  years  of 

,  and  a  good  meeting  it  was. 
w  At  and  about  Kendal  alfo,  I  had  much 
of  the  company  of  that  honourable  mi- 
nifter  and  elder,  James  Wilfon,  who  as 
a  nurfing  father  encouraged  and  ftreng: 
ened  me  in  the  fervicelwas  engaged  in. 
His  converfation  was  often  pleafant,  in- 
flrufting  and  edifying;  one  remarkable 
paflage  he  related,  1  think  worthy  of  in- 
ferting,  wThich  was  to  the  following  pur- 
port. 

In  his  young  years  (having  been  edu- 
cated in  the  eftablilhed  religion  or  church 
of  England  fo  called)  he  had  conceived  a 
very  contemptible  opinion  of  the  people 
called  Quakers  and  their  principles,  and 
at  a  public  houfe  or  inn,  falling  in  con;- 
pany  with  fome  others  of  like  fentiments, 
this  people  became  the  fubjecl  of  their 
difcourfe  ;  and  as  they  were  exprefling 
their  fentiments  of  contempt  and  diflike 
of  th^In  pretty  freely,  a  perfon  of  fome 
note,  who  had  been  an  officer  under  Oliver 
Cromwell,  came  into  the  room,  and  over- 
hearing their  difcourfe,  obferved  to  them 
in  fubftanee,  "  That  he  apprehended  their 
"  prejudice  towards  this  people  arofe 
"  from  their  want  of  knowing  them  : 
"  for  my  part  (coMhfUed  he)  I  entertain 

"  very 
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"  very,  different  lentiments  of  them;"  and 
perceiving  them  ftruck  with  admiration  to 
hear  him,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  a 
man  of  fenfe,  as  well  as  confequence,  ex- 
prefs  himielf  after  this  manner,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  following  purpofe.  "  You 
4;  feem  to  wonder  that  I  exprefs  a  favour- 
ki  able  opinion  of  the  Quakers,  I  will  in- 
"  form  you  the  reafon.  After  the  battle 
"  of  Dunbar,  as  I  was  riding  in  Scotland 
'•  at  the  head  of  my  troop,  I  obferved  at 
"  fome  diftance  from  the  road,  a  crowd 
*;  of  people,  and  one  higher  than  the  reft ; 
"  upon  which  I  fent  one  of  my  men  to 
"  fee,  and  bring  me  word  what  was  the 
4i  meaning  of  this  gathering,  and  feeing 
"  him  ride  up  and  ftay  there,  without  re- 
"  turning  according  to  my  order,  I  fent 
"  a  fecond,  who  flayed  in  like  manner^ 
cc  and  then  I  determined  to  go  myfelf. 
"When  I  came  thither,  I  found  it  was 
iC  James  Naylor  preaching  to  the  people; 
<c  but  with  fuch  power  and  reaching 
"  enemv,  as  I  had  not  til!  then  been  wit- 
"  nefs  of.  I  could  not  help  haying  a  ht- 
"  tie,  although  1  was  afraid  to  (lay;  for 
w  I  was  made  a  Quaker,  being  forced  to 
"  tremble  at  the  fight  of  myfelf.  I 
iC  was  ftruck  with  more  terror  by  the 
"  preaching  of  James  Naylor,  than  I  w^s 
"  at  the  battle    of   Dunbar,    when    wo 

"  had. 
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u  had  nothing  elfe  to  expect,  but  to  fall 
"  a  prey  to  the  fvvords  of  our  enemies, 
"  without  being  able  to  help  ourfelvcs.  L 
"  clearly  faw  the  crofs  to  be  fubmitted  to, 
"  fo  I  durd  (lay  no  longer,  but  got  off, 
u  and  carried  condemnation  for  it  in  my 
"  own  bread.  The  people  there,  in  the 
"  clear  and  powerful  opening  of  their 
"  dates,  cried  out  againd  thernfeives, 
"  imploring  mercy,  a  thorough  change, 
c<  and  the  whole  work  of  falvation  to  be 
"  effe&ed  in  them.  Ever  fmce  I  have 
"  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  acknowledge 
"  on  their  behalf,  as  I  have  now  done." 

This,  James  Wilfon  faid,  proved  the 
fird  dep  towards  his  convincement  of  our 
principles,  inclining  him  to  go  to  our 
meetings,  which  before  he  had  an  averfion 
to  the  thoughts  of,  from  the  prejudice 
above  hinted. .  In  thofe  days  the  meetings. 
of  friends  were  more  eminently  favoured 
with  divine  power,  as  they  lived  more 
devoted  to  Chrift;  and  confequently  more 
abounding  with  his  love  flowing  in  their 
hearts. 

I  was  ready  to  think  that  Ifaac  Alexan- 
der had  been  indrumental  to  his  con- 
vincement. I  find  it  recorded  in  the  third 
volume  of  the  dying  Sayings,  that  faid 
Ifaac  died  at  bis  houfe.  Of  him  he  gave 
me  the  following  account,  that  "  being 
X  2  «  in 
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"  in  himfelf  an  illiterate  ruftick,  foctt 
"  after  his  convincement,  he  appeared  in 
"  the  miniftry  lively  and  powerful.  A 
Ci  neighbour  of  his,  having  heard  of  his 
"  becoming  a  preacher,  could,  not  tell 
"  how  fufficiently  to  exprefs  his  admira- 
?  tio.ii-;  he  made  it  the  fubjeft  of  his  dif- 
"  courfe  from  place  to  place,  deriding 
"  him  who  had  no  learning  for  prefuming 
"  to  preach,  and  the  people  for  fullering 
"  him." 

"  This  man  attended  the  funeral  of 
;;  that  great  and  good  woman,  Ann 
ci  Camm.  The  meeting  proved  an  ex- 
tc  ceeding  enlightening,  tendering  oppor- 
mi  tunity:  and  even  this  derider  was  con- 
,"  trited.  and  humbled  therein.  Ifaac 
<c  Alexander  was  eminently  raifed  up  in 
"  his  gilt,  to  fet  forth  the  goodnefs,  and 
46  the  juflice  of  God ;  the  gtary  of  Truth, 
u  the  happinefs  of  obeying  it,  and  the 
"  lafting  infelicity  of  neglecling  and  re- 
"  belling  againft  it.  The  man  was  fo 
44  thoroughly  penetrated  with  a  clear  fight; 
44  of  his  own  cafe,  that  after  Ifaac  had 
44  done,  he  flood  up  in  that  very  affembly ; 
44  acknowledged  the  crime  he  had  been, 
44  guilty  of,  and  begged  the  prayers  of  all 
44  good  Chriftians,  that  it  might  be  for- 
14  given  him."- 

I  moftly 
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I  moftly  finiflied  my  fervice  in  England 
in  this  journey,  with  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing for  Lancalhire,  at  Lancafter,  and  that 
for  Weftmoreland,  at  Kendal,  held  in  fuc- 
ceffion.  At  the  former,  I  met  wittj  Abra- 
ham Fuller,  of  Dublin,  who  had  accom- 
panied Mofes  Aldridge  from  New-Eng- 
land, in  his  religious  vifit  to  friends  ia 
Scotland,  and  was  now,  as  well  as  myfelf 
on  his  return  home;  our  meeting  being 
quite  unexpected,  was  a  very  pleafing  fur- 
prize  to  us  both;  efpecially,  as  we  were 
like  to  be  companions  to  Dublin.  Here 
alfo,  I  met  with  Satnuel  Fothergill,  thea 
young  in  the  miniftcy ;  but  even  then  ap- 
pearing with  that  folemnity,  brightness? 
and  gofpel  authority,  as  gave  friends  live- 
ly hopes  of  his  proving,  as  he  did,  through 
the  fucceffive  ftages  of  his  life,  a  bright 
and  fnining  light,  a  veflel  of  honour  in- 
deed, of  eminent  fervice  in  the  church  of 
Chrift.  The  public  fervice  in  the  faid 
quarterly  meeting,  fell  to  the  fhare  of  us 
who  were  young,  (though  many  weighty 
experienced  minifters  prefent,)  and  our 
goqd  Matter  being  with  us,  it  proved  a 
refreihing,  fatisfactory,  and  edifying  meet? 

From    Lancafter  we  went  directly  to 
-the  quarterly  meeting  at  Kendal,  which 
was  alfo  a  good  meeting,  and  the  begin- 
ning 
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ning  of  the  fucceeding  week,  we  proceed- 
ed to  Whitehaven,  in  order  to  take  {hip- 
ping for  Dublin,  where  we  arrived  on 
feventh  day  following,  and  I  lodged  at 
Jofeph  XJili's.  I  attended  the  meetings 
there  the  next  day,  and  heavenly  help 
being  near,  I  was  furnifhed  with  ability 
and  matter,  to  minifter  to  the  general  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  edification  of  friends,  and 
the  eafe  of  my  own  mind.  And  my  be- 
ing at  that  time  quite  a  ftranger  to  moft 
friends  in  that  city,  and  coming  quite  un- 
expected, occafioned  pretty  much  enquiry 
among  them. 

From  Dublin  I  proceeded  toward  Lime- 
rick, by  Mountmelick,  Mountrath,  and 
Kilconinmore,  where  John  Afhton  was 
then  living,  a  valuable  good  man,  little 
inferior  to  jnoft  I  have  known  in  my 
eftimation.  Although  not  eminent  for 
great  and  fhining  parts ;  yet  he  was  a 
fhining  light  in  the  afuntry  where  he  re- 
fided,  in  love  and  good  works ;  a  man  of 
great  humility,  and  fervour  of  foul  for 
the  promotion  of  piety j  much  beloved 
and  efteemed  of  his  neighbours  and 
friends. 

When  I  came  to  the  good  old  man's 
houfe,  (being  now  near  eighty  years  of 
age)  he  was  very  much  indifpofed;  and 
it  being  about  the  middle  of  the  eighth 

month 
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month,  O.  S.  or  Ottober,  and  the  friends 
in  that  part  being  late  with  fome  part  of 
their  harveft,  he  propofed  notwithftand- 
ing  his  infirmity,  to  accompany  me  to 
Limerick:  a  great  day's  journey  for  him 
when  he  was  well,  as  the  roads  were  then : 
and  his  relations,  apprehending  it  too  ha- 
zardous for  him  to  undertake  under  his 
prefent  indifpofition,  endeavoured  to  dif- 
luade  him* from  it:  which  made  me  defi- 
rous  that  he  might  not  fufFer  in  his  health, 
nor  meet  with  any  diffatisfaction  of  mind. 
It  proved  a  fine  day.  He  grew  much  bet- 
ter, and  his  converfation  was  very  edifying. 
Our  friends  at  Limerick  rejoiced  greatly 
to  fee  him,  being  the  laft  time  of  his  be- 
ing there.  Next  day  being  firft  day,  we 
had  two  comfortable  meetings  there.  On 
fecond  day  morning  at  parting,  he  told 
me  "  He  was  well  paid  for  coming. "  He 
was  well  and  hearty  the  winter  following; 
and  the  next  fpring  fet  forward  towards 
the  half-year's  meeting  at  Dublin,  but 
having  reached  Birr,  he  found  himfelf 
unable  to  go  further,  returned  home,  and 
after  a  fhort  illnefs  departed  this  life, 
leaving  behind  him  a  general  teftimony  all 
round  the  -country  on  his  behalf,  as  of 
one  who  ha,d  eminently  ferved  God,  loved 

man* 
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mankind,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  al- 
moft  every  one  that  knew  him. 

He  and  his  wife  were  both  convinced 
at  one  meeting  at  Birr,  through  the  pow- 
erful miniftry  of  that  able  and  eminent 
minifter  of  the  gofpel,  Thomas  Wilfon.- 
Coming  out  of  that  meeting,  they  faid 
to  eaeh  other,  cc  The  way  of  everlafting 
"  happinefs  had  been  clearly  laid  down 
IX  before  them,  and  they  were  refolved  to 
"  walk  in  it,  come  life  or  come  death." 

Not  long  after,  John  was  thrown  into 
prifon  for  his  chriilian  testimony  againft 
the  oppreffive  and  antichriftian  ycKe  of 
tithes;  here,  being  ufed  to  work  without 
doors,  he  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  employ  his 
time:  but  foon  /earned  to  make  gartering 
and  laees. 

When  at  liberty,  he  with  his  wife,  con- 
ffantly  twice  a  week  attended  the  meeting 
at  Birr,  generally  walking  on  foot  thither, 
being  about  feven  Engliih  miles  and  very 
bad  road,  wading  through  a  river  in  the 
way  both  going  and  returning.  In  wrinter 
in  crofling  this  river  they  fometimes  had- 
the  ice  to  break ;  and  John  faid  he  had 
wept  to  fee  the  blood  on  his  wife's  legs  in 
coming  through  ic.  In  thote  days  truth 
v/as  precious  to  its  profeflbrs,  who  alfo 
poffeffed  it,  and  no  difficulties  or  dangers, 
could  prevent  them  from  getting  to  their 

religious 
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^religious  meetings,  to  enjoy  the  renewings 
of  divine  love  and  life,  with  their  bre- 
thren. 

This  good  man  alfo  took  great  pains  to 
get  travelling  friends  to  appoint  meetings 
at  his  houfe ;  and  then  to  acquaint  peo- 
ple thereof  feveral  miles  round,  travelling 
for  that  purpofe  by  night,  as  well  as  by 
day,  in  the  winter  feafon,  and  in  fevere 
weather,  and  underwent  much  reproach 
for  this  labour  and  diligence  of  his. 

Yet  he  was  bleft  in  it,  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly,  many  came  to  the  meet- 
ings at  his  houfe,  feveral  were  convinced 
of  the  truth,  and  in  proceis  of  time  a 
meeting  was  fettled  there,  and  grew  larger 
than  that  of  Birr,  out  of  which  it  had 
Tprung. 

He  was  at  the  time  of  his  joining  our 
fociety  but  in  low  circumftances :  but 
through  induftry  and  the  bleflmg  of  hea- 
ven he  grew  rich,  and  did  abundance  of 
good,  being  Angularly  hofpitable,  liberal., 
and  charitable. 

At  the  abovefaid  meeting  at  Birr,  thro5 
the  miniftry  of  Thomas  Wilfon,  there 
was  alio  convinced  his  wife's  daughter 
Mary,  the  wife  of  James  Sheppard.  This 
was  a  great  mortification  to  her  hufbr.nd9 
who  tried  various  means  to  reclaim  her. 
At   length    a    noted    preacher  being  to 

preach 
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preach  at  the  worfhip-houfe  he  frequent- 
ed, he  propofed  to  his  wife,  that  if  fhe 
would  go  with  him  to  hear  him,  he 
would  go  with  her  next  Sunday  (as  he 
called  it)  to  the  meeting  at  Birr,  to  which 
propofal  fhe  affented.  She  went  accord- 
ingly, and  heard  fine  words  and  elo- 
quence :  but  that  was  not  what  her  foul 
wanted. 

Next  firft-day  purfuant  to  his  engage- 
ment he  went  with  her  to -Birr.  It  proved 
to  be  a  filent  meeting  there:  yet  thro5  the 
reverent  attendance  of  the  fouls  of  thofe 
prefent  upon  Chrift  the  bell  minifter,  they 
were  favoured  together  with  his  life-giv- 
ing prefence,  with  the  fenfe  of  which,  the 
laid  James  was  reached,  and  tendered  in- 
to contrition  in  the  fight  of  the  felf-deny- 
ing  path  caft  up  to  peace  with  God, 
-Hereupon,  what  he  little  expelled  at  his 
going  to  that  meeting,  he  immediately 
joined  in  fociety  with  friends,  and  became 
a  ferviceable  man  in  his  ftation. 

After  parting  with  John  Afhton,  I  pro- 
ceeded toward  Cork,  and  reached  it  next 
morning  before  meeting. 

Soon  after  Ivifited  fome  parts  of  Lein- 
fter  province.  After  my  return  I  fpared 
my  brother,  at  the  requeft  of  Benjamin 
Wilfon  near  Edenderry,  to  be  tutor  to 
.his  children,  and  thofe  of  a.neighbouring 

friend 
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friend.  When  he  had  been  there  about 
a  year  and  a  half,  I  writ  to  him  to  pre- 
pare (after  duly  apprizing  his  employers) 
to  return  to  Cork,  having  a  defire  for 
once,  while  I  had  an  opportunity  (of  his 
fupplying  my  place)  to  be  at  the  Welch* 
Briftol,  and  London  yearly  meetings,  and 
though  the  family  was  loth  to  -part  with 
him,  yet  as  I  wanted  him  on  this  account, 
he  difengaged  himfelf  and  returned  to 
Cork,  in  due  time  for  me  to  proceed  on 
the  fervice  before  me. 

Accordingly  in  the  beginning  of  the 
firft  month,  O.  S.  (now  called  the  third) 
I  embarked  on  a  fixth  day  morning  at 
Cork :  On  feventh  day  at  night  by  fa- 
vour of  the  light-houfes  we  got  into  Mil- 
ford-haven.  On  firft-day  morning  I  walk- 
ed to  Haverford-weft,  where  I  met  with 
Abraham  Fuller  of  Dublin,  whom  I  con- 
futed how  I  fhould  fteer  my  courfe  to 
-North-Wales,  as  I  underftood  here,  that 
the  Welch  yearly-meeting  was  to  be 
about  a  month  from  this  time  in  this 
neighbourhood,  viz.  at  Tenby  in  Penv 
brokefhire. 

Abraham  advifed  me  to  order  my 
courfe  fo,  as  to  be  at  John  Goodwin's  on 
a  firft-day,  becaufe  there  was  generally 
a  large  refort  of  people  there  on  that 
day,  and  gave  me  his  directions  how  to 
Y  accomplifc 
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-accomplifh  it,  which  I  was  pleafed  with, 
having  heard  before  of  that  good  old 
inan,  and  having  a  defire  to  be  then  at 
his  houfe. 

On  third  day  ar;er  meeting  I  left  Ha- 
verford-weft,  bad  a  meeting  next  day  at 
Carmarthen;  on  fifth  day  morning  went 
to  John  Bowen's  at  Penplace,  expe&ing 
to  have  a  meeting  there,  but  he  being 
gone  to  their  monthly  meeting  at  John 
Reece's  at  Penbank,  I  followed  him  thi- 
ther, where  I  found  a  confiderable  num- 
ber met:  After  I  had  fet  down,  old  John 
Reece  flood  up  and  preached  to  us  in 
Welch.  On  fixth  day  I  went  to  the  wi- 
dow Evans's  at  Llandewy-brevy,  in  Cardi- 
ganshire, and  expected  next  day  to  reach 
John  Goodwin's,  at  Efcargogh  in  Moa- 
mouth/hire. 

Next  morning  the  friend  who  was  to 
have  been  my  guide  came  into  my  cham- 
ber long  before  day,  when  I  was  about 
getting  up,  having  an  earned  defire  to 
reach  John  Goodwin's  that  day.  He  in- 
formed me  "  I  could  not  go  thither  that 
£i  day  without  running  the  rifque  of  my 
"  life,  as  it  fnowed  very  hard,  and  it  was 
*;  a  mountainous  road."  I  prefently  got 
up,    and    found    myfelf   obliged  to  ftay 

etc,  to  the  no  fmall  difapp ointment  of 
my  defire. 

I  then 
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I  then  went  to  their  market-town  cal-- 
led  Tregarron,  and  there  had  two  meet- 
ings that  day,  the  latter  of  which  was 
large.  Next  day  being  firft  day,  heating 
of  a  prieft  called  Daniel  Rowland,  whofe 
parifh  worfhip-houfe  was  at  Llangeithow, 
three  miles  beyond  Llandewy-brevy,  who 
was  much  flocked  after  by  many  people,, 
even  from  other  parishes,  thither  I  went 
accompanied  by  three  friends.  When  we 
arrived  we  found  the  houfe  full,  and  ma- 
ny at  the  outfide,  whofeemed  to  liften  to 
the  preacher  with  attention,  who  was 
preaching  in  Welch.  I  defired  a  young 
man  to  endeavour  to  get  in  to  the  Parfon, 
and  acquaint  him  that  an  Englifhman 
without,  wanted  to  fpeak  to  him,  which 
I  fuppofe  he  did.  For  when  he  had  ended 
his  fermon  the  congregation  broke  up, 
and  he  came  out  one  of  the  firft. 

I  went  to  meet  him  and  told  him,  lc  I 
u  had  found  my  mind  drawn  in  chriftian 
"  love  to  vifit  him  and  his  congregation, 
"  and  therefore  defired  then  the  oppor- 

"  tunitv    to    deliver    to    him  and  them 

j 

"  what  was  on  my  mind."  After  feme 
enquiries  he  faid  "  It  was  not  convenient 
"  then,  as  he  had  himfelf  preached  largely 
"  to -the  people. "  Finding  myfelf  clear 
of  him,  I  got  upon  a  pretty  high  tomb- 
ftone,  and  the  people  generally  drew  near. 
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being  a  very  large  multitude/  The  op- 
portunity was  greatly  favoured,  I  being 
engaged  to  invite  the  people  to  Chrift. 
|he  free  teacher,  and  of  him  to  receive* 
wine  and  milk  (ftrength  and  nourifh- 
ment  to  their  fouls)  without  money 
and  without  price  :  tho*  the  people  flood 
clofe  crowded,  there  feemed  to  be  as 
great  a  flillnefs,  as  if  fcarce  any  were 
there.  After  I  had  ended  what  at  that 
time  flowed  thro'  my  heart  to  them,  I 
flood  a  little  with  my  mind  reverently 
and  thankfully  affe&ed.  At  length  I 
looked  round  to  fee  on  which  fide  I  might 
moil  eafily  retire.  Some  of  the  people 
near,  who  perceived  it,  defired  that  "  I 
"  would  pray  for  them  before  I  left 
C6  them."  I  anfwered  that  "  I  did  indeed 
"  pray  for  them,  but  as  for  doing  it  vo* 
"  cally,  I  durft  not,  unlefs  it  appeared  at 
"  that  time  to  be  my  duty  fo  to  do." 
They  afked  then  "  Whither  I  intended  to 
"  go  next,5'  I  told  them  "  ToLlambeter 
"  (about  five  miles  off)  where  I  intended 
*■'  to  have  a  meeting  that  afternoon." 
Thither  many  of  them  went. 

When  I  had  got  a  little  way  on  the 
road,  I  was  overtaken  by  one,  who  look- 
ed like  a  gentleman,  on  horfeback,  with 
his  wife  riding  behind  a  man  on  another 
horfe,  he  told  me  "  He  had  come  out  of 

"  Carmar.- 
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cc  Carmarthenshire  fourteen  miles  over 
"  the  hills  to  hear  Daniel  Rowland,  afk- 
"  ing  if  I  fhould  come  into  that  county, 
"  that  if  I  did  he  would  meet  me  any 
"  where  in  it,  if  he  could  know  the  time 
"  and  place ;  but  would  be  better  pleafed 
u  if  I  could  come  and  lodge  a  night  with 
".  him,"  which  I  afterward  did* 

As  I  advanced  a  little  further,  a  certain' 
woman  not  of  our  profeiTion,  invited 
me  and  friends  with  me  to  dine,  and  gave 
us  the  beft  entertainment  in  her  power, 
She  expreffed  with  folidity,  "  She  had 
"  not  underftood  one  word  I  had  faid  ; 
"  but  had  felt  that  which  had  done  her 
4C  heart  good,  as  a  friend  interpreted  her 
u  words  to  me." 

Many  people  flocking  to  Llambeter^ 
the«meeting  was  held  in  the  ftreet.  After 
it  I  parted  with  the  people  in  mutual  af- 
fection, and  returned  to  Llandewy-brevy 
in  company  with  friends  and  others,  t 
was  at  this  time  much  overcome  with  the 
Lord's  goodnefs,  and  thankful  for  the 
aforefaid  difappointment  of  my  defire,  as 
believing  it  to  be  in  the  ordering  of  beft 
wifdom,  for  the  fervice  of  the  day,  being 
filled  with  a  comfortable  hope,  I  was  in 
my  proper  place,  which  caufed  the  tears 
to  run  down  my  cheeks,  naoft  of  the  way* 
Ihad  to  ride. 

Y  2.  Whem 
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When  I  returned  to  my  quarters,  viz, 
the  widow  Evans's  near  Llandewy-brevy, 
a  great  number  of  the  neighbouring  peo- 
ple were  come  thither,  and  an  unexpe&ed 
meeting  enfued,  wherein  feverai  were 
broken,  and  tendered  in  the  time  of  fi- 
lence.  I  briefly  obferved  "  that  it  had 
"  been  made  a  good  day  to  feverai  of  us, 
cc  expreffing  my  defire  that  it  might  be 
"  duly  remembered  by  us*"  And  in  this 
lively  tendernefs  we  took  our  leave  of  one 
another. 

But  alas,  when  I  came  thither  eighteen 
years  after  this,  I  found  little  fign  left  of 
that  fervency  toward  God,  which  then 
feemed  impreffed  on  their  minds.  The* 
enemy  had  got  entrance,  and  too  much 
ftolen  it  away. 

Next  day  I  got  to  John  Goodwin's, 
and  he  told  me  "  he  believed  I  was  come 
u  in  the  right  time,  there  having  been 
"  but  few  at  his  houfe  the  day  before, 
"  by  reafon  of  the  fnow  that  had  fallen 
"  thereabout. "  He  accompanied  me  from 
his  houfe  to  a  meeting  at  the  edge  of 
Shropshire. 

John  told  me  that  his  father  and  mo- 
ther were  both  convinced  of  truth  about 
the  fame  time,  and  received  it  in  the  love 
©f  it.  At  that  time  his  father  was  clerk  of 
the  parifh,  and  matter  of  the  free-fchoo! 

thereof j 
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thereof;  but  upon  his  joining  with  friends, 
and  giving  up  faithfully  to  divine  convic- 
tion, he  was  turned  out  of  both  thefe  pla- 
ces, and  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  hard 
labour,  wherein  his  mother  heartily  join- 
ed: But,  that  himfelf  their  eldeft  child, 
then  well  grown  toward  the  ftate  of  a 
youth,  not  underftanding  their  cafe, 
thought  them  fools  to  turn  Quakers,  and 
refolved  he  would  not  be  like  them  iu. 
that:  Nor  did  they  offer  any  compulfion 
to  him  therein:  But  their  prayers,  put 
up  to  the  Lord  for  him,  were  manifeftly 
anfwered;  and  they  had  in  their  fon  the 
comfort  they  defired.  At  this  time  friends 
were  grown  numerous  in  Wales ;  but  foon 
after,  upon  the  encouragement  given  by 
William  Penn,  moft  of  the  friends  in  fome 
parts  of  this  principality,  removed  and 
fettled  in  Pennfylvania,  and  amongft  the 
reft  John's  father  and  mother,  with  moft 
of  their  children.  From  inclination  he 
would  have  removed  with  them ;  but 
a  higher  power  dire&ed  his  ftay  in  his 
native  land,  and  to  that  he  gave  up  fa- 
ther and  mother  and  every  thing.  This 
good  man  recounted  to  me  the  great  fa- 
vours of  the  Lord  to  him  all  along  to 
that  day,  to  the  following  purport. 

"  When  the  Lord  pointed  out  po6r 
u  Wales  as  a  field  of  labour  for  me,  he 

"  promifed 
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"  promifed  thaft  if  I  was  faithful  to  him 
"  in  it,  he  would  be  with  me  and  favour 
cc  me  therein  :  and  now  I  have  in  my 
u  heart  a  teftimony  for  him  in  my  old 
""  age,  that  he  hath  abundantly  made 
"  good  his  promife  to  me,  both  outwardly 
"  and  inwardly,  far  beyond  what  at  that 
<c  day,  I  could  have  ever  expe&ed." 
Which  favours  in  divers  refpe&s  he  rela- 
ted over  to  me  in  a  very  edifying  thank- 
ful frame  of  mind:  And  fpeaking  of  his 
wife  in  particular,  he  related  the  fteps 
by  which  the  Lord  (whom  they  loved  and 
ferved)  conduced  and  joined  them  toge- 
ther; livelily  adding,  "  I  think  I  may  fay, 
"  if  ever  man  in  the  world  got  his  right 
u  wife,  I  got  mine."  He  further  told  me 
thatrhe  lived  and  maintained  his  family  on 
a  farm  of  four  pounds  a  year,  but  at  length 
had  purchafed  it  and  improved  it,  fo  that 
at  that  time  he  reckoned  it  worth  fix 
pounds  a  yean  The  firft  journey  he  travel- 
led in  the  miniftry,  being  to  vifit  friends 
thro*  Wales,  he  had  then  got  of  clear 
money  above  forty  (hillings  in  all ;  and 
he  was  free  to  fpend  it  (if  there  were  scca- 
fion)in  the  Lord's  fervice,  knowing  that  he 
could  give  him,  <5r  enable  him  to  get  morej 
that  the  firft  time  he  began  to  entertain 
travelling  friends  (moft  of  the  meeting 
being  then  gone  off  to  Pennfylvania)  her 

had 
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had  but  one  bed  which  he  left  to  them, 
he  and  his  wife  taking  up  their  lodging 
in  the  ftable.  Divers  have  been  convin- 
ced by  his  miniflry :  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal worthies  of  our  age  I  have  efteemedi 
him. 

The  foregoing  narrative  of  this  worthy 
elder  was  edifying  and  profitable  to  me, 
not  only  at  the  time,  but  frequently  fince 
in  the  review  and  recollection  thereof: 
and  I  thought  it  worthy  of  recital  as  con- 
veying profitable  inftruclionto  every  clafs 
of  readers  whether  of  high  or  low  degree: 
To  the  former  a  leffon  of  inftru&ion  how. 
humbly  thankful  they  ought  to  be  to  the 
gracious  giver  of  all  good  things,  for  his 
extenfive  bounty  to  them,  when  they  con- 
fider  this  truly  good  man,  in  circumftan- 
ces  we  (hould  reckon  mean  indeed,  and 
a  manner  of  living  fuitable  to  his  circum- 
stances, bearing  a  lively  and  grateful 
teftimony  to  the  goodnefs,  mercy  and 
truth  of  the  Lord  in  his  gracious  dealings 
with  him.  Alfo  when  he  dedicates  his 
little  all  (in  faith)  to  his  Lord's  fervice, 
doth  he  not  in  the  filent  and  reaching  lan- 
guage of  example,  convey  this  intelli- 
gence to  thy  foul,  who  art  bleffed  with 
abundance?  "  Go  thou  and  do  likewife ; 

u  Honour, 
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"  Honour  the  Lord  with  thy  fubjlance  and 
"  the  fir fl  fruits  of  all  thine  encreafe ;  * 
"  Love  mercy ,  and  walk  humbly  with  thy 
"  God;"  f  deeply  pondering  in  thy  heart 
"  How  much  oweji  thou  to  the  Lord? 

And  thofe  of  low  circumftances  from 
hence  may  learn  that  happinefs  is  confined 
to  no  ftation  in  this  life ;  but  is  the  refult 
of  obferving  the  law  of  God  in  the  inward 
parts,  being  (as  it  prefcribes)  content  with 
the  things  which  we  have,  not  minding 
high  things;  btst  reducing  our  defires  to 
the  level  of  our  ftation  in  life,  that  fo 
we  may  fill  it  with  propriety  and  act  our 
parts  well :  If  we  thus  walk  by  the  unerr- 
ing rule  of  truth,  tho'  we  be  efteemed 
poor  in  this  world,  we  {hall  be  rich  in 
faith,  and,  with  this  worthy  man  enjoy 
in  the  obfcurity  of  the  humble  cottage 
what  palaces  too  feldom  afford,  folid  con- 
tent,  the  confolation  of  a  confcience  void' 
of  offence,  and  in  reward  of  well-doing, 
"  the  peace  of  God  that  paffeth  the  un- 
iC  derftandings  of  men/'  The  moft  fplen- 
did  and  extenfive  earthly  poffeffions,  when 
laid  in  the  balance  againft  durable  poffel- 
fions  like  thefe,  are  indeed  as  nothing  and 
lighter  than  vanity. 

Having 

*  Prov4  iff,  9.         \  Micah  vi.  8. 
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Having  parted  with  John  Goodwin, 
I  went  to  Shrewfbury,  Colebrooke-dale, 
Bewdley,  Worcefter,  Birmingham,  Co- 
ventry,  Warwick,  Evefham,  then  back 
by  Worcefter  to  Bromyard,  Hereford, 
Amely  and  into  Radnorshire  in  Wales, 
to  Brinfloyd  and  Talcot.  To  this  laft 
place  came  Mary  Rickaby  of  Yorkfhire 
from  Llandewy-brevy,  much  tired ;  but 
after  a  little  reft  and  refrefhment,  fhe  had 
an  edifying  opportunity  in  the  family  ; 
and  from  hence  fhe,  with  Miriam  Bowen, 
and  her  uncle  Edward  Jones  accompa- 
nied me  to  the  Welch  yearly  meeting,  as 
did  alfo  John  Young  from  Leominfter, 
who  met  me  at  Hereford  ft>r  that  purpofe, 
and  was  an  acceptable  companion. 

Next  morning  we  fet  out  from  Talcot 
about  five  o'clock  and  got  to  Nathaniel 
Anthony's  a  little  after  meeting  time,  a 
meeting  having  been  appointed  before- 
hand there,  to  begin  at  five  in  the  even- 
ing. After  meeting  John  Young  and  I 
went  to  lodge  with  that  couple,  who  had 
before  invited  me  near  Llangeithow,  where 
we  met  with  a  kind  and  cordial  reception, 
and  found  them  fervent  in  defire  after 
godlinefs.  Next  morning  we  met  Mary 
Rickaby,  and  fundry  other  friends  at  John 
Bowen's.    Thence  went  to  an  evening 

meeting 
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meeting  at  Carmarthen,  which  was  large. 
Next  day  being  feventh  day,  we  went  to 
John  Lewis's  houfe  in  the  country;  on 
firft  day  with  him  to  the  meeting  at  Red- 
ftone,  and  in  the  afternoon  were  at  a 
large  meeting  at  Haverford-weft :  And 
from  hence  on  third  day  we  went  to  the 
yearly  meeting  at  Tenby. 

After  the  yearly  meeting,  I  went  by 
Svvanzey  and  Trevereeg  to  Pontipoole, 
being  accompanied  by  good  old  Evan 
Evans,  Thence  by  Shernuton  and  Rofe 
to  Gloucefter,  and  from  thence  round  by 
Oxfordfhire,  Berkshire  and  Wiltlhire  to 
Briftol  yearly  meeting;  and  from  thence 
by  Bath,  Bradford,  Shaftfbury,  Poole, 
Ringwood  and  Southampton  and  the  Iile 
4-of  Wight,  to  that  of  London. 

At  Shaftfbury  the  meeting  had  been 
; pretty  much  dropped  for  feveral  years, 
there  being  none  of  our  .profeffion  left, 
but  an  old  friend  a  tanner  and  his  two 
fillers:  but  at  this  time  feveral  were  in 
part  convinced,  and  thereupon  the  meet- 
ing revived.  I  was  there  on  a  firft  day, 
.and  had  three  meetings  which  were  large. 
The  fecond  day  I  fpent  in  vifiting  families, 
and  in  the  evening  had  a  conclufive  meet- 
ing with  friends,  and  thofe  newly  convin- 
ced. It  was  a  fatisfa&ory  time ;  and  one 
man's  wife  who  had  been  in  great  grief, 

paflion. 
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pafficn  and  bitternefs,  on  account  of  her 
hufbancTs  joining  in  our  profeflion,  was 
herfelf  gained  and  joined  him  and  friends ; 
and  another  woman  likewife  joined  us  at 
the  fame  time:  yet  the  fervency  which 
was  then  felt,  proved  but  of  fhort  dura- 
tion with  feveral  of  them.  However  the 
meeting  hath  continued,  a  new  meeting- 
houfe  was  built  there  fince  that  time,  and 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  county  of 
Dorfet  is  fometimes  held  there. 

On  my  return  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
Thomas  Whitehead  and  Philip  Eliot  met 
me  at  Portfmouth  and  accompanied  me 
thence  to  London,  with  young  Abel  Hollis 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  who  was  then  hope- 
ful, next  day  being  the  fourth  of  the  week 
we  came  to  Alton;  after  meeting  there 
on  fifth  day  we  came  to  an  evening  meet- 
ing at  Godalmin.  Sixth  day  morning 
were  at  a  meeting  at  Guilford.  After 
meeting,  being  joined  by  Samuel  Bownas 
and  Jeremiah  Waring,  we  came  to  Efher, 
and  next  morning  to  London  to  the  year- 
ly meeting. 

In  this  journey  Samuel  Bownas  was 
particularly  kind  and  fatherly  to  ine.  We 
wrere  together  at  Gracious-ftreet  meeting 
on  fir  ft  day  morning,  which  was  a  good 
meeting,  and  wherein  I  was  favoured  in  % 
good  degree. 

Z  Thomas 
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Thomas  Whitehead  and  Philip  Eliot 
accompanied  me  after  the  yearly  meeting 
was  over  to  a  meeting  at  Hertford.  From 
Hertford  I  went  to  Hitchin,  Jordan's, 
High-wiccomb,  &c.  was  at  the  quarterly- 
meeting  at  Okeham  for  the  counties  of 
Leicefter  and  Rutland,  and  at  thofe  at 
Lincoln,  York,  Lancaster  and  Kendal. 

At  this  yearly  meeting  were  no  repre- 
fentatives  from  Ireland,  but  Abraham 
Fuller  and  I.  John  Pirn  of  Edenderry 
and  his  brother  Jofhua  Pirn  of  Mount- 
rath  came  as  far  as  Coventry:  and  there 
the  faid  Jofliua,  a  valuable  friend  and 
elder,  was  vifited  with  a  diftemper,  which 
for  a  time  feemed  dangerous.  He  reco- 
vered, but  not  till  fome  time  after  the 
yearly  meeting  was  over. 

The  like  afterwards  happened  to  ano- 
ther good  friend  and  -elder  Jofeph  Wil- 
liams of  Randal's  Mills,  who  reached  Lon- 
don, and  was  there  by  indifpofition  pre- 
vented frhp  getting  out  to  any  meeting, 
fuch  trialffbeing  fometimes  permitted  for 
the  proving  and  exercifing  the  faith  and 
patience  of  the  Lord's  fervants. 

In  this  journey  I  often  travelled  hard, 
and  had  two  meetings  a  day  wherever  I 
could.  It  took  me  about  five  months. 
AtLincoln  quarterly  meeting  friends  lodg- 
ed 
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ed  at  inns:  I  don't  remember  that! 
knew  one  friend  there,  but  John  Scott 
from  Leeds,  and  May  Drummond.  It 
being  now  about  midfummer,  the  pub- 
lic meeting  began  at  twelve  o'clock,  their 
men's  meeting  about  two,  and  ended  be- 
fore four.  In  thofe  two  meetings  I  had 
been  (hut  up.  I  met  with  an  elderly  friend 
and  afked  him,  how  friends  fpent  the  refi- 
due  of  the  long  evening,  he  anfwered  "  In- 
cc  converfing  together  or  taking  a  walk  or 
"  the  like."  I  told  him  "  I  thought  it 
"  was  a  pity,  confidering  the  large  nu.n-» 
"  ber  of  young  people  come  together  from 
"  fundry  parts  of  the  county,  that  I 
"  thought  the  end  would  be  better  an- 
u  fwered,  by  fome  religious  opportunity, 
ic  or  meeting,  that  might  tend  to  ediii- 
"  cation,  and  be  of  benefit  to  fome  at 
u  leaft."  He  replied  "  They  ufed  to  have 
"  evening  meetings;  but  being  on  one 
u  hand  much  infefted  with  rude  people, 
4C  and  on  the  other  too  often  weakly 
4;  conducted,  they  proved  diifatisfactorv; 
"  and  for  thefereafonsfriends  had  thought 
"  it  beft  to  difcontinue  them." 

Hereupon  we  were  called  in  to  dinner; 
but  I  had  little  appetite:  after  dinner  I 
was  called  out.  Some  of  the  elders  had 
drawn  together,  and  upon  my  coming  to 
them,  fignified  if  I  had  a  concern  for  aa 

evening 


So      .        The   LIFE   of 

evening  meeting,  that  they  were  willing 
to  appoint  one  to  begin  at  the  fixth  hour. 
I  was  afraid  yet  durft  not  refufe  the  pro- 
pofal,  fo  upon  my  affenting,  the  meeting 
was  appointed,  it  was  much  crowded,  and 
the  life  and  power  of  truth  was  in  domi- 
nion, which  eafed  my  mind  of  its  burden 
and  filled  it  with  thankfulnefs. 

From  hence  John  Scott,  May  Drum- 
mond  and  I,  came  together  with  divers- 
other  friends  to  a  meeting  at  Gainfbo- 
rough,  and  on  the  firft  day  after,  were  at 
the  general  meeting  at  Warnfworth,  where 
we  met  with  Jofeph  Storr.  From  thence 
John  Scott  and  I  came  together  to  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Leeds,  where  we  met 
with  our  valuable  ancient  friend  William 
Slater.  From  Leeds  I  went  in  company 
with  William  Hird  and  his  wife  to  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Knarefborough,  at 
which  was*  John  Fothergill,  and  from 
thence  to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  York, 
to  which  came  in  particular  John  Richard- 
fon,  expected  by  few, having  been  thought 
to  be  near  death  for  fome  time  before,  but 
being  recovered  a  little,  tho'  Hill  very 
feeble  in  body,  but  ftrong  in  faith,  and 
warm  in  love  to  God  and  the  brethren,  in 
a  journey  of  three  days,  which  he  had 
ufed  to  accompli fh  in  one    or    lefs,    he 

reached 
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reached  this  city>  to  have  one  more  fo- 
leran  opportunity  with  his  friends  ar  this 
meeting. 

In  the  meeting  of  minifters  the  good 
old  man  was  enlarged  in  much  weighty 
and  pertinent  counfel  in  the  clear  opening 
of  Gofpel  light,  but  the  public  meetings 
were  much  hurt  by  raw  and  forward  pub* 
lie  appearances. 

From  York  I  came  with  Mary  Slater  to 
Skipton,  and  from  thence  was  accompa- 
nied by  John  Binns  to  a  general  meeting 
at  Croihabooth,  where  I  met  with  Samuel 
Fothergill,  Margaret  Birtwhiftle  ( after 
wards  married  to  Jonathan  Rain)  and 
Sarah  Routh,  who  afterwards  married 
William  Taylor:  next  day  in  company 
with  the  two  lad  to  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing at  Lancafter.. 

Here  in  the  meeting  of  minifters  Mar- 
garet Birtwhiftle  appeared  livelily  and 
very  fuitably:  but  a  young  man  and  one 
elder  than  he,  by  their  public  appear- 
ances hurt  the  meeting. 

When  I  reached  Whitehaven,  I  there 
met  Sufanna  Morris  and  Elizabeth  Mor- 
gan of  Pennfylvania  juft  landed  from  Dub- 
lin having  vifited  Ireland.  Sufanna  Morris 
was  a  good  old  woman  and  a  found  minif- 
ter,whofe  faith  was  remarkably  tried;  hav- 
ing twice  fuffered  fhipwreck  on  the  coaft 
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of  Ireland  and  once  (as  I  have  heard)  on 
the  weftern  coaft  of  Europe;  yet  was  pre- 
ferred by  that  power  and  providence  on 
which  fhe  relied,  and  her  faith  not  weak- 
ened thereby. 

One  time  it  happened  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  the  other  time  off  Dungarvan, 
when,  (as  I  have  been  credibly  inform- 
ed) after  hanging  fome  hours  in  the  fhip's 
fhrouds,  apparently  in  imminent  danger 
of  being  fvvept  away  by  the  waves  every 
minute,  and  the  ftorm  continuing  fo  vio- 
lent that  no  boatmen  durft  venture  out 
to  their  relief,  a  popifh  prieft  was  made 
the  inftrument  of  her  prefervation,  who 
by  his  influence  and  authority  roufed  fome 
of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  rifque  of  their 
lives  to  attempt  the  relief  of  her  and 
others,  which  they  providentially  effected, 
and  brought  her  and  Jofeph  Taylor  par- 
ticularly, iafe  afhore. 

When  I  landed  from  Whitehaven  at 
Dublin,  I  there  received  a  letter  from 
my  brother,  informing  me  that  their  next 
province  meeting  was  to  be  at  Limerick 
next  firft  day.  Garret  Haffen  accom- 
panying me,  we  left  Dublin  on  fourth 
day  morning  and  came  tfyat  evening  to 
Samuel  Neale's  at  Chriflian's  town,  and 
were  next  day  at  the  week-day  meeting 
at  Rathangan,  and  after  meeting  went  to 

John 
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John  Ridgeway's  at  Ballycairol;  next  day 
we  reached  Rofcrea,   and  Limerick  the 
day  following.    At  this  province  meeting 
I  was  prevailed  on  to  (lay  and  join  in  a 
vint   to  friends'  families,  towards  which. 
fervice  Garret  had  before  expreffed  fome 
concern  on  his  mind.     We  were  accom- 
panied  by  Joflma   Beale  of  Cork,  John 
Philips,  George  Peafe  and  William  liich- 
ardfon  of  Limerick.     It  proved  a  memo- 
rable feafon:  The  pure  influence  of  truth 
having  prevaled  in  the  preceeding   pro- 
vince   meeting,  had  fo  prepared  friends' 
minds,  that  we  found  in  general  great 
opennefs  and  in  fome  families  fcarce  a  dry 
eye.    No  hardneis,  that-  i  .  ^-*nra?er,  ap- 
peared, except  in  one  family :   and  the 
head  of  that  family,  being  an  eager  pur- 
fuer  of  the  world,  in  fome  time  after  failed 
confiderably  in  debt.    From  thence  I  came 
flraight  home  to  Cork. 

On  the  whole  of  this  long  journey,  and 
my  third  with  a  certificate,  I  have  this 
observation  to  make.  In  my  two  firft 
journeys  being  much  among  tender  reli- 
gious friends,  my  labour  was  eafy  and 
edifying,  and  I  often  had  great  confola- 
tion,  and  divine  fatisfaction  among  them: 
but  in  this  lad,  coming  to  many  places 
that  were  poor  and  flat,  as  to  the  life  of 
religion,  and  where  other  things  more  pre- 
vailed. , 


84  The    LIFE   of 

vailed,  I  often  had  fuKcring  feafons,  and 
came  off  but  poorly. 

In  the  next  fu miner  after  my  return,  I 
removed  from  Cork  (leaving  my  faid  bro- 
ther John  Gough  there  in  my  place)  into 
Leinfter  province,  and  fettled  near  Mount- 
melick. 

I  have  good  reafon  to  believe  that  I 
followed  right  direction,  and  the  gracious 
call  of  divine  good n eft,  in  this  removal, 
on  divers  accounts,  as  in  the  good  hand 
of  God,  the  author  of  all  good,  it  prov- 
ed a  bleffing  both  to  my  wife  and  myidf. 
There  lived  hereaway  at  that  time  divers 
valuable  fpiritually  minded  friends,  thro* 
wnuit  l<.hUo,.  r^rrard,  counfel  and  help  we 
gained  frcfh  good,  and  to  whom  we  felt 
great  nearnefs  of  heart,  and  dear  affec- 
tion, in  the  pure  love  of  the  one  eternal 
fpirit. 

Here  I  tried  fomething  of  the  linen* 
bufinefs,  but  found  myfelf  fo  unfit  for 
dealing  with  the  common  people,  that  I 
faw  (notwithftanding  the  kind  affiftance 
of  fome  friends)  I  v,as  not  like  to  gain 
any  thing  by  following  this  bufincfs.  And 
as  I  had  little  elfe  at  prefent  for  a  liveli- 
hood, it  fometimes  fpread  a  dejedicn  over 
my  mind.  Such  difpenfations  are  hum- 
bling, deeply  exerciiing  our  faith  and  pa- 
tience, and  proving  our  foundation  and 

our 
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our  confidence  in  divine  protection,  and 
reliance  on  heavenly  help.  They  are 
what  we  generally  call  trials;  and  fo  they 
are:  but  when  we  confider  that  the  earth 
is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulnefs  thereof,  and 
that  the  cattle  of  a  thoufand  hills  are  his ; 
are  not  his  favours  trials  as  well  as  his 
chaftifements  ?  Affluence  appears  to  me 
a.  trial  as  well  as  difcouraging  outward 
profpects ;  but  a  trial  of  a  different  nature, 
that  is  of  our  fidelity  as  ftewards  of  the 
mercies  of  God,  to  whom  we  are  all  to  be 
accountable  for  the  discharge  of  the  truft 
he  hath  inverted  us  with,  that  we  confume 
them  not  upon  our  lufls,  as  if  that  was  our 
own,  which  was  given  us  to  do  good  with, 
and  be  helpful  to  others  who  may  ftand 
in  need ;  and  as  the  funfhine  of  profperity 
is  apt  to  lift  men  up  too  high  into  a  ftate  of 
inconfideratenefs  and  diffipation,  I  have 
thought  it  as  a  trial,  whereby  we  are  un- 
der greater  danger  and  temptation  :  and 
have  a  greater  erofs  to  take  up  to  be  what 
we  ought  to  be,  than  in  humbler  ftations. 
It  has  not  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  much 
proved  with  trials  of  this  kind,  and  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  divine  wifdom,  whjD  or- 
ders all  things  well,  knew  bed  what  was 
beft  for  me.  For  when  profpefts  of  things 
were  pleafing  I  was  too  prone  to  be  too 
much  elevated,  and  therefore  needed  tc 

be 
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be  brought  and  kept  low :  but  in  the 
mid  ft  of  my  difcouragement,  a  door  of 
hope  often  opened  to  me,  from  the  inter- 
nal evidence  and  periuafion  of  my  being, 
in  my  right  place,  and  of  faith  that  all 
things  would  work  together  for  good,  if 
we  were  preferved  thro5  all  to  love  and 
fear  the  Lord,  and  fo  I  humbly  truft  it 
proved.  For  my  wife  under  the  like  dif- 
couragement being  brought  low  in  her 
mind,  it  proved  in  the  hand  of  God  a 
good  ftep  to  her  to  the  more  certain  en- 
joy nent  of  his  bleifed  prefence,  and  the 
comforts  of  his  good  fpirit :  She  meeting 
with  the  like  precious  vifitation  here,  as 
I  had  done  before  in  BriftoL,  which  made 
us  partakers  together,  of  the  fweet fenfe 
of  the  gracious  regard  of  him  that  is  above 
all,  and  clofely  linked  us  together  in  true 
unity,  and  deep  thankfulnels,  which  often 
raifed  in  us  (to  our  unfpeakable  joy)  the 
cheering  hope  of  a  dwelling-place,  with 
the  fanftified  of  the  1  ord  in  the  regions 
of  blifs.  May  I  never  forget  fuch  feafons 
of  unmerited  mercy  and  goodpefs. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  next  year,  my 
mind  was  again  drawn  to  vifitfome  parts 
of  Cumberland  and  Weftmoreland.  John 
Pirn  of  Lackah  and  his  wife  offered  me 
their  eldeft  fon  Mofes  for  a  companion, 
which  I  accepted.    We  met  at  his  brother. 

in-law 
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in-law  Samuel  Neale's  at  Chriftian's  to^n. 
Thence  we  went  next  day  fome  miles  out 
of  our  way  to  fee  our  dear  friend  Mary 
Peifly  b^in^  at  that  time  in  affliction. 

She  had  been  a  gay  young  woman,  but 
in  the  ymthful  years  of  her  gaiety,  (he 
was  favoured  with  a  powerful  and  prevail- 
ing vifitation  of  divine  love,  and  giving 
up  faithfully  10  the  heavenly  vifion,  fhe 
became  a  veffel  of  honour  in  the  matter's 
houfe,  receiving  a  gift  in  the  miniftry, 
and  being  reverently,  watchfully  and  live- 
lily  exercifed  therein  to  the  edification  of 
friends  where  her  lot  was  caft.  She  was 
indeed  an  ufeful  member  and  a  fhining 
ornament  to  the  church. 

I  am  ready  to  conclude,  that  none  in 
our  day,  from  the  time  of  this  the  effec- 
tual vifitation  of  Chrift  to  her  foul,  ad- 
hered with  more  fteadinefs  to  his  guidance, 
through  a  variety  of  probations.  She  was 
.mod  part  of  her  time  a  member  of  the 
fame  monthly  meeting  with  myfelf.  Of- 
ten were  we  together  in  public  meetings  j 
often  on  family  vifits. 

She  vifited  friends  in  England,  Ireland 
and  North  America  pretty  generally;  and 
foon  after  her  return  from  her  laft  journey 
married  our  friend  Samuel  Neale,  and  ia 
a  few  days  after  departed  this  life.  I  at- 
tended both  at  her  marriage  and  her  fu- 

neral5 
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neral,  and  am  fatisfied  that  flie  is  gone  to 
enjoy  for  ever  the  reward  of  a  well-fpent 
life,  very  much  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  the  promotion  of  truth  upon 
earth. 

After  this  vifit  of  friendship,  we  got  to 
Dublin  on  feventh  day  evening,  and  there 
on  enquiry  I  was  informed  at  ieveral  pla- 
ces, that  the  whole  fleet  of  Whitehaven 
vfhips  had  gone  off  that  day ;  but  in  my 
return  from  the  quay  (accompanied  by 
my  kind  landlord  Thomas  Strangman) 
met  a  man,  who  told  us  there  was  one 
prevented  from  getting  off.  So  I  flayed 
the  two  meetings  in  Dublin  the  next  day, 
and  had  a  fatisfaftory  time  with  my  dear 
friends  there.  After  dinner  on  fecond  day 
we  embgrked,and  on  third  day  about  noon 
landed  at  Whitehaven.  That  afternoon 
I  went  to  John  Harris's,  and  next  morn- 
ing fet  off  with  him  and  his  wife,  a  va- 
luable minifter,  to  the  quarterly  meeting 
at  Carlifle. 

One  thing  appeared  to  me  pleafingly 
remarkable  at  that  time.  By  reafon  or 
wet  weather,  people  there  were  backward 
at  their  country  work,  and  then  very 
bufy,  yet  feveral  of  the  men,  put  for- 
ward their  wives  to  go  to  the  quarterly 
meeting,  as  they  intended  themfelves  to 
the  northern  yearly  meeting  to  be  at  Ken- 

dal 
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dal  about  two  weeks  from  that  time.  We 
were  that  day  pretty  many  in  company, 
but  more  women  than  men,  tho'  both  the 
roads  and  the  weather  were  but  indiffer~ 
ent.  Hence  I  concluded  that  no  other 
motive,  but  that  of  religious  defire  drew 
them  from  home.  It  affetted  my  mind, 
and  made  me  hope  for  a  good  meet- 
ing. The  widow  of  our  worthy  friend 
Robert  Atkinfon,  then  about  eighty  years 
of  age,  with  two  other  elderly  women 
walked  on  foot  eight  miles  to  it. 

On  fifth  day  the  quarterly  meeting  be- 
gan, and  on  fixth  day  ended,  and  was  a 
large  and  good  meeting.  On  feventh  day 
I  reached  Kendal,  and  vifited  meetings 
thereaway  till  the  yearly  meeting  ;  and 
after  it  fpent  a  few  days  thereabout,  took 
leave  of  my  poor  mother,  and  never  faw 
either  the  place  of  my  nativity  or  her 
any  more.  She  lived  only  about  two  or 
three  years  after  this,  and  was  favoured 
in  her  latter  days  with  peace  and  quiet; 
which  was  mercifully  continued  to  her  iaft 
end. 

This  journey  began  well,  like  all  my 
others;  bitf,  alas!  it  did  not  fo  continue 
.and  end,  for  want  of  my  fteadily  adhering 
to  the  all-wife  guide  in  my  whole  conduct. 
Yet  I  received  inftruftion  from  it,  and 
Warned  to  exerciie  more  care  in  fome 
A  a  things* 
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things,  wherein  I  faw  I  had  miffed  my 
way. 

1  embarked  at  Whitehaven  for  Dublin; 
but  we  were  driven  to  the  north,  and  put 
hito  Carlingford  about  fifty  miles  from 
Dublin.  The  paffengers  were  three  men 
and  three  women,  and  this  being  a  poor 
place,  we  could  only  get  two  mean 
wretched  horfes,  on  which  we  helped  the  # 
women  by  turns  to  Dundaik  about  eight  # 
or  ten  miles.  From  Dundaik  we  hired 
three  horfes,  which  carried  double  well  to 
Drogheda  where  we  lodged.  Here  were 
no  horfes  to  be  met  with.  So  meeting 
with  a  return  chaife  I  agreed  for  the  three 
women  to  go  in  it,  and  myfelf  letting  for- 
ward on  foot  in  company  with  one  of  the 
paffengers,  I  arrived  in  Dublin  in  good 
time,  anS  was  at  the  half  year's  meeting 
there  which  was  a  fatisfa&ory  feafon. 

Still  feeing  little  or  no  profpeQ:  of  get- 
ting any  thing  by  the  linen-bufinefs,  one 
morning  Thomas  Boake  fchoolmafter  of 
Mountmelick  came  to  acquaint  me,  that 
the  doftor  had  told  him  he  mull;  quit  the 
fichool  or  lofe  his  life  (being  then  in  a  bad 
ftate  of  health,)  and  to  advife  with  me  and 
others  thereupon.  He  foon  quitted  it,  and 
I  fucceeded  him,  in  a  fchool  poor  indeed, 
as  I  found  it,  at  my  firfl  entering  upon  it; 
for  except  a  few  friends  whofe  children  I 

had, 
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iiad,  who  duly  paid  me,  mod  of  the  reft 
put  me  off  with  promifes,  few  of  which 
were  ever  performed;  fo  that  a  dull  prof- 
pect  ftill  threatened,  and  looking  back  in 
my  mind  to  both  Briftol  and  Cork,  I 
thought  it  a  ftrange  condition  to  which 
I  was  now  reduced:  yet  hope  in  the  Lord 
fometime  fupported  and  cheered  my  mind; 
and  it  was  not  long  till  things  began  to 
wear  a  better  face;  for  firft  fome  friends 
of  Dublin,  and  afterwards  others  from 
other  parts  fent  their  fons  to  board  with 
us,  till  we  had  above  twenty  boys  board- 
ed in  our  houfe,  for  whom  we  were  welL 
and  duly  paid. 

About  ten  years  after  our  marriage,  my 
wife  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  ve 
named  John,  and  in  a  few  days  after,  fhe 
departed  this  life.  For  about  two  years 
before  her  deceafe  fhe  had  been  engaged 
a  little  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry ;  but 
her  principal  fervice  was  in  friends'  fami- 
lies and  in  the  women's  meetings  (in  which 
her  fervice  was  much  miffed,  when  fhe 
was  removed.)  She  died  in  a  fweet  frame 
of  mind,  and  in  near  unity  with  good 
friends.  . 

My  brother  had  married  at  Youghal  a 

relation  of  my  wife's,  upon  whofe  death2 

he  and  his  wife  came  into  my  houfe  at 

defire;  and  in  the  winter 'following 

I  vifitcd 
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I  vifited  Ulfler  province  pretty  fully  and 
thoroughly,  being  at  fundry  meetings 
twice  over;  in  this  journey  I  was  favoured 
with  the  company  of  old  Robert  Richard- 
fon  many  miles,  and  to  many  meetings, 
in  fevere  weather,  and  he  about  eighty- 
four  years  of  age, 

I  had  a  particular  concern  to  have  a 
meeting  in  the  town  of  Belfaft:  I  con- 
fulted  Robert  upon  it;  but  he  did  not  en- 
courage it,  not  one  of  our  profeffion  liv- 
ing in  that  town ;  He  faid  he  had  been  at 
fundry  meetings  there,  but  few  of  them 
proved  to  fatisfa&ion.  So  I  left  the  mat- 
ter for  fome  days ;  but  the  concern  fol- 
lowed me  (till.  And  it  opened  in  my 
mind,  that  if  I  would  have  the  bread  of 
life  to  my  foul,  I  muft  go  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  me  to  receive  it,  viz.  to  Belfafh 

I  thereupon  confulted  fundry  other 
friends,  all  of  whom  approved  of  it.  Up- 
on application  the  town  hall  was  obtained 
for  it,  and  fitted  up  with  feats  of  deal- 
boards*  Sundry  friends  attended  from  the 
meetings  of  Ballinderry,  Lifburn,  Hillf- 
borough,  and  Newtown,  particularly  from 
Lifburn  feveral  friends  accompanied  me, 
andold  Robert  couki  not  be  eafy  without 
coming  along  in  the  rear  of  the  company; 
he  fat  next  to  me  on  the  juftices'  bench-. 

The  magistrates  were  fo  favourable,  a& 
to  order  the  conftables  to  (land  at  the  doo^ 
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to  keep  out  the  rabble:  The  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  upper  rank  with  their  wives 
and  children  came  to  it  in  a  decent  folid 
manner. 

I  had  had  a  great  weight  and  fear  on  my 
mind  refpetting  the  undertaking ;  but  pro- 
ceeding on  the  foundation  hinted  above j 
a  fteady  hope  and  reverent  dependence 
on  the  Almighty  flayed  my  mind,  and  I 
thought  my  friends  felt  for  me,  and  felt 
unity  of  heart  with  me..  The  meeting 
was  eminently  favoured  with  the  clear 
light  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  fweet  fenfe 
and  enjoyment  of  divine  life  and  good- 
nefs.  After  the  meeting,  Robert  in  a  ten- 
der thankful  frame  of  mind  exprefied  his 
fatisfaction,  as  did  divers  other  friends. 
It  proved  a  good  day,  honourable  to  the 
caufe  of  truth,  and  affording  folid  joy  to 
us,  who  attended  that  meeting,  which  had 
been  crowned  with  the  divine  prefence. 

After  this  I  had  meetings  of  the  like 
kind  at  Dangannon,  Moira,  and  LegU 
curry  or  Rich-hill,  all  of  them  open,  and 
comfortable.  And  indeed  in  this  vifit  to 
TJlfter  province,  I*was  favoured  often  with 
the  fupporting  evidence  of  my  being  under 
right  direction.  It  had  been  on  my  mind 
for  fome  years  before,  and  I  thought  I hadi 
.  waited  till  the  right  time, 

I  was- 
A  a  a 
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I  was  accompanied  in  this  journey  ma- 
ny miles  and  to  many  meetings  by  my 
efleemed  friend  Thomas  Greer,  whofe 
company  was  truly  acceptable;  alfo  by 
my  dear  friend  Sufanna  Hatton  to  fuch 
meetings  as  fhe  could  get  out  convenietly 
to  attend. 

Sometime  after  I  alfo  vifited  Munfter. 
province,  accompanied  by  my  friend  John 
rim  of  Lackah. 

About  this  time  the  Methodifts  had  got 
fome  footing  in  fundry  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  in  Mountmelick  in  particular:  John 
Curtis,  a  friend  of  Briitol,  who  had  been 
one  of  them  about  a  year,  having  been 
afterwards  convinced  of  our  principles, 
and  received  a  gift  of  the  miniltry,  came 
over  upon  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  in 
Ireland,  amongfl  whom  his  fervice  was 
very  acceptable^ 

I  was  with  him  at  a  large  meeting  in 
the  court  houle  in  Athy,  another  in  the 
affembly-room  at  Athlone,  and  at  feveral 
others  wfiich  were  very  large.  He  ap- 
peared in  inwardnefs  of  mind  to  attend 
upon  his  gift,  and  follow  its  leading;  and 
concluded  his  fervice  in  Ireland  with  ail 
epillle  to  friends  whom  he  had  vifited* 
^hich  the  national  meeting  ordered  to  be 
printed^ 

I  mention 
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I  mention  this  by  reafon  of  what  fol- 
lows. 

One  afternoon  John  Wefley  made  hia 
firft  entrance  into  Mountmelick,  attended 
by  a  large  company  on  horfeback  of  thofo 
who  joined  him  in  fociety.  As  feveral  of 
their  minifters  had  been  here  before,  fome 
of  whom  had  invited  me  to  come,  and 
bring  my  family,  to  hear  them  preach  the 
gofpel,  I  had  not  as  yet  found  freedom  to 
go:  but  hearing  that  John  Wefley  was  to 
preach  that  evening  in  the  open  market- 
place, I  was  not  eafy  to  avoid  going.  So 
I  went,  and  (landing  at  a  friend's  fhop- 
door,  I  heard  him  begin  with  the  follow- 
ing preamble  or  introduction: 

"  Before  I  unfold  to  you  the  oracles  o£ 
"  God  I  muft  firft  remove  a  ftumbiing- 
f*  block  out  of  the  way^  which  is  this  j 
16  I  underftand  one  John  Curtis  from  Brif- 
f*  tolhath  of  late  been  travelling  in  thefe 
*  parts,  and  endeavouring  to  lay  wafte 
"  that  good  wrork,  which  it  hath  pleafed 
"  God  to  carry  on  by  our  hands,  giving  out 
"  that  he  was  formerly  a  Methodift  and  ac* 
ft  quainted  with  me.  Now  he  never  was  a 
"  Methodift  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  think 
"  he  could  not  be  one  in  or  about  Brificl 
"  without  it :  And  as  to  any  acquaintance 
"  with  the  faid  John  Curtis,  I  folemnly 
**  declare  Lnever  had  any  j  only  I  remem* 
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"  ber  being  twice  in  his  company  occa- 
"  fionally,  about  eight  years  ago.  I  hope 
"  no  man  will  account  me  an  offender  for 
"  fpeaking  the  truth.  If  George  Fox 
u  were  here  he  wouid  embrace  me  for  it." 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  his  introduc- 
tion in  the  fame  words,  or  very  nearly  the 
fame,  in  which  he  delivered  it,  for  I  gave 
good  attention  to  this  part.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  what  he  called  linfolding  the 
oracles  of  God,  which  I  thought  was 
ftamping  the  matter  far  too  high.. 

That  evening  I- got  two  friends  to  ac- 
company me  to  his  lodging  to  fpeak  to 
him  hereupon.  At  the  firft  mentioning  of 
the  fubjed  he  discovered  fome  warmth. 
"  I  tell  you  John  Curtis  has  done  more 
M  harm  in  his  journey-,  thro*  thefe  parts, 
*'  than  ever  he  will  do  good  as  long  as 
"  he  lives.  He  has  gone  about  fcatter- 
M  ing  poifon*"  This  high  charge  he  un- 
dertook to  prove  thus:  "  What  poifon 
"  is  to  the  body,  that  bigotry  is  to  the 
11  mind;-  but  John  Cwrtis  has  been  induf- 
44  trious  to  fow  bigotry,  that  is  to  fow  dif- 
"  affe&ion  in  the  hearts  of  chriftians  to* 
"  ward  one  another,  barely  on  account 
"  of  difference  in  opinion." 

To  all  this  I  replied  to  the  following 
import  "  I  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  John 
"  Curtis  till  he  came  into  thefe   pans5 

"  fmce 
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"  fince  which  I  had  made  ufe  of  the  op- 
"  portunity  of  contracting  an  acquain- 
"  tance  with  him,  and  being  pretty  much 
44  in  his  company,  I  have  known  him  to 
"  be  influenced  with  the  univerfal  love  of 
"  God,  and  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 
"  propagate  the  fame  in  others.  This 
4C  thou  canft  never  call  fcattering  poifon ; 
44  and  if  my  account  differ  from  thine,  fo 
44  doth  the  foundation  on  which  it  is  built. 
u  For  thine  is  only  upon  hear-fay,  which 
44  is  too  flender  a  foundation  whereupon 
44  publicly  to  afperfe  any  man's  charafter 
44  who  is  not  prefent  to  anfwer  and  vindi- 
44  cate  himfelf."  At  this  he  feemed  fome- 
what  confuted,  and  acknowledged  that  he 
had  not  duly  confidered  that  part  of  the 
matter;  but  thought  he  might  depend  on 
the  fundry  repealed  informations,  he  had 
received  from  different  quarters. 

44  I  farther  obferved  to  him  that  he 
44  ought  to  have  duly  regarded  our  Lord's 
44  directions  not  to  judge,  &c.  For  if  any 
44  good  is  done  it  is  the  Lord  that  doth  it, 
44  and  in  what  way,  and  by  what  inftru- 
44  ments  he  pleafes;  and  therefore  all  the 
46  glory  of  it  is  due  to  him  alone,  and  no 
44  part  of  that  glory  or  honour  to  any  in- 

ftrument,  which  can  do  nothing  of  it- 
44  fett,  and  that  it  would  be  a  fin  in  any 
if-  inftrument  to  take  to  itfelf  what  was 

"  dua 


<< 
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"  due  to  God  only:  and  that  if  John  Curtis 
"  faithfully  did  what  the  Lord  directed,  he 
"  would  be  accepted,  tho*  no  fhining  out- 
"  ward  effects  fhould  anfe  from  it." 

"  And  in  regard  to  what  thou  haft  al- 
"  ledged  of  his  fowing  difaffettion  in  the 
"  hearts  of  Chrl/lians,    towards  one  ano~ 
"  ther,    barely  on  account  of  difference  in- 
*'  opinion;  fomething  occurs  to  me  on  that 
"  head,  which  is  that  John  Curtis  might. 
u  be  endued  with  a  fenfe  of  the  danger,. 
u  which  fome  might  be  in  of  magnifying 
"  and  extolling  certain  men    inftead  of 
"  giving  all  glory  to  God;  and  might  ap- 
"  prehend  it  to  be  his  duty  to  caution  and 
"  guard  them  againft  that  danger,  which 
6C  might  be  mifconftrued  by  fome,  as  feek- 
*■  ing  to  fow  difaffe£tion  toward  thofe  men 
"  and  their  adherents  ;■"  or  to  this  effect. 

This  opportunity  concluded  peaceably, 
with  John  Weiley's  acknowledging, "  that 
€^  it  had  been  to  his  edification,  and  that- 

*  he  therefore  wiihed  he  could  get  the  like 
"  opportunities  with  our  friends  morefre- 
"  quently;  that  he  faw  fome  things  in  a 

*  clearer  light  than  he  had  doae  before, 
4C  and  that  he  would  never  fay  any  thing 
"  againft  John  Curtis  publicly  again, 
<c  unlefs  he  adminiftered  a  real  foundation. 
"  for  it."  I  heard  he  had  the  day  before 
made  the  fame  preamble,  or  to  the  fame 

purport 
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purport  before  his  fermon  at  Edenderry, 
and  would  probably  have  gone  on  fo  from 
place  to  place. 

I  writ  to  John  Curtis  hereupon,  who 
anfwered  that  he  never  pretended  to,  nor 
ever  fpoke  of  his  having  any  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  John  Wefley ;  but  that  he 
was  regularly  a  methodiit  for  fome  time, 
he  fent  me  a  certificate,  figned  by  feveral 
of  the  fame  fraternity,  and  fome  other 
teftimonials 

Hereupon  he  writ  to  John  Wefley,  and 
fent  me  over  copies  of  the  letters  that  paf- 
fed  between  them.  I  did  not  fee  that  this 
paper-war,  if  continued,  would  be  likely4 
to  ferve  any  good  purpofe,  and  fo  I  wrote 
to  him,  and  it  dropped.  And  all  the  ufe 
I  made  of  the  above-faid  teftimonials  was 
occafionally  to  fliew  them  to  fome  of  the 
methodifts  and  to  one  of  their  minifters. 

I  wras   glad  to  fee  fome  in  that  part 

akened  out  of  their  fleep  of  darknefs5 
to  a  thoughtfulnefs  about  their  fouls,  and 
fincerely  vwifhed  the  increafe  and  promo- 
tion, of  folid  piety:  but  I  had  opportunity 

-  bferve  there  that  thofe  who  were  inno- 
cent and  well-minded  before  have  conti- 
nued the  moft  fteady  and  circumfpeft  in 
their  conduft;  that  thofe  who  had  before 
gone  into  grofs  pollutions,  being  induced 

to 
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to  believe  that  regeneration  was  an  inftan- 
taneous,  not  a  gradual  work,  did  not 
fufficiently  remain  under  repentance,  to 
fet  it  have  its  perfed  work;  and  that  in- 
ftead  of  preffing  forward  after  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  inward  life,  denying  felf,  and 
a  conformity  to  this  world  in  its  corrup- 
tions, in  language  and  practice,  their  zeal 
too  much  fettled  in  the  frequency  of  their 
meetings,  hearing  fermons,  praying,  Ting- 
ing, reading,  and  treafuring  up  fcripture 
texts  and  paffages  in  their  memories,  talk- 
ing them  over  too  lightly  and  cuftomarily, 
in  conversation,  which  rendered  thefe  di- 
vine truths  like  fait  without  the  proper  fa- 
vour, taking  from  them  the  awful  weight 
and  dignity  due  to  them. 

By  thefe  means  chriftian  fortitude  for 
ftanding  ftedfafi  in  a  reverent  fimplicity 
and  holy  vigilance  foon  retired ;  a  filent 
dependance  on  Chrift  the  true  teacher  was 
irkfome,  and  that  dependence  which  was 
due  to  him  mifplacedon  fallible  men.  The 
confequence  was  a  dwindling,  a  blaft  on 
the  firft  buddings  of  heavenly  defires,  a 
decay  of  the  divine  life:  and  many  of 
them  foon  returned,  like  the  fow  that  was 
wafhed,  to  wallow  in  the  mire  and  filth  of 
tranfgr effion  again ;  and  threw  off  the  af- 
fectation, the  infipid,  and  forfeiting  talk 
of  religion^  the  form  of  godlinefs,  which 

they 
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they  had  too  much  gloried  in,  for  want  of 
humbly  abiding  under  the  purifying  pow- 
er thereof. 

Sometime  after  this  a  vacancy  falling 
out  in  the  city  of  Dublin  by  the  death  of 
John  Beetham  friends'  fchoolmafter  there, 
and  the  return  of  George  Routh  (who  had 
tried  the  place  after  him)  to  England, 
my  brother  being  encouraged  by  friends 
there  to  take  up  the  charge  of  that  fchool, 
feerned  inclined  thereto,  and  as  the  prof- 
peft  feemed  promifing,  I  freely  afiented  to 
his  removal,  altho'  thereby  I  was  left 
fingly  to  undergo  the  labour  and  care  of 
a  large  family  of  boarders,  in  which  he  and 
his  wife  had  been  ufeful  affiftants  fince  the 
death  of  my  wife.  This  induced  me  to 
think  of  marrying  again,  and  accordingly 
I  married  Elizabeth  Barnes,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Barnes,  of  Waterford.  About 
two  weeks  after  our  marriage  we  went  to- 
gether to  the  fummer  half  year's  meeting 
in  Dublin.  In  our  way  thither  we'fpent 
the  firft  day  among  our  friends  at  Tima- 
hoe,  it  being  the  laft  meeting  there  to  ma- 
ny of  them.  For  in  a  few  days  after,  feve- 
ral  of  their  families  came  to  Dublin  to 
embark  for  North  Carolina,  to  fettle  up- 
on my  coufin  Arthur  Dobbs's  lands  there, 
who  was  their  landlord  at  Timahoe,  and 
who  upon  my  application,  had  offered  to 
B  b  me 
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me  for  life,  ana  afrer  it  to  my  fon  John 
and  his  heirs  one  thoufand  acres  of  that 
land:  Robert  Millhoufe  cf  Timahoe  was 
to  chufe  land,  next  to  that,  which  himfelf 
fhould  take,  but  the  captain  of  the  fhip 
in  which  they  went,  net  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  coaft,  ran  too  far  to  the 
fouthward,  landed  them  at  Charleftown 
in  South-Carolina,  and  thereupon  they 
fettled  in  that  Province,  fo  I  was  difap- 
pointed  in  my  expectation  of  getting  thfe 
Jand  taken  up  by  him.  Two  other  oppor- 
tunities afterwards  prefented  fome  proba- 
bility of  getting  them  taken  up;  but  by 
various  accidents,  my  hopes  were  again 
difappointed:  may  all  difappointments  of 
this  kind  incite  to  a  greater  diligence  in 
feeking  the  one  thing  needful,  that  good 
part,  which  fhall  never  be  taken  away. 

We  refided  about  ten  years  after  our 
.marriage  in  Mountmelick;  during  which 
time  an  increafmg  private  family,  and 
the  neceffary  attendance  of  my  houfe  and 
fchool,  prevented  my  going  any  great 
journey,  but  I  attended  monthly,  pro- 
vince, and  national  meetings  generally, 
in  which  I  was  often  favoured  with  my 
.brethren,  with  the  frefh  arifings  of  life, 
and  the  renewing  of  inward  ftrength. 

My  wife  being  of  a  very  weakly  and 
tender  conftitution,  1  apprehended  the  fa- 
tigue 
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tigue  and  burdenfome  care  of  a  boarding 
fchool,  a  load  too  heavy  for  her,  and  re 
hence  conceived  a  clefire.,  with  iubniniioh- 
to  the  ordering  of  dine  providence,  of  a 
place  where  the  weight  might  reft  more 
upon  my  fhoulders,  and  lefs  on  hers:  and, 
having  made  previous  application,  I  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  return  to  Briftol, 
and  refume  the  fchool  there; 

Hereupon  after  foine  time,  I  threw  up 
my  fchool  in  Mountmelick;  attended  the 
fifth  mo,  national  meeting  at  Dublin,  after 
w  ch  I  embarked  there  with  three  friends 
more,  to  attend  the  yearly  meeting  at  Lon- 
don. We  went  aboard  (hip  on  fifth  day  morn- 
ing, and  landed  at  Parkgate  next  morn* 
ing,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Liver- 
pool. On  feventh  day  went  to  "Warrington  ■: 
on  firftday  morning,  to  the  general  meeting 
at-Franley  in  Chefhire.  On  fecond  day 
we  reached  Birmingham;  after  meeting 
there  on  third  day  we  went  to  Coventry. 
On  fourth  day  after  a  meeting  at  Coventry, 
we  reached  Towcefter,  and  London  the 
next  day.  After  the  yearly  meeting  was 
over,  Ifaac  Jackfon  returned  home ;  Jofhua 
Wilfon  (laid  a  little  time  amongft  his  re- 
lations; and  Jofeph  Inman  and  I  (accom- 
panied by  our  kind  landlord  John  Eliott 
of  London)  on  third  day  came  to  zn 
evening  meeting  at  Reading,  appointed  t  o 

begin 
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begin  at  the  fixth  hour.  Next  morning 
Jofeph  Inman  and  1  were  at  the  monthly 
meeting  at  Newberry,  and  that  evening 
at  a  fmall  meeting  at  Marlborough  ;  on 
fifth  day  we  came  to  a  meeting  at  Calne, 
and  after  it  to  John  Fry's  at  Sutton-benjar, 
Next  day  after  meeting  there  to  Bath, 
and  on  feventh  day  to  Briftol,  where  we 
flayed  till  fixth  day  morning,  when  leav- 
ing Briftol,  we  crofled  the  new  paffage  in- 
to Wales,  that  night  came  to  Cardiff,  and 
the  next  to  Swanzey,  were  we  ftayed  over 
the  firft  day;  and  on  a  fecond  day  were 
at  an  evening  meeting  at  Carmarthen. 
On  third  day  ac  Llandewy-brevy.  On 
fourth  day,  by  way  of  Lianeedlefs  we 
reached  John  Goodwin's.  At  Lianeedlefs 
we  went  to  fee  a  friend's  widow.  We  found 
her  fp.inning  in  her  poor  habitation,  and 
fhe  feemed  rejoiced  to  fee  us,  and  as  we 
had  bo  guide,  fhe  readily  offered  herfelf 
for  a  guide  to  John  Goodwin's,  which  they 
called  five  miles :  but  it  took  us  near  three 
hours  riding. 

On  fifth  day  after  meeting  at  this  anci- 
ent, worthy  friend's  houfe,  we  went  to  his 
fon-in-law  Humphry  Owen's  (on  the  fea- 
fide)who  had  married  John's  eldeft  daugh- 
ter :  On  iixth  day  after  meeting,  faid 
Humphry  accompanied  us  to  his  brother 
Lewis  Owen's  near  Dolgelthy  in  Merion- 

ethfhirej 
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ethfhire;  and  next  day  along  a  mountain- 
ous road  to  Carnarvon,  where  we  flayed, 
and  had  a  meeting  by  ourfelves,  and  after 
dinner  came  to  Holyhead  on  firft  day  even- 
ing. On  fecond  day  morning  about  two 
o'clock  our  kind  friend  faw  us  on  board 
the  packet-boat  and  then  took  leave  of  us. 
On  third  day  in  the  evening  we  landed  in 
Dublin,  and  next  evening  I  got  fate  home 
to  my  wife  and  children,  in  Mountmelick. 

After  my  return  I  attended  the  quar- 
terly meeting  for  Munfter  at  Clonmel, 
and  that  for  Leinfter  at  Ennifcorthy, 
and  then  I  got  my  large  family  ready  for. 
-our  removal,  confiding  of  my  wife  and 
her  mother  in  her  eightieth  year,  eight 
children,  and  a  nurfe  to  the  youngefl 
about  eight  months  old.  With  the  affif- 
tance  of  fundry  kind  friends,  particularly 
Thomas  Strangman  of  Mountmelick,  we 
all  got  well  to  Waterford,  and  from  thence 
(after  flaying  about  ten  days  with  our 
friends  there)  to  Briflol. 

Now  leaving  Ireland,  after  having  fo- 
journed  there  about  twenty-four  years,  and 
received  much  afFeftion  and  kindnefs  from 
many  friends-  there,  of  which  I  hope  to 
retain  the  grateful  remembrance  as  loner 
as  my  memory  fhail  continue,  let  me  re- 
view the  (late  of  our  fociety  there,  during 
that  fpace  of  time. 

Eb  2  At- 
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At  my  firft  going  thither,  there  were  yet 
living  in  mod  parts  of  the  nation,  where 
meetings  were  fettled,  fome  of  the  good 
old  flock  both  miniiters  and  elders,  who 
loved  God  and  mankind,  and  were  efteem- 
ed  ana  beloved  by  them,  being  kind  and 
open-hearted,  as  well  as  faithful  and  cir- 
cumfpect  in  all  the  branches  of  our  chrif- 
tian  teftimony,  clofely  uniting  in  tender 
love  one  with  another,  in  fupporting  it, 
and  keeping  things  in  good  order  in  the 
church.  Their  pious  care  herein  was  like 
a  fence  about  the  flock,  which  kept  them 
togetherin  nearer  unity  and  greater  fafety: 
So  that  the  young  people  in  moil  parts 
were  generally  trained  up  in  innocence  of 
manners,  and  in  plainnefs  of  habit  and 
fpeech. 

Some  indeed,  chiefly  of  the  young  men 
grown  up,  had  for  fome  time  pad,  refufed 
fubmiflion  to  the  good  order  eftablifhed ; 
but  I  lived  there  long  enough  to  fee  the 
unhappy  coufequences  thereof,  both  to 
themfelves,  many  of  them,  and  to  the  body 
whereof  they  were  members.  What  tho* 
their  tables  abounded  with  elegant  difhes, 
and  variety  of  liquors;  tho'  they  made  a 
figure,  and  were  envied  or  careifed  for 
a  time;  yet  mod  of  them  were  either  cut 
Ihort  by  death,  or  fell  into  difgrace.  The 
hand  of  the  Lord  feeraed  to  be  againft  thefe 

introducers,. 
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introducers,  and  fpreaders  of  corrupt  li- 
berty: and  they  never  attained  thereby 
that  true  honour  and  peace,  which  attended 
the  worthy  men  and  women  above  hinted , 
to  whom  the  firft  excurfion  of  fuch  was 
matter  of  great  concern  and  anxiety  from 
a. clear  forefight  of  the  hurtful  confequen- 
ces  thereof:  and  much  labour  and  pains, 
they  took  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  and  prevent 
the  fpreading  thereof,  particularly  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  therefore  they  were 
clear  of  it. 

But  tho*  fome  of  thefe  were  too  big  for 
the  girdle  of  truth,  to  meet  about  thern, 
or  to  be  limited  by  the  defires  of  their  bed 
friends;  yet  I  found  the  difcipline  of  the 
church  better  maintained,  during  my  firff 
years  in  Cork,  than  before  them  in  Briftol, 
tending  to  edification,  brotherly  comfort 
and  love,  and  mutual  encouragement  in 
piety  and  virtue,  with  a  joint  defire  and 
care  to  preferve  an  uniform  regularity,  and 
to  revive  and  maintain  a  religious  fervency 
toward  God, 

Some  friends  from  the  Several  parts 
attended  their  province  meetings,  which 
were  held  regularly  once  in  fix  weeks,  and 
circulated  from  one  part  to  another,  yet 
were  mod  frequently  held  in  Cork.  Thofe 
meetings  were  often  fweetly  favoured,  thro9 
the  coming  together  of  fincere,  lively  fpi- 

rked 
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rited  friends:  At  one  of  thefe  meetings,  in 
particular  in  Cork  foon  after  my  coming 
to  it,,  we  had  the  company  of  John  Duc- 
kett  from  Leinfter,  a  worthy  elder.  In  the 
men's  meeting  he  fpoke  to  us  with  fuch 
divine  authority  and  fweetnefs,  that  to  me 
his  words  feemed  fitly  fpoken  indeed,  and 
like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  Jilver. 

Their  half  year's  meetings  in  Dublin 
were  attended  by  fome  friends  from  moft 
parts  of  the  nation.     Here  in  their  meet- 
ings for  difcipline,  as  well  as  for  worfhipv 
a  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  good 
of  the  church  prefided,  and  friends  were  ex- 
cited to  keep  all  things  in  proper  order  in. 
the  church.  The  firft  time  I  attended  a  half- 
year's  meeting  was  in  the  winter  1742,  and, 
it  was  indeed  a  lively  good  meeting,  which 
I  hope  never  to  forget.     After  I. removed, 
from  Cork  to  Mountmelick  I  attended  the. 
national,  and  provincial  meetings  forLein- 
fler  pretty  conftantly,  and  often  in  them 
was  affefted  with  reverent  gratitude  to  the, 
Almighty,  who  by  the  difcoveries  of  the. 
divine  wifdom  inftituted  them  for  the  fup- 
port  and  edification  of  the  church,  and  in. 
them  frequently, owned  the  gatherings  of 
his  people  in  his  name,  by  the  evident  ma- 
nifeftation  of  his  divine  prefence. 

In  procefs  of  time  thefe  worthy  men  and 
women,  ia.whofe  hearts  the  love  of  God 

and; 
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and  his  people,  had  by  long  growth  be- 
come deeply  rooted,  one  after  another 
iinifhed  their  courfe  honourably,  leaving 
an  excellent  favour  behind  them  p  but 
when  they  were  removed,  very  few  of  the 
youth  or  others,  fucceeded  them  in  the 
right  line,  to  fill  up  their  vacant  places 
with  propriety.  Of  their  furvivors,  on 
one  hand,  a  confiderable  number  retained 
the  ancient  plainnefs  of  language  and  ha- 
bit, and  rigidly  cenforious  of  any  deviation 
therefrom,  valued  themfelves  thereupon, 
as  if  it  were  the  only  teft  and  badge  of 
difciplefhip,  while  their  hearts  were  gone 
after  their  covetoufnefs  in  eagerly  pur- 
fuing,  and  fordidly  hoarding  temporal 
wj^Jth.  On  the  other  hand  a  large  body 
or  youth  and  others  (hooting  up  in  felf- 
indulgence,  in  conformity  to  the  world, 
and  rufhing  headlong  into  the  temptations 
of  the  times. 

Yet  arnidft  this  inundation  of  negli- 
gence and  revolt,  there  remain  in  mod 
places  a  number  of  fincere-hearted  friends, 
a  few  worthy  minifters  and  elders:  but 
within  thefe  twenty  years  pad,  there  has 
been  a  great  alteration  for  the  worfe. 

The  propofals,  which  friends  of  Briftol 
made  me,  appeared  fuilicientiy  encou- 
raging to  promife  a  probable  profpeft  of  a 
pretty  eafy  fituation,  as  to  temporals,  and 

when 
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when  in  Mountmelick,  this  city  was  p. 
fented  to  mv  view  for  a  refidence  for  me 
and  my  family,  it  was  brought  to  my  re- 
membrance, how  in  my  voung  vear»,  it 
was  made  to  me  what  Bethel  was  to  Jacob 
in  his  youthful  time,  when  all  alone  with 
ft  art,  he  travelled  obeying  the  com- 

ind  of  his  parents.  I  .   the  place, 

where  the  Lord  firit  vifned  me  with  his 
power  and  light,  and  was  a  father  to  me, 

en  I  was  as  ir  were  alone,  and  far  from 
my  parents  and  all  my  relations ;  and 
how  he  called  Jacob  after  m  ,nd 

preat  increafe  of  family,  to  go  up  ag; 
to  Bethel  and  dwell  there,  and  erect  an- 
ahar  to  his  God:   how  Jacob  thereupon, 

tiged   his  houlhold  to  put  away   t 
to  be  clean,    and  c 
their  garments:  and  fothey  wei  der 

this  view,  I  hoped  this  removal  might  be 
attended  with  beneficial  to  me  and 

mine,  and  that  I  had  in  degree  divine  con- 
currence therein,  being  divinely  favoured 
among  my  dear  friends  in  Ireland  in  my 
laft  taki  e  of  the. 

But  pro  life  often 

proves  a  phantom  that  flies  from  us  as 

rfue  ;  we  often  think  we  have  it  in  pi 
geft,  but  it  ftill  keeps  beyond  our  reach: 
rv  who  would  a::ain  certain  and  dura- 
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happinefs,  lhould  extend  their  views 
life. 

^parent  en- 
fOOimging  prolpcft,  at:er  a  while  I  found 
things,  both  provifions  and  labour,  fo 
much  dearer  here  than  in  Irelandj-that  dis- 
couragements and  embarraffments  c 
-ed  upon  me  to  that  degree.  as  of- 

brought  very  low,  under  the  gloomy 
profped:  and  my  faith  was  pu:  rre 

trk  J  kind  providence  to 

ma.  r  -eHef  in 

his  own  time,  for  which  I  defire  to  be  e 

.tffully  thankful,  and  unrefervedly  de- 
dicated in  heart  to"  his  fervice,  whofe  mer- 
cies fail  nc 

not  agreeable  to  the  natural  di: 
:n.     He,  who  had  vifitcd  my  foul,  „ 
:he  miniftry,  had  given 
a  great  p  the  particular  and  near 

regard,  at  :r.d  efteem  of  fr 

land,  where  I  had  an  open  door, 
was.  often  much  enlarged  in  gofpel  love. 
Jftoftly  attending  the  province  meetings 
Leiniter,  frien  ::      r:e  rejoiced  to 
and  apt  to  think  me  much  mined,  if  at 
any  time  I  did  not  get  out  to  any  of  them, 
neaever  I  did,  I  met  fuch  a  welcome  re- 
n  amongftfriends (being  often  open- 
:aeir  edification,  and  to  our  mutual 

endearment 
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endearment  to  each  other  in  the  fweet 
dreams  of  divine  life)  and  fuch  ready  at- 
tendance and  kindnefs  as  were  very  plea- 
fin, sj' to  nature. 

But  coming  from  thence  to  Briftol, 
where  i  was  now  become  a  ftranger  to 
many,  and  where  they  were  full  fed  as  to 
voca'  mimitry,  I  was  here  very  much  fhut 
up,  and  for  a  feafon  feemed  to  have  loft  the 
careftes.  cordial  invitations,  and  that  place 
I  had  amongfl  friends  in  Ireland  ;  wrhich, 
however,  tho'  (in  my  prefent  trying  cir- 
eumftances)a  feemingly  additional  difcou- 
ragement,  was  not  an  unprofitable  difpen- 
fation:  for  tho'  it  was  the  great  favour  of 
theAlmighty,  whereby  I  was  opened  among 
my  friends  to  their  edification,  and  their 
hearts  opened  towards  me;  yet  herein  the 
enemy  artfully  laid  his  fnares,  and  too 
much  and  too  often  prevailed  over  my  un- 
watchful  foul  to  my  inward  hurt.  For 
what  are  all  the  careffes  of  mankind?  Of 
fmall  value  in  themfelves,  and  often  inju- 
rious to  them  whom  they  pleafe,  convey- 
ing hidden  poifon  to  the  unguarded  mind; 
while  that  which  alone  will  ftand  us  in 
real  ftead,  and  be  of  infinite  advantage, 
is  to  get  and  keep  the  favour  of  the  Al- 
mighty: may  I  therefore  want,  and  even 
rejed,  whatever  would  pleafe,  and  nou- 

rilh, 
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rifh  that  fpirit,  which  ought  to  come  un- 
der daily  mortification! 

The  inward  near  unity,  fympathy,  ef- 
teem  and  aftedion  of  friends  and  brethren 
is  a  very  grateful  and  pleafmg  enjoyment; 
but  it  may  be  proper  and  good  for  us  to 
be  tried  and  proved  with  being  flripped  of 
every  leaning  flock, but  the  only  fure  foun- 
dation, that  we  may  thereby  be  driven  to 
have  recourfe  to  it,  and  keep  our  only  fafe 
habitation  there.  May  this,  after  a  life 
fo  toffed  up  and  down,  as  mine  has  been, 
at  length  become  my  cafe  on  any  terms ! 
and  if  it  be,  it  will  be  more  than  worth  all 
I  have  yet  fuffered,  were  it  many  times 
more:  For  all  elfe  wilite  foon  over  j  but 
this  will  never  end. 


C  c 
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SUPPLEMENT 

TO     THE 

JOURNAL. 

By    JOHN    GOUGH. 

THUS  far  my  deceafed  brother 
proceeded  in  the  narrative  of  the 
tranfactions  of  his  own  life;  I  find  by  the 
papers  in  my  hand,  that  ^as  noted  in  the 
preface)  he  drew  up  a  review  thereof  at 
fundry  periods,  and  commenced  the  lafi 
in  the  66th  year  of  his  age;  which,  it's 
propable,  had  he  lived  to  finifh  it,  would 
have  exhibited,  in  a  continued  narration, 
the  fucceeding  occurrences  of  his  life  to 
near  the  prefent  time;  but  he  proceeded 
only  a  little  way  in  the  lad  review:  and 
the  former  in  his  54th  year  terminates 
here;  I  condole  with  the  reader  the  want 
of  this  continuation  by  that  hand,  which 
only  could  give  it  with  thofe  interefling 
refle&ions,  refulting  from  a  recolle&ion  of 
the  feelings  attending  the  fucceflive  occur- 
rences of  his  life;  this  is  an  advantage 
that  no  other  hand  can  fupply,  as  no  other 

can 
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can  be  confcious  of  thofe  feeling? :  but  as 
I  have  in  my  hands  the  abftracu  of  his 
fucceeding  journeys  and  fundry  other  pa- 
pers, I  (hall  endeavour  to  fupply  the  defi- 
ciency to  the  beft  of  my  ability. 

After  his  fettling  m  Briftol,  he  feems  to 
have   been  much  engaged  in  hk 

outward  confining  occupation  for  the  fup- 
port  of  himfelf  and  a  pretty  large  family, 
fo  as  to  travel  little  abroad  in  the  fervice 
of  T  idi,  except  in  Ihort  excurfions  to 
neighbouring  meetings,  and  other  fervices 
in  the  vicinage  of  that  city;  and.to  the 
yearly  meeting  in  London,  which  he  at- 
te*  aed  conftantly  for  feveral  years,  and 
v  :~re  his  fervice  was,  I  believe,  generally 
acceptable.  It  was  here  for  the  firfl  time 
after  his  removal  to  Briftol,  and  feveral 
years  reparation,  I  had  the  fatisfattion  to 
meet  with  him,  which  was  no  inconfider- 
able  addition  to  the  comfort  and  edifi- 
cation I  was  favoured  with,  in  the  atten- 
dance of  that  meeting  in  177 1.  And  be- 
ing moftly  with  him  at  meetings  and  ell 
where,  I  had  the  agreeable  opportunity  of 
obferving,  that  the  fpirit  of  univerfal  love, 
which  characterized  him  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  procured  him  the  like  open  recep- 
tion there,  as  formerly  amongft  his  friends 
in  Ireland:  and  that  the  livelinefs  which 
dill  accompanied  his  public  miniifry  pro- 
cured 
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cured  him  alfo  an  open  door  for  the  re- 
ception of  his  labour  and  fervice  therein. 

During  this  interval,  in  the  year  1769 
he  met  with  a  clofe  trial  in  the  death  of 
his  defervedly  beloved  fon  John;  a  young 
man  of  amiable  manners,  and  valuable 
qualifies  beyond  moft  of  his  years,  being 
bleffed  with  a  good  n&tuJal  difpofition,and 
good  capacity,  well  improved  in  his  mino- 
rity by  a  diligent  application  to  ufeful 
learning,  under  the  tuition  of  his  father 
and  preceptor;  to  whom  the  eafy  cafk  of 
inftru&ing  him,  his  affiduity,  and  ready 
proficiency  conveyed  fecret  joy,  and  plea- 
fing  hopes  of  future  fatisfaction  in  a  fon, 
who  gave  fuchpromifing  omens  of  making 
an  ufeful  and  honourable  member  of  reli- 
gious and.  civil  fociety.  Nor  were  thefe^ 
hopes  fruftrated  in  the  advancing  ftages  of 
his  fliort  life.  For  as  he  grew  up,  being 
favoured  with  folid  religious  impreflions, 
he  fought  after,  and  attained  beft  wifdom 
to  a  degree,  in  general,  exceeding  his  age. 
In  this  his  entrance  on  the  ftage  of  life, 
a  propriety  and  fteadinefs  of  deportment, 
that  might  adorn  advanced  years,  attract- 
ed the  notice  and  refpe&ful  regard  of  the 
befl:  friends,  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
obferving,  or  being  acquainted  with  him. 
By  a  confcientious  difcharge  of  every  fe- 
cial and  religious  duty,  as  a  dutiful  fon, 

as 
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as  an  affectionate  brother,  as  an  exem- 
plary pattern  of  plainnefs,  fobriety  and 
circumfpection  of  life,  he  gave  evident  in- 
dications, he  was  early  acquainted  with 
the  grace  and  truth,  which  came  by  Jefus 
Chrift. 

I  apprehend  he  was  for  a  feafon  an  af- 
fiftant  to  his  father  in  his  fchool:  but  the 
weight  of  care,  and  exercifing  embarraff- 
ment  of  this  occupation,  with  the  prof, 
peel  of  encreafmg  care,  as  the  weight 
thereof  ihould  devolve  more  immediately 
on  his  fhoulders,  not  fuiting  the  prefect 
temper  of  his  mind,  difcouraged  him  from 
continuing  in  that  line  of  life :  and  there- 
fore meeting  with  an  encouraging  offer 
from  a  friend  in  London,  to  afiift  him  in 
his  bufinefs  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk,  he 
removed  thither:  and  there  he  laid  down 
the  body  in  or  about  the  21ft  year  of  his 
age  (as  I  recollect)  having  in  this  ftation, 
as  well  as  every  other,  conducted  himfeli\ 
with  fidelity,  reputation  and  honour:  h; 
teftimony  whereof  I  have  an  extract  of  z 
letter,  from  his  employer,,  to  his  father, 
communicated  in  one  from  the  latter  ox 
tenth  month  26th,  1769,  as  follows,  viz. 

c  I  now  doubt  of  my  eldeft  fon  John's 

c  being  any  longer  in  this  world:  he  was 

c  feized  with  a  violent  fever  laft*  firffc  day 

c*  week.    B.  R.  in  laft  feventh  day's  letter 

G  c  2  *  writer 
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*  writes  cc  For  my  own  part  I  don't  much 
"  expeft  his  recovery,  which  is  a  great 
*c  affliftion  to  me  on  divers  accounts :  yet 
"  I  hope  to  be  refigned  to  the  will  of  pro- 
<c  vidence,  being  well  allured  if  he  be  re- 
Ci  moved  it  will  he  to  his  eternal  gain, 
"  altho'  my  very  great  lofs  as  well  as  thine, 
<c  and  many  others,  by  whom  he  is  dearly 
cc  beloved.  Oh!  that  my  life,  and  that 
cc  of  all  that  know  him  may  be  like  his, 
"  that  at  our  death  we  may  fay  as  he  did 
cc  to  my  wife ;  "  1  have  done  all  thai 
"  I  had  to  do^  and  muft  now  go  home" 

Soon  after  he  died ;  and  in  my  brother's 
next  letter  he  writes  me  the  following  ac- 
count of  his  funeral.  "  My  fon's  John's 
"  funeral  was  uncommonly  remarkable. 
"  It  was  taken  to  the  new  meeting  houfc 
w  at  Park  in  Southwark.  The  meeting 
"  was  exceffively  crowded,  and  many 
"  without  doors.  It  was  attended  by  fc- 
"  veral  public  Friends,  many  friends  from 
"  feveral  meetings  in  the  city,  and  ma- 
"  ny  out  of  the  country  from  the  love 
M  they  bore  him :  the  opportunity  by  alt 
€C  accounts  was  eminently  favoured,  the 
<6  fervice  thereof,  falling  to  the  lot  of  our 
*c  worthy  well  qualified  friend,  Samuel 
«  Fothergill,tothe  teuderingof  the  hearts 
"  of  many  prefent. 

'*  Through 
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"  Through  divine  favour  and  afliftance 
u  I  freely  gave  him  up,  thankful  for  hav- 
"  ing  fuch  a  fon,  who  hath  left  behind 
**  him  too  few  like  him  in  pure  unmixed 
cc  goodnefs,  which  diligently  exerted  itfelf 
*  to  do  well.  He  was  a  molt  affe&ionate, 
u  dutiful  fon,  both  to  me  and  his  prefent 
"  mother,  fo  complete  a  pattern  in  every 
"  virtue,  that  I  have  heard  many  in  Lon- 
"  don  and  Briftol  fay,  that  they  never 
"  faw  one  of  his  years  like  him.  He  is 
"  happily  gone  before,  fafe  landed  in  the 
"  port  of  reft;  and  that  we  may  land 
"  there  is  all  that  we  have  to  defire  and 
"  be  concerned  for. 

Thefe  fhort  teftimonies  to  the  memory 
of  my  deceafed  nephew,  I  thought  pro- 
per to  infert  here;  Firft,  becaufe  I  am  of 
opinion,  had  his  father  lived  to  continue 
his  own  account  of  the  occurrences  of  his 
life  fo  far,  he  would  not  have  omitted  one, 
fo  nearly  affefting  him;  and  it  was  my 
purpofe  to  notice  what  I  apprehend  he 
•would  have  done  for  edification,  as  far 
as  I  have  materials.  Secondly,  I  thought 
the  delineation  of  fuch  a  chara&er,  might 
be  of  fervice,  to  fome  of  the  youth  of  this 
generation^  as  an  example  for  them  ta 
imitate;  as  an  evidence  that  early  piety 
may  through  divine  aflnlance,  be  attained, 
and  that  if  we  feek  it  in  fincerity,  and 

with 
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with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  our  fearch  will 
not  be  in  vain:  "  I  love  them,"  faith  wif- 
dom,  f1  that  love  me,  and  they  that  feek 
"  me  early ,  (hall  find  me.*"  As  an  awa- 
kening inftance  of  the  uncertain  tenure  we 
have  of  all  things  in  this  tranfitory  life ; 
that  all  flefh  is  grafs,  and  the  goodlinefs 
of  man  as  the  Cower  of  the  field;  and  as  a 
powerful  incentive,  m  confederation  there- 
of, to  extend  our  views  beyond  the  fhort- 
lived  glory,  ana  fading  enjoyments  of  this 
uncertain  world,  to  tl^jl^rable  riches 
of  righteoufnefs,  and  evHBPtmg  rewards 
thereof.  May  the  rifing  youth  hereby  be 
incited,  fo  to  number  their  days,  as  that 
they  may  apply  their  hearts  unto  wifdom, 
in  order  to  make  timely  preparation  for 
their  final  change:  and  not  futier  them- 
felves,  to  be  fo  far  deluded,  as  to  put  oft 
this  neceffary  work,  to  feme  future  ftage 
of  life,  which  they  can  have  no  affurance 
of  attaining  unto,  reafoning  with  them- 
felves  (thro*  the  fuggeftions  of  the  enemy) 
that  gaiety,  feflivity,  and  flefhly  liberties^ 
being  agreeable  to  their  prefentagemaybe 
fafely  indulged  for  a  feafon,  as  they  have 
much  time  to  repent  and  grow  fober  in  j 
and  that  at  fome  more  advanced  period, 
when  gravity  and  ferioufnefs  will  be  more 
suitable  to  their  years,  they  will  then  ap- 

p]y 

*  Prov,  viii.  17. 
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ply  to  thofe  things  that  belong  to  peace. 
Had  this  virtuous  young  man  fo  reafoned, 
and  fo  a£ted,  how  different  had  the  favour 
he  left  behind  him  been!  But  oh,  how 
different!  how  very  remotely  different  his 
condition  in  his  immortal  ftate! 

If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  faid 
our  bleffed  Lord,  let  him  take  up  his  crofs 
daily,  deny  himfelfj  and  follow  me:  * 
fince  then  thefe  are  the  prefcribed  terms 
of  difciplefhip,  and,  if  we  would  be  eter- 
nally happy  are  to  be  fubmitted  to,  at 
one  period  of  our  lives  or  other;  they 
have  greatly  the  advantage,  who  are  fo 
wife  as  to  fubmit  thereto,  in  the  early  part 
of  life.  It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he  bear 
the  yoke  in  his  youth,  before  his  evil  pro- 
pensities be  fo  confirmed  by  indulgence  as  to 
become  habitual:  cuftom  hath  a  powerful 
influence  over  the  human  mind,  and  the 
crofs  to  evil  habits  is  hard  to  endure.  Can 
the  Ethiopian  change  his  fkin,  or  the  leo- 
pard his  fpots  ? "  then  may  ye  a*fo  do  good, 
"  who  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil.f  "  On  the 
contrary,  as  cuftom  alfo  makes  hard  things 
eafy,  if  inftead  of  accuftoming  ourfelves  to 
do  evil,  and  thereby  ftrengthening  our  na- 
tural propenfities  thereto,  and  edging  our 
painful  fenfations  under  the  crofs ;  we  ac-^ 
cuftom  our  tender  necks  to  the  yoke  of 

Chrift* 
*  Lake  ix  23.  f  Jer.  xiii.  23. 
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Chrift,  we  fhall  much  fooner  feel  his  yoke 
become  eafy,  and  his  burden  light:  that 
early  piety  is  the  fureft  ground  of  an  eafy 
and  peaceful  pafifage  thro'this  vale  of  tears, 
as  well  as  laying  a  good  foundation  for 
futurity,  "'  GodlineS  is  profitable  unto  all 
"  things, having  the  promifeof  the  life  that 
"  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,*" 
and  thofe  have  in  a  general  way  proved 
mod  eminently  ferviceable,andthe  bright- 
eft  lights  in  their  generation,  who  have 
with  Jacob,  entered  early  into  covenant 
with  their  Maker,  and  kept  the  covenant 
of  their  youth. 

I  fincerely  defire  the  youth  into  whofe 
hands  this  may  fall,  may  deeply  ponder 
thefe  interefting  reflections,  fo  as  ferioufiy 
to  confide  r  their  latter  end, and  make  time- 
ly preparation  for  it;  as  not  knowing  at 
what  hour  the  mailer  may  come,  at  mid- 
night, at  cock-crowing,  or  the  dawning  of 
the  day.  And  then  I  am  well  convinced  they 
would  be  weaned,  not  only  from  the  lux- 
ury, diflipation,  and  grofs  enormities  of 
the  world,  but  from  an  affe&ation  of,  and 
conformity  unto  the  vain  amufements, 
manners  and  fafhions  thereof,  which  too 
many  indulge  thqrn-felves  in,  to  their  hurt. 
Let  them  not  fatisfy  themfeives  with  an 
apprehenfion,  that  they  indulge  only  in 

things 

*Tim.  i.  4*.  8. 
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things  of  an  indifferent  nature,    and  in 
which  religion  is  not  concerned:  But  in- 
ltead  of  unwifely  meafuring  themfelves  by 
themfelves,    and    comparing    themfelves 
amongft  themfelves,  bring  their  deeds  to 
the  true  criterion  the  light,*    that  they 
may  be  made  manifeft,  what  fouixethey 
originate  from:  and  in  the  light  many  of 
the  little  things  will  be  feen  to  draw  the 
mind  from  its  proper  center,  and  the  feats 
of  thofe  that  fell  doves,    occupying  the 
temple  of  the  heart,    to  unfit  it  for  an 
houfe  of  prayer.     It  is  not  fufficient  that ' 
we    are    preferred  from  grofs  evils  (al- 
tho'  this  is  laudable  fo  far)  but  if  we  are 
concerned  to  make  our  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure,  and  to  fecure  an  inheritance 
amongft  them  that  are  fanftified,  we  are 
to  walk  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God, 
(which  is  our  fandification)  revealed  by 
his  grace  in  our  hearts,  which  teaches  to 
deny  ourfelves  not  only  of  thofe  things 
that  are  manifeftly  evil;  but  of  thofe  alfo, 
that,  under  the  appearance  of  indifferent, 
gratify  aur  carnal  defires,  and  draw  the 
mind  into  folly  and    vanity,    from  that 
ftate  of  vigilance,  on  which  our  fafety  de- 
pends :  not  only  to  abftain  from  thofe  irre- 
gularities in  conduft,   which  injure  our 
reputation  with  men  j  -but  to  keep  that 

guard 
*  Cor,  ii.  10    12. 
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guard  upon  the  avenues  of  the  heart,  that 
we  fuffer  no  thief  to  find  entertainment 
there,  to  fteal  away  our  affections  from 
God,  or  defile  this  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Man  that  is  created  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,  is  created  for  higher  and 
nobler  purfuits,  than  the  gratifications  of 
fenfe:  and  not  to  reft  fatisfied  in  merely 
avoiding  that  conduct  which  expofes  him 
to  cenfure;  but  to  follow  that  which  me- 
rits praife,  and  procures  divine  approba- 
tion, "  Finally,  brethren,  whatfover 
"  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are 
<c  honeft,  whatfoever  things  are  juft,what- 
"  foever  things  are  pure,  whatfoeverthings 
"  are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good 
"  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
"  there  be    any  praife,    think  o$  thefe 


things. 
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My  brother,  having  now  for  feveral 
years  been  principally  engaged,  in  the 
neceffary  care  and  labour  to  provide  for 
thofe  of  his  own  houfhold;  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1773,  felt  a  religious  con-' 
cern  on  his  mind  to  vifit  friends  in  fome 
of  the  counties  of  England ;  and  alfo  thofe 
of  Ireland,  in  company  with  Thomas 
Melhuixh,  of  Taunton  in  Somerfetfhire: 
And  in  order  to  fet  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
accomplifh  thefe  vifits,  he  refigned  his 
fchool  in  Briltol. 

He 

*  Fhilippians  iv.  8 
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He  foon  after  entered  on  the  fervice 
before  him,  in  a  vifit  to  friends  in  fome  of 
the  weftern  and  fouthern  counties  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  city  of  London,  and  its  en- 
virons: of  which  vifit,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing information  from  him  in  the  letters 
he  wrote  to  me  at  that  time;  the  following 
extracts  whereof  will  bed  fupply  what  is 
wanting  here. 

Londou,  18th  1  ft  Month,  1774. 

"  I  have  been  now  near  four  months 
"  clofely  employed  in  vifiting  friends, 
ci  thro'  the  four  counties  of  Somerfet, 
"Devon,  Dorfet  and  Hants:  and  fat  with 
"  friends  at  many  of  their  monthly  meet- 
"  ings,  and  the  three  quarterly  meet- 
6i  ings  for  Somerfetihire,  Dorfetfhire,  and 
¥  Hampfhire,  all  which  were  large  for  the. 
••  feafon  of  the  year,  and  favoured  by  the 
"  mafter  of  our  affemblics  with  that  pow- 
M  er  of  love,  which  unites  his  true  fer- 
ci  vants  every  where  in  a  holy  concern  for 
"  the  honour  of  his  name,  and  for  the 
"  faithful  fupport  of  that  teftimony,  he 
"  has  called  them  to  bear. 

"  I  reached  this  city  laft  firft  day  morn- 
"  ing,  having  ridden  eleven  miles  before 
"  meeting.  I  was  at  Gracious-flreet  that 
"  morning,  at  which  were  Sarah  Taylor 
"  and  Tabitha  Merriott,  the  former  of 
."  whom  was  favoured  with  a  lively  op- 
"  portunity, — it  was  a  good  meeting 
D  d  «  and 
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u  and  ended  well.  I  was  thankfulfor 
"  having  reached  it.  In  the  afternoon  I 
"was  at  Devonfhire-houfe,  the  meeting 
<c  was  very  large,  and  frefh  ability  was 
iC  given  ro  treat  with  the  youth  andothers, 
*;  in  the  merciful  opening  of  the  pure 
"  fpring  of  the  gofpel.  Yefterday  I  at- 
"  tended  the  feleft  morning  meeting,  and 
cc  in  the  afternoon  the  two  weeks  meeting. 
"  And  in  the  evening,  Thomas  Corbyn 
c?  w?ith  his  jodgers,  the  friends  above- men- 
c;  tioned,  vifited  at  my  lodgings,. where  we 
c<  had  a  confolatory  time  of  retirement, 
cc  in  which  cur  heavenly  father  was  graci- 
cc  oufly  pleafed  to  break  the  bread  of  life 
c<  amongil  us.  I  fhall  be  likely  to  be  three 
ci  or  four  weeks,  in  and  about  London, 
"  and  when  I  am  clear, I  have  the  meetings 
QC  of  Berkfhire  and  Wiltfhire,  to  vint  in 
6C  my  way  home.  I  defire  to  be  every 
H  day  where  I  ought,  and  as  I  ought,  that 
.  "  if  1  can  do  no  good,  I  may  be  in  the  way 
45  of  renewedly  receiving  fome  frefh  fupply 
€C  from  the  living  fountain,  which  refrefh- 
ci  es,  and  fpirituaHy  unites  all  the  true 
cc  travellers  heavenward,  in  daily  grati- 
"  tude  to  the  kind  author  of  all  good. 

London,  5th  ad  Month,  1774* 

"  My  dear  companion  (who  has  ob- 
'<  tained  his  credentials  from  their  month- 
cc  ly  and  quarterly  meetings,)  writes  to 

"  me, 
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u  me,  that  he  is  hadened  in  his  mind,  to 
"  move  forward :  but  both  he  and  I 
"  mud  fubmit  to  bear  the  curb,  and 
"  excrcife  patience.  I  am  at  times 
"  affaulted  with  earned  longings  to 
"  make  hade  home,  to  get  a  little  time 
"  there,  before  my  coming  over  to  vifit 
"  friends  in  Ireland;  till  I  am  favour- 
"  ed  with  the  renewing  of  that  gracious 
"  help,  which  raifes  over  all  things  and 
"  gives  the  fingle  defire  of  being  both 
"  where  and  what  I  fnould  be.  I  entered 
"  with  an  earned  defire  that  I  might  be 
"  both  guided  and  guarded  aright  j  and 
"  hitherto  with  great  thankfulnefs,  have 
"  to  acknowledge  that  my  prayers  have 
"  been  anfwered:  and  that  he  who  hath 
"  the  key  of  David,  hath  been  gracioufly 
"  pleafed  many  times  to  open  his  ftare- 
u  houfe,  and  from  thence  to  unfold  doc- 
"  trine,  counfel,  confolation,  and  reproof, 
u  to  the  differing  dates  of  the  people/* 

Loijdorij  id  3d  Month,   1774. 

u  I  have  now  been  in  ^iis  city  feven 
"  firfl  days  and  feven  fecond  days  morn- 
"  ing  meetings,  and  thro5  the  other  parts 
"  of  thofe  weeks,  have  befides  thofe  of 
"  London,  Weftminfter  and  Southwark, 
"  laboured  in  the  fun  dry  meetings  around 
u  them.    To-morrow  I  expect  the  two  lad 

"  meet- 
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"  meetings  here,  that  for  worfliip  at  Gra- 
"  cious-ftreet,  in  the  morning,  and  the 
"  monthly  meeting  at  Devonfhire-houfe, 
"  in  the  afternoon ;  next  dav  to  fet  off  for 
"  Bcrkjliire,  Wikfhire  and  Briftol.  So 
c<  that  it  looks  like  to  be  the  4th  month 
"  before  I  can  fet  out  for  Dublin. 

"  I  have  caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful 
"  to  the  author  of  all  our  mercies,  who 
"  hath  been  kind  to  me  thro'  my  winter's 
"  travels,  favouring  me  with  good  health, 
"  thro'  all  winds  and  weathers,  and  with 
"  a  kind  reception  every  where.  At  this 
"  city  being  entered  into  my  proper  la- 
"  bour  and  bufinefs,  I  have  found  that 
"  I  could  not  retire  hence,  any  fooner 
"  than  the  day  abovementioned,  and  I 
"  think  I  lhall  not  overftay  my  time,  but 
"  rather  otherwife,  having  found  an  en- 
u  largement  of  heart  beyond  expectation, 
u  and  having  contributed  to  encreafe  the 
u  morning  meeting  of  elders  here,  with 
"  a  valuable  addition  thereto ;  tho'  I  found 
6i  it  hard  labour  thro*  the  diffidence  and 
u  reluctance  of  fome;  yet  the  power  and 
**  love  of  truth  at  length  prevailed,  to  the 
**  fatisfaftion  and  comfort  of  many  good 
"  friends." 

I  find  accordingly  that  he  got  home  on 
the  8th  3  mo.  and  in  about  a  week  after- 
ward took  a  turn  to  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing 
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ing  of  Soinevfetfhircat  Glaftonbury,  and 
that  for  Wiltfhire  at  Devizes,  and  was  at 
fome  other  meetings  in  his  way  from  one 
to  the  other. 

The  beginning  of  4010.  he  left  home  on 
his  intended  vifit  to  Ireland;  he  came 
to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Worcefler,  and 
thence  by  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dud- 
ley and  Stourbridge  to  Colebrook-dale, 
where  he  was  at  meetings  at  the  New-dale 
and  Old-dale,  and  vifited  fundry  families, 
accompanied  by  Daniel  Rofe. 

From  Colebrook-Dale,  by  Shrewlbury 
to  Dolobran,  where  the  meeting-houle 
was  nearly  full,  the  meeting  began  at  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  very  com* 
fortable.  The  next  day  he  got  to  Llewin- 
dee  to  William  Howel's,  fon-in-law  to  the 
late  worthy  friend  John  Goodwin,  (with 
whom  John's  widow  was  then  living,being 
83  years  of  age,)  and  had  a  meeting  these, 
and  from  thence  he  went  by  Llaneedlefs  to 
the  Welch  yearly  meeting  at  Brecknock, 
which  began  on  the  26th  of  4th  month : 
The  meeting  of  minifters  andelders, began 
at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  a  meeting  of  friends  on- 
ly 'y  and  after  it  the  men's  meeting,  which 
held  till  it  was  almoft  dark,  and  then  ad- 
journed to  the  7th  hour  next  morning, 
when  friends  met  again,  and  the  meeting 
Dd2.  held 
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held  til!  about  nine.  At  ten  the  public 
meeting  began  in  the  Town-hall,  was  ex- 
ceilively  crowded,  and  a  fatisfaclory  meet- 
ing. This  yearly  meeting  ended  the  27th 
4th  month,  and  the  half-year's  meeting  in 
Dublin  was  to  begin  the  1  ft  5th  mon.  So 
he  writes,  "  William  Hcwel  and  I  came 
"  41  miles  after  dinner,  to  Lianeedlefs, 
46  where  on  the  28  th  we  had  a  large  meet- 
44  ing  in  the  town-hail  or-  feflion-room, 
41  beginning  at  8  o'clock,  which  was  muck 
44  favoured.  Margaret  Jarman,  and  Mary 
"  Hunt,  accompanied  us  from  thence  to 
4C  Efcargoh,  where  we  alfo  had  a  me- 
4C  morable  opportunity,  our  hearts  being 
4<  much  tendered  together."  On  the  29th 
being  fixth  day  of  the  week,  he  fet  off 
from  Llewindce  accompanied  by  Owen 
Owen  foil  of  Humphrey  Owen  aforemen- 
tioned, and  grandibn  to  John  Goodwjn, 
for  Holyhead,  and  that  day,  altho5  they 
were  detained  fome  hours  for  the  tide  to 
fall,  till  they  could  crofs  a  river  in  the 
way,  and  in.croffing  which,  they  were 
for  a  good  while  up  to  the  fad  die  ikirts, 
they  reached  Carnarvan,  being  fifty  miles, 
that  night,  and  Holyhead  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  feventh  dayj, 
went  aboard  the  packet-boat,  about  two 
o'clock  on  firft  day  morning;  but  having 
little  wind,  did  not  get  to  Dublin  till  fe* 

cond 
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cond  day  evening  being  the  fecond  day 
of  the  5th  month  and  of  the  national 
meeting. 

Of  this  journey  in  Ireland,  he  kept  a 
brief  diary ;  but  not  ib  particular,  as  of  the 
former  thro'  Wales,  being  only  a  lum- 
inary account  of  the  meetings  and  places 
he  was  at  each  day,  without  any  remarks 
on  meetings,  or  occurrences  to  diverfify  the 
narration,  and  therefore  I  (hall  be  obliged 
to  comprize  the  relation  thereof,  in  a  nar- 
row compafs. 

He  vifited  the  meetings  in  courfe ;  firfl, 
by  Edenderry,  Rathangan  and  Ballitore, 
to  the  fix  weeks  meeting  at  Carlow,  and . 
thence  weftward,  to  Ballirnurry,  and  re- 
turned to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Eden- 
derry, in  concert  with  his  companion, 
Thomas  Melhuifh.  From  thence  they  di- 
rected their  courfe  towards  the  province  of 
Munfter,  by  Tullamore,  Birr  and  Kilco- 
ninmore  to  Limerick,  and  from  thence 
thro5  Munfter,  finifhing  their  vifit  to  that 
province,  at  the  province  meeting  at  Wa- 
terford :  thence  thro'  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, and  fo  into  the  county  of  Carlow, 
where  Thomas  Melhuifn  and  he  fepara- 
ted,  (at  Caftledermot)  Thomas's  draft 
being  to  Ulfter,  and  my  brother's  prefent 
concern,  more  to  the  adjacent  parts  of 
Leinfter, 

After 
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After  parting  with  Thomas  Melhuifh, 
he  continued  viiiting  friends  in  thefe  parts, 
till  the  province  meeting  of  Wicklow,  af- 
ter which,  and  fpending  fome  days  in 
Dublin,  he  went  from  thence  to  the  pro- 
vince meeting  for  Ulfter  at  Ballenderry> 
and  returned  pretty  directly  back  to  Dub- 
lin, without  appointing  any  meeting  in 
that  province, and  continued  vifiting  meet- 
ings in  differen  i  pans  of  Leinfter  province, 
chiefly  till  the  enfuing  quarterly  meeting, 
which  was  held  at  Ennifcorthy,  and  from 
thence  proceeded  directly  to  Waterford, 
to  take  {hipping  for  Briftol. 

This  vifit  took  him  up  near  four  months, 
(for  he  embarked  for  Briftol,  on  or  about 
the  24th  8mo.)  the  greateft  part  of  which 
time  feems  to  have  been  employed  in  Lein- 
fter province,  having  vifited  moft  parts 
thereof,  at  lead  twice  over. 

Having  as  aforementioned,  refigned  his 
fchool  at  Briftol,  in  order  to  be  at  liberty 
to  difcharge  what  was  pointed  out  to  him 
as  a  duty:  Nov/  his  fervice  being  finilhed, 
he  was  out  of  employment  there^  for  the 
fupport  of  himfelf  and  family.  The  prof- 
pect  of  this  in  his  giving  up  to  this  fervice 
rnuft,  I  imagine,  have  been  a  pretty  clofe 
trial  of  forth;  as  he  could  not  at  the  time 
of  his  refignation  have  any  apprehenfion 
«f  the  way  which  afterwards  opened,  for 

their 
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their  employment  and  fubfiftence :  but 
knowing  he  was  faithful  who  had  called 
him  into  the  fervice,  he  was  doubtlefs- 
ftrengthened  to  go  forth  in  faith,  and  a 
humble  dependence  on  him,  whom  he  fer- 
ved  for  fupport,  inwardly  and  outwardly; 
and  in  the  due  time,  away  opened  for  him  to 
his  fatisfa&ion.  For  by  my  removal  from 
Dublin  (where  I  had  refided  upwards  of 
twenty-three  years)  to  Lifburn,  which  hap- 
pened during  his  travels  in  this  nation; 
the  fchool  there  became  vacant.  Where- 
upon friends  of  Dublin  made  him  propo- 
fals  to  undertake  the  care  thereof;  to 
which  he  agreed,  and  foon  after  his  return 
to  Briftol,  removed  with  his  family  to  fet- 
tle in  that  city. 

Where  again  the  necefiary  attendance 
of  his  fchool,  confined  him  pretty  much 
to  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  parts  ad- 
jacent; for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
years;  till  about  the  fummer  1777,  when 
his  family  being  grown  up,  and  moilly  in 
a  way  to  provide  for  themfelves;  and  his 
youngeft  fon  having  gotten  an  agreeable 
place  of  apprenticefhip,  he  found  his  way 
open  finally  to  relinquilh  the  confining  and 
exercifing  occupation  of  his  fchool,  in  or- 
der to  be  more  at  liberty  in  the  evening  of 
his  day,  to  accomplifii  the  remaining  part 
of  his  day's  work,  againfl  the  termination 

thereof: 
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thereof:  and  from  this  time  to  his  remo- 
val out  of  this  life,  he  was  much  engaged 
to  travel  and  labour  amongil  friends  in 
the  different  quarters  of  this  nation  for  the 
promotion  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 

And  as  he  had  not  vinted  Ulfter  pro- 
vince in  his  late  vifit  to  this  nation  ;  the 
difcharging  of  that  debt  was  the  principal 
fervice  pointed  out  to  him,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  as  he  himfelf  expreffeth  it 
in  the  introduction  to  his  account  of  faid 
vifit. 

Seventh  mo.  ill,  1777.  A  good  friend 
from  England  lately  told  us,  in  a  meet- 
ing- ^hat  our  old  copy  books  w.ere  fullied, 
and  loo  full  of  blots;  that  we  fhould  get 
new  books  to  keep  our  accounts  in,  and 
keep  them  fair  and  clean,  and  I  wifhed 
with  the  Lord's  affiftance  to  do  fo,  viz.  to 
have  my  heart  and  life  made  and  kept 
clean. 

I  felt  a  longing  defire  to  undergo  afrefh 
the  M  waihing  of  regeneration, *,?  in  order 
to  be  favoured  with  u  the  renewing  of  the 
'<  Holy  Ghoft."  I  thought  that  he  who  laid 
to  the  blind  man,  "  Go  wafh  in  the  pool 
"  of  Siloam,+"  faid  unto  me,  Go  to  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland,  to  vifit  what  is 
left  there  of  the  profeffors  of  truth ;  and 
therewith  infufed  the  new  covenant,  or 

fok 

*  Titus  iii.  3.         f  John  vii.  jr. 
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folemn  engagement  on  my  part,  to-give 
up  thereto.  Oh  poor  cold  North;  almoft 
totally  dead  as  to  the  divine  life!  In  vifit- 
ing  thy  fons  and  daughters,  I  iorefee  great 
anxieties,  inward  conflicts,  and  trying 
baptiims;  may  1  duly  mind  that  part  of 
Chriit's  counfel  to  his  followers,  "  In  your 

*  patience  poffefs  ye  your  fouls,*"  and 
indeed  his  counfel  continually  conveyed 
thro'  his  holy  fpirit;  as  I  have  the  greatefl 
need  clofely  to  attend  to  it  in  all  things, 
and  pra&ife  faithful  obedience  thereto. 

So  may  I  daily  watch  and  pray,  and 
labour,  both  to  open. a  new  book  of  ac- 
counts, refpeaing  the  Lord's  holy  cove- 
nant, and  my  walking  humbly  therein, 
and  endeavour  to  keep  it  carefully  with- 
out blot  or  bltfliifh,  both  within  in  his 
fight,  and  without  toward  mankind  ;  in 
a  daily  exercile  "  to  keep  always  a  ccn- 
"  fcience  void  of  offence,  towards  God 
"  and  towards  menf."  May  I  watch  and 
ftrive  againft  corrupt  felf,  and  keep  3a 
diary  or  daily  account  thereof,  morning 
and  evening,  remembering  "  that  to  live 
?c  after  the  fiefh  is  to  die,  but  thro5  the 
"  fpirit  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body 
"  is  to  live.*"  Oh,  that  in  me  all  felf 
were  flam,  that  Chrift  might  live  and  ever 
reign  in  my  foul,  who  vifited,  invited, 
attracted  it,  about  the  22d  year  of  my 

age; 

*  Luke  xxi,  19,     f  A<3s  xxiv.i$.    J  Rom.  viii.  13. 
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age;  and  has,  thro'  his  grace,  preferved 
me  thro*  many  revolutious,  and  often 
opened  a  way  for  me  to  fteer  along,  when 
no  way,  or  next  to  none  appeared,  till 
now  I  am  come  to  the  fixty-fifth  year  of 
my  life. 

Seventh  mo.  17th.  After  I  awoke  this 
morning,  this  text  fprang  in  my  mind 
"  Chrift  gave  himfeif  for  us,  that  h.e 
"  might  redeem  us  from  ail  iniquity,  and 
"  purify  unto  himfeif  a  peculiar  people, 
"  zealous  of  good  works:*"  with  a  ftrong 
defire  that  whatever  it  cod  me,  whatever 
labour,  felf-denial,  or  feeming  hardfhip; 
I  may  obtain  the  great  end,  for  which  I 
have  a  being,  the  "  one  thing  needful," 
which  Mary  made  her  choice,  and  there- 
by pleafed  her  Lord,  viz.  that  of  being 
more  thoroughly  redeemed,  from  every 
corruption  of  nature,  or  neglefl:  of  duty 
to  God;  more  purified  in  heart  and  life; 
more  inflamed  with  a  holy  zeal  for  his 
honour,  u  laying  afide  every  weight  and 
"  burden,  and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily 
"  befet,  and  run  writh  patience  the  race 
"  that  is  fet  before  us,  looking  unto  Jefus 
"  the  author  and  finiiher  of  our  faith, 
"  who,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
*;  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the 
"  fhame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right 
4;  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.f "  And  now 

I  am 
*  Titus  ii.  14.        f  Hebrey/s  *ii,  i3  U 
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I  am  likely  foon  to  fet  forward  as  a  poor 
pilgrim,  to  the  coldeft  and  remotdt  parts 
ot  the  North  of  this  nation,  which  are 
rarely  vifited  by  any  friends  of  the  minif- 
try,  they  meet  with  fo  much  difcourage- 
ment  that  way :  but  I  mud  go  and  labour 
amongft  them,  according  to  the  ability 
given,  for  the  working  out  our  falvation, 
with  fear  and  trembling. 

Seventh  mo.  18th.  To-day  we  had  a 
filent,  but  to  me  and  fome  others  I  hope 
an  edifying  meeting,  under  the  divine  and 
ipiritual  miniftry  of  the  great  minifter  of 
life  and  falvation,  who  therein  fet  before 
me  two  fervices,  the  one  to  procure  fome 
fubfcriptions  for  the  relief  of  a  poor  fa- 
mily, which  after  meeting  I  fet  about  and 
fucceeded  in;  the  other  my  journey  to 
the  North,  with  a  lively  and  frefli  encou- 
ragement thereto,  under  the  confideration 
of  the  uncertainty  of  our  time  here,  and 
that  if  my  duty  to  God  required  me  to  be 
doing  one  thing  in  one  place,  and  death 
fhould  arreft  me  doing  fomething  elfe  in 
another  place,  how  miferable  would  my 
itate  be!  The  covenant  of  my  youth  was 
now  brought  to  my  remembrance  with  a 
lively  and  affecting  impreffion,  in  the  lan- 
guage adopted  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
ipeaking  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  "  I  re- 
iU  member  thee, the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth; 
E  e  "  the 
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"  the  love  of  thine  efpoufals,  when  thou 
"  wenteft  after  me  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a 
"  land  that  was  not  fown.  Ifrael  was  ho- 
"  linefs  to  the  Lord,  and  the  firft  fruits  of 
"  his  encreafe.*"  When  I  firft  gave  up  to 
the  heavenly  vifitation,  how  was  my  heart 
melted  into  holy  admiration  of  the  love 
of  God,  and  of  his  condefcenfion  to  my 
low  eftate:  pure  goodnefs  was  then  all  my 
defire  and  delight.  In  the  intervals  of 
labour  I  loved  to  retire  from  all  the  world, 
to  him  my  beft  friend,  who  was  with  me 
in  my  labour,  inftrucling  and  helping  me 
in  it,  and  making  hard  things  eafy,  fo 
that "  I  walked  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight," 
my  mind  being  in  heaven,  often  overflowing 
with  the  effufion  of  his  grace,  and  goodnefs. 
Under  this  enlivening  recollection,  an  ar- 
dent defire  was  rekindled  in  my  heart,  to  re- 
new my  covenant,  to  return  to  my  firft  love; 
and  do  my  firft  works,  in  an  unreferved 
refignation,  to  do  the  will  of  God.  And 
my  heart  was  influenced  with  a  wifh,  that 
our  young  people  in  general,  might  be 
induced  to  love  religious  retirement  in  or- 
der therein  to  became  acquainted  with  the 
wonderful  counfellor,  who  is  more  readily 
met  with  therein,  than  in  the  crowds, 
commotions,  and  tumults  of  the  world, 
and  in  their  own  experience  prove,  that 
&  It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he  bear  the 

"  yoke 
*  Jer.  ii,  2,  3. 
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u  yoke  in  his  youth,  he  fitteth  alone,  and 
"  keepeth  filence — He  putteth  his  mouth 
tc  in  the  dufl,  if  fo  be  there  may  be  hope:*" 
May  our  converfation  be  in  heaven,  and 
our  language  and  whole  demeanour  make 
it  manifeft  that  we  have  been  with  Jefus. 

Eighth  mo.  4th.  I  returned  from  vifit- 
ing  the  families  of  Timahoe  meeting,  in 
company  with  Jofeph  Williams,  wherein  a 
divine  vifitation  feemed  to  be  renewedly 
extended  to  them:  It  is  much  to  be  de- 
fired,  that  they  may  duly  embrace  it,  to 
come  up  in  their  duty,  and  to  perfevere 
in  well-doing,  to  the  end  of  their  days. 

Such  vifits  among  our  friends,  under 
divine  influence,  are  of  fervice,  and  wor- 
thy of  being  often  performed,  as  tending 
to  renew  the  bonds  of  friendfhip,  in  the 
truth ;  to  provoke  to  love  and  good  works, 
and  as  they  are  engaged  fleadily  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord,  frequently  prove  feafons 
of  renewing  of  ftrength  to  the  vifitors3 
as  well  as  vifited. 

Two  days  after,  viz.  the  6th  of  8  mo» 
he  fet  forward  on  his  vifit  to  friends  of 
Ulfter  province,  taking  his  way  by  the 
quarterly  meeting  for  Leinfter  province, 
held  at  Moate;  and  after  the  conclufion 
thereof  proceeded  to  Oldcaitle,  Coothill 
and  Caftlelhane,  in  each  of  which  three 

meetings 

*  Lam.  iii.  27,  z8,  29. 
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meetings  he  did  not  only  labour  amongft 
his  friends  in  their  public  affemblies,  but 
alfo  vifited  them  in  their  feveral  families. 
From  Cafilefhane,  he  croffed  over  to  Lur- 
gan,  and  was  on  firft  day  at  the  meeting 
there,  it  being  their  men's  and  women's 
meeting.  At  that  meeting  I  met  him,  and 
it  was  to  feme  an  edifying  feafon.  From 
Lurgan,  he  went  to  Rathfriland,  and  vifit- 
ed the  families  belonging  to  that  meeting. 
From  thence  he  came  to  Lifburn,  and 
had  a  meeting  there,  next  day  at  Hillfbo- 
rough.  The  three  fucceeding  days  were 
the  quarterly  meeting  at  Ballenderry, 
which  he  attended,  and  had  acceptable 
fervice  therein.  The  following  week,  he 
took  the  meetings  of  Moy alien,  Lurgan, 
Ballihagan,  and  Charlemount,  in  fuccef- 
fion,  vifited  fome  families,  and  was  again 
at  the  meeting  near  Charlemount,  on  firft 
day  following,  which  he  obferves,  was 
large  like  a  province  meeting.  He  conti- 
nued his  courfe,  from  thence,  to  Antrim 
quarter,  and  as  the  vifiting  of  this  quar- 
ter, was  in  a  particular  manner  imprcffed 
as  a  duty  upon  his  mind,  he  vifited  the 
meetings  thereof,  thoroughly,  and  all  or 
mod  of  the  families  of  friends  thereaway. 
On  the  firft  day,  he  was  at  Grange,  of 
which  he  writ  to  a  friend,  "  We  had  a 
**  kind   of   general   meeting  at  Grange 

"  yefterdav* 
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"  yefterday,  there  being  at  it  friends  from 
"  Toberhead,  Ballinacree,  Clough,  Bal- 
"  lymena  and  Antrim,  and  I  think  it  was 
"  a  time  of  renewed  vifitation  of  di- 
"  vine  favour  to  fome.  That  we  may  de- 
"  dicate  the  refidue  of  our  days  to  the 
"  fervice  of  the  Lord  and  his  people,  is 
"  my  fincere  defire  for  us  both,  and  many 
"  more." 

He  fpent  about  a  week  among  friends, 
in  this  quarter.  But  (as  I  recollect)  his 
vifit  both  to  faid  quarter  in  particular, 
and  the  province  in  general,  was  in  fome 
degree  cut  fhort,  by  the  arrival  of  our 
friends  Thomas  Corbyn,  John  Townfend, 
and  Jofeph  Roe, from  London,  John  Storer 
from  Nottingham,  and  James  Backhoufe 
from  the  county  of  Durham,  who  came 
over  in  confequence  of  an  appointment 
of  the  yearly  meeting  of  London,  to  vifit 
the  fundry  meetings  of  discipline,  in  this 
nation.-  Which  vifit  they  entered  upon 
at  the  men's  and  women's  meeting,for  that 
purpofe,  appointed  at  Lifburn  the  10th 
day  of  9  mo.  this  year,  while  my  brother 
was  engaged,  in  the  neighbouring  part  of 
Antrim  quarter.  This  induced  him  to 
come  over  to  that  meeting,  and  the  faid 
friends  being  very  defirous,  that  he  fhould 
be  in  Dublin,  at  the  time  of  their  arrival 
there,  in  the  courfe  of  their  vifit,  he  felt 
E  e  2  eafy 
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eafy  to  accompany  them  to  Antrim,  and 
from  thence  to  Lurgan ;  from  whence 
they  proceeded  to  Charlemount,  to  be  at 
the  men's  and  women's  meeting  there  on 
firft  day,  and  Ballihagan  on  fecond  day. 
My  brother  flaying  firfi  day  morning 
meeting,  at  Lurgan,  had  alfo  an  evening 
meeting  at  Lifburn,  appointed  at  the  fifth 
hour,  and  next  day  at  Newtown.  Fourth 
day  following,  was  'with  the  Englifh 
friends,,  at  the  men's  and  women's  meet- 
ing at  Lurgan,  and  next  day  came  with 
them  to  that  of  Lifhurn,  held  at  Ballender- 
ry.  The  province  meeting  at  Lurgan,  fuc* 
ceeded  by  appointment,  on  lixth,  feventh 
and  firft  days,  over  which  he  flayed,  and 
after  that,  and  having  a  meeting  at  Rath- 
friland,  in  the  market-houfe,  one  more  at 
Lurgan,  and  another  at  Moyallen,  he  re- 
turned to  Dublin. 

When  he  arrived  at  Dublin,  he  found 
Thomas  Dobfon,  (from  near  Carlifle,  who 
had  come  over  under  a  particular  con- 
cern for  that  fervice)  engaged  in  a  vifit 
to  friends1  families  in  that  city:  upon  his 
arrival,  he  joined  him  in  the  fervice,  and 
accompanied  him  to  ninety  families,  he 
having  vifited  forty-fix,  before  my  bro* 
ther's  return. 

And  in  about  three  months  after,  Mat- 
thew Johnfon  from  Ccrnwood,  in  North- 
umberland^ 
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umberland,  coming  to  the  aforcfaid  city, 
under  the  like  concern,  (after  difcharging 
himfelf  in  the  fame  fervice  to  the  meet- 
ings of  Liiburn  and  Ballenderry)  my  bro- 
ther accompanied  him  alfo  in  his  vifit  to 
the  families  of  friends  there.  Thus  he 
was  diligently  engaged,  mod  part  of  his 
latter  days,  in  almoft  a  continued  feries- 
of  laborious  fervice  in  the  church,  either 
at  home  or  abroad. 

When  we  refleft  upon  the  repeated  vi- 
fits  of  this  kind,  which  divers  other  friends 
from  diftant  parts,  as  well  as  thofe  above- 
mentioned,  from  the  frefh  and  lively  im- 
preffions  of  duty,  have  been  engaged  in 
to  friends,  in  the  different  quarters  of  this 
nation;  leaving,  or  fubmitting  to  be  de- 
tained from  every  near  connexion  in  fife, 
to  labour  amongft  us,  in  the  work  of  the 
gofpel,  not  only  in  public,  but  from 
houfe  to  houfe;  and  often  in  the  clear 
opening  of  our  ftates,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  truth,  even  as  from  man  to  man, 
it  fhould  affeft  every  confiderate  mind, 
with  humbling  fenfations  of  thankfulnefs, 
to  our  beneficent  Creator,  for  his  unbound- 
ed loving-kindnefs,  and  mercy  to  us,  as 
a  people,  under  the  view  that  altho*  the 
profeffors  of  truth,  many  of  them  (one 
going  to  his  farm,  and  another  to  his  mer- 
chandize)   have   flighted  repeated  calls, 

and 
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and  excufed  themfelves,  from  the  necef. 
fary  preparation,  for  admittance  to  the 
marriage-fupper,  he  hath  not  yet  given 
charge  to  his  fervants,  to  go  to  the  lanes 
and  high-ways,  to  call  in  others;  but  is 
ftill  caufing  us  to  be  flriven  with,  in  clofe 
and  fearching  labour.  May  the  ferious  con- 
fideration  hereof,  fo  imprefs  our  minds  as 
to  produce  holy  refolution.  to  turn  to  him 
that  finite th  us,  and  in  reality,  to  feek 
the  Lord  of  hofts.  Remembring  the  day 
of  our  vifitation  hath  it's  afligned  period, 
in  the  determination  of  his  unfearchable 
wifdom,  who  hath  declared  fcC  my  fpirit* 
"  fhall  not  always  ftrive  with  man,  for 
"  that  he  alfo  is  flefh.*" 

On  the  3d  day  of  9  mon.  1778,  he  fet 
forward  on  a  journey,  to  vifit  his  friends 
in  the  province  of  Munfler,  making  his 
way  pretty  direftly  thro'  the  county  of 
Carlow  to  Clonmel,  where  he  commenced 
his  vifit  to  faid  province,  being  there  on 
a  firft  day,  at  their  two  meetings.  On 
fecond  day  he  writes,  "  Not  fuiting  for 
"  any  public  meeting  hereaway,  being 
*  the  time  of  their  affizes,  we  were  at 
"  nineteen  friends'  houfes,  and  had  good 
"  opportunities  in  fevcral  of  them. "  So 
proceeding,  he  had  meetings  in  courfe, 

at 

*  Gen.  vi.  &. 
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at  the  following  places,  viz.  Cafhel,  Gar- 
ryroan,  Limerick:  Cork  on  firft  day,  the 
two  public  meetings,  and  a  third,  with 
divers  friends  in  the  evening  at  Jofeph 
Garratt's,  on  fecond  day  he  went  to  Ban- 
don,  accompanied  by  feveral  friends,  and 
back  to  Cork;  was  at  their  meeting  on 
third  day,  and  after  it,  at  the  men's 
meeting;  on  fourth  day  to  Youghal,  to  a 
meeting  appointed  at  five  o'clock  that 
evening,  frayed  their  week-day  meeting 
next  day,  and  after  it  returned  to  Cork, 
to  the  quarterly  meeting.  From  thence 
by  Garryroan,  and  Clonmel,  to  Water- 
ford,  where  his  vifit  terminated.  He  fell 
in  with  the  meetings  of  Foreft,  county  of 
Wexford,  Carlow  and  Rathangan,  in  his 
way  from  Waterford  to  the  quarterly 
meeting  for  Leinfler  province,  held  at 
Edenderry,  the  4th  of  10th  month,  and 
from  thence  returned  home. 

He  continued  at  and  about  home,  for 
near  eleven  months,  for  juft  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  fucceeding  year,  viz.  the  2d 
of  9th  month,  1779,  he  left  home,  to  go 
to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Edenderry, 
and  thence  by  Moate  and  Ballimurry,  he 
made  his  way  into  Ultler  province  again  ; 
b^:ng  at  Gldcaftie  on  firft  day,  the  10th 
of  9th  month.  From  thence  to  a  meeting 
at  Coothill,  which  was  a  large  crowded 

meeting 
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meeting,  feveral  of  the  town's  people,  £ 
fuppofe  coming  in.  From  Coothill,  he 
came  to  Caftlefhane,  thence  to  Moyallenr 
and  attended  the  week-day  meeting  at 
Lurgan,  which,  he  lays,  was  a  large  and 
good  meeting.  The  quarterly  meeting  at 
Lifbum  fucceeding,  he  attended  it.  and  af- 
ter that,  was  at  meetings  at  Rathfriland, 
Moyallen,  Ballihagan,  and  near  Charle- 
mount  fucceffively.  At  this  lafh  meeting, 
he  joined  in  the  vifit  to  the  families  of 
friends,  and  in  company  with  fome  friends* 
of  that  meeting,  performed  the  faid  vifit 
thoroughly,  fpending  therein  near  two 
weeks,  altho'  elofely  engaged  day  by  day* 
After  this  fervice,  he  vifited  the  meetings 
of  Antrim  quarter,  and  the  reft  of  the 
meetings  of  the  province  in  courfe,  finifh- 
ing  his  fervice,  at  the  province-meeting 
at  Lurgan,  the  29th  and  30th  of  the  10th 
month. 

The  next  fervice  I  find  him  engaged 
in,  was  a  vifit  to  the  monthly  meetings^ 
of  Mountrnelick,  and  Edenderry,  in  his 
letter  to  me  dated  id  month,  1780-, -he 
writes,  "  In  the  very  cold  weather,  which 
"  we  have  had,  I  vifited  all  the  particu- 
"  lar  meetings  of  Mountrnelick  and  Eden- 
"  derry  monthly  meetings,  and  tho'  I 
"  could  not  but  lament  the  ftate  of  many 

"  careleis. 
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"  carelefs  profefibrs,  yet  I  had  good  fatis- 
M  faction  in  difcharging  my  duty  therein. 
In  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  he 
made  another  excurfion,  thro5  fome  parts 
of  Leiniter  province,  and  as  far  as  Wa- 
terford.     And  about  the  fame  feafott,  as 
the  two  -pad  years,   viz.  on  or  about  the 
22d..8th  month,  1780, he  fet  out  again,  on 
a  vifit  to  friends,  in  the  province  of  Mun- 
fter.     In  his  firft  day's  journey  his  guide 
dropped  his  faddle-bags,  whereby  being 
deprived  of  neceffary  change  of  linen,  &ti 
for  the  journey  before  Vim,   I  was  told  it 
put  him  to  a  ftand  whether -to  proceed  or 
return  home;  and  alfo  upon  ferioufly  con- 
jidering  the  grounds  he  fet  out  on,  and 
the  validity  of  his  commiffion;  and  upon 
confulting   the  oracle  in  his  own  breaft, 
it  was  intimated  to  him,  that  he  muff  go 
forward,  if  his  life  went  for  it.      And  to 
the  grounds,  or  motive  of  his  journey, 
the  firft  meeting  he  had,  was  at  Mount- 
melick,  from  whence  he  writ  "  We  had 
*c  a    good   meeting  here  to  day,    which 
cc  feemed  as  a  fre-fh  feal  to  my  commif- 
"  fion,  and  makes  me  ftrongly  defire  I 
"  may  be  preferved,  to  attend  fingly  to 
<c  my  duty,  and  faithfully  difcharge  it" 
From  Mountmelick,  he  went  by  Rofcrea, 
Birr/ and  Kilconinmore,  to  Limerick  to 
-the  province  meeting  for  Munfter,  which, 

by 
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by  the  account  he  gave,  was  faid  to  have 
been  the  largeft  that  was  remembered  in 
that  place,  many  friends  from  Leinfter 
attending  it; — Asd  further,  "  The  kind 
"  father  and  author  of  all  our  mercies, 
<c  favours  my  mind  with  the  fweet  fenfe 
"  of  his  divine  love,  and  a  defire  to  fol- 
"  low  and  ferve  him,  who  is  a  rich  re- 
"  warder  of  all  his  faithful  fervants." 
Here  being  requefled  by  friends,  to  for- 
ward the  family  vifit,  he  confented,  there- 
in following  the  pointings  of  duty.  _On 
the  fourth  day,  after  the  province  meet- 
ing, in  conjunction  with  divers  friends  of 
that  province,  he  entered  upon  this  exer- 
cifing  fervice;  his  fucceeding  labours  in 
.this  and  the  following  fervice,  may  be  befl 
tmderftood  from  extrafts,  from  his  own 
letters,  written  to  his  wife,  during  his  be- 
ing engaged  therein. 

Limerick,  if!  9th  month,  1780. 

*«  On  fourth  day,  we  began  the  family 
"  vifit  here,  and  that  day,  we  had  fix 
"  folemn  opportunities;  vifiting  fo  many 
"  families,  and  yefterday  we  followed  the 
"  bufinefs  clofely ;  having  eight  folemn 
"  meetings,  fome  of  which  held  long,  fo 
■u  that  it  was  near  ten  at  night,  when  the 
"  lad  of  them  broke  up.     We  hope  that 

"  two 
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*f  two  days  more,  will  be  fufficient  to 
"  finifli  the  family  vifit  here,  fo  after  firft 
44  day,  expeft  to  be  thoroughly  clear  of 
44  this  part  of  Munfter,  and  on  fecond  day 
44  to  proceed  with  the  friends,  who  flay 
44  with  me  here,  to  Cork.  To  look  at  the 
44  labour,  inafervice  of  this  kind,  thro* 
44  fuch  a  very  large  increafing  extenfive 
44  meeting,  as  that  of  Cork,  would  appear 
44  very  weighty,  andalmolt  terrifying,  were 
44  it  not  for  the  earneft,  which  the  great 
44  and  good  mafter  hath  already  given  us: 
"  who  hath  led  us  along,  in  the  fweet  en- 
44  joyment  of  his  own  pure  love,  and  there- 
44  in  hath  united  our  fpirits,  and  hath 
44  opened  a  door  of  utterance,  to  the 
44  reaching  the  witnefs,  and  tendering  the 
44  hearts  of  many." 


Cork,  13th  9th  moot*. 

44  It  is  now,  fomewhat  hard  for  me  to 
44  get  a  little  time  to  write,  we  are  fo  clofe- 
44  ly  employed  from  early  in  the  morning 
44  till  late  in  the  evening.  We  were  on 
44  the  fervice  yefterday,  and  to  day,  at  a 
44  little  paft  feven  in  the  morning.  We 
44  had  nine  family  meetings  on  fecond 
44  day  j  yefterday,  one  before  meeting, 
44  five  after,  and  to  day  hath  been  a  day 
F  f  «  of 


*5° 


The   LIFE   of 


"  of  almoft  inceffant  labour,  having  had 
"  nine  family  meetings,  and  fome  of 
"  them  pretty  long,  and  fome  alfo  much 
"  favoured,  with  the  fweet  flow  of  the 
"  heavenly  father's  love,  to  the  tendering 
"  the  hearts  of  divers.  Under  "this  di- 
cc  vine  faveur,  I  have  had  a  ftrong  defire* 
<c  on  the  behalf  of  our  children,  that  the 
4C  great  author  of  pure  goodnefs,  would 
«c  incline  their  hearts  more  and  more  to 
<c  their  principal  intereft,  and  clothe  their 
<«  minds  with  the  heavenly  fenfe  of  his 
4C  love,  and  with  the  humility  becoming 
**  dependingcreatures,and  enamour  them 
"  with  the  beauty  of  truth,  which  will 
"  never  wax  old,  that  thro*  its  power, 
ci  they  might  freely  facrifice  to  him,  what 
<c  he  calls  for;  and  not  look  after  the 
4C  temptations  and  vanities  of  the  world; 
"  but  have  the  eye  fingle  to  things  infi- 
44  nitely  more  important,  that  therein 
<c  they  may  be  bleffed  of  the  Lord,  with 
*c  his  favour,  which  is  better  than  all 
<tf  things  elfe." 

1 6th,  9th  month,  1780. 

«  This  hath  been  a  day  of  favour,  to 
cc  me  and  my  friends,  employed  on  the 
"  family  vifit :  a  tender  vifitation  from 
*  the  father  of  mercies,  hath  been  ex- 

"  tended 
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H  tended  to  divers  families ;  particularly 
u  one  young  man,  and  his  wife,  who 
"  was  not  educated  in  our  fociety,  but 
"  this  day  was  reduced  to  tendernefs, 
"  both  (he  and  her  hufband.  I  wifh  they 
cc  may  retain  it,  and  come  in  at  the  right 
"  door  to  be  ufeful  and  exemplary.  We 
"  have  followed  the  work,  with  great 
*€  diligence  from  early  in  the  morning  till 
"  late  in  the  evening,  having  in  the  courfe 
"  of  this  week  vifited  above  fifty  famihes, 
"  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  perfons." 
In  his  next  letter,  and  the  lail  he 
wrote,  he  gives  an  account  of  a  current 
diforder,  viz.  the  dyfentery,  with  which 
many  had  been  feized,  and  that  it  had 
followed  him  very  clofely  for  feveral  days. 
It  feems  that,  partly  from  referve,  but 
chiefly,  from  a  defire  to  accomplish  the 
remaining  part  of  the  fervice  before  himr 
fo  as  to  get  through  it  in  time,  to  return 
home,  againft  the  enfuing  half-year's 
meeting;  he  fuffered  this  diforder  to  ga- 
ther ftrength  before  he  let  it  be  known, 
to  a  degree  of  obftinacy,  beyond  the  pow- 
er of  medicine  to  remove:  for  although 
no  care  of  attendance,  or  fuitable  appli- 
cations, under  the  direction  of  fkilful  phy- 
ficians  were  wanting,  yet  thefe  proving  in- 
effectual, he  departed  out  of  this  tranfitory 
ftate  of  exiftence,  in  much  tranquillity  of 

mind, 
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mind,  at  the  houfe  of  his  kind  friend, 
Jofeph  Garratt,  in  Cork,  on  the  6th  day 
of  the  loth  month  1780,  and  was  buried 
in  friend's  burying  ground,  in  the  fuburbs 
of  that  city,  the  9th  of  the  fame  month, 
his  funeral  being  largely  attended  by 
friends  and  many  others,  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, by  fome  friends  from  thence,  one  of 
whom  writes,  "  We  had  a  folemn  oppor- 
"  tunity,  the  wing  of  ancient  goodnefs 
M  being  over  the  affembly,  in  the  per- 
"  formance  of  the  laft  office,  due  to  the 
*'  worthy  deceafed." 

Thus  it  pleafed  the  divine  Being,  in 
whofe  hands  our  lives  are,  to  releafe  him 
from  further  labour,  in  the  church  mili- 
tant, and  remove  him  from  works  to  re- 
wards, leaving  among  his  furviving  friends 
a  good  favour;  his  removal  being  gene- 
rally regretted,  and  his  memory  greatly 
and  extenfively  refpected,  by  moft  or  all 
that  knew  him;  being  a  man  of  meek- 
nefs,  humility  and  univerfal  benevolence  ; 
kindly  difpofed,  and  affeftionate  to  his 
friends,  and  mankind  in  general,  he  in 
return,  poffeffed  their  afFe&icnate  regard 
and  efteem  in  a  general  way. 

In  his  fpirit,  he  was  preferved  bright 
and  living,  thro'  his  conclufive  labour, 
and  to  the  laft  period  of  his  life,  by  the 
accounts  I  received,  from  fome  of  thofe 

who 
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who  were  fharers,  and  wimelfes  thereof. 

My  refpected  friend    Samuel   Nea!^,    in 

fympathy  with  our  forrow,  for  the  lofs  of 

a  near  and  juftly  beloved  relation,  obliged 

me  with  an  aifetting  epiftle  of  condolence, 

in  which  he  expreffeth,  "  It  is  needlefs  to 

'  fay,  he  is  a  great  lofs,  in  a  fociety  ca- 

6  pacity    he    was    fervent  and  devoted  ; 

Q  his  lamp  was  replenifhed  with  oil,  and 

c  it  {hined  as  bright  as  ever  in  my  judg- 

c  ment,  he  finifhed  his  courfe  as  a  faith- 

c  ful  foldier;  he  finifhed  it,  making  war 

c  in  righteoufnefs.      I  was  with  him  at 

c  Limerick,  at  our  province  meeting,  and 

c  accompanied    him,     to    the    families 

8  there,  pretty  generally;  he  was  like  ar* 

c  overflowing  fpring,  and  freely  diifufed 

c  what  he  was  made  partaker  of,  amongfl 

6  his  friends  and  brethren,  and  all  that 

1  came  in  his  way*    After  which  he  came 

c  to    our    city,    and  the  fame  ftrength, 

c  zeal,  and  authority  attended  him,  here 

c  in  the  public  meeting,  and  more  fele£t 

c  opportunities  I  was  at  with  him*     He 

c  was  at  the  labour,  early  and  late,  until 

c  forced  tofubmit  to  the  encreafing  infir- 

c  mity  of  body,  I  think  he  had  finifhed  all 

6  to  five  families,  when  the  great  orderer 

6  of  all  things,  gave  him  a  releafe  from 

"  further  militant  labour  in  his  church. 

*  He 
Ff  z 
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"  He  was  calm  and  compofed  in  his  mind, 
"  faid,  he  was  refigned  to  the  divine  will 
"  and  was  prepared  for  the  event,  relying 
"  on  the  mercy  of  God*  He  was  certainly 
f*  much  favoured,  by  a  divine  qualifica- 
"  tion5  and  as  the  evening  approached, 
f1  his  fun  went  down  bright,  which  is  the 
'     "  crown  of  all." 

And  altho'  he  had  his  clofe  trials,  and 
difcouraging  profpects,  in  various  feafons 
of  his  life,  as  we  may  gather  from  the 
preceding  pages,  yet  being  through  all 
enabled  to  ftay  his  mind  on  the  Lord,  he 
was  preferved  in  peaceful  refignation,  and 
fefely  brought  through  them  all;  and  was 
favoured  to  enjoy  the  evening  of  his  day, 
as  to  fecular  engagements,  in  ferenity,  and 
/  calm  repofe,  in  a  ftate  of  liberty  to  de- 
vote himfelf  more  fully,  to  the  fervice  of 
I  truth,  and  to  fulfil  his  miniftry  to  the 
I  edification  of  the  churches  in  this  nation: 
He  lived  to  fee  his  children  well  fettled 
in  marriage,  to  his  full  fatisfa&ion,  or 
in  a  way  to  fupport  themfelves  reputably, 
if  favoured  with  the  divine  bleffing  upon 
their  labours,  and  preferved  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  which  he  defired  for  them,  more 
than  outward  riches.  Incited  through  the 
gracious  vifitation  of  divine  goodnefs  to 
him  in  his  youth,  in  the  firft  place,  to  feek 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteouf- 

nefs, 


JAMES    GO  UGH.        155 

nefs,  he  found  the  promife  verified,  that 
a  fufficiency  of  other  things  were  added. 
And  having  been  fpared  to  his  family,  till 
his  immediate  alfiftance  became  lefs  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  fupport ;  and  to  the 
church,  till  his  day's  work  was  in  a  good 
degree  well  accomplifhed  ;  he  came  to 
his  grave,  in  nigh  a  full  age,  as  a  fhock 
of  corn,  cometh  in  his  feafon,#  experien- 
cing the  work  of  righteoufnefs  to  be  peace, 
and  the  effect  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnefs 
and  affurance  for  ever.f  From  hence  thofe 
who  may  be  tried  with  the  like  probations, 
as  this  is  a  world  of  viciffitude,  may  receive 
encouragement  in  the  cloudy  feafon,  in 
faith  and  patience,  to  caft  their  care  on 
that  divine  Being,  who  careth  for  his  own, 
and  will  bring  them  fafely  thro'  all  diffi- 
culties, and  difcouragements,  provided 
their  hearts  are  fincere  toward  him,  and 
all  things  will  work  together  for  good,  to 
thofe  that  love  God. 

Now  the  end  of  thefe  publications,  is 
not  to  extol  the  man,  fo  much  as  to  re- 
commend righteoufnefs  to  mankind,  by 
pointing  out  the  beneficial  and  happy 
eife&s  thereof,  in  real  life:  and  as  the 
defire  of  happinefs,  plantecf  deep  in  our 
nature,   is  an  univerfal  affe&ion  of  the 

human 

*  Job.  v.  z6.  f  Ifa.  xxxii.  17, 
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human  mind,  (although  too  often  fought 
in  things  that  cannot  give  it,  or  at  beft, 
but  the  fhadowy  and  deceptive  appear- 
ance  thereof,)  to  incite  them  in  imitation 
of  the  juft,  to  feek  it  where  only  it  is  to 
be  found,  in  pure  religion  and  virtue, 
walking  in  all  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord  blamelefs.  If  we  have  regarded  the 
deceafed  with  affectionate  efteem,  and  ho- 
noured them  for  their  works'  fake,  let  our 
regard  for  their  memory,  prompt  us  to 
the  imitation  of  their  good  examples.  If 
we  regret  their  lofs,  and  the  vacancy  of 
their  places,  let  us  confider  that  a  meafure 
of  the  fame  divine  fpirit,  which  wrought 
powerfully  in  them  for  their  redemption, 
and  enlivened  them  to  every  good  word 
and  work,  is  alfo  given  to  us  individually, 
for  the  effecting  of  the  fame  happy  expe- 
rience in  us,  whereby  through  faithful 
obedience  on  our  parts,  we  may  receive 
qualification  to  fill  up  fome  of  the  vacant 
feats;  be  ferviceable  in  our  refpe&ive  al- 
lotments ;  exemplary  in  our  lives,  and 
blefled  ijt  our  end. 
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NDER  a  concern  for  theV welfare 
of  our  religious  fociety,  yet  left  in 
Ireland,  I  think  it  my  duty,  "^pftir  up 
"  the  pure  mind  by  way  of  remembrance, 
I.  In  the  firft  place,  I  defire  that  none 
under  our  name,  may  be  raw  and  igno- 
rant, at  a  lofs,  if  afked  what  we  profefs, 
or  what  is  our  fundamental  principle  y 
but  having  the  heart-felt^experlence  there- 

of, 
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of,  "  be  ready  always,"  (as  a  good  apofHe 
advifes)  "  to  give  an  anfwer,"  or  a  "  rea- 
"  fon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with 
"  meeknefs  and  fear.*" 

We  profefs  to  be  a  people  called  out  of 
the  corrupt  fpirit,  and  cuftoms  of  the 
world,  out  of  all  evil  words  and  works, 
to  follow  Chrift,  in  a  clofe  inward  adhe- 
rence to  the  fecret  difcoveries,  which  he 
gives  us  of  our  duty ;  that  as  his  faith- 
ful fervants,  we  may  enjoy  his  favour, 
both  while  here,  and  eternally  hereafter.* 

And  our  fundamental  principle  is  this, 
that  as  God  has  created  us  to  be  for  ever 
happy,  he  hath  bellowed  his  light,  grace, 
or  holy  fpirit,  to  fit  and  prepare  us  for  it. 
Hereby  he  teacheth  us  what  to  deny,  and 
how  to  live,  to  attain  this  great  and  glo- 
rious end. 

If  we  adhere  to  this  divine  gift,  we  {hall 
love  him  above  all  things,  and  other  gifts 
and  bleffings,  as  we  ought  to  do.  Parents 
will  love  their  children  in  the  Lord.  Chil- 
dren will  be  an  honour  to  their  parents, 
by  a  welkguarded,  and  dutiful  conduct. 
The  young,  and  the  aged,  will  be  joined 
as  brethren,  in  one  good  concern. 

Thus  would  a  holy  harmony,  be  feen 
and  felt,  as  formerly:    And  we,   in  that 

peace 

•     *  'i  Peter  iii.   15.    „ 
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peace,  order  and  union,  reverencing  the 
Lord  our  God,  fliould  enjoy  the  fweet 
influences  of  his  prefence,  and  the  joy  of 
his  falvation. 

Why  are  we  members  of  a  feparate 
fociety,  but  to  be  more  clofely  connected 
with  the  divine  fource  of  all  purity  and 
goodnefs,  walking  in  the  light  of  the  Lord, 
that  it  might  fhine  in  our  lives,  as  way- 
marks  to  neighbours  and  fober  enquirers, 
that  they,  being  won  by  our  good  conver- 
sation, may  have  caufe  to  blefs  God  on 
our  behalf?  Thus  were  many  convinced 
of  our  principles,  and  drawn  into  our  fo- 
ciety, even  at  the  hazard  or  lofs  of  all 
that  was  dear  to  them  in  the  world. 

II.  I  think  it  neceffary,  to  enter  upon 
fome  points  more  particularly,  and  to  add 
fuch  exhortations  thereupon,  as  my  pre- 
fent  concern  may  engage  me  to  impart. 

"  Submit  yourfelves  to  every  ordinance 
"  of  man  for  the  Lord's  fake:*"  actively, 
when  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  God; 
paffively,  when  it  is  oppofite  thereto.  This 
is  conformable  to  the  example  of  Chrift 
and  his  apoftles,  as  well  as  of  good  men, 
in  former  ages,  and  of  ail  the  worthy  mar- 
tyrs in  later  days. 

The 
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The  Jews  complained  of  Chrift,  for 
tranfgreffing  or  breaking  their  laws:  at 
laft  when  Pontius  Pilate  faid,  repeatedly, 
"  I  find  no  fault  in  him,"  they  anfwered, 
"  We  have  a  law,  and  by  our  law  he 
"  ought  to  die.*" 

From  our  fundamental  principle,  be- 
forementioned, proceeded  our  well-known 
principles,  or  teftimony  for  Chrift  our 
Lord,  in  its  fundry  branches,  which  it  is 
cur  incumbent  duty  to  bear,  and  to  {hew 
forth  to  the  world ;  as  in  the  following 
inftances. 

III.  Our  bleffed  Lord  commands  us, 
"  not  to  fwear  at  all."  It  is  our  duty 
firmly  to  obey  his  command,  whenever  we 
are  tried  herein,  and  rather  to  fuffer  pa- 
tiently what  human  laws  may  inflict, 
than  to  take  an  oath,  on  any  account 
whatfoever.  Thus  Daniel  and  the  three 
worthy  Hebrews,  chofe  rather  to  facrifice 
their  bodies  to  the  lion's  den,  and  to  the 
fiery  furnace,  than  to  comply  with  the 
law  of  man,  when  it  demanded  a  revolt 
from  their  duty,  to  their  fupreme  Sove- 
reign. 

IV.  The  law  of  man  fometimes  re- 
quires wars  and  fightings,  and  actively 
to  contribute  thereto :  but  Chrift  com- 
mands us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  do  to 

all 
*  John  six.  4,  6,  7. 
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all  men  nothing  but  what  is  good.     As 
his  profeffed  fubjects,we  cannot  therefore, 
actively    contribute    to    military    affairs. 
Our  Lord  laid  to  Pilate,  "  If  my  kingdom 
"  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fer* 
"  vants  fight.*"  Again,  whatever  injuries 
or  ill  ufage  we  receive,  we  mud  follow 
his  pattern,  not  rendering  reviling  for  re- 
viling, leaving  vengeance  to  the  Lord  to 
whom  it  belongs.    None  amongfl  us,  rauft 
either  fight,  or  do  any  violent  action, tend- 
ing to  provoke  thereto.     We  mull  trud 
in  the  Lord,  and  then  he  will  difcover 
the  bed  means  of   helping  and  healing 
the  evil  in  others,  or  animate  us  innocent- 
ly to  bear  cur  teftimony  againfl  it,  where 
hearts  are  too  hard  to  admit  any  offered 
help.     In  this  cafe  our  Lord  affures  us, 
that  great  is  our  reward  in  heaven  :    for 
fuch  ufage  the  righteous  who  were  be- 
fore us,  have  met  with. 

V.  Our  dear  Lord  commands  his  own 
minifters  freely  to  give,  as  from  him  they 
freely  receive;  and  he  changeth  not :  a 
hireling  man-made  miniftry  therefore,  is 
none  of  his;  nor  can  we  join  in  fupport- 
ing  it,  as  fuch.  Tho*  the  law  of  man 
hath  eftabliftied  it,  we  ought  to  do  as  the 
apoitles  did,  M  And  to  obey  God  rather 
G  g  "  than 

*  John  xviii.  3<5. 


i6i         A/    EPISTLE 

"  than  man.*"  The  gofpel  of  Chrift  is 
free,  not  fubjeft  to  worldly  traffic.  It  can 
neither  be  bought  nor*  fold.  It  is  the  pow- 
er of  God  to  falvation.  It  brings  the  foul, 
•which  receives  and  fubmits  to  it,  into  im- 
mortal union  with  the  father  of  lights,  by 
leavening  it  into  his  divine  nature.  That 
whieh  felfijh  priefts  purchafe  and  demand 
money  for,  is  therefore  not  the  gofpel ; 
and  their  pretending  it  to  befo,  is  an  art- 
ful impofition. 

This  with  many  other  things  of  like 
kind,  our  anceftorsr  difcovered  in  the 
true  light,  and  therefore  (like  holy  Da- 
niel and  his  brethren)  paffively  fubmitted 
to  the  laws,  which  required  the  fupport  of 
this  impofition,  and  to  the  rigorous  ex- 
ecution of  thofe  laws.  By  their  courage 
and  conftancy  herein,  they  made  the 
way  ftnooth  and  eafy  to  us,  our  fufferings 
being  light,  in  comparifon  of  theirs.  It 
was  nothing  but  the  love  of  God,  that 
animated  them  cheerfully  to  fuffer  great 
fpoiling  of  goods,  with  long  and  hard  im- 
prifonments:  feparated  from  all  that  wTas 
near  and  dear  to  them  in  the  world.  It 
was  in  the  fupport  of  their  teftimony  to 
the  univerfality  of  God's  love  to  mankind, 
ivho  invites  them  that  are  athirft,    and 

them 
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them  that  have  no  money,  to  come  and 
buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
without  price. 

May  their  defcendants  and  fuccefibrs, 
from  generation  to  generation,  come  up 
after  them,  in  the  fame  noble  caufe.  So 
would  they  minifter  joy,  to  fuch  as  have 
no  other  intereft  in  view,  but  the  fpirituai 
health  and  vigor  of  the  body,  and  of 
every  member  therein.  Some  indeed  of 
late  years,  have  degenerated  from  that 
fidelity  to  God,  which  thofe  worthies  ever 
firmly  manifeited.  Thefe  throw  down 
what  their  forefathers  laboured  to  build 
up,  and  diffolve  that  fpirituai  bond,  which 
fhould  unite  us  in  faith  and  love.  I  ear- 
neitly  defire  they  would  draw  near  in  fpi- 
rit  to  Chrift,  and  to  his  militant  church, 
to  be  a  help  to  faithful  friends.  When 
any  of  you  are  tried  with  future  demands 
on  fuch  accounts,  I  cannot  but  wifli  for 
you,  as  I  lookback  to  the  worthies  gone, 
that  like  them'ye  may  (land  fad,  in  the 
freedom  of  the  gofpel,  without  flinching* 
or  any  way  evading  our  teftimony  for  it. 
I  fully  believe  that  your  fidelity,  in  fuch 
trials,  would  be  the  means  of  giving  you 
new  life  and  ftrength,  for  the  zealous 
and  upright  difcharge  of  other  chriitian 
duties,,  and  of  making  you  both  ufeful 

and 
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and    honourable  members,    not  only  of 
civil,  but  alfo  of  religious  fociety. 

As  to  that  formal  worfhip,  which  is 
begun  and  carried  on  in  the  will  of  man, 
our  faithful  predecefibrs  could  have  no 
unity  with  it,  nor  actively  contribute  to 
the  fupport  of  the  places  or  materials  ap- 
propriated to  fuch  worfhip. 

VI.  On  the  other  hand,  they  mod  con- 
icientioufiy  paid  an  active  obedience  to 
the  laws,  which  enjoin  the  payment  of 
cuftoms,  duties,  and  excife,  to  the  King 
and  government;  and  were  zealous,  both 
by  example  and  precept,  to  induce  all  to 
be  careful  and  pun&ual  therein,  and  not 
on  any  account  to  deal  in  goods  fufpeft- 
ed  to  be  clandeftinely  imported,  nor 
even  to  buy  any  of  them,  for  their  own 
private  consumption.  So  fhould  we  ftill 
keep  ourfelves,  entirely  clear  from  this, 
and  every  other  fort  of  unrighteous  gains 
or  favings. 

VII.  The  law  of  the  land,  fets  apart 
one  day  in  feven,  for  religious  retirement, 
and  the  worfhip  of  God.  This  our  fore- 
fathers approved  of,  and  religioufiy  ob- 
served; tho'  at  the  fame  time,  they  tefti- 
fied  that  the  Jewifli  fabbath  is  ended,  by 
the  coming  of  Chrift;  and  that,  there  is 
no  inherent  hotinefs,  in  any  one  day  more 
than  another.  I  have  long  had  an  ear- 
ned 
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neft  defire,  that  all  our  friends  would  duly 
obferve,  and  apply  that  day,  to  its  proper 
purpofe,  to  begin  each  week  aright,  and 
fo  to  hold  on  to  the  end  of  it;  to  avoid 
as  much  as  poffible,  travelling  about 
worldly  affairs  on  that  day,  and  be  con- 
flant,  while  in  health,  in  attending  meet- 
ings for  worfhip.  Deny  yourfelves  the 
liberty  of  walking  abroad,  at  fuch  time,, 
or  in  fuch  manner,  as  will  not  be  of  good 
example  to  the  idle  multitudes,  who  give 
the  loofe  rein  to  licentious  inclinations,  oa 
that  day:,  but  rather  choofe  to  have  your 
families  collected,  for  reading  the  holy 
fcriptures,  or  what  may  make  good  im- 
preffions  on  their  minds,  that  when  it 
ihall  be  faid,  "  Give  an  account  of  thy 
"  ftew'ardfhip,  for  thou  mayeil  be  no 
"  longer  Reward,"  we  then  may  be 
ready  to  give  our  accounts  with  joy,  and 
receive  the  anfwer  of  "  Weil  done,  good 
"  and  faithful  fervant.  Enter  thou  into 
"  the  joy  of  thy  Lord  " 

VIII.  For  want  of  this  care,  what 
harms  abound !  I  am  loth  to  mention 
them,  but  hope  ye  will  bear  with  me 
when  ye  duly  confider  that,  nothing  but 
well-wifhing  love,  induces  me  to  lay  them 
before  you,  in  order  that  all  might  join 
in  contributing  a  timely  remedy  thereto, 

with; 
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with  the  means  of  doing  it,   which  the 
Lord  furnifhes  us  with. 

It  is  apparent,  that  from  hence  the  love 
of  God  in  many  waxcth  cold.  How  they 
make  light  of  religious  duties !  What  a 
flender  attendance  of  week-day  meetings 
for  the  worfhip  of  God,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  which  are  held  for  an  united  care 
of  the  good  of  the  body !  So  that  it  may 
now  be  faid  of  many,  as  in  forrowful 
days  formerly,  cc  The  ways  of  Zion 
"  mourn,  becaufe  none  come  to  her 
*"  folemn  feafts.*"  Again,what  reftlefsnefs 
in  meetings,  what  outward  indications  of 
fpritual  indolence,  of  abfent  and  wander- 
ing minds,  of  neglect  of  the  awful  duty 
of  worfhip,  due  from  us  to  our  great 
creator,  what  gazing  about,  or  falling 
afieep!  Oh  it  is  grievous,  and  tends  to  give 
ftrangers  a  difhonourable  idea  concerning 
us,  while  we  profefs  the  pure  fpiritual  wor- 
fhip of  God,  according  to  his  own  infti- 
tution;  and  while  our  dear  Saviour  hath 
afiured  us,  that  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  his  name,  he  is  in 
the  midft  of  them.  Again,  from  hence 
what  violations  of  our  chriftian  teftimony 
in  its  fundry  branches,  what  weaknefs  and 
inconfiftency  in  conduct  with  that  divine 
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principle,  which  we  profefs !  How  do 
many  trample  upon  the  precious  labours,, 
and  fufferings  of  men,whofe  memories  are 
and  ever  will  be  bleffed,  as  they  were  va- 
liant for  the  truth,  revealed  to  them  by 
Chrift  their,  deareft  Lord  !  And  fliall  wet 
not  be  brought  to  account  for  thefe  things  ? 
And  will  not  our  account  be  heavier,  ia 
the  reckoning  day,  than  that  of  others, 
who  have  not  been  favoured  in  fo  high  a. 
degree,  nor  fo  much  ftriven  with,  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  Lord,  who  declared  to  the 
old  world,  before  its  final  ruin,  "  My 
"  fpirit  fhall  not  always  drive  with  mam'* 

IX,  Again,  how  many  in  thefe  peril- 
ous days  run  back,  and  draw  others  with 
them,  into  the  vanities  of  the  times,  into 
a  conformity  with  the  world,  both  in  drefs 
and  addrefs,  into  the  company  of  fuch  as 
indulge  the  fame  difpofitions,  till  the  plain 
honeft  manners,  of  fincere  and  affeftion- 
ate  friends,  are  falling  into  difufe,  being 
fuch  as  fome  are  afhamed  of.  Thus  were 
many  afhamed  of  Chrift,  and  offended  in 
him,  for  his  plain  and  humble  appearance, 
when  in  the  body:  but  he  declared  that, 
he  alfo  would  be  afliamed  of  them,  or 
would  deny  them,  before  his  father  and 
his  holy  angels. 

From  thefe  pernicious  liberties,  have 
proceeded  mixt  marriages,  running  out  to 
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the  priefts,  confufion  in  families,  afflic- 
tion and  anguifli  of  parents,  in  the  bad' 
returns  made  to  them  by  dilbbedient  chil- 
dren, painful  wounds  to  our  chriftian  fo- 
ciety.  Many,  by  thefe  traps  and  fnares 
of  the  common  enemy,  have  been  carried 
away  into  the  wide  world;,  and  quite  loft 
as  to  the  dedication  of  their  hearts  and 
lives,  to  the  love  and  fear  of  God:  and 
but  few  have  itood  in  the  gap,  to  prevent 
their  thus  running  out:  Few  have  joined 
in  repairing  the  breaches,  made  by  back- 
fliders,  in  that  wall  of  defence,  which  the 
Lord  by  his  power  and  fpirit,  had  erected 
about  us. 

In  this  general  decline  of  the  fociety,. 
there  feems  to  be  great  caufe  to  fear  the  yet 
farther  fpreading  or  thefe  harms,  unlefs 
rhe  Lord  in  mercy,  turn  the  hearts  of 
many,  timely  to  himfelf,  which  we  ar- 
dently pray  for,  knowing  that,  except  the 
Lord  build  the  houfe,  men  labour  but  in 
vain :  yet  we  muft  do  our  duty ;  otherwife 
we  fhall  not  be  clear  in  his  fight:  and  he 
ordereth  (now  as  he  did  formerly)  line  up- 
on line,  and  precept  upon  precept,  in  or- 
der that  all  may  be  timely  warned*  whe- 
ther they  will  hear  or  forbear! 

I  believe  there  are  none  joined  in  pro* 
feffion  with  us,  who  deviate  from  our  prin- 
ciple of  felf-denial,  and  plainnefs  in  habit 
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and  fpeech,  who  have  not  been  fecretly 
fhewed  that  it  is  wrong,  that  it  is  a  com- 
pliance with  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  a  re- 
fufal  of  the  crofs  of  Chriil,  a  denial  of 
him  before  men:  but  they  liften  to  that 
voice,  which  beguiled  Eve,  which  tells  them 
that  there  is  no  harm  in  fuch  deviations, 
or  that  they  are  fmall  matters;  tho'  it  is 
manifeft,  that  fuch  fmall  matters  have 
opened  the  door  gradually  wider  and  wi- 
der, to  the  grofs  declenfion  which  has 
overfpread.  Tho'  many  are  deceived  and 
darkened  by  the  enemy,  to  deem  them 
fmall  matters,  yet  they  have  great  confe- 
quences,  as  they  tend  to  debar  us  of  fu- 
ture happinefs,  and  to  center  us  in  juftly 
dcferved  punifhments,  for  difobeying  and 
difregarding  Chrift,  who  leads  into  humi- 
lity and  plainnefs,and  preferring  that  ene- 
my who  feduces  into  pride,  and  worldly 
conformity. 

I  often  look  with  pity,  on  the  viclims 
to  the  vanities  of  the  world,  who  fell  their 
birthright  for  a  mefs  of  pottage  ;  often 
defiring  that  they  may  quit  the  purfuit 
of  (hadows,  wifely  to  feek,  and  happily 
poffefs  the  mod  ineftimable,  and  enduring 
fubftance.  Hereby  they  would  give  folid 
joy  to  their  well-wifhing  friends,  and 
gain  an  ample  (hare  thereof  in  them- 
felvesj  a  joy  not  like  the  pleafures  of  fin, 
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which  are  but  for  a  feafon,  and  are  fol- 
lowed with  a  certain  and  fevere  fting;  a 
joy,  which  will  go  beyond  the  grave,  to 
.  receive  an  infinite  increafe,  and  an  endlefs 
duration. 

X.  In  regard  to  fuch  as  have  not  yet 
much  departed  from  that  plainnefs,  (at 
lead  in  drefs)  in  which  they  were  edu- 
cated, fome  probably  may  not  be  under 
any  ftrong  temptation,  to  run  into  the 
foolifli  fafhions  of  a  corrupt  age.  Yet 
the  enemy  feeks  to  catch  them  in  fome 
other  fnares:  and  perhaps  fome  of  thefe 
may  be  as  ignorant,  and  as  void  of  expe- 
rience of  the  divine  principle  we  profefs, 
as  fome  of  the  more  fafhionable.  Outward 
plainnefs,  without  inward  humility,  mercy, 
juftice  and  charity,  is  of  very  little  worth.. 
Except  we  follow  after  thefe  virtues,  ob- 
vious faults  in  temper  and  conduct,  will 
appear,  to  difcover  our  emptinefs,  and  to* 
ferve  fome  for  an  argument  againft  plain- 
nefs, or  far  a  fubjett  of  ridicule;  and  do* 
more  harm  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  than 
greater  errors,  in  the  conduct  of  open  and 
profeft  libertines. 

How  grievoufly  difappointing,  are  they 
who  carry  a  right  appearance,  yet  when 
tried  are  found  to  be  infipid,  and  dead, 
as  to  the  life  of  righteoufnefs !  Wherefore 
let  none  value  themfelves  on  a  plain  out- 
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fide,  as  if  that  of  itfelf  were  fufficient.  It 
is  as  far  from  it,  as  the  ftate  of  thofe  for- 
merly complained  of;  who  drew  nigh  to 
the  Lord  with  their  mouths,  and  with 
their  lips  honoured  him,  but  their  hearts 
were  far  from  him. 

Be  not  deceived:  God  is  not  mocked 
by  fair  appearances,  or  empty  pretences  : 
But  fuch  as  every  man  fows,  he  mull  reap. 
If  under  the  belt  appearance,  or  ftriftcft 
form,  .we  fow  to  the  flefh,  we  ihall  only 
reap  corruption,  and  the  milerable  fruits 
of  hypocrify,  profefling  one  thing  and 
praftifing  another;  when  they  who  have 
fowed  to  the  fpirit,  fhall  reap  the  happy 
fruits  of  their  fidelity  to  God. 

If  we  look  over  our  fociety  in  this  na- 
tion, and  take  a  view,  both  of  them  who 
are  plain  in  drefs?  and  who  are  otherwife* 
how  masy  of  both  forts,  have  their  minds 
fad  rooted  in  this  prefent  world,  devoting 
all  their  talents  to  it,  rejecting  the  eoun- 
fel  of  Chrift,  who  direfts  us  "  to  fcek  firft 
u  the  kingdom  of  God,"  or  to  live  and 
act,  under  his  government!  Hence  in 
fome  places,  what  poor  lifelefs  meetings! 
How  little  of  the  facred  fire  of  divine  love 
burning!  How  little  of  the  light  of  the 
glory  of  God  fhining!  No  living  minif- 
ter  left  amongft  them,  and  Icarce  one  liv- 
ing member  of  the  body  of  Chrift,    to 
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feel  for  the  others,  and  take  fome  tender 
care  of  them  for  their  good ;  their  lamps 
gone  out,  and  fcarcely  any  oil  retained 
in  a  fingle  veffel;  a  week-day  meeting 
hardly  kept  up,  and  the  one  meeting  on 
the  firft  day  badly  attended.  Thus  have 
fome  meetings  died  away,  and  are  loft ; 
and  others  appear  to  be  in  a  languid,  fidd- 
ly condition,  feeming  fcarce  likely  to  live 
long,  except  they  timely  apply  to  the 
great  and  good  phyfician,  who  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  reftore  life,  health, 
foundnefs  and  vigor,  to  raife  up  and  qua- 
lify "  Judges,  as  at  the  firft,  and  counfel- 
"  lors  as  at  the  beginning. "  But.  for- 
merly, when  in  the  body,  in  fome  places, 
he  did  none  of  his  mighty  works,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  unbelief:  fo  now,  when  his 
minifters  vifit  fuch  places,  they  find  the 
gofpel  has  not  a  free  courfe  ;  they  can 
at  bed  but  feebly  labour  in  fuch  hard 
fpots.  The  word  preached,  doth  not  pro* 
fit,  by  reafon  of  not  meeting  with  faith 
in  them  that  hear. 

Great  is  the  myftery  of  iniquity,  in 
which  the  fubtle  ferpent  works  in  many, 
to  their  hurt  or  ruin,  unawares  to  them, 
for  want  of  their  paying  due  regard  and 
attention,  to  that  grace  of  God,  which 
would  difcover  the  hidden  fnare,  and  pre- 
serve  from   it*      Hence  a  wrong  fpirit 
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ufurps  the  government  due  to  God,  and 
gradually  hardens  the  heart,  till  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  immortal  foul,  becomes  a 
matter  of  very  little  concern,  the  firft  and 
great  commandment  of  loving  God  with 
the  whole  heart, being  much  violated ;  fuch 
are  in  a  mofl  dangerous  ftate,  except  they 
turn  in  hafte  "  to  flee  from  the  wrath,  that 
is  to  come/5  I  often  earneftly  defire,  that 
ye  who  are  of  this  kind,  would  do  it,  left 
ye  be  left  to  your  own  courfes,  in  that 
broad  way,  which  leads  to  deftruftion, 
and  "  the  things  which  belong  to  your 
1**  peace,  be  hid  from  your  eyes." 

XL  "  The  Lord  hath  fhewed  unto 
-"  thee  O  man,  what  is  good."  But  many 
have  fuffered  the  good  impreffions  they 
have  been  favoured  with,  to  be  like  the 
morning  dew,  which  foon  paffeth  away. 
They  rufh  into  irreligious  company,  and 
ielf-indnlgingliberties,which,like  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  carry  off  all  the  good  feed  of 
the  kingdom,  which  infinite  goodnefs  had 
lowed  in  their  minds. 

'What  need  have  we  then,  to  prize  and 
purfue  Chrift's  counfel,  "  to  watch  and 
"  pray,"  not  to  enter  into  thefe  tempta- 
tions, to  abftain  from  all  appearance  of 
evil,  to  avoid  fuch  company  as  deadly 
poifon,  as  there  can  be  no  fellowfhip  be- 
twixt light  and  darknefs,  or  betwixt  Chrift 
H  h  and 
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and  Belial;  and  as  we  naturally  became 
like  thofe,  whom  v/e  love  and  with  whom 
jv/e  affociate  ? 

Never  go  to  places  of  public  diverfion, 
fuch  as  -Play-houfes,  Horfe-races,  Cock- 
iightings,  or  to  Ale-houfes,  thofe  haunts 
of  the  licentious,  who  fear  not  God.  Be 
watchful  and  clear  from  intemperance, 
live  as  men  accountable  to  God,  your 
hearts,  and  your  conversation  in  heaven, 
and  your  moderation  appearing  in  all 
things. 

All  would  be  glad  to  efcape  everlaft- 
ing  mifery,  the  habitation  of  rebels  to 
*he  laws  and  government  of  our  great 
Creator.  All  would  be  glad  to  be  admit- 
ted into  everlafting  happinefs,  the  portion 
of  fuch  as  obey  thofe  laws  and  that 
government.  Why  then,  will  any  amongft 
us,  be  the  enemy's  inltruments,  in  pro- 
moting apoftacy,  from  the  very  life  of 
.true  religion,  and  godlinefs  ?  Oh  rather 
choofe  to  efcape  mifery,  and  enfure  hap- 
pinefs.  Break  off  all  connections,  which 
are  obftacles  to  it.  it  is  Chrift's  command, 
*«  If  thy  right  hand  offend,  cut  it  off." 
Lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  which 
moft  eafily  befets.  Be  obedient  to  him, 
and  thou  wilt  be  happy,  feparated  from 
-the  miferable  regions  of  obftinate  and 
obdurate  finners. 

Ml  Let 
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XII.  Let  us  call  to  mind,  aad  not 
haftily  forget  it,  that  Ghriit  has  given 
himfelf  for  us,  "  to  redeem  us  from  all 
"  iniquity,  and  to  purify  unto  himfelf  a; 
"  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. ?' 
Yet  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  evident 
that  too  many  among  us  are  induced,  &n& 
induce  one  another,  to  flight  the  kindelt 
offers  of  their  beft  friend.  They  give  ear 
to  the  voice  of  the  ftranger,  and  fwayed 
by  hisperfuafions,  put  off  their  embracing 
a  Saviour's  offer.  Far  from  being  zealous* 
of  doing  ail  that  is  well  pleaung  to  God, 
they  counteract  that  pfofeffion,  to  which 
he  by  his  holy  fpirit,  hath  called  us.  To 
propofe  to  obey  the  Almighty  at  fome  fu- 
ture day,  and  in  that  prefumptuous  hope, 
to  ftifie  divine  conviction,  is  a  moft  fatal 
artifice  of  the  grand  adverfary,  whereby 
be  infenfibly  darkens  the  mind,  and  hard* 
ens  the  heart,  to  render  us  his  vaffals, 
and  to  fecure  us  to  himfelf  as  fuch. — As- 
delays  herein  are  infinitely  dangerous,  as 
we  cannot  repent  when  we  will,  for  repen- 
tance is  God's  gift,  begin  then,  while  it 
is  the  day  of  God's  vifitation;  for  when 
the  night  overtakes,  none  can  work  out 
their  foul's  falvation. 

XIII.  Wherefore  cleave  clofe  in  heart, 
to  the  divine  gift,  the  myftery  hid  from 
ages,  but  now  revealed,  even  Chrift  in 
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you  the  hope  of  glory,  that  your  fouh 
may  be  enamoured  with  that  beauty, 
which  will  never  fade.  Lay  hold  of  all 
the  helps  and  means  by  him  provided., 
Be  kind  to  all,  but  familiar  with  few, 
and  thofe  few,  fuch  as  fear  the  Lord. 
This  fear  preferved  Jofeph,  in  the  time  of 
trial;  but  for  want  of  it  Abfalom  overfet 
all  his  perfonal  advantages.  Seek  to  be 
clofely  linked  with  good  friends :  for  "  two 
H  are  better  than  one,"  "  and  a  threefold 
"  cord  is  not  eafily  broken/'  Great  are  the 
benefits  and  folid  fatisfa£tions,  found  in 
truly  religious  fociety.  Formerly  when 
the  proud  were  counted  happy,  they  who 
feared  the  Lord,  fpake  often  one  to  ano- 
ther, and  the  Lord  declared  his  approba- 
tion of  the  pious  ardour,  w7ith  which 
they  mutually  animated  each  other.  As 
on  one  hand,  "  the  friendfhip  of  the 
"  world,  is  enmity  with  God:*"  So  on 
the  other,  Ifrael  the  Lord's  people,  were 
to  dwell  alone,  and  not  to  be  number- 
ed with  the  nations ;  their  fafety  and 
true  peace  depending  hereupon,  they 
were  enjoined  not  to  contract  any  alli- 
ance or  intimacy  with  them,  to  prevent 
the  decay  of  that  fervent  love  to  the- 
Lord  their  God,  which  he  infpired  them 
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with,  while  they  abode  in  his  covenant, 
and  duly  obferved  his  laws,  his  ftatutes 
and  ordinances ;  and  to  prevent  their 
children  from  contra&ing  the  manners  of 
thofe  nations,  and  running  into  their 
fafhions  and  cuftoms.  While  they  kept 
together  in  an  united  care,  and  venera- 
tion of  the  Lord,  they  profpered  both  out- 
wardly and  inwardly ;  nothing  could 
harm  them,  no  effort  of  the  common  ene- 
my, could  prevail  againft  them,.  May 
we  thus  keep  together,  firengthning  one 
another  in  the  love  of  God,  and  faithful- 
nefs  to  him,  and  then  we  may  be  lure 
that  our  cafe  will  be  the  very  fame. 

XIV,  There  are  many  we  believe,  or- 
derly and  reputable  in  their  lives,  who 
need  to  be  more  baptized  into  the  ardent 
love  of  God,  and  dedication  of  heart  to 
his  caufe,  that  they  may  not  be  like  floth- 
ful  fervants,  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  indulg- 
ing themfelves,  inftead  of  ferving  the  \ 
Lord.  The  harveft  is  great,  and  needs 
more  labourers,  to  fill  up  the  vacant  pla-  - 
ces  of  many  removed  from  works  to  re- 
wards. .  What  want  of  minifters*  elders, 
of  fuch  whom  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  made 
overfeers,  taking  heed  to  themfelves,  and 
to  the  flock,  of  helpers  of  one  another 
in  animating  vifits,  both  to  families  and 
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individuals,  in  the  lively  flow  of  that  love 
which  the  Lord  giveth  to  them,  who  de- 
vote their  hearts  to  his  fervice ! 

A  few  yet  are  mercifully  preferved,  who 
for  Zion's  fake  cannot  be  at  eafe,  but 
thro'  all  difcouragements  hold  on  their 
way,  knowing  they  ferve  a  good  mafter* 
and  refolving  thro"  his  grace,  never  to 
defert  his  fervice,  but  to  keep  their  places 
tinder  his  direction,  and  to  hold  faft  the 
folefled  truth,  in  the  love  of  it,  to  the  end 
of  their  lives.  May  he  grant  an  increafe 
of  their  number  and  ftrength!  I  defire 
above  all  things  for  myfelf,  that  to  the  < 
end  of  my  days,  I'm  ay  be  one  of  their 
number.  O  my  foul,  come  thou  into 
their  fecret  adoration  of  God;  with  their 
affembly  herein,  mayeft  thou  ever  be  uni- 
ted! For  indeed  the  Lord  is  good  to  them, 
that  feek-  and  diligently  ferve  him,  nou- 
xiihing  that  life,  which  is  hid  with  Chrift, 
a  life  which  will  never  die;  well  reward- 
ing them,  for  all  their  labours,  and  for 
the  facrifices  which  they  offer  to  him  on. 
the  altar  of  obedience,  giving  them  an 
hundredfold. 

XV.  When  our  Lord  told  his  difciples, 
that  one  of  them  fhouid  betray  him,  the. 
reft  heard  it  with  concern,  and  enquired, 
Is  it  I?    Many  have  contributed  to  the 
great  declenfion,  and  each  of  us  fhould 
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enquire,  Is  it  I?  Many  have  need  to  be 
created  anew  in  Chrift  Jefus,  unto  good) 
works;  but  they  muft  firft  put  oft  the  old 
man,  with  his  deeds,  in  deep  humiliation: 
before  the  Lord;  which  to  them,  who  pa- 
tiently abide  under  his  righteous  judg- 
ments for  fin,  draws  down  the  gift  of  re* 
pentance  unto  falvation,  never  to  be  re* 
pented  of;  and  that  new  birth  without, 
which  we  can  have  no  place  in  his  king* 
dom.  We  muft  give  up  all  our  idols; 
elfe  we  are  undone.  Our  own  wills  muft 
be  fubje&ed  to  the- will  of  God.  AH  our 
own  wifdom  muft  be  laid  at  his  feet.  We 
muft  deny  ourfelves,  take  up  our  crofs 
daily,  and  follow  him.  There  are  no 
other  terms  on  which  life  everlafting  is  to 
be  had.  Our  Lord  informs  us,  that  they 
who  expeft  to  gain  it,  by  climbing  up  any 
other  way,  will  be  treated  as  thieves  and 
robbers.  Oh  then,  my  dear  friends,  in 
every  part  of  Ireland,  I  earneftly  defire 
that  ye  may  buy  the  truth,  whatever  it- 
coft  you,,  and  fell  it  not.  Look  upon  all 
things  befide,  but  as  drofs  or  dung,  in 
comparifon  of  it.  Let  us  hold  faft  the 
one  thing  needful,  whatever  elfe  leave  us 
or  be  taken  from  us.  So  fhall  we  have 
lived  not  in  vain,  obtaining  the  great  end 
for  which  we  had  a  being  given  us. 
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XVI.  O  ye  parents,  who  have  many 
children,  and  not  much  of  the  world  for- 
them,  don't  be  over  anxious  on  that  ac- 
count, or  make  it  an  excufe,  for  non-at- 
tendance of  religious  duties.  Confider 
that  it  may  be  wifely  fo  ordered,  as  the 
means  of  their  prefer vation ;  and  if  they 
follow  Chrift,  it  may  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  them,  beyond  what  ye  and 
they  are  aware  of.  A  little  fatisfies  a  hum- 
ble mind,  as  we  brought  nothing  into  the 
world,  and  can  carry  nothing  out.  They 
who  obtain  the  favour  of  God,  will  nei- 
ther want  any  thing  needful,  nor  covet 
any  thing  fuperfluous,  but  having  food 
and  raiment,  therewith  be  content.  Where- 
fore be  anxious  for  them,  only  on  this 
account,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eter- 
nal life,  and  keep  their  hold  of  that;  then 
they  will  be  truly  happy,  but  not  without 
it,  if  they  had  ever  fo  much  in  the  world. 
They  are  indeed  juftly  to  be  efteemed, 
who  having  more,  are  thereby  the  more 
humbled,  and  more  abounding  in  ufeful 
fervices  and  good  works. 

And  O  ye  young  people,  often  confi- 
der, that  ye  are  born  iato  the  world,  to 
be  happy  for  ever,  on  the  terms  laid  down 
by  Chrift,  as  abovementioned.  With' all 
your  gettings,  get  the  favour  of  the  mod 
lugh,  who  invites  you  to  it:  before  ho- 
nour, 
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nour,  even  true  honour  with  God,  is  hu- 
mility; but  pride  goes  before  deflru&ion.* 
Ye  need  not  envy  any  one,  howevergreat 
in  the  world,  if  ye  have  the  Lord  on  your 
fide.  United  with  your  dear  parents,  in 
walking  humbly  with  him,  ye  will  have 
the  enlarged  view  of  your  happy  portion. 
Your  fervent  gratitude,  obedience,  vigi- 
lance and  firmnefs,  will  be  crowned  with 
the  endearing  pledges  and  encouraging 
foretaftr-  af  endlefsblifs  SowiUytbewcll 
iatisfied  with  your  i 

h 
vine  cc  it  is  the 

by  • 

is  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 

So  will  ye  be  alive  to  God,  and  of  that 
number  whom  he  pronounces  blefled,  who 
hunger  and  third  after  righteoufnefs.  So 
will  ye  carefully  watch  againft  every 
thing  that  is  wrong-,  both  in  yourfelves 
and  others,  and  endeavour  to  flop  it  in 
its  firft  beginning:  ye  will  love  that  which 
is  good,  and  employ  all  your  talents,  with 
divine  help,  to  promote  it  both  by  exam- 
ple and  brotherly  counfel. 

Then  would  meetings  both  for.  worfhip 
and  difcipline  be  well  attended;  for  com- 
ing  to    them   under  the  preparation  of 

heart 


rSr         An     EPISTL  S. 

heart  which  is  of  the  Lord,  we  fhould'bT 
him  be  overfhadowed  with  his  power  and' 
love;  the  wing  of  the  fun  of  righteouG 
nefs,  would  be  overfpread,  which  illumi- 
nates  the  fpiritual  mind  to  difcern 
duties,  and,  animates  to  difcharge  them, 
therein  to  fhare  the  good  things  which* 
God  has  in  (lore  for  them  that  love  him. 
We  fhould  hereby  be  edified  and  built  up 
together  in  the  mod  holy  faith,  and  ccn- 

rinuuu  oiiebody:   Ail  thedark- 

refs  of  ignorance  and  inexperience,  all 
the  coldnefs  of  the  worldly  or  carnal  mind 
would  be  removed  ;  and  Zion's  light- 
would  yet  again  go  forth  with  brightnefs,' 
and  the  falvation  of  God  be  felt  amongfl- 
us,  as  a  lamp  that  burneth. 

With  ltrong  defires  on  the  behalf  of 
all,  who,  in  this  nation,  join  in  the  profef- 
fion  of  the  bleffed  truth,  that  they  may 
thus  experience  the  poffeflion  of  it,  and- 
be  partakers  of  its  faving  efficacy  and: 
lading  peace,  I  remain  your  affectionate 
and  well-wiihing  friend. 

JAMES    GOUC 
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